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 The next day, wen they came down from the mountain, a 
large crowd met him.  A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, 
I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child.  A spirit 
seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into 
convulsions so that he foams at the mouth.  It scarcely ever 
leaves him and is destroying him.  I begged your disciples to 
drive it out, but they could not. 
 “O unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, 
“how long shall I stay with you and put up with you?  Bring 
your son here.” 
 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to 
the ground in a convulsion.   But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, 
healed the boy and gave him back to his father.  And they were 
all amazed at the greatness of God. 
 While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he 
said to his disciples, “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell 
you:  The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of 
men.”  But they did not understand what this meant.  It was 
hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were 
afraid to ask him about it. 
 
SERMON: 
 
When we look at Luke’s gospel, what Luke is doing, if we 
remember all the way back to chapter 1, he lays out his 
purpose is to give a defense of the faith to Theophyllus, which 
in the Greek means “lover of God” and basically the layout, 
“this is who Jesus is and this is what it means for us to be 



followers of Jesus or disciples of Jesus. “ Now Luke 9 is a 
turning point in that gospel where it really begins to take hold 
and it really begins to flush that out. “Who is this Jesus and  
what does it mean to be His follower?”  And so this morning I 
want us to take a look at the arc of chapter 9 that we have been 
covering the last couple of weeks as we continue our journey 
through Luke’s gospel, and so we begin at the very beginning of 
Luke chapter 9, Jesus takes and He commissions the twelve.  He 
gives them the authority to teach and to proclaim the kingdom 
of God to heal, to cast out demons, to do all of these things and 
then He sends them out to do it; it’s not just an exercise and 
talking about it, He equips them and He sends them, He is 
multiplying the work.  You know, if you’ve ever sat through an 
Amway proposal, it wasn’t their idea first, it was Jesus’ idea to 
equip people and to send them out. 
 
So they go out to do this work, and they do it and they come 
back and they’re celebrating that they have been able to do the 
work and they get together and Jesus pulls them away from the 
crowd so that they can have some time alone and be debrief 
the mission, but the crowds follow Jesus there, and the crowds 
gather there and He has compassion on them and He begins to 
heal and to teach, and ultimately it gets to be late in the day 
and the disciples say, “We are in a remote place, you need to 
send them away because they need to go get something to eat.”  
And Jesus says to them, “Well, you give them something to eat!” 
And the disciples say, “Hmm, what do you expect us to do?  You 
told us not to take any money, how are we supposed to give 
them something to eat?”  And so He asks them, “What do you 
have?” “Well, five loaves and two fish,” right?  So then we have 
the feeding of the five thousand, and it’s kind of this build, this 
crescendo, right?  They send them out, there’s this celebration 
and then they come back and after everything they have been 
through, there still have some doubt and uncertainties.  Jesus 



prays and ultimately those prayers then are meant to reinforce 
their faith that the work God has called them for and the work 
that He has equipped them for is the work they can accomplish 
if they’ll just do it. 
 
After the feeding of the five thousand, we have Peter and the 
group are there and Jesus is off alone praying,  and while He is 
praying, he asks them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” And 
they say, “Some think you’re a prophet, some think you’re John 
the Baptist,” and then He says, “Yeah, well that’s all well and 
good, (that’s my translation on it), but who do you say that I 
am?”  And Peter says, “You are the Christ!”  It’s a big moment in 
the gospel; it’s the first time the disciples have caught it that 
Jesus is the Christ.  Christ is a transliteration of the Greek word, 
Christos, it means Messiah, Anointed One, Lord, the One that 
God has anointed for His work for the kingdom.  This is great!  
But then Jesus begins to teach them, “Here’s what it means to 
be the Christ!  The Christ must suffer, be rejected and 
ultimately be killed and then raised again.”  And they’re a little 
confused at this because a crucified Messiah is a lot like jumbo 
shrimp; it’s an oxymoron, it doesn’t go together, because 
crucifixion is something that happened when you lost. The 
Romans put you up as an example, “This is what happens when 
you challenge the powers that be.” 
 
But we see here the picture of Christ that God is revealing in 
His kingdom, is a crucified Christ, a crucified Messiah is the 
Messiah who will usher in the kingdom.  And then from there, 
about eight days later then, they’re on top of a mountain and 
while Jesus is praying, His whole appearance begins to change, 
and His glory is revealed, and in that revelation the disciples 
that He brought with Him, He brought three of them with Him, 
and they are confused and they are afraid.  And He is there 
with Moses and Elijah and it’s this amazing picture of what 



He’s ultimately going to accomplish with His own Exodus, His 
own departure at Jerusalem with the crucifixion thatHe is 
going to liberate them, He’s going to set them free.  He is going 
to set them free to be the people of God in the world for the 
sake of others.   It all comes back to His identity, it relates back 
to His baptism.  We talked a lot about that and it’s amazing.   So 
that brings us up through the movement of chapter 9 and 
what’s been going on so far.   
 
