
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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       From now through most of August, 

we will be reading the minor prophets. 

We’ll get close and personal with some 

of Israel’s wildest figures. “Prophet” is 

a term that gets tossed around a lot 

nowadays. So, what is a prophet? 

      Referring to the work of people like 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

Cornell West writes, “The Black 

prophetic tradition…is a strong counter-

force to these tendencies of our times.” 

Someone like Rev. King countered the 

American tendency toward 

individualism and greed by calling 

people to work together and resist 

poverty. At the root of Rev. King’s 

work, and all genuine prophetic work, is 

radical truth telling. 

      Generally, someone who tells the 

truth is honored. Parents want their kids 

to tell the truth; a friend hopes they can 

trust the words of their friends. Yet 

prophets have a knack for telling truths 

people don’t want to hear. “The 

situation of a person immersed in the 

prophets’ words,” suggests Abraham 

Heschel, “is one of being exposed to a  

ceaseless shattering of indifference.” 

The prophets’ words, in a way, 

revitalize us, awaken us, to see the 

world around us as it is.  

      Think of Hosea’s words to Israel: 

“There is no faithfulness, no love, no 

acknowledgment of God in the land.” 

There is no way the Israelites readily 

and heartily agreed with Hosea’s 

assessment. “Hosea!” they may have 

retorted, “Have you gone mad? Don’t 

you remember all the feasts we have 

and all the worshipping we do?” But 

Hosea peers beneath the surface of their 

feasts and worship. God shows Hosea 

the peoples’ hearts and, in turn, Hosea 

shows Israel the truth about their own 

hearts. If they were a faithful people, a 

loving people, a people who 

acknowledged God in the land, then 

they would be merciful and just. So 

Hosea shares the word of God with 

them, saying, “For I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God 

rather than burnt offerings” (Hos. 6:6). 

      Often times, today, someone is 

called “prophetic” simply because they 

are willing to go on the record and 

verbally pulverize a person with whom 

they disagree. But the “shattering of 

indifference” is not meant only to tear 

people down. A prophet’s task isn’t to 

burn someone to ashes. Hosea’s task 

was to “cut [Israel] to pieces” so that 

they might be rebuilt into the true form 

of who they were meant to be. And the 

words of a Christian prophet today must 

speak truth to the church and the world 

in such a way that indifference is 

shattered and hope is restored. 

      Abraham Heschel calls the prophets 

“some of the most disturbing people 

who have ever lived.” As we read their 

disturbing words, I pray our 

indifference will be shattered, we will 

resist the tendencies of the world, and 

God will rebuild us into the people we 

were made to be. 

 

   Every blessing, 

           Pastor Zen 

 



  June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24 

Snacks Children's Team Shower for Jill Krueger Erica Myers  Betsy Royer 

Reader Jim Ambler Jenna Strick Jay Rinehart Shari Brinneman 

Acolyte  Bailey Baumgardner Kylie Gamlin Claudia Wilson Dana Meyer 

Ring Bell  Scott Baker Rick Chesterman Baumgardner kids Claudia Wilson 

Sound System Drew Morrison Phil Engle Brian Royer David Morrison 

Video Tech Ryan Lemon Walter Hacker Barb Baker Sandy Hacker 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa 

Harter, Jim Hildebrand 

David Morrison,           
Bonnie Hosler,         
Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr,             
Adrian Halverstadt, 

David Morrison 
Something Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Tom Hosler Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison 

Announcements  Jim Ambler David Morrison Brian Royer  Ann Ambler 

Nursery Helper Sandy Shoemaker Sandy Stephan Drew Morrison Maitlyn Christman 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Dawn Williams Barb Derr 
Father's Day - Classes 

Combined 
Robin Baker 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry Megan Condry 
Father's Day -           

Classes Combined 
Shari Brinneman and 

Jennifer Braun 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Betsy Royer Betsy Royer 
Father's Day -             

