
St. Peter’s First Community Church
Advent Devotional 2019



Monday, December 2nd

Zen Hess   Sermon Reflection

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: In the last days 
the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of 

Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out 
from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations 

and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 

they train for war anymore. Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the 
LORD.

— Isaiah 2:1-5 —

1. What do mountains symbolize to you? Why might God have shown Isaiah a 
mountain to describe what God’s coming in fullness will be like?

2. List the things God plans to do when He establishes His presence permanently 
on earth. How do these plans make you feel? What else do you hope for?

3. We are invited to “walk in the light of the Lord.” How might we walk in the light even 
now, based on the things God shows Isaiah He plans to do?

For Children: I wonder if you’ve ever tried walking in the dark? How does it make you feel 
to know that God helps us to walk through this life, even when it seems dark and hard 
and scary?



Tuesday, December 3rd

Jaq Webb    Psalm 122



Wednesday, December 4th

Paula Easterday    Prayer Reflection: Romans 13: 11 - 14

Dear Lord Jesus, most precious son of the One True God,

We humbly ask that you would awaken us from our slumber and wash the sleep from 
our eyes, so that we may see that the night is far spent.

Allow us to see that you are our salvation, and without you, we do not stand a chance 
against the darkness of this world.

We ask that you would clothe us in your armour of light so that we may fight off the 
works of darkness.

Lord Jesus, we ask that you give us the strength to walk the path you have lain before us 
with honesty and humility.

We pray that you will help us deny the desires of our flesh and become the people you 
created us to be.

May our thoughts, words, and deeds be pleasing to you.

In Jesus’ precious name we pray, Amen.



Thursday, December 5th

Poetry by Malcom Guite      0 Rex Gentium

0 King of our desire whom we despise, 
King of the nations never on the throne, 

Unfound foundation, cast-off cornerstone, 
Rejected joiner, making many one:

You have no form or beauty for our eyes, 
A King who comes to give away his crown, 

A King within our rags of flesh and bone.
We pierce the flesh that pierces our disguise, 

For we ourselves are found in you alone.
Come to us now and find in us your throne,

0 King within the child within the clay,
0 hidden King who shapes us in the play 

Of all creation. Shape us for the day
Your coming Kingdom comes into its own.



Friday, December 6th

Go Forth     Missionaries Supported by SPFCC

Matthew 24:36-44

During this advent season, may we remember the missionaries that SPFCC supports.  
Let us take some time today to be praying for each family.  The Christmas season can 

be an amazing time of sharing about the great news of Jesus coming to this earth.  
Sharing with unbelieving friends about different family traditions that have been cel-
ebrated for many years can be some amazing bridges to the Gospel.  For example, a 
family having a birthday cake or celebration for Jesus, using an advent calendar as a 

way to anticipate the coming birth, the idea of a candy cane and the symbolism behind 
it, the presence of a nativity scene in the home as a visual reminder of the biblical nar-
rative, and so many other things that we often don't even think about anymore!  Pray 

that this time of year will provide many open doors to share more about the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

But I also want to recognize and be praying for our missionaries who are away from 
family during this season.  While it is incredible to see opportunities to share with un-
believers around them, it is still really hard to celebrate Christmas away from family.  
While technology, such as video calling like Skype or FaceTime, is an amazing gift, it 

cannot replace actual time spent with family.  

Here is a snapshot of the missionaries SPFCC currently supports.  Jeff, Jenifer, Emer-
son, and Atticus Ott serve with Novo and are based in Italy.  Andy, Cassie, Sophia, and 

Vera Miller serve with SEND International and are based in the midwest of the US.  Joe, 
Natalie, Ezra, Keziah, and Malachi Reed serve with Exponent Group and are based in 

the Boston/New England area of the US.  

Let's pray today that our missionaries and missionaries all over the world would have 
opportunities this advent season to share the good new of Jesus, but also pray for 

them and their families as they are apart.



Monday, December 9th

Zen Hess   Sermon Reflection

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—and 
he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or 

decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness 

will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will live with the 
lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling to-

gether; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will 
lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the 

cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither 
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge 

of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a 
banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glori-

ous.