Immediately then, as they come down from the mountain, it’s 
so immediate that when Rafael paints this beautiful picture of 
the transfiguration, He has one scene is Jesus and the three 
disciples in the vision off to the left, and then immediately 
below them, he doesn’t do proportion, but it looks like it’s only 
eight foot distance, eight foot of distance (I’m really messing 
that up!) (Laughter)  It’s a short distance! 
 
He had this scene beneath with the other disciples and this 
father and a crowd, and a young boy who is being afflicted by 
an unclean spirit, that’s what the Greek actually is there, is 
unclean spirit; this boy is afflicted by this unclean spirit and in 
Mark’s gospel we learn that this boy has been afflicted by this 
unclean spirit since he was born.  His entire life, he has been 
tormented and afflicted.  He has not been able to participate 
fully in the life that God has for him because of the affliction of 
this unclean spirit that has stayed with him all this time.  And 
what we find here is this father in Luke’s gospel is he comes to 
Jesus and begs Him to do something for son, the same way that 
any fathers or grandfathers in this room would beg on behalf of 
their child or grandchild.  He comes to Him and he begs for Him 
to do something for his son. 
 



There’s an interesting little note in there, “I brought him to 
your disciples, they could not cast it out”, and in the Greek that 
phrase is actually “they did not have the power to cast it out”.   
 
It’s an unsettling moment; it’s a really disruptive moment, 
because what’s been going on, what has been the arc up to this 
point?  It’s been building, right?  It started out with them being 
commissioned to do this kind of work, they’ve been casting out 
demons, they’ve been healing people.  This father brings his 
son to the disciples, and they can’t do it.  It really throws things 
into question, it throws Jesus’ whole model into question, His 
whole purpose, and you can see how there’s this crescendo 
building up, and then all of a sudden there’s this immediate 
deflation, right?  Because those mountaintop experiences, 
they’re great!  But the point of mountaintop experiences is 
equipping us to then enter back into the valley and to serve 
and bring healing to the valley as well as the mountaintop.  
What’s interesting in this passage is they could not, well earlier 
in the chapter they could, what changed?  What happened?  
 
In Mark’s gospel the disciples are totally unsettled and they 
asked Jesus, “Why couldn‘t we do this?” and He says, “That kind 
only comes out with prayer.”  And some of the early texts also 
have “fasting”.   
 
All throughout this chapter, prayer has been the engine moving 
through this whole thing and undergirding it.  Immediately 
after that, but they could not.  Jesus’ response to finding out His 
disciples could not?  “You unbelieving and perverse generation.  
How long must I put up with you?” 
 
Have you ever thought your teacher got ticked off at you?  
Unbelieving and perverse generation.    Now this is a heavy 
phrase!  And it’s a purposeful phrase.  Jesus is evoking the 



memory of Moses.  This phrase first appears back in the book 
of Deuteronomy in the song of Moses, near the end of Moses’ 
life.  And it’s written and singing about how Israel would not 
remain faithful, that Israel succumbs to idolatry, falls away 
from worshipping the living God and then ultimately God is  
going to remain faithful even through all the judgments and the 
hardships that come as a result of that.  Jesus is evoking the 
memory of the Exodus and of Israel in His own story.  He will 
be the faithful Israel, but He recognizes that those around Him 
are unbelieving.  The Greek is “apistis” against faith.  They are 
unbelieving.  Who is He talking to?  Most likely it could be the 
entire crowd, but it’s probably the disciples; the ones who have 
witnessed these powerful things, who have seen God’s work in 
their midst and they find that they don’t believe yet; 
unbelieving. 
 
Perverse generation!  Now perverse generation is also from 
that phrase back in the Exodus, the phrase itself, you could also 
translate that as a crooked generation; it’s a generation that’s 
zig-zagging all over the place because there’s not true worship 
of the living God, then as a result there’s a lack of focus in life.  
So there’s a lack of worship of the true God, the God who sent 
this Christ, and there’s also a lack of focus in life; it’s constantly 
meandering around, it’s bouncing back and forth, tossed back 
and forth by whatever controversy of the moment there is, 
whatever desire of the moment there is.  There is no purpose 
and there is no focus to it.  They’re not on board with the 
mission; that’s what this phrase is talking about.  Unbelieving 
and perverse generation. 
 