Classes Combined 
Samantha Sutorius 

Greeter-Wm St  X X X X 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

X X X X 

Usher & Greeters  -
East 

X X X X 

Usher - Center  X X X X 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



Birthdays 

06/01, John Meyer 

06/03, Cassie Hacker 

06/05, Kennedy Baker 

06/08, Dottie McCurley 

06/09, Barb Baker 

Nan Ulrich 

06/11, Doyle Krieg 

06/13, Kelly Halverstadt 

06/14, Ken McCurley 

06/20, Bob Bittner 

06/21, Kirk Baker 

06/22, Joseph Callahan 

Kay Delauter 

Alex Kelsey 

Peggy Scher 

06/23, Jeannie Myers 

06/24, Ann Ambler 

Don Hofmann 

Gracie Zartman 

06/25, Nicole Baker 

06/26, Aaron Baker 

06/27, John Bostel 

Jessie Hess 

Michael Ward 

06/29, Roger Dimond 
 

Anniversaries 

06/01, Scott & Lisa Harter 

Zen & Jessie Hess 

06/04, Doyle & Kathy Krieg 

06/05, Hoss & Jamie Cocklin 

06/06, Jerry & Carol Baker 

06/09, Marland & Mary Sell 

Richard & Jenna Strick 

06/11, Matt & Kristen Harter 

06/15, Jeff & Connie 

Baumgardner 

DeWayne & Marie           

Hockemeyer 

06/20, Herbert & Virginia 

Oden 

06/24, Adam & Erica Myers 

06/25, Marc & Jennifer 

Hollingsworth 

06/26, Kevin & Sandy         

Shoemaker 

Dean & Anne Stonebraker 

06/27, Tom & Bonnie Hosler 

 

 

 
TEAM UPDATES 

 

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 
 

Men’s Team: 

The Men’s Team will need help with a food booth at the Heritage Days Festival on 

Saturday, June 23rd. Help will also be needed to set up and tear down the booth. 

Please see Doyle Krieg if you are interested in helping out in this way.  
 

Women’s Team: 

Save the date for the following upcoming events! 

*SPFCC Cookbook Family Dinner on July 22 following service 

*Rummage Sale preparation and sale from July 29 through August 4 

*Love Unity Feast on August 19 from 11 am-2 pm - Home-baked pies will be needed! 
 

Fellowship Team: 

The Fellowship Team has added two new members, Kenzie and Jill Gamlin. We are 

delighted to have one of our youth represented on our team! Welcome aboard, ladies! 
 

Delayed posting: 

The Fellowship Team hosted a successful "Lunch Bunch" gathering in April with over 

20 hungry attendees! Many thanks go to Linda Jennings, who always delights our 

guests with just the right touch with her food preparation!  A little chair yoga rounded 

off the event! 
 

We need your help with two projects: 1. Please fill out a "Spotlight" questionnaire, so 

our church family gets to know one another better. 2. Please try to attend one of the 

many activities we are hoping will bring young and old alike together. Here are just a 

few of the activities we would like to make happen at SPFCC: attend a Tin Caps 

game, board games in Fellowship Hall, outdoor games, zoo trip, maybe a ride on the 

Dixie? These are just a few activities you will find on the sign up sheet by the church 

office. The "Spotlight" questionnaire can be found here, as well.  
 

If you notice that someone who usually sits by or around you hasn’t been in church for 

several weeks, please let someone on the Fellowship Team know, so we can send 

them a thinking of you card. 
 

Finance Team:  

April 2018 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving    $  17,745 

    Trust Income     $    1,337  

    Miscellaneous Income    $       408 

  Expenses:     $  15,486 
   

  Tuck Pointing funds as of April 30:  $  33,094 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Save the Date! As part of the incentives package for 

SPFCC's fundraising toward the tuck pointing project, a church cookbook 

is being compiled. A potluck meal, including dishes made using 

recipes from our updated SPFCC cookbook, will be held after service on 

July 22, 2018. Save the date and make plans to join us for this delicious 

meal!  

 Calling all golfers! SPFCC plans to hold a nine-hole golf outing on July 

15, 2018, at 12:30 pm, at Dogwood Glen Golf Course in Warren. Please sign 

up as soon as possible on the sheet in the William Street foyer if you are 

interested in playing in the outing, so that we can gauge interest and solidify 

this date with Dogwood Glen. You can sign up as a team of four or sign up as 

an individual, and we will then place you on a team. Cost with a cart is $14/

person and can be paid on the day of the outing. If we have a large group, we 

will be able to have the course closed to other play, so that we have the course 

entirely to ourselves! We hope you will join us for a fun day of SPFCC fellowship!  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Ryan and Satin Lemon on the birth of their son, Lawson James Lemon! 

Lawson joins big sister, Landree (3). 

Congratulations, 2018 Graduates! 

 Taylor Bowers, granddaughter of Rose Sneary and John and Sue Meyer, is graduating 

from Huntington North High School and Creations Cosmetology School. Taylor plans 

to go into cosmetology. 

