
Resuming In-Person Activities at 
St. Peter’s First Community Church 

Basic Details 
When?  
Beginning with 9:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, June 14, 2020.  1

What?  
All in-person activities at the St. Peter’s First Community Church building (i.e. Worship, 
ministry team meetings, building rentals, etc.) or activities otherwise organized by 
SPFCC (i.e. Women’s Circle, etc.). 

How?  
Starting June 14, all in-person activities will implement social distancing guidelines and 
other recommendations from our local health department. As guidelines change, we will 
update our congregational and building guidelines accordingly. All worship services will 
be live streamed or otherwise offered in digital form for those who discern the need to 
continue avoiding public gatherings. 

Why?  
We are longing for communal, in-person worship for the whole congregation and any 
guests that want to join with us. So, we are waiting until June 14 because… 

1. June 14 is the Sunday when Indiana no longer recommends our brothers and sisters 
who are 65+ or immunocompromised stay home to minimize their exposure to 
COVID-19. So, it is the Sunday when our entire church family could gather, 
according to health experts, without putting our most vulnerable at considerable risk 
for infection and subsequent harm. 

 This is our “hoping for” date. At this time, it seems very reasonable. If things change at the local, state, 1

or federal level, this date may need revised.



2. June 14 is the Sunday when gatherings in Indiana can exceed 100 people. In 2019, 
we averaged 108 people at our Sunday morning worship. So, this is the first Sunday 
when it seems wise to encourage the full congregation to gather together. 

Patiently waiting until June 14th is consistent with our desire to welcome all who wish to 
worship as one body in one place and our desire to stand in solidarity with our broader 
community by following guidelines to slow the spread of the disease.  2

The Fine Print 

1. In keeping with our decentralized church structure, team leaders are responsible for 
deciding with their teams whether and how they will carry out their activities in 
person starting on June 14. Council and staff will readily provide support and 
oversight to the teams, so they do not have to make difficult decisions on their own, 
but council and staff will not make decisions for the teams. The staff will continue to 
support and assist teams for whom digital meetings are preferable by helping them to 
setup digital meetings, communicate, etc. 

2. At least through July 4, 2020, and depending on local and state health guidelines, all 
activities must adhere to social distancing practices. We trust that SPFCC leaders 
hosting events or leaders of events otherwise held at SPFCC will do their best to 
abide by social distancing guidelines articulated by our local health board, state 
guidelines, and CDC recommendations. This applies to worship, weddings, funerals, 
building rentals, etc.  3

3. Prior to their event, leaders of events that take place in the SPFCC building must 
communicate, as usual, to Megan Engle the date, time, and areas used so that our 
cleaning team can ensure those areas are adequately disinfected according to best 
practices. Please follow up immediately following your event to indicate additional 
spaces used. 

 Worth noting: a number of other city churches are planning to resume in-person activities on June 14.2

 For a summary of state guidelines: https://backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-3

IN_PlacesOfWorship.pdf See also Appendix 1 that has our local health department’s recommendations. 

https://backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-IN_PlacesOfWorship.pdf
https://backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-IN_PlacesOfWorship.pdf


Guiding Principles 
As odd as this season has already been, we are moving into a new season with just as 
many unknowns and variables. We hope that our beloved SPFCC family will let the fruits 
of the spirit be our guiding principles in this season. (After all, they should be our guiding 
principles at all times!) Here’s how each fruit might begin to apply to our current 
situation. 

Love. Our love for God and one another will guide all of our actions. We will not add to 
the bleak public discourse which uses hateful language and even violence. We will not act 
or speak in ways that are unloving, even if we strongly disagree with someone else. 

Joy. We will seek joy even in our frustration (and, likely, confusion!). God is working 
together all things for our good, even in this moment. So, joy can be found, even if we 
must help one another to discover it through prayer, singing, etc.  

Peace. We will pray for peace in our hearts, minds, spirits, and bodies. The many changes 
to our lives stirred up and will continue to stir up anxiety and fear. We will lift our 
anxieties and fears to God in the pursuit of peace that surpasses all understanding. 

Patience. We will exercise patience, understanding that sometimes good things come 
slowly. Lent was an exercise in waiting in the wilderness. We have prepared for the slow, 
uncertain steps we must take as a church family. 

Gentleness. We will continue to exercise profound, Christ-like gentleness toward all, 
especially those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. This gentleness will look like 
moving slowly and deliberately, with a deep care for one another. 

Kindness. The world could always use more kindness, and especially now as people are 
eager to prove their side was right. We will emphasize kindness in our speech, action, and 
decision making. SPFCC congregants are strongly encouraged to ask whether what they 
are saying or doing is kind, especially in public settings like social media. 

Faithfulness. Corrie Ten Boom says that you wouldn’t jump off a train just because it 
went through a dark tunnel and you couldn’t see the path ahead. You’d stay on, trusting 
the conductor. Likewise, we encourage you to keep the faith in these strange days. Our 
days are in God’s hand, as our window says. May we also continue in faithfulness to our 
church family, through participating in its life together in whatever ways we are able.  



Goodness. Paul says all things are lawful or permitted, but not all things are beneficial or 
constructive (1 Corinthians 10:23). We should seek to do what is good, not whatever we 
are allowed to do or whatever we want. So, we will continue to seek what is good for 
SPFCC and for the community as we carry forward. 

Self-control.  It’s tough keeping the guidelines for social distancing but this is how we 
care for one another. So, let’s be self-controlled in our actions, with faith, hope, and love 
sustaining our disciplines. 

May the Spirit grow these fruits within us as life’s journey brings us into unexpected 
places.  

With one heart and mind, 
SPFCC Council & Staff 