— Isaiah 11:1-10 —

1. How does the Branch judge and make decisions differently from us, or from oth-
er rulers? Why do you think the differences a good thing?

2. How does it make you feel to imagine a world so radically changed? How might 
you pray in response to this future hope?

3. All of this change takes place because the “earth will be filled with the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.” What ways do you find most helpful in grow-
ing in knowledge of the LORD and how might you seek it more intentionally?

For Children: What are you afraid of? How does it make you feel to know that one day 
God will make all scary things into friendly and joyful things?



Tuesday, December 10th

Oliver Metzger    Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19



Wednesday, December 11th

Jenna Strick    Prayer Reflection: Romans 15:4-13

Find a quiet spot in your home with a comfortable place to sit. 
Before reading the Scripture below, repeat 3x slowly and with deep breaths:

“Breathe on me, breath of God”

Romans 15:4-13 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we 

might have hope.
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice 
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 
truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed and, more-

over, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;

    I will sing the praises of your name.”
 Again, it says,

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
 And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
    let all the peoples extol him.”

And again, Isaiah says,
“The Root of Jesse will spring up,

    one who will arise to rule over the nations;
    in him the Gentiles will hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Repeat 3x slowly with deep breaths:
Immanuel, God with us, be our Hope. 

Immanuel, God with us, be our Joy. 
Immanuel, God with us, be our Peace. 

Amen.



Thursday, December 12th

0 come, 0 come, and be our God-with-us,
0 long-sought with-ness for a world without,

0 secret seed, 0 hidden spring of light. 
Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name,

Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame,
0 quickened little wick so tightly curled, 

Be folded with us into time and place, 
Unfold for us the mystery of grace

And make a womb of all this wounded world.
0 heart of heaven beating in the earth,
0 tiny hope within our hopelessness, 

Come to be born, to bear us to our birth,
To touch a dying world with new-made hands 

And make these rags of time our swaddling bands.

Poetry by Malcom Guite      0 Emmanuel



Friday, December 13th

Go Forth     Campus Life

Matthew 3: 1-12

Campus Life has a rich history in Huntington County. We have been in this county for 
over 40 years serving the middle school and high school aged students. Currently, our 
programs have over 300 students involved on the middle school and high school level 
as well as many relationships outside of our Club programs! We are a relational min-
istry with the goal of raising up lifelong followers of Jesus! Through our relationships, 
we advocate that everyone has a story. By encouraging our adult leaders to engage in 
authentic Christ-sharing relationships, we hope that students will begin to see what a 
relationship with Christ can look like through our conversations, getting to know their 
stories, and sharing God’s story with them as we live life together. 

Through Campus Life, we have many students who have said “Yes” to Jesus for the 
first time and are forever changed because of it. I could tell you so many stories of 
impacted teens, but I want to highlight “Clara’s” story. “Clara” lost her dad to cancer 
a few years ago and didn’t know how to cope with her feelings of loss and grief. She 
turned to alcohol and drugs to cope and never spoke of the pain she was feeling. After 
one of our high school Campus Life Clubs on Monday nights, “Clara” came up to me 
and asked to meet. We sat down and she talked to me about what was going on. She 
didn’t have anyone talking to her about these things and her friends didn’t know how 
to deal with that kind of pain. “Clara” and I began to meet every week for a while and 
began to talk through things. We were able to get her connected to a counselor and, 
over time, she learned to move through her grief instead of covering it up with alcohol. 
“Clara” also said “Yes” to Jesus for the very first time. She recently committed to fol-
lowing Him with her life. She wants to impact others and help younger people under-
stand that they don’t have to make the same mistakes that she did! 

If you would like to get involved or learn more, you can email me at lirick@yfcnin.org or 
visit yfcnin.org for more information



Monday, December 16th

Zen Hess    Sermon Reflection

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glo-
ry of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the 
glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the 
knees that give way; say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God 
will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save 
you.” Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush 
forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a 
pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass 
and reeds and papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way 
of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; 
wicked fools will not go about on it. No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they 
will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, and those the LORD 
has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their 
heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

— Isaiah 35:1-10 —

1. When Isaiah was called to prophesy, he was told to tell the people not to hear or 
to see (Isaiah 6). What do you think is happening, then, in this passage, when people’s 
eyes and ears are opened?

