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 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute.  When the 
demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd 
was amazed.  But some of them said, “By Beelzebub, the prince 
of demons, he is driving out demons.  Others tested him by 
asking for a sign from heaven. 
 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any 
kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house 
divided against itself will fall.  If Satan is divided against 
himself, how can his kingdom stand?  I say this because you 
claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub.  Now if I drive out 
demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them 
out?  So then, they will be your judges.  But if I drive out 
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you.   
 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, 
his possessions are safe.  But when someone stronger attacks 
and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the 
man trusted and divides up the spoils. 
 He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not 
gather with me, scatters. 
 When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through 
arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will 
return to the house I left.’  When it arrives, it finds the house 
swept clean and put in order.  Then it goes and takes seven 
other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there.  And the final condition of that man is worse than the 
first.” 



 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd 
called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and 
nursed you.” 
 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word 
of God and obey it.” 
 
SERMON: 
 
We are here on Baptism Sunday to celebrate one of the most 
joyous sacraments that we have in Christian tradition; 
probably the only one that compares would be the sacrament 
of marriage, which is just beautiful and we just had one 
yesterday here with the wedding ceremony of Shane Jarvis and 
now Chrystal Jarvis.   
 
Sacraments are means and concrete reminders of God’s grace 
to us; it’s the grace that was demonstrated to us on the cross 
and then the resurrection of Jesus and knowing how we work 
and operate as humans, Jesus gives us these rituals to practice 
as reminders to us of what has been accomplished for us so 
that we can continue to trust into and lean into these things.  
So when we gather together for baptism, we are reminding 
ourselves, not only of something that happened 2000 years 
ago, but something that continues to happen in our lives today, 
and that is new life, that is forgiveness, it is resurrection and 
ultimately a future hope that we have assured for us in Christ. 
 
Like I said, there’s going to be a celebration to this because 
baptism is always something to be celebrated, and so we’ll 
have a reception afterwards with cake and we invite you to 
come and join us for that; even if you’re new with us this 
morning, because the more, the merrier!  The cake always 
tastes better with more friends! 
 



Now in the early church, one of the earliest texts we have in the 
church is something called the didache and it actually predates 
the written gospels as a practice for the early church, and what 
they gave for instructions for baptism is this:  
 
Use running water.  If you don’t have running water, use cold 
water.  If you don’t have cold water, use warm water.  If you 
don’t have enough water, just sprinkle them.  The point of this 
was it doesn’t matter what you do; it’s not rocket science, it’s 
not magical formula, that’s not how God operates, instead this 
is a mystery of God’s grace that we’re bearing witness to.   
 
Baptism means to wash or immerse and it always 3 things, and 
that is why we gather here this morning.  It involves water 
(duh), it involves witness, bearing witness to the work that 
Christ has been doing in our life and it involves confession; 
confessing Jesus as Lord, either on behalf of someone so that 
they might grow into the faith or for ourselves so that we 
might live that out.  Baptism marks union with Christ in His 
death and resurrection and it marks entry into the body of 
Christ, a.k.a. – the church!  Y’all are the body of Christ and when 
we gather in Christ’s name we reflect His grace and love to the 
world around us.   
 
Finally, baptism is confirming a pledge with God for our 
salvation. 
 
Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and 
righteousness.  We don’t trust in the water for our salvation, 
we trust in who the water reminds us of, Jesus the Lord. 
 
When we baptize an infant, which we do in this congregation, 
we are recognizing a commitment by the congregation to raise 
the child in the faith until the child later confirms that faith.  



When we baptize an adult, also known as a believer’s baptism, 
which is the only baptism for some congregations, we 
recognize a commitment that they make to follow Jesus from 
this day forward, as witnessed by the congregation.  But the 
main point in all of this, is that ultimately all of these rites and 
rituals remind us that it’s all about faith in Christ, whether we 
sprinkle, pour or dunk, it really doesn’t matter.  I could stand 
up here with a Super-Soaker and baptize all of you. (Laughter) 
It did cross my mind just so you know! (Laughter)   
 
The point is we’re here to celebrate what Christ has done for us 
and not only what Christ is doing in the lives that are going to 
come forward and bear witness here in a few moments, but 
also as a reminder to each of us of the moment where we first 
recognize the truth of the gospel, that God is love, that God has 
done everything necessary at the cross to free us from sin, to 
liberate us and to welcome us into His kingdom that begins 
here and now and echoes into eternity.  It doesn’t matter if it’s 
a Super-Soaker, a fire hose or a baptismal tank.  The point is 
we’re doing it for the glory of God. 
 