And then Jesus calls the little boy over and rebukes the demon 
and then as everyone is amazed and astounded by all of it, 
Jesus slips away off to the side with His disciples and He says, 
“Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you.  The Son of Man 



is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.”  This is why I 
think that unbelieving piece is talking about the disciples. 
 
The issue here, the complication in all of this is that they are 
beginning to doubt what this is all about.  At the beginning, 
before the confession that Jesus is the Christ, they had no 
problem believing they’ve got the power, they toss out demons 
with no problem, it’s no big deal; it’s just a celebration, right?  
They don’t make a big deal about it and Luke’s gospel doesn’t 
even record the details of it.  It’s that unimportant to the story 
that Luke is telling.  And then what you see is as Jesus is more 
and more revealed as the Christ and what it means to be the 
Christ, they begin to doubt more and more.  It’s like the worst 
education ever.  It’s like if you went into school and you knew 
you’re ABC’s and when you left that day, you didn’t know your 
ABC’s any longer, because He’s totally upset their notion of 
what it means to be the Messiah and they’re struggling with 
this new curriculum that He’s giving them, that to be the 
Messiah is to suffer, is to die on behalf of and is to be 
resurrected.  It doesn’t compute!  It doesn’t work!  And so with 
that doubt and disbelief, because it doesn’t sound like a real 
winning plan does it?  It’s like saying the way we are going to 
win this game is on the first snap, I’m going to take a safety in 
the end zone!  It really doesn’t work that way, right?  But it 
does.    It’s whether or not you trust it, if you execute it, if you 
go through with it. 
 
What’s amazing in this narrative we just read in Luke chapter 
9, Luke barely cares about this demon being cast out of this kid.  
It’s a footnote to proclaiming what Jesus is all about and the 
way the disciples struggle with believing and following Jesus.   
The bookend of this is that the disciples were not able to.  Jesus 
denouncing an unbelieving and perverse generation, “How 
long shall I stay with you and put up with you?  Bring your son 



here.”  Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him 
to the ground in a convulsion, but Jesus rebuked the unclean 
spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father.  It’s good 
news, it’s deliverance, it’s something to be celebrated, and they 
do!  They are all amazed at the greatness of God. 
 
While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, He said to 
His disciples, “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you.  
The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.”  
It’s almost as if He says, don’t get hung up on the acclaim and 
the applause.  Don’t let this dissuade you from what I have 
been saying over the previous teachings; this changes nothing.  
This is a good thing, it’s not the main event.  The main event is 
yet to come, the main event is going to involve betrayal, it’s 
going to involve suffering, it’s going to involve serving the 
creation in a way the creation has never been able to 
comprehend before that moment.  And you see their response.  
They get it, right?  Finally!  It clicks! They got it this time!  They 
heard it for the fifth time in a row in this one chapter and now 
it clicks, right?  It doesn’t click.  It doesn’t click so badly, they 
are so lost in it that Luke uses four phrases to describe how 
lost and clueless they are.  Luke is making a point here.  He is 
really emphasizing that they did not understand what this 
meant; it was hidden from them, they did not grasp it and they 
were afraid to ask Him about it.  They had no clue and they 
were afraid to get a clue.  They were afraid to reveal their 
ignorance.  They were afraid to admit, “We don’t know, we 
don’t understand, what do you mean by this?” 
 
When I was in, I think kindergarten, (that’s a great way to lead 
off a story, huh?) (laughter)  I had a teacher whose name I still 
don’t remember, and I couldn’t remember her name when I 
was in class either.  We were three months into the year, and I 
could not remember her name.  What I remember about that 



classroom is one day calling out “Teacher” while she was up at 
the board and her being, I’ll say upset to be fair.  From my little 
boy self, remembering back to that, she was furious!  Because I 
didn’t use her name and I hadn’t learned her name yet, and so 
she whipped around and said, “Who said that?”  (Laughing)  I 
wasn’t owning up to that! (Laughter)  I didn’t get it and I was 
afraid to admit I didn’t get it. 
 
Now if you’ve wondered, “Why is he so bad with names?”  It 
goes back years, but it goes back years with the disciples in this 
too.  They have been with Jesus for a long time at this point, 
they’ve been through a lot so far and they’re still missing the 
plot, they’ve still lost the plot on this. 
 
What Jesus is dealing with in Luke’s gospel and what Luke is 
relating to us is that it is possible for us as followers of Jesus, 
proclaiming Jesus, even doing work on behalf of Jesus to still 
miss what Jesus is all about.  It should be a warning for us in 
this, that we should always be coming back to “Who does 
Christ say that He is?”  Ultimately Jesus is interested in 
exorcising the demons and the despair that inflicts us.   
 
What is despair?  Accept that which looks at the world around 
us or looks