2. The land, wilderness, and crocus—a vivid purple flower—are all going to respond 
to God’s coming glory. How does it make you feel to know that all of creation has its 
own unique relationship with God?

3. This passage has some harsh words for the “unclean” and “wicked fools.” How 
might the other passages we’ve read from Isaiah help us not to live as “unclean” and 
“wicked fools”?

For Children: I wonder if you’ve ever imagined wild things—like plants and animals—
talking? Did you know God can hear them and responds to them in God’s own unique 
way? How does that make you feel?



Tuesday, December 17th

Ashley Hines    Psalm 146:5-10



Wednesday, December 18th

Eva Webb    Prayer Reflection: James 5:7-10

Prior to this passage James give a sobering exhortation to those wielding financial power, warning them 
that their priority of earthly treasures leads to sin and death. In verse 7, James calls his brothers and 

sisters to be patient. The context is important because if James (or anyone for that matter) was telling the 
endangered and oppressed to just be patient, it would be unsupportive, unloving and maybe a little cruel. 
But this call for patience is with the knowledge of a very important promise that the story will not end with 

the oppressors winning. God sees those oppressed brothers and sisters and James wants to remind 
them that lasting and hopeful change is coming even when it is not easy for them to see it in their current 

circumstances. 

James’ call for patience is, according to Susan Eastman, “an alternative to the life of grasping and 
exploitation that James condemns in 5:1-6.” When we choose to not demand instant gratification, we 

choose patience. This concept is so opposite of our culture that demands everything instantly because 
we “deserve it.” 

Living out this lie to get what we want when we want it ravages our earth, relationships, and each of us 
as individuals. The wise counsel of being patient allows us to live more generously and with freedom. 
Examples of how impatient living destroys our world abound. We kill the natural world for the love of 

money, power, and convenience, not thinking of all the habitats and lives we will impact. 

The act of patient living builds relationships. When our lives are rooted in patience, trusting that Jehovah 
Jireh is in control, we are free to love and encourage each other. We can give each other the benefit of the 

doubt instead of grumbling, complaining and blaming each other for our bad circumstances.

HOW? How do I? How do we stay patient? This is really hard for me. I struggle regularly with worry about 
the destruction of our world. How do I actively live patiently and trust God? It is so easy to let myself react 

out of impatience and judgment. Susan Eastman convicts me again with the reminder that “Patience 
involves a capacity to suspend such judgment, to live with unresolved problems and relationships. 

Christians are not to stand aside from that groaning and pain and yearning, but to share with all humanity 
in suffering and hoping for God's salvation.” 

This is a positive action that glorifies God and is helpful to myself, those in my community and the world 
at large. Hoping in God is a better use of my energy. Choosing to pour out my heart in prayer to the Victor 

instead of letting the evil around me drag me through its sludge is a better and much more hopeful action. 
Prayer is a great alternative to wallowing in fear. Living in fear isn’t something that sets us apart from the 

world. Fear happens, but what we do with it will either help us spread God’s hope or fall deeper into fearful 
despair.

As a nature lover, James’ examples of patience and delayed gratification in nature (vs.7) are especially 
encouraging. I am brought to awe regularly by patience demonstrated in nature’s cycles when I’m outside. 

The end is hard to see and anticipate, but the very end, and how God will make all things whole again, is 
something we can hope in. When we take time to look a little closer, we can see and participate in how God 

is making all things new even now.



Thursday, December 19th

Poetry by Malcom Guite      Christmastide

Mary
You bore for me the One who came to bless 
And bear for all, to make the broken whole. 

You heard his call, and in your open 'yes' 
You spoke aloud for every living soul.

Oh gracious Lady, child of your own child, 
Whose mother-love still calls the child in me, 

Call me again, for I am lost and wild
Waves surround me now. 

On this dark sea Shine as a star and call me to the shore.
Open a door that all my sins would close 

And hold me in your garden. Let me share 
The prayer that folds the petals of the Rose. 

Enfold me too in love's last mystery,
And bring me to the One you bore for me.



