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Keep in your prayers: 

• All of those impacted by COVID-19. 

• Individuals dealing with medical issues and recovering following medical 
procedures. 

• All of those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             
requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 
megane@spfcc.org to let her know.* 

About The Evangel 

The Evangel is a quarterly publication that provides St. Peter’s First Community Church with teachings and       
devotions, updates from teams and missionaries, and a preview of upcoming ministry opportunities and church 
activities.  
 

This quarter’s theme is “thriving”. The cover art and devotion entries will all circle around this theme.  
“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t 
give up” (Galatians 6:9). God desires for us to thrive by reaping a harvest of blessing! What does it mean to be 
thriving with God? Thriving does not mean that our journey is without difficulty or pain. Thriving does mean 
utilizing the tools God provides, learning from God, and doing hard work to take action on that God-given 
knowledge. Thriving means receiving with open hands what it is that God provides and celebrating and sharing 
His goodness and faithfulness through it. God provides in all seasons. May we recognize and name God’s          
goodness as we are nourished by His Word, molded and shaped by His Spirit, and comforted by His love, as we 
learn to thrive and live the life of abundance God desires for us in Jesus. “I have come that they may have life, 
and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
 

This edition is for September through November 2021. 
 

If you’d like to learn more about the content of this edition or to contribute to future Evangels through art,       
poetry or devotional writings, please contact Megan Engle at megane@spfcc.org.  
 

About St. Peter’s First 

Mission 

St. Peter’s First Community Church is a covenant community committed to glorifying God by building up the 
body of Christ and helping others in our world and neighborhood become followers of Jesus.  
 

Covenant 

We covenant with one another to seek God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to obey His Word, 
and to witness the good news of Jesus Christ to the world around us. This we do through the power of the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us by the Father to glorify the Son, looking forward toward the triumph of              
righteousness and eternal life. 

Ashley Hines writes about the cover art she created for this Evangel edition:  

From Ashley’s journal entry 7th of September 2018 -  I very much experienced God’s loving peace in       
Huntington County Jail approximately May 29th, 2018 when I thought I was being released to Place of 

Grace, but discovered I was being held for Wabash County. I surrendered that evening to God’s will and 
slept better than I had in some time and lived better than I had in some time. Praise Jesus! Hallelujah! 

“This is the definition of thriving….then, 2018, to now, 2021, when I have a family that comes to church 
with me.” God’s loving peace reigns and allows us to thrive as we grow through the different seasons of our 

journey with Christ. 



A Word from Pastor Adam 
 

     My father grew up on a cotton farm in west Texas. I joke with Jess and others that this makes me an 

authority an all things agrarian, but truthfully I am a city slicker. Although I picked the occasional boll of cotton 

and have enjoyed the fresh vegetables from the gardens of my friends, I do not have much experience with 

harvesting. I do not know what it is like to depend on the land to produce in order for me to have what I need 

for the year.  

When Jesus was speaking of the plentiful harvest in Matthew 9:35-38, he was talking to people              

intimately connected to the land. Even the fishermen, like Peter and Andrew, had to worry about the crops 

because if there was a bad harvest, they could not rely on the non-perishables they stored in case of             

emergency. They needed the harvest of others to survive. When Jesus told his friends that the harvest was 

plentiful but the workers were few, they recognized an urgency in Jesus’s words. Even though there was great 

potential for an abundant harvest, insufficient labor meant wasted potential.  

As Jesus and the disciples went through the Galilean countryside, they encountered hurt and suffering; 

they interacted with people who were at their point of greatest longing. And, Jesus entered into the homes of 

these people and showed them a life of abundance.  

The disciples witnessed the abundant life firsthand. They saw hurting people receive healing. They 

heard the teachings that edified their fellow Jews who had been waiting for deliverance from Rome. They          

experienced the goodness of the good news as their Rabbi walked alongside of them.  

As they walked, Jesus gave them a challenge. He compelled them to join him in the harvest, to show 

people a life of abundance. They could have said, “Wow these are some high stakes. Can we go back to making 

wine for parties?” Instead, the disciples answer the call. In the next passage, Jesus commissions them to go out 

into the Israelite communities and, “he gave them gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal 

every disease and sickness.” (Matt 10:1 NIV). As they went into their community, their actions testified to the 

abundant life made possible by God’s good news.  