 Cassie Hacker, daughter of Mike and Sandy Hacker, is graduating with her Doctor of 

Pharmacy from Ohio Northern University. Cassie will begin a residency in critical care 

at the main campus of Cleveland Clinic in June. 

 Kaitlyn La Mar, the daughter of Scott and Jill La Mar and granddaughter of Tom and 

Bonnie Hosler, is graduating from Wabash High School. She plans to attend            

Huntington University to major in nursing. After graduating college, she plans to get 

her Master’s Degree to become a Nurse Practitioner. 

 Gabrielle Malone, granddaughter of Don and Anne Malone, is graduating from nursing school at St. Francis. 

 Sarah Malone, granddaughter of Don and Anne Malone, is graduating from Huntington North High School. 

 

*Join us in honoring and celebrating with our graduates on Sunday morning, June 3rd.*   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Megan Engle: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? No, I became a 

member when we moved to Huntington when I was in eighth grade. 

How long have you been a member?  I have been a member for about 23 years.  

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? its commitment to knowing and loving 

God and sharing that love with others 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? March 26, 2015 and         

February 17, 2017 - I experienced God’s love most profoundly on the days my kids 

were born. 

How would you express God’s mission for your life? Humble yourself. Love unconditionally. 

Keep learning. Let God continue to show you new ways of loving and serving Him. 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? listen, smile, encourage  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? the beautiful faces of my kids 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? nothing - to just be with God  

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? Strawberry cake or any peanut butter & 

chocolate dessert 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

I have worked as the Ministry Coordinator at SPFCC for five years, at the YMCA for four years, and have 

helped coach the women’s golf team at Huntington University for three years. I enjoy golfing, running, 

travelling, and reading. Phil and I got married at SPFCC almost six years ago, and we have two kids - 

Eloise (three years) and Emmitt (fifteen months). I’ve travelled to the 48 continental states and would like 

to take my kids to all 48 states. Running a marathon and writing a book are two items on my bucket list! 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

Please continue to pray for: 

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests                                                 

throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let                                                            

her know.* 



 

Children’s Update 

* Thank you to all the 

kids who helped make 

our Mother’s Day       

celebration memorable!  

The kids enjoyed   

making special  flowers 

to celebrate and thank 

God for all the amazing 

women in our                

congregation!   

*Kids’ Summer Fun is here!  We have an exciting summer of 

growth, discovery, and fun ahead!  This month, we have our 

first Monday Movie afternoon on June 4th!  All ages are        

welcome to join us from 1:00-3:00 pm for a movie!  Also in 

June, we will have our KSF Experiences by age!  Be sure to 

grab a flyer to check out all the opportunities to have fun and 

grow in your faith this summer!   

Celebration Moment:  Recently the kids in the Kids Ignite class 

had the opportunity to be the teacher for the day!  They did 
such a great job leading one another and also had a lot of fun 

with it.  The kids especially enjoyed a hands on activity                  

focusing on God’s love and forgiveness for us.  They were 
laughing and having a good time as they said, “We won’t            

forget this!”  It’s always encouraging to see our kids growing 

and leading!    
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 
*Homework Help wrapped up another great year in May.  

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to help with the program, 

provided snacks for the students, and prayed for us.  Our            

volunteers invested over 300 hours in the students this year and 

our congregation donated over 3,250 snacks and drinks!  

We’ve seen the students not only grow in their studies but also 

in their self-confidence this year.  It’s been encouraging to see 

the relationships the volunteers have formed with the students 

deepen over the course of the year.  Thank you for your                

continued support of this program.   

* We will have some special events recognizing and celebrating 

the students’ hard work throughout the year!  We look forward 

to celebrating with these students who have attended         

Homework Help the most this year! 

Celebration Moment: We love to celebrate the students and 
their accomplishments!  At a 

recent grade check one of our 

hardest working students had 
seen her grades improve               

tremendously!  She was so  
excited to have three B’s, and 

we all were glad to celebrate 

with her.  It has been           
encouraging to see her          

confidence grow over the 

course of the year as she feels 
more self-assured in her             

abilities!   

Youth Update 

*Summer Youth Gatherings:  The youth will continue to meet 

on Wednesdays and then for various special events throughout 

the summer.  Be sure to check the summer calendar for more 

details or contact Megan.  We’ve got lots of fun activities 

planned for the summer.  All middle and high school students 

are welcome to attend.   