Friday, December 20th

Go Forth     Love INC

Matthew 11: 2-11

Love In the Name of Christ - Love INC - mobilizes local churches to transform lives 
and communities In the Name of Christ.  Each year nearly 4,000 Huntington County 
residents are served through the ministries of Love INC.  With the support of partner 
churches, Love INC seeks to fill service or resource gaps that arise in our community.  
Some of the ministries currently offered through Love INC include:
The Community Food Pantry and Supply Closet
Covered With Love thrift store
Loads of Love laundry ministry
Bare Necessities diaper ministry - at St. Peter Lutheran Church
Pet Food Pantry - at First Presbyterian Church
Loving Neighbors relational ministry
Back-to-School program
and the Christmas Gift Shop

Love INC only works because of the incredible efforts of our partners and volunteers. 
The support we receive helps us to lean into our purpose; helping local churches help 
local people.  This requires people, time, money and a whole lot of prayer.  Here are 
some of the ways you can partner with Love INC. 

• Volunteering - We believe everyone's gifts and abilities can be used at Love INC 
to further the work of God.
•  Financial Support and In-kind donations - Financial support or donations of 
clothing, food, or household supplies are all used and shared locally with neighbors in 
need. 
• Prayer - Prayer support is essential to the work and mission of Love INC. Please 
keep our neighbors, volunteers, board and staff lifted up in prayer.



Monday, December 23rd

Zen Hess    Sermon Reflection

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz [through Isaiah], “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, 
whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; 
I will not put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is 
it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel. He will be eating curds and honey when he knows 
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, for before the boy knows enough to 
reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid 
waste. 

— Isaiah 7:10-16 —

1. The name “Immanuel” means “God with us.” We take this for granted. Pause for 
a moment and think about the implications of having God come as a human. What do 
you feel in your heart?

2. The notoriously wicked king, Ahaz, fakes righteousness by refusing to ask for 
a sign to avoid the word God is trying to give him through Isaiah. What ways have you 
found to act righteous in order to resist doing the harder things God calls you to do?

3. What do we learn about God that, even though we resist the signs God tries to 
give, God gives us the signs for our good anyhow?

For Children: I wonder if you’ve ever refused to eat something your parents or caregiv-
ers wanted you to eat that tasted bad but was good for you? How does it make you feel 
to know that God sometimes does the same kind of thing, but giving you a good thing 
even though you don’t want it yet?



Tuesday, December 24th

Dana Meyer    Prayer Reflection: Psalm 98

Lord, there are days we feel blessed beyond words, overjoyed and happy, we sing praise 
to you.  There are days the pain, grief and sorrow are too much to bear, we search your 

word for comfort and again sing praise to you.  

During some of my darkest days, David Crowder “Comes as You Are” and “I Am” were 
set on repeat.  Now it’s Hillsong “What a beautiful Name” or the country artist Chase 

Rice “Amen.”  Praise, lyrics, rhythm, pain, a common bond, joy and instrumentation can 
soothe and begin to heal the soul.  It is therapeutic.  It provides hope.

We thank you Lord for the gift of life in this beautiful place.  For a unique journey that is 
all our own, that is always building and challenging us to deepen our faith and soar.  

We thank you Lord for your glory and for sending us your Son so that we may live eter-
nally with you.  We sing praise to you...Joy to the World.



Wednesday, December 25th

Megan Engle    Prayer Reflection: Romans 1: 1-7

Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus, your Son and our Savior, to be the Good 
News for the world this Advent season and always. I pray, Lord, that you would plant 

the hope of this Good News and the truth of your word deep within us, your people, so 
that we may carry it with us wherever we go. May we recognize the daily work we do by 
which we bring glory to your name. May we receive the grace you offer. May we share 

the message of resurrection and new life through our actions, words, and deeds. Make 
us worthy, Lord, to journey with one another in faith. Bring justice. Bring peace. Bring 

Jesus. We trust you, Lord, and we gratefully follow you above all else. Thank you for the 
freedom that knowing you brings. Give us the words to celebrate the great things you’ve 
done and the magnificent hope we have of all that is yet to be in Christ. In so doing, may 
we lead others to believe and obey you, so that we may all be drawn into your love more 

deeply. We love you, Lord, and we thank you for being a joyful, loving God who never 
leaves us or forsakes us. Humble us, Lord. Make us holy. Make us yours. Amen.