Ultimately when we talk about baptism, what we are talking 
about is saying “NO” to evil and the Devil and all their empty 
promises and saying “YES” to God the Father and His binding 
promises through Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  In fact, the 
majority of Christians in Christian history have always when 
they have taken the rite of baptism, they have actually faced to 
the west and in facing to the west, the ancients believe that’s 
where Satan was and the east is where the sun comes, Jesus, 
right?  We’ve got to play on words here, and so they would 
always face to the west which was a symbol of Satan and his 
kingdom and evil, and all the powers that were opposed 
against God and they would renounce the Devil and his 
kingdom and then they would be baptized. 



 
So this renunciation is something that has been kept with in 
many church traditions throughout the years.  You find this in 
the Book of Common Prayer for the Anglican Church; you find 
it in the Catholic Church, you find it in the Orthodox rituals.  
You find it in all these different traditions.  The reason being is 
this:  When the early church, following the example of Jesus 
began to practice baptism, they recognize that they were 
taking a stand against the world around them.  They were 
choosing to live in the present reality of God’s kingdom 
through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and ultimately they 
knew there was all sorts of pressures against them; they were 
social pressures with their family and friends who continued to 
live out the “old ways” sort of speak.  They were religious 
pressures from those who continued to worship other gods 
and practice rituals that had nothing to do with Jesus.  Finally, 
there were also political pressures and economic pressures, 
because in the Roman Empire, if you didn’t worship Caesar, 
you were a traitor! And there was a good chance you were 
going to die for being a traitor. 
 
So when those candidates stood up and they renounced the 
works of the Devil and all the powers that be, they were not 
renouncing just a metaphysical being, they were renouncing all 
the ways of the world that were opposed to the kingdom of 
God. 
 
This is what we find in Luke, chapter 11.  You wondered how 
that reading was going to tie in with Baptism Sunday, didn’t 
you? 
 
Turn with me, if you’re not there already to Luke, chapter 11, 
it’s found on page 1087 in the red pew Bible.  If you have your 
own Bible, I don’t know the page number, sorry!  (Laughter)  



I’ll give you a moment to turn there.  I’m going to read through 
the passage and then we’ll walk through it and unpack it a little 
bit: 

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute.  When the 
demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd 
was amazed.  But some of them said, “By Beelzebub, the prince 
of demons, he is driving out demons.  Others tested him by 
asking for a sign from heaven. 
 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any 
kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house 
divided against itself will fall.  If Satan is divided against 
himself, how can his kingdom stand?  I say this because you 
claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub.  Now if I drive out 
demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them 
out?  So then, they will be your judges.  But if I drive out 
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you.   
 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, 
his possessions are safe.  But when someone stronger attacks 
and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the 
man trusted and divides up the spoils. 
 He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not 
gather with me, scatters. 
 When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through 
arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will 
return to the house I left.’  When it arrives, it finds the house 
swept clean and put in order.  Then it goes and takes seven 
other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there.  And the final condition of that man is worse than the 
first.” 
 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd 
called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and 
nursed you.” 



 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word 
of God and obey it.” 
 
This episode begins with Jesus driving a demon out of a mute 
man.  You see; when we begin to think about baptism, 
remember one of the key elements I said is confession and 
witness?  In baptism we find our true voice.  We are able to 
speak and proclaim our true selves found in Christ for the first 
time in our lives.  We are able to recognize that this is our 
identity.  It is not the identity that everybody has known about 
us from before.  It’s who Christ says we are.  This is key.  In fact, 
if nothing else, this is central to how you live going forward 
from today; it’s not about your past, it is not about the lies that 
you heard about yourself, it’s about the truth that Christ speaks 
about you in baptism, that you, that you are worth dying for, 
that you are being made new, that you are being renewed in 
the image of Christ, that you have been blessed with the Holy 
Spirit, as close to you as the very breath in your lungs.    When 
Jesus is drives a demon out of a mute man, He is bringing 
healing and new life to this man. 
 
We see set up in the passage a conflict between two kingdoms.  
It is Jesus and His kingdom versus Beelzebub or the prince of 
demons.  Beelzebub in the Greek gets real fun because the 
definition of it means “Lord of the Flies.”  If you remember 
reading that book in freshman English, that’s why they had you 
read it so you could see what happens when all of it goes over 
to darkness. 
 