Their story is our story; their calling is our calling. We have the opportunity to join the workforce and 

tend to the harvest. We can go into our communities, our grocery stores, our schools, our work places, our 

family gatherings, and our hospitals and share the abundant life of Jesus with people. We can be people who 

love and embrace those different from us. We can pray for and provide for the people we meet who need to 

know that they matter. Or maybe, if the trials we face make us think and feel that the abundant life is out of 

reach, we are called to rest and receive the love of the Good Shepherd who is always ready to show us an 

abundance of compassion.  

             

 



Children’s Update 
*Our Sunday morning children’s classes will be phasing in this 
fall.  The first Sunday of each month will be family worship 
and communion where all children will be a part of the       
worship service.  The nursery is now open and the Little         
Discoverers class will begin on September 12th.  Our children’s 
classes are as follows: 

 Nursery (Infant – age 3) 

 Little Discoverers (Preschool/Pre-K) 

 Young Explorers (K – 2nd grade) 

 Kids Ignite (3rd – 5th grade) 

*Invest in our present future by sharing your time, talent, and 
treasure.  The Children’s Team is looking for individuals who 
are passionate and excited about working with children!  If 
you have an interest in sharing Christ’s love with kids, please 
contact Megan Condry (meganc@spfcc.org) for more         
information about volunteering on Sunday mornings.  If you 
are interested in donating supplies or resources to the SPFCC     
children’s ministry, reach out to Megan Condry.   

*Fall Connections: Kids and families, be on the lookout for our 
fall calendar coming soon with opportunities for fun,             
friendship, growth, and discovering more about our great 
God!   

*Family Connection:  Our SPFFC family connection group on 
Facebook is a place for kids and parents to gather.  It is a          
resource hub with encouragement, support, and resources 
for families to dive deeper into faith conversation and            
discovery at home together.  Videos for kids are shared along 
with ways families can prepare for Sunday’s service.  Details 
about upcoming opportunities for connection and a variety of 
other encouragement for kids and families are included.  We 
hope these resources are a blessing to your family as you  
discover more about our great God and as you do the holy 
work of parenting each day!   

*The SPFCC Mobile Library for Kids is now open in person, 
too!  The library is located outside the nursery and families 
can visit before or after church on Sundays.  Select a book or 
two, sign them out, and take them home in a fun bag.  Books 
can also be checked out weekly on the library Facebook page.  
May sweet conversations happen as you and your family read 
together and may you be drawn deeper into God’s great love 
for you!  

*Storytime:  Join us each Thursday evening at 7:00 pm to 
hear Miss Megan read a book aloud with your kids!  Kids      
discover truths about God through the stories and enjoy    
connecting with one another on Zoom!  We pray together, 
chat about the book, and sometimes listen to a song before 
wrapping up around 7:30 pm each Thursday.   

Celebration Moment:  It is a delight to see the kids interact 
during our weekly Story Time gathering!  They always have 
such thoughtful insights and truths that they learn about God 
from the story.  Their laughter, fun, and joy are such a gift!   

Homework Help Update 
 

*Homework Help, our after school program for middle 
and high school students, began its 9th year in August!  
It’s been great to reconnect with returning students 
and to have new students joining, as well.  Homework 
Help meets Monday – Thursday afternoons from 3:00-
5:30 pm.   

*Back to School Snacks: Each day the students receive 
a snack and drink to stimulate their minds and bodies 
for their studies. If you would like to help us keep our 
pantry stocked, please drop off items at the church or 
make a donation for Homework Help snacks.  Drink 
ideas: juice boxes, Kool-Aid Jammers, Hi-C, or any         
other small individual bottles. Snack ideas: individually 
packaged items like chips, Pringles, cookies, crackers, 
etc. 

*A major part of the program is the relationships and 
connections that form between the students and adult 
volunteers.  This program would not be possible              
without our amazing volunteers.  If you’d be interested 
in investing in the students once a week or once a 
month, contact Megan Condry for more information.   

*We invite you to pray for motivation, understanding, 
peace, and patience for the students as they journey 
into this school year.   