Thursday, December 26th

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when divid-

ing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s 

boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will 
be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no 

end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding 
it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD 

Almighty will accomplish this.

— Isaiah 9:2-7 — 

1. Is there a season in life that you remember “emerging” from the darkness of a 
hard time? (Maybe after a death, financial hardship, family division, etc.) How does it 
feel to know that God will bring us into the greatest season of relief we could possibly 
experience?

2. “The government will be on his shoulders.” Christ is indeed a political figure. In the 
world to come, governance will be his entirely. How does this future promise challenge 
us to view our governments now?

3. Meditate on the names Son will be called. What do they mean to you? What other 
Scriptures do they call to mind?  How do they give you comfort or joy?

For Children: I wonder what your name means? What do you think about the names 
given to God’s Son?

Zen Hess    Sermon Reflection



Friday, December 27th

Go Forth     SPFCC Ministries

Matt. 1:18-25

SeniorPak: SPFCC volunteers deliver groceries through the SeniorPak program every other 
Tuesday throughout the year to seniors in the Huntington community who qualify for the 
program. You can support the program by volunteering to help pack or deliver groceries 

on Tuesdays, by donating financially to the SeniorPak program, and by praying for the 
continual growth of relationships between the SeniorPak volunteers and the recipients of 

the delivered groceries. Contact Megan Engle (megane@spfcc.org) in the church office for 
more information about SeniorPak

Homework Help: The Homework Help Program is a community-based program, supported 
by United Way of Huntington County, which targets middle and high school students who 
are looking for a quiet and safe place to do their homework. Staff and adult volunteers are

available to provide assistance, support, and encouragement in a variety of subject matters
to students. The program runs Monday-Thursday from 3-5:30 p.m. throughout the school
year. You can support the program by volunteering to help students with their homework.

Volunteers are especially needed on Thursday afternoons. Prayers are appreciated for the
students who attend Homework Help and their families and for more volunteers to come 
encourage and support the students.  If you or someone you know may be interested in 
building relationships with the students, contact Megan Condry (meganc@spfcc.org) for 

more information or see the sign-up sheet in the William Street foyer.    
 

Samaritan Fund: The St. Peter’s First Samaritan Fund provides assistance for short-term 
and emergency situations as a stop-gap measure for people in the community. The 

fund assists with a variety of needs in the hope of sharing God’s love in word and deed 
and is a ministry intended to provide space for the first steps toward relationship with 
the congregation of SPFCC. The Samaritan Fund helps make payments in a variety of 

situations, focusing primarily on helping with gas vouchers to travel to and from locations 
particularly for medical, educational, or employment purposes. The Samaritan Fund 

Committee reviews requests for assistance weekly and meets monthly to review requests 
and situations with which St. Peter’s First is providing assistance. If you are interested in 
being a part of the Samaritan Fund Committee, please contact Megan Engle (megane@

spfcc.org) in the church office. Please pray for those who receive assistance through the 
Samaritan Fund, as well as for those on the Samaritan Fund Committee who make decisions 
about who receives Samaritan Fund assistance. Continued prayers for organizations in the 

community to work together to best meet the needs of those in our community needing 
financial assistance are also appreciated. 



Monday, December 30th

Zen Hess    Sermon Reflection

I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according 
to all the LORD has done for us— yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, 

according to his compassion and many kindnesses. He said, “Surely they are my people, 
children who will be true to me”; and so he became their Savior. In all their distress he 

too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he 
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

— Isaiah 63:7-9 — 

1. What do you recall the Lord having done for you? Who might you tell these things 
to, and how?

2. “In all their distress, he too was distressed.” What good is it that God experiences 
our distress with us?

3. We have “our” people, families and friends who know us and who we feel totally 
at home with. We also know how to speak with them in ways that they can receive. How 
does it change your prayers to think of God in such a way?

For Children: I wonder what the kindest thing is that anyone has ever done for you? How 
does it make you feel to know that God has done and will do something kinder than you 
can even imagine?