Lord of the Flies, Beelzebub, a false god, a demon god, an evil 
god, always set up as an adversary to God’s people throughout 
the Old Testament.  In the New Testament there is a 
development of this thought line, and it’s recognizing that it’s 
real and concrete, not just something that happens off in the 



bush over there, and He says this: “A house divided against 
itself cannot stand.” Instead it’s got to be something different.  
There’s a new force coming into this.  And we know Abraham 
Lincoln famously used this to talk about civil war, but we’re not 
talking about civil war here, we’re talking about a conflict 
between two opposing forces, one of whom is much stronger 
than the other, and here’s His simple little term, as He turns it 
back around on the teachers of the Law and those who are 
accusing Him of being empowered by Beelzebub:  “If I drive out 
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you.”  In modern parlance it would be Him saying, 
“You got served,” because He’s laying it out, as “Here’s the deal, 
if I’m driving out demons, how are your people driving out 
demons?  They’ll be your own judges.” 
 
Then He references back to the Exodus, because the 
proclamation of God’s kingdom is about liberation, it’s about 
setting us free from the things that enslave us, be it a demon, 
be it an addition, be it sin, whatever it might be, Christ is 
liberating and healing us from those very things.  Then He 
continues on with a parable about a strong man: “A strong man 
who trusts in his armor and has a well fortified home.  Truly 
for this strong man his home is his castle and he’s ready for 
anyone who’s going to come against him.  And yet, Jesus 
reminds us when a stronger man comes against him, he will 
bind him and then he will loot himself. “  So get that, Jesus just 
compared Himself to a robber coming in and breaking into a 
robber’s house and taking the loot from him.  There’s no honor 
among thieves, right?  Christ has come to liberate the loot, sort 
of speak and guess what?  You and I and all the rest of us are 
the “loot.”   
 
So it’s in this rescuing element, He is going to bind the strong 
man.  Jesus is the stronger man.  He is robbing Satan’s house.   



Jesus is throwing down the gauntlet on political and religious 
powers of His day that are opposed to the in-breaking of God’s 
kingdom and His ministry of healing and liberating salvation. 
 
What Jesus is doing here in His ministry is He is drawing a line 
in the sand and He is forcing people to choose to either join in 
this ministry of liberation and healing in God’s kingdom or to 
continue to oppose and resist it so that you can call the shots 
for your own life.  “He who not with Me is against Me.  He who 
does not gather with Me is scattering.”  So it raises a question 
for all those who heard those words originally for us today, are 
we gathering with Jesus, are we working with Jesus or are we 
just kind of doing our own thing, because there is no middle 
ground.  We’re in with and following or we are not! 
 
Then He continues on with the second parable and He tells 
about an unclean spirit and how when it comes out of a man it 
goes into desert places and while it’s in desert places it seeks 
rest, but it doesn’t find it and so it thinks to itself, “I’ll go back 
to where I came from and see what it’s like.”  And he comes 
back to the man he left and finds everything clean and put in 
order, and we can all recognize that pattern in somebody’s life, 
right, where it seems like they’re getting everything together, 
they’re finally getting their act together and you can celebrate 
that in your family and you’re glad for it, and all of a sudden 
there’s a relapse.  They fall off the wagon again or they slip up 
again and they fall back into those old patterns.  This is the sort 
of thing that Jesus is talking about here. 
 
What He says instead then, or what we recognize what 
happens with baptism is you can’t just leave the house empty.  
What happens to a house if you leave it empty?  It falls apart, 
doesn’t it?  If you don’t winterize it and everything, the pipes 
are going to burst in the wintertime; it’s going to decay no 



matter what.  The best way to preserve a house is to what?  
Live in it, right?  And so in baptism we recognize that the Holy 
Spirit comes as a promise from God to dwell within us, to 
maintain this household of God to clean up and put things in 
order so that it is an occupied home and that none of our past 
gets to reoccupy this.  This cleansing at baptism is good and 
new tenants, the Holy Spirit; chief among them is better.  So we 
recognize that this occurs at baptism as well. 
 
Then at the end of this passage is a simple blessing of kin.  A 
woman cries out, “Blessed is your mother who raised you.”  
Then Jesus counters with a different blessing. No, it’s new kin, 
“those who hear and obey God’s word.”  A new family of God, 
sort of speak.  Baptism recognizes that more than your blood, 
the water matters.  In other words, water is truly thicker than 
blood because baptism counters even our family allegiances.  It 
is the family of God that we are baptized into and welcomed 
into. 
 