Celebration Moment:  It is a joy to reconnect with the 
students after the summer!  Many students are         
returning from previous years and we look forward to 
continuing to strengthen our relationships with them 
and their families.   

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Youth Update 

 

*Middle and high school students, Megan would love 
to connect with you about opportunities for growth 
and friendship this fall!  Reach out to Megan on        
Sunday mornings or contact her at (419) 733-1272.   

Celebration Moment:   We had a great summer          
connecting in person on Friday evenings!  The students 
enjoyed exploring a new song each week allowing God 
to meet them through it and through truths in His 
Word.     

 

mailto:meganc@spfcc.org


      
 

The Journey of Thriving 

          A friend sent me a coupon for one of those home delivery meal boxes.  She had nothing but good things to say about it so I 
thought I’d give it a try.  By the time I was preparing the third meal in my box, I felt like I was thriving in the kitchen!  I had multiple 
pots on the stove preparing a delicious and healthy meal for dinner.  As I sat down to eat, taking in the sights and smells of the         
masterpiece, feeling proud of myself, a bit of awareness set in.  I was able to thrive and enjoy this meal not in my own strength or 
power but because of so many hands that had worked along the way to get to this moment.  The meal became sweeter as I           
reflected on the journey these veggies, meat, and sides had taken to get to this place at my table.   

     Too often I forget that thriving is a journey.  I look at my beautiful plants or the flowers outside and just like my dinner, I can             
easily lose sight of the long journey it took to get there.  Don’t we do that with people and experiences too?  We look at the thriving 
created artwork, song, presentation, photograph, or anything another gives and we think to ourselves, “Wow, look at them               
thriving!”  We can easily slip into comparison and jealousy from there asking ourselves, “Why am I not thriving like that?!”  We   
compare where we are in the middle of whatever we are going through with someone else’s “finished” and thriving moment.  But, 
if we sit with it for a little longer and move past the initial thoughts and feelings, I think we will find a journey of thriving in that          
person’s life.  I’m guessing if you asked them about it, they would affirm the painfully long journey and might not even see their 
own thriving.  They might tell you of the countless drafts that were wadded up and thrown in to the trash can.  They may tell you of 
the many outfits they changed their toddler into and out of before the picture was captured.  They might tell you of the long and 
hot days they spent outside tending to their garden.  Suddenly the thriving becomes a lot more beautiful and lot more like your own 
life and journey.   

     I absolutely love an inspirational sports movie!  Remember the Titans is one of my all-time favorite movies and I’m pretty sure I 
could still quote a good portion of that movie.  Of course, I love the underdog comeback and the divided team finding common 
ground.  Forged friendship and community through adversity is great but I think what I love most about these movies is that they 
don’t hide the journey.  You see the long, unpretty way, with all the ups and downs, that lead to the thriving moment at the end 
with the team grasping the trophy together.   

     This is also why I enjoy living in the Midwest.  I love fresh fruits and vegetables and visually seeing an empty field turn into a 
thriving field of corn always astounds me.  Watching tiny seeds turn into fresh green beans, zucchini, tomatoes, and cucumbers is 
such a gift.  Isn’t it like God to teach us something about the process?  As you sit outside enjoying the taste of a fresh cucumber or 
enjoy a delicious salad of lettuce and vegetables from the garden or you recall sweet memories of shucking green beans with your 
mom, you remember that this just didn’t happen over night but instead it took time and effort.  I think those veggies taste so much 
richer because of the journey.   

     As I drive through the countryside, eat my delicious food delivery box meals, delight in tasty veggies from the garden, and enjoy 
my favorite sport’s movie again, I find myself reflecting on the journey of thriving.  It feels like God has been dropping all sorts of 
little connectors in my life.  I read in a book about agriculture in Biblical times.  A song I hadn’t listened to in months came to mind 
called “Flourishing”.  Flourish as a synonym for thriving and the dictionary describes flourishing as “to grow or develop in a healthy 
way.”  This got me thinking of the words rooted and anchored.  We’d talked a few weeks ago about this at youth group and how we 
want our roots to grow down deep into the soil of God.  “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6-7).  In 
God’s kindness and desire to get me to pay closer attention, it seemed like every song or Scripture or book was pointing to this          
process of thriving.  It was like God was inviting me to break down the achievement side of thriving and to realize that all of life is 
part of thriving in Christ.  I can thrive in loving as Christ loves me as I continue to stay rooted in His Word.  When I abide in Him 
(John 15), I am filled with more and more of His presence.  I can flourish in hard seasons and challenging relationships when I keep 
myself anchored to God reminding myself that “we have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (Hebrews 6:19).   