Tuesday, December 31st

Tommi Tucker    Luke 1:67-79



Wednesday, January 1st

Brandi Grodrian    Prayer Reflection: Luke 1:67-79

Dear Heavenly Father,

You have promised believers that if we confess our sins, 
You are always faithful to forgive us

and cleanse us. I thank you through the blood of Christ we are cleansed.
Lord, I know that I do not deserve to be 

forgiven of my sins but I ask that in Jesus name, who died for me, 
You would forgive me for the selfish and rebellious ways I have been living 

and I pray that in Your grace and mercy 
You would allow me to be redeemed. 

I know that I can never relive the time that has gone, 
but I pray that You would give me the opportunity to live my life 

as I should have lived.

Lord Jesus Christ, 
I place myself at the foot of Your cross and ask 

You to cover me with Your Precious Blood. 
I come before You, and ask forgiveness for myself, 

my family and my community for all of the sins we have committed. 
I pray that day by day I may be washed with the Word 

so that I become more and more like Jesus 
and less and less like the person I used to be. 

Lord, I know that I am forever redeemed for which I praise Your holy name. 
In Jesus precious name I pray,

Amen



Thursday, January 2nd

Christmas sets the centre on the edge;
The edge of town, out-buildings of an inn, 

The fringe of empire, far from privilege 
And power, on the edge and outer spin

Of turning worlds, a margin of small stars 
That edge a galaxy itself light years

From some unguessed -at cosmic origin. 
Christmas sets the centre at the edge.

And from this day our world is re-aligned; 
A tiny seed unfolding in the womb

Becomes the source from which we all unfold 
And flower into being. We are healed,

The End begins, the tomb becomes a womb, 
For now in him all things are re-aligned.

Poetry by Malcom Guite      On the Edge



Friday, January 3rd

Go Forth     Place of Grace

Luke 1:67-79

Place of Grace envisions a Christ-centered community that empowers women to be 
responsible citizens with a future and a hope. Our mission is to provide a Christian 

based therapeutic home with long-term recovery services to help women break their 
cycle of destructive behavior related to addiction, abuse, and poverty.

Place of Grace has been serving women in the community of Huntington for almost 
3 years. In that time, there have been 20 graduates of the program and 8 women who 
have dedicated their lives to Christ through baptism. More than 40 women have been 

served by the program in some capacity. 

Programming provided by Place of Grace includes Life Skills, Financial Literacy, 
Health & Wellness, Self-Discovery, Seeking Safety, Spiritual Formation, Parenting & 
Family, and Narcotics Anonymous. We also collaborate with a number of entities in 

the community, including Celebrate Recovery, Bowen Center, Purdue Extension, 
Cardinal Family Medicine, Powers of One, Champs, local churches, and more. 

There are a number of ways someone could get involved at Place of Grace. They 
could volunteer to teach a class, assist with house maintenance, or mentor a 

resident. We are also in need of donated items, which are listed on our website at 
http://www.placeofgracehuntington.com/needs-list/. Some of the biggest needs are 

full-size toiletries, tampons, new clothing, gift cards for groceries, bras, underwear, 
and socks. If you are interested in getting involved or making a donation, you can 

contact Sharon Metzger at huntingtonplaceofgrace@gmail.com or (260) 358-7529.

If you would like to pray for Place of Grace, you can pray for the following things:
Staff, volunteers, board of directors, and leadership of the organization

Residents, both current and past
Graduates

A safe and well-maintained home
Growth guided by Christ



Monday, January 6th

Zen Hess    Sermon Reflection

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, 
darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises 
upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your dawn. “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and 

come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth 

on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. Herds of 
camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba 

will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

— Isaiah 60:1-6 — 

1. What is light to you? And how does God’s glory being compared to light a 
helpful image for understanding what God’s presence is to us?

2. Is there a moment in your life where your heart throbbed and your swelled with 
joy? What does that moment teach you about experiencing life with God?

3. We often make a financial offering. How does the imagery of “wealth on the 
seas” being brought to God, simply because of God’s splendid glory, help us to 
understand what the ideal motivation for giving is?

For Children: I wonder what makes you the happiest? How does it make you feel 
that God desires to make you happier than anything in this whole wide world could 
possibly make you?