All of these things are happening at baptism, it’s against the 
Devil and his kingdom; it’s something that is done to us and for 
us by Christ rescuing work, in fact, one of the most apt 
analogies for baptism that Paul talks about in the New 
Testament is he talks about new life, and when we celebrate 
new life we always do what?  We eat cake, right?  Because 
we’re Americans that’s what we do!  See if I can get this, ta-da!     
(He uncovers a cake)  See, this is one of the cool things about 
our congregation, when you ask somebody, “Hey, can you whip 
up a simple prop for me?”  This is what they come up with!  
You’re going to taste this later.  
 
But when we celebrate baptism, we’re celebrating new life.  
We’re celebrating new birth, a new way of being in the world.  
This is what Jesus tells Nicodemus in John, chapter 3, when He 



tells him “You must be born again of water and the spirit” and 
Nicodemus, being a little dense, maybe because it was late at 
night and he was a little tired, says, “Well how can a man be 
born again?  There’s no way he can go back into his mother, 
he’s fully grown, right, it’s not going to happen!”  And Jesus 
says, “No you don’t understand, I’m talking about new life that 
comes from believing in Me and trusting in Me for your 
salvation.  Giving yourself over to Me.” It’s new life; it’s new 
life.  This is a celebration of new life for us. 
 
Remember the word for baptize comes from the Greek is 
baptize; it means to wash or immerse.  The tradition began 
long ago for the Jewish people before every meal.  They would 
wash and cleanse their hands so they would be ready to eat the 
meal.  There’s a symbolic washing and cleansing. 
 
So, too for us, baptism washes and cleanses us from our sin 
from our past, from the darkness that ensnares and entangles 
us so that we might walk freely in Christ. 
 
Finally, one of the other images of baptism in scripture is 
rescue.  It is compared to Noah and his ark.  More 
contemporary, I might even invite you to think on a fire and the 
firefighters show up with the truck and they begin blasting 
water into the building and what do they do?  If someone is in 
the building, they go into the building and they rescue them 
and they bring them out, and we see that with the sense of 
what Jesus says, “The gates of hell will not prevail against His 
kingdom.”  Gates are defensive, aren’t they?  They don’t really 
advance much do they?  This kingdom of God is something that 
advances through baptism, rescuing not just the individual, but 
also saving the lives and the community around it. 
 



When we were out west, we had a chance to see and meet 
some of the firefighters who had been fighting forest fires this 
season.  The work they do is incredibly brave and incredibly 
dangerous and they earn every dime they make while they’re 
there.  That’s baptism, it’s rescue from the hell fire of Satan’s 
kingdom.  Rescue here and now today so that we might enjoy 
salvation. 
 
John in his gospel defines eternal life as knowing the One True 
God in Jesus whom He has sent.  That’s what we’re doing when 
we come to baptism. 
 
Ultimately, there is one baptism.  Oftentimes you will hear it 
said that if you’ve been baptized when you were younger, you 
should get baptized again as an adult.  I don’t really push that, 
because there’s one baptism and it’s sufficient.  If you want to, 
sure!  If you need to, sure, but there is one baptism, and that 
reflects the unity that witnesses to the kingdom of God.  
Oftentimes if we denigrate somebody’s baptism from another 
congregation, we are unintentionally splintering the body of 
Christ and we are breaking God’s heart in the process.  When 
we gather together for the rite of baptism, we recognize that 
this is something that we do with millions and billions of other 
Christians around the world; it’s not just the 120 of us here 
today.  There is a great cloud of witnesses who are celebrating 
with us in this. 
 
So at this time, it is my honor and privilege to invite our 
candidates for baptism to come forward and those who are 
children to come with their parents, and please join me, you 
can have a seat on the front row and we’ll just go through! 
 
Now, as I mentioned before, this is something we do as a 
community, so we are going to begin with a responsive reading 



and then a unison reading from Paul’s epistle to the Roman 
church.  So if you would please stand with me and join me in 
our reading.  To be clear, I will read the celebrant’s part and 
y’all are the people!  (Laughter) 
  
After responsive reading, Pastor Richard says: 
 
Let us pray:  Heavenly Father we give you thanks, again, Lord 
for this morning and the celebration that comes with it.  As we 
recognize the new life that is beginning and these lives we also 
recognize that this is a journey that you have been culminating 
through weeks and months of their lives, and Lord we pray 
your blessing upon them, we pray your blessing upon this 
congregation that we would remember our baptism, and the 
work that you have done for us in Christ through the cross.  We 
give you thanks and we entrust ourselves to the leading of your 
Holy Spirit.  In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Please join for the unison reading of Romans chapter 6:  What 
shall we say then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase?  By no means!  We died to sin; how can we live in it 
any longer?  Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
 
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.   Amen.   
 
(Candidates are baptized at this time) 
 
 
 



 
 