     The secret to thriving in this life is to abide in Christ.  It’s about continuing to find ourselves in Him.  To keep checking if our         
anchor is secure.  To keep checking if our roots are growing deep.  It’s about setting our eyes again and again on Christ.  When we 
see that the process, the journey, all matters and is all part of our thriving, we can give thanks in all things.  We can begin to see the 
journey of thriving and flourishing.  We pause a little longer in the sweet moments, recognizing that just like the journey of the          
veggies to get to my table, thriving has been a long road to get to this beautiful moment.  We begin to find more life, joy, hope, and 
peace in the process, in the journey of thriving.  We remind ourselves that sometimes the land has to lay bare for it to be                 
replenished for another planting season.  We remember that sometimes the rains come and the harvest is not what we hoped.  We 
accept that we are frail, flawed, and sinful humans and we cling even closer to the God who loves us always.  Christ is indeed our 
hope, our anchor, our guide to flourishing and thriving.  I pray that you’ll give yourself and others a little more grace in your view of 
thriving.  May you allow Christ to help you grow and develop in the deepest and healthiest of ways, no matter how long the            
journey.  Stop to celebrate the beautiful and painful moments along the way because they all matter.  Christ is with you, for you, 
and longs for you to be thriving in Him.   

      

A Letter from Megan Condry 



A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” Psalm 23:6 

      A few weeks ago, my sweet six-year-old girl walked into Roanoke Elementary School for the first time as a first grader! As I 

prepared myself for what that day held, I thought about how these milestone moments are so bittersweet. My six year old is         

becoming independent, learning to read, making new friends, realizing what kindness means to her, gaining confidence in her 

ability to be brave as she encounters obstacles, deciding on her own what to play at recess and when to raise her hand in class, 

and through it all, my prayer for her is that she is recognizing God’s loving presence with her in all things. With each milestone, 

she needs me, her Mommy, a little less. I am beyond grateful for the ways she is growing and learning, but I am grieving the loss 

of my little girl.  

      As I went about my usual morning routine on her first day of first grade preparing her backpack, praying over her day, and 

taking a few moments to journal, the notebook in which I write “Letters to Eloise” caught my eye. It’s a notebook filled with 

words of love that I plan to give to her someday when she is old enough to more fully appreciate all of the prayers I’ve prayed 

over her and all of the words of encouragement God has put on my heart to write to her. As I opened the notebook, I realized the 

last time I had written to her was last year on the first day of school as she began kindergarten. Before I began writing on her first 

day of first grade, I read the truth God had spoken on August 5, 2020, as I closed my writing with Psalm 23:6 which states, 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” In the midst of so much uncertainty at the beginning of last 

school year and the inability to be in the school or in her classroom prior to the first day due to Covid restrictions, God’s truth 

was clear. Goodness and mercy were there. Goodness and mercy are here. We are thriving because we can trust that His goodness 

and mercy go with us wherever we may go.  

      Now, a few weeks into the school year, although there is much yet to learn to fully get 

into the routine, I am shocked at how routine it already feels. I have a first grader. It still 

sounds odd to me, but I am also realizing how fast this first grade year will fly by. Our girl 

isn’t the most open in sharing the details about her day, but often when I crawl in bed beside 

her for a few minutes before she goes to sleep she will tell me what was exciting that day or 

what was difficult or will ask me questions that I don’t know how to answer. It’s in sweet, 

vulnerable, moments of sharing that trust is built, that we grow, and that I recognize God’s 

goodness.  