Celebration Moment:  We’ve been talking about the armor of 
God on Wednesday evenings.  The youth had a great discussion 

about the various pieces of armor, how we can use them, and 
what it looks like to rely on God’s armor in our daily lives.  

They especially enjoyed trying on the armor!  I was talking with 

one of our youth recently, and she was sharing how she had 
remembered a particular piece of the armor during a hard 

situation. She was eager to continue to use God’s armor!   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC wrapped up a great year in May with our end of the year 

celebrations.  The kids thoroughly enjoyed our HKC                     

celebrations!  They enjoyed reviewing verses from the year, 

sharing about RESPECT, and talking in their groups about what 

they’ve learned from God’s Word.  Of course, there was food, 

games, and time outdoors, too!  

*Thank you to St. Pete’s for your continued support of this  

program through the use of the building, the van, providing 

volunteers, financial gifts, and all the other ways you make a 

difference in the lives of the kids in our community through 

your partnership in this ministry.   

*Summer Gatherings!  Throughout the summer, the kids from 

HKC will have opportunities to get together to connect,           

continue forming relationships, and grow in their faith.  We 

used the kids’ ideas and suggestions to plan our summer!   

Celebration Moment: The kids were so flexible with weather 
conflicts changing our end of the year plans!  It was fun to 

watch them playing frisbee outside and designing the sidewalk.  

The kids have really formed amazing friendships this year and 
it’s encouraging to see them interacting with each other and 

caring for one another.  They loved making picture frames and 

were excited to take a bunch of HKC pictures home with them!!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   

Bittersweet 

     I watch the days go by on my calendar, knowing they each 

happen as I live in them, but, at the same time, they sometimes 

seem like a blur.  How is it the end of May?  How are we yet again 

at the close of another school year?  As the end of the school year 

is upon us, I find myself sad that it is ending more than I have 

some years.  The word I keep using to describe it is bittersweet.  

How did the time go by so quickly?  I find I’m not quite ready for 

it to be the end.  It’s like some journeys have only just begun and 

others have reached a bold new season that doesn’t feel right to cut 

off either.  I find that I’m mourning the end of things this year 

more than others.  Maybe it’s something about aging, but I’m 

guessing it’s got something to do with a whole lot of other things, 

too! 

     “Bittersweet is the idea that in all things there is both something 

broken and something beautiful, that there is a sliver of lightness 

on even the darkest of nights, a shadow of hope in every 

heartbreak, and that rejoicing is no less rich when it contains a 

splinter of sadness” (Bittersweet, 11).  These words capture 

beautifully my heart for this past school year.  It’s been a hard year 

in a lot of ways.  It’s been a year filled with change, challenges, 

difficult seasons, sadness, and brokenness.  I’ve felt my heart be 

more broken for the students as I enter more deeply into their lives.  

There have been seasons of pain and tears as I’ve wished I could 

do more for the brokenness in their lives.  Nights have been filled 

with questions as I wonder if I could have done something more or 

handled a situation differently.  Yet, I would also gladly celebrate 

this year!  I would tell about all the joy, hope, growth, and 

beautiful moments with students, about tiny moments of hugs, 

laughter, and connection.  These are glimmers of hope that have 

bled love into the brokenness.  On those trying days and hard 

nights, no matter the pain and brokenness, I turned my heart 

toward Christ and asked him to help me see the beauty and 

glimmers of hope.  No matter the day, the season, or the sorrow, 

“God’s love, though, is ever and always” (Psalm 103:17, The 

Message).   The truth of who God is has carried me through hard 

days, weeks, and months.  God’s love has been a beacon reminding 

me of his presence in this day, no matter what it may hold.  I’ve 

held onto this scripture on many days this year.  “For the Lord is 

good and his love endures forever; His faithfulness continues 

through all generations” (Psalm 100:5). 

     I’m coming to a deeper understanding and appreciation of what 

it means to live embracing bittersweet.  It’s not just finding the 

sweet in the broken, but it’s realizing that both parts, the sweet and 

the bitter, are so integral, together, in this life.  “Bittersweet is the 

practice of believing that we really do need both the bitter and the 

sweet, and that a life of nothing but sweetness rots both your teeth 

and your soul.  Bitter is what makes us strong, what forces us to 

push through, what helps us earn the lines on our faces and the 

calluses on our hands.  Sweet is nice enough, but bittersweet is 

beautiful, nuanced, full of depth and complexity.  Bittersweet is 

courageous, gutsy, earthy” (Bittersweet, 11). 