      I’ve recently seen and been struck by the quote, “You are currently living at least one of 

the prayers you used to pray. Take a moment and thank God for that!” I realized, while 

watching my girl play her soccer game at Roanoke Park on a recent Saturday morning, that I 

was experiencing this truth firsthand, and it brought me to tears. As a high school girl, this is 

how I dreamed of spending my Saturday mornings when I grew up...cheering for my        

children as they learned new skills while participating in youth sports and other activities. Is 

this experience perfect? Far from it. As I write this, I am the only family member allowed to 

watch my girl play because she is anxious about others watching her. There have been tears 

shed by her at most practices because she’s afraid or nervous. But this experience is answered prayer. Surely God’s goodness and 

mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives. Our family currently spends three evenings a week and Saturday mornings at           

Roanoke Park playing or practicing soccer. Is it a lot? Yes. Is it tiring? Yes. Is it worth it? It is worth every second.  

      Our girl is not the star of her soccer team, but she is out on the field encouraging her teammates, listening to instructions,             

building relationships, learning new skills, gaining lifelong lessons, growing in confidence, receiving constructive criticism and 

thriving because of it. Through these experiences in the Roanoke Youth Sports league, she is learning lifelong skills like           

kindness, respect, good sportsmanship, positive work ethic, and being a team player. These are things that we, as parents, can  

only teach her about but that she learns to put into practice here on the field with her teammates. 

      As believers in Christ, God’s goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives.  We don’t have to worry that God 

and his goodness are changing. We are thriving simply because we are living in right relationship with Christ. Grieving the loss 

of innocence doesn’t negate God’s goodness and mercy. Tears on the soccer field don’t negate God’s goodness and mercy. God 

is good…in our grief and in our sorrow, as well as in our recognition that we are living the prayers we used to pray. We thrive 

when we recognize and name not only the joys of life, like kindness and independence, but also the sorrows of life, like               

anxiousness and loss of innocence, yet despite these sorrows, we recognize God’s presence with us and God’s goodness through 

these experiences. 

      My utmost role as my girl’s momma is to make sure she is basking in truth…truth about who God says He is, who God says 

she is, and truth about who God calls us to be as followers of Christ. God calls us to thrive in his goodness. What is thriving? 

Thriving is recognizing where we are (and where we are not), naming the ways God is blessing and gifting us, giving thanks for 

it, and praising God for his faithfulness.  

      We are thriving because God’s goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives. Amen.       ~Megan Engle  



Birthdays 

09/02, Aden Kalhoefer 

Ray Scribner 

Richard Strick 

09/03, Lauren Baker 

09/04, Efford Hamilton 

09/05, Drew Morrison 

09/07, JR Flynn 

09/10, Ryan Gatchel 

09/12, Mo Flynn 

Beatrix Oprie 

Kevin Shoemaker 

09/14, Mike Lyons 

09/15, Phil Engle 

Susan Enyeart 

Anne Malone 

Ari Tucker 

09/19, Jeff Foust 

09/20, Jane Collins 

09/21, Leslie Nicola 

09/22, Connie               

Baumgardner 

Freda Martin 

09/24, Lynn Gamble 

09/26, Kathy Krieg 

09/27, Carla Bostel 

09/28, Erica Myers 

09/29, Andy Miller 

 

Anniversaries 

09/01,  Josh & Abigail         

Nicholson 

09/04, Rick & Nancy Riggs 

09/08, Brian & Betsy Royer 

09/09, Eric & Jessica Tippy 

09/14, Jim & Jody Kramer 

09/18, Jay & Karen             

Rinehart 

09/29, Phil & Megan Engle 

 

Birthdays 

10/01, Barbara Reed 

10/02, Brittany Underwood 

10/06, Janet Dalrymple 

Sandy Hacker 

10/13, Paula Bittner 

10/17, Sharon Bostic 

10/19, Adrian Halverstadt 

Dana Meyer 

10/22, Shari Brinneman 

10/25, Ezri Shafer 

10/28, Kay Flick 

10/29, Chris Freeman 

Larry Heister 

Oliver Metzger 

10/31, Charley Baker 

 

 

Anniversaries 

10/03, Adrian & Kelly         

Halverstadt 

10/10, Tim & Cassie Perkey 

10/12, Homer & Vicki           

Patrick 

 

 

Birthdays 

11/02, Rod Myers 

Linda Stephan 

11/03, John Heiney 

11/06, Don Malone 

11/09, Bob Heiney 

11/11, Rose Sneary 

11/13, Cindy Hildebrand 

11/15, Kenny Foust 

Susan Meyer 

11/16, Josh Flynn 

Kristie Johnson 

11/17, Christopher Royer 

11/18, Tom Jennings 

11/19, Karsen Bonewitz 

Ron Schenkel 

11/21, Trever Davison 

11/22, Rhonda Foust 

Tom Hosler 

Gary Yeiter 

11/23, Jamie Cocklin 

Megan Engle 

Vera Miller 

11/24, Isaac Haneline 

Skyler Haneline 

Diane Hill 

Betsy Royer 

Marland Sell 

11/25, Jill Gamlin 

Sharon Rivers 

11/26, Adam Myers 

Dan Stephan 

11/28, Jerome Mackowski 

11/30, Jennifer Braun 

 
 

Anniversaries 

11/12, Mike & Tracy Krieg 

11/26, Art & Brandy 

Kalhoefer 

11/29, Ron & Dianna           

Whitesell 



Missionary Spotlight - Ben and Lindsey Newton and family (written by Lindsey) 
 

      Ben and I grew up in the farmland of Indiana and Illinois and we cherish our memories of crisp autumn days, of bright 
blue skies above and warm shades of earth below. Days when the corn has been cut and the horizon once again feels         
endless. The season creates feelings of satisfaction after a season of hard work and growth, contentment and gratitude, as 
Thanksgiving draws near.  
      When we moved to a Muslim-majority mega city in South Asia, we missed the familiar seasonal cues, but learned to 
appreciate six seasons there (yes, six!) and still invited friends to celebrate a time of thanksgiving with us each November. 
When it came to personal thriving, however, I really struggled. Most of the time it felt like we were barely surviving, much 
less thriving. We were constantly pouring out physically, emotionally and spiritually and felt like our sowing produced very 
little.  
      Fast forward nine years and we’re still living among the same South Asian people group, but in London, England. We 
were only here months when we went into nationwide lockdown and society here has yet to return to “normal” functioning. 
We were just getting started when we were abruptly told to stay in our homes and only leave for groceries. During this 
time, three important things happened: we began spending a LOT of time in our courtyard with the people who live in our 
apartment building, we became close friends with a former offender who’s life has been changed by Jesus, and we shifted 
away from organized church things and upped our direct engagement with desperate people who were hardest hit by the 
pandemic. This season forced us to focus where we were “sowing,” and we have been thriving as we see what God is   
growing. We have built deep friendships with our Asian Muslim neighbors, we have learned to see the neighborhood and 
God’s heart for it through the eyes of our friend who has spent most of his life in prison, and we’ve seen multiple people 
experiencing God’s love and goodness for the first time (a couple of them 
deciding to follow Jesus - one from a Muslim background) as we’ve     
focused on serving those experiencing food shortages, addictions,       
homelessness and severe loneliness.  
      We are harvesting something here, but it’s not like I expected it to be! 
God’s ways aren’t our ways, but they’re higher. His vision, scope and 
timeframe are so far beyond ours. It’s hard to be a part of this sort of thing 
when God isn’t showing what he’s up to, but it’s really exciting when we 
see even a few of the pieces coming together. 
      Every day as I walk through this neighborhood that feels much more 
like South Asia than Britain, I feel grateful that I’ve been able to learn the 
language, understand the customs, and practice operating in this culture. 
What a gift to harvest something from our previous investment. We’re     
accepted here because of these things. We’ve spent Muslim and Christian 
holidays together with our friends and they’re now watching how we live 
and serve. We believe God will show them that his grace is even for those 
they’d written off as without hope - that Jesus is powerful and real.  
      Our friend, Peter, with his crooked boxer’s nose and many tattoos has 
been part of this. Our neighbors know that God has changed his life. He’s 
also been very influential in helping us to sow seeds in new places, and 
some of those places are bearing fruit already! He’s explained so much 
about life on the streets, how the community works, and how that journey 
feels. He’s introduced us to people and has catalyzed projects like new 
recovery groups where we are offering Bible studies.  
      As we [hopefully] move out of the worst of the pandemic and evaluate 
where we will invest our time, we’re going to continue the programs and 
relationships that began with marginalized people during the lockdown. 
Ben is walking with the men who have chosen to follow Jesus, and I will 
continue to meet with the women who have known loss, abuse, mental illness, trauma and addictions. Some of them have 
experienced God’s love in powerful ways this year and I can’t wait to see what he’ll grow in their lives! 
      In the end though, I may not see what I’d expect to see. I didn’t see much when we were actually in Asia. Lots of         
people invested in and prayed for Peter before we got to share in this present, beautiful stage in his journey. Ben shared the 
Gospel with one of these guys, had to leave to teach an English class, and while he was gone the guy had an incredible         
experience of repenting, committing himself, and experiencing the joy of the Lord! So it’s not straightforward, and it’s 
not “fair” like we feel it should be. But sticking with it, pressing in during the hard times to believe in God’s goodness, and 
getting to know and love Jesus more and more really does lead to thriving. 
      PS - In August our last remaining coworker in Asia closed down the business we started with her. Scores of people have 
been influenced to think deeply, serve with integrity, and run their businesses and programs well for the sake of the poor 
communities they serve. Several young new Christian leaders were mentored, and some of those relationships continue 
long-distance. We are grateful for the fruit of that investment. 