     This combination of the bitter and the sweet is why after a 

sweet treat, I will always reach for a pretzel or cracker, something 

to break the sweetness.  It’s a bit radical for us to think of 

bittersweet as beautiful, but I’m finding that more and more the life 

changing moments aren’t the all sweet ones but the ones that 

happen as, over time, the light begins to break through the 

darkness.  I cherish those moments much more because they are 

aged, earthy, and beautiful.  Moments become sweeter when they 

are bittersweet because you’ve journeyed through the hard part, 

you’ve held onto the truth that God is in all things, and you can 

celebrate with more gusto that God is redeeming and restoring all 

things! 

     Last week I was sitting outside when I exclaimed, “The 

building looks beautiful!”  I’ve seen the crew working on the 

building each day, watching the process, step by step, but until that 

moment, I hadn’t stepped back to see the full picture.  The 

transformation to uncover and reclaim the beauty of the exterior of 

the building was astounding.  I’d seen the brick and paint each day 

as I walk in and out but hadn’t noticed how much pain, heaviness, 

and wear and tear the building was carrying.  The work has 

revealed the beauty that was there, all along, that just needed to be 

cared for and loved again.  As I think back on this year, on the 

relationships, connections, and journeys with students, I can’t help 

but feel bittersweet thinking about the same reclaiming process 

God is doing in their lives.  Some of the pain, brokenness, lies, and 

sadness have covered up our students and made it hard to see their 

real hearts.  Then, like the washing, cleaning, and empowering of 

the building to its real beauty, the same process happens in the 

lives of students.  Walls come down, hearts are opened, and 

through the tiniest of words, thoughts, prayers, hugs, and 

encouragement, the beauty begins to emerge.  Often it’s in small 

glimmers, but, nonetheless, hope remains.  I think that’s why this 

end of the year is especially hard and bittersweet.  Some of these 

sweet moments are starting to unfold and I want to see what 

happens next.  I know that the summer season is necessary and 

important, that change is a good and healthy thing, so I’ll choose to 

spend my summer, praying, hoping, and believing in the good 

work God is doing.  It will be different, bittersweet, not seeing the 

students every day, but it will be a good time to reflect, to pray, to 

send cards, to send texts, and to continue to look for the sweet even 

in the broken.  Thank God that He believes in us, that He continues 

to clean us up, reclaiming us for His purposes. 

    As you walk in and out of church over the next few weeks, be 

sure to step back and look at the transforming work that is 

happening, as they are uncovering and reclaiming the building.  

May the work on the building remind you of the ever changing, 

growing, redeeming things God is doing in your life and the lives 

of those around you.  I encourage you to embrace a life of 

bittersweet, celebrating the sweet and also clinging to the glimmers 

of hope breaking through the darkness.  “God’s love, though, is 

ever and always” (Psalm 103:17). 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC June Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

1 
 
 

2 

 

3 
 
 
 

9:30 am 
Worship and 
Graduate 
Recognition 

4 
 

 
 
1-3 pm KSF 
Monday 
Movie 
 
6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 

5 
 
 
 

SeniorPak 
 
4-5 pm KSF 
Stories (two 
year to pre) 
 
6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:45 pm 

Youth Group 

 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 
8:45 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 

11 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
6:30-8:30 pm 
HKC 

12 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Council 

13 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 

14 
 
 
 
4:30-7:30 pm 
FH Rental 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

Happy Father’s 
Day! 
 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  

18 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
Practice 
 

19 
 
SeniorPak 
 
4-5:30 pm KSF 
Discovery      
(K-2) 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
Men’s Team 
food booth at 
Heritage Days 

24 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 

25   

 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 
6:30-8:30 pm 
HKC 

26 
 
4-6 pm KSF 
Adventure 
(grades 3-5) 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
 

28 
 

29 30 



 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“Discipline means to prevent everything in your life from 

being filled up. Discipline means that somewhere you’re 

not occupied, and certainly not preoccupied. In the 

spiritual life, discipline means to create that space in 

which something can happen that you hadn’t planned or 

counted on…If we create space in which God can act and 

speak, something surprising will happen.” ~Henri Nouwen 
 

      We typically wake our kids up around 7 am during the 

week, but our amazing Eloise has woken up at 6:30 each 

morning this week. This half an hour may not seem like a 

lot, but when 6 am-7 am is the only time you have each 

day to read your Bible, pick up toys, do dishes, fold the 

laundry, etc. without a three year old and one year old 

helping you, that extra half an hour is precious time! 