Our friend-cum-family member, Peter,        

with our son and daughter 



 

 

* Worship Service on YouTube on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  
 

* Bible Study on Zoom on Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
 

* Morning Prayer on Zoom on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 
 

* Story Time on Zoom on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Let’s celebrate! 

You are encouraged to continue praying for these families who are a part of our church community.  

*Sharon Kocher and Terry Bostic who were married on July 16th. 

*Liam Nicholson was born to Josh and Abigail Nicholson on August 1st. 

**If there is a celebration you would like to share with SPFCC, please contact Megan Engle 

(megane@spfcc.org) in the church office. We are glad to celebrate together! 

SPFCC VIRTUAL GATHERINGS 

COVID-19 UPDATE: Beginning Sunday, August 29th, the SPFCC leadership team is strongly recommending 

that masks be worn in the sanctuary during worship service at St. Pete's for all individuals ages two and older 

as we continue to care well for one another. This aligns with current local health guidelines and                         

recommendations. Windows will continue to be open and fans will continue to be on to help circulate air in the 

sanctuary during worship services. The SPFCC leadership team continues to prayerfully discern what is most 

needed to best care for one another well throughout this pandemic. As always, please continue to regularly 

wash your hands well and to stay home if you are sick or have any Covid-19 symptoms.   

Pastoral Transition Update: We welcome Adam and Jess Jones as Adam was installed as the pastor at St.         

Pete’s on August 22, 2021! You are invited to continue praying for Adam and Jess as they make Huntington 

and St. Pete's their home, as well as to continue praying for the St. Pete's congregation through these                          

transitional phases. You can reach out to Adam to connect at adam@spfcc.org or (214) 769-3162. 

Worship Team Spotlight 
• The SPFCC Worship Team’s purpose is to create opportunities where all feel invited to grow with Jesus. It 

is the vision of the Worship Team that all who gather for worship at St. Pete’s will encounter God.  

• At the beginning of 2021, the Worship Team shared that their hope for the year was to continue to follow 

the pastor's leadership for worship that is meaningful, draws people closer to God, and helps answer some 

of the difficult questions we have.  

• As an update this fall, the Worship Team looks forward to working with Adam Jones to continue the efforts 

of the Worship Team to provide a meaningful worship experience which draws everyone closer to God and 

helps all deal with the challenges we encounter in our daily lives.  

• Please reach out to Worship Team leader David Morrison at davemorr@frontier.com with any suggestions 

or feedback in regard to worship at St. Peter’s First. 

• Mark your calendars to join St. Pete’s for outdoor worship on September 26th as we enjoy the gift of God's 

beautiful creation together! Bee-BQ will have their local food truck here serving in the St. Pete's parking lot 

following service, as well.  

https://m.facebook.com/BEEBQCatering/


E
v
a

n
g

e
l 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45 am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Adam Jones, Pastor 

214.769.3162 

adam@spfcc.org 
 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

barb@spfcc.org 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the 
wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 
company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of 

the Lord, who meditates on it day and night.” Psalm 1:1-2 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