      When Eloise woke up this morning, her first question 

was, “Is Daddy still in bed?” I said, “Yes,” and she told 

me, “Let’s go wake him up!” So, I took her to our room, 

put her in our bed, and I laid back down in bed beside her 

as she woke up Daddy. She then snuggled in between us, 

covered up with her peachy blankie, and told us, “This is 

fun!” 

      I created space for this experience to occur. I don’t 

really feel like I had much choice in the matter. I guess I 

could have left Eloise yelling in her bed for half an hour. 

But, then she would have woken up her brother, too. And, I 

couldn’t really let her yell for her momma for that long, 

although some days I consider it! Creating space for our 

children to often disrupt our plans is just part of being a 

parent. And, of course, that few minutes we spent snuggled 

in bed with Eloise made losing that half hour of 

accomplishing other tasks worth it. But, how do we create 

space for God to do something we hadn’t planned or 

counted on? God doesn’t audibly yell at me like Eloise 

does, forcing me to acknowledge Him. In turn, creating 

space for God to act and speak is a little more difficult. 

      Although life with two young children has forced me to 

let go of a lot, I still struggle with letting go of the control I 

think I have over my time. I still struggle with knowing 

how to live in the present rather than in the future, how to 

let myself be rather than do, how to be generous with my 

time rather than follow a strict schedule, how to engage 

rather than let life pass me by, how to create space in 

which something can happen that I hadn’t planned or 

counted on, rather than constantly being occupied. As God 

works in my heart to help me create more space in which 

He can act and speak, He is teaching me to remember three 

things. 

     First, He reminds me that we choose the activities we 

put on our calendars. We make time for the people and 

things that are important to us. We may say we don’t have 

time for x, y, and z. But, we’re choosing not to make time 

for x, y, and z. I believe that God asks us, as His disciples, 

to choose to create space solely for Him to surprise us. 

And, as He works in the little space we give Him, we 

desire to give Him more and more. 

      Secondly, as He works in the little space we give Him, 

we recognize Him more and more…in the non-white 

space, too! Recently, I’ve felt God’s presence at some of 

the most mundane times…while walking the thirty steps to 

my car after work or while driving a few miles to pick up 

my kids at the end of the day. It’s as if God is saying, “I’m 

here. Enjoy my presence. Enjoy this in between. Don’t 

only enjoy it once you’ve reached your destination, but 

enjoy the journey to the destination…because the 

destination is ever changing.” 

      Finally, God is 

teaching me that we 

have more white 

space than we realize. 

Maybe we just need 

to be more engaged in 

it. Eloise recently 

asked me to sit with 

her at the kitchen table while she colored. As usual, I listed 

several things I needed to do before I could sit. Once I 

finally sat, instead of just sitting with her, I asked her if I 

could color, too, to which she wholeheartedly replied, 

“Yes!” How do I engage in the present? I put down my 

phone and pick up a crayon. I become a character in the 

story rather than an observer. I ask God how He wants to 

teach me in this moment, and I listen, instead of cutting off 

new possibilities where something surprising can happen! 

"We can’t rewind time, which is all the more reason to be 

present and to pay attention to the here and now. To accept 

the invitation. To Come. To Sit. To Be,” (Ginger Hughes, 

No Mama’s Perfect).  

      God continually invites us…to come, to sit, to be. 

Creating space for God to act doesn’t mean cancelling 

plans at the last minute or failing to follow through on our 

commitments. Instead, it means a change in our outlook 

and in our lifestyle. How do we get comfortable with being 

unoccupied so that God has the opportunity to work in our 

lives? How do we BE the work of God rather than DO the 

work of God? How might God surprise us when we create 

space for Him to act and speak?  

      “The opposite of depression is delight, being 

spontaneously surprised by the goodness and beauty of 

living…[D]elight has to catch us unaware, at a place where 

we are not rationalizing that we are happy,” (Ronald 

Rolheiser, The Holy Longing, pg. 26). When is the last 

time you allowed God to spontaneously surprise you by the 

goodness and beauty of living? Sometimes creating space 

for God to be present just means creating space for 

unplanned fun! 

      God, unclutter our lives. Remove the things from our 

lives that keep us feeling unnecessarily busy. Give us 

grace. May we discipline ourselves to create space for You 

to act and speak. In that space, help us recognize You. 

Open us up to your surprises, Lord. We love you. Amen. 

              ~Megan Engle 
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“When pride comes, then comes disgrace, 

    but with humility comes wisdom.”  

Proverbs 11:2 
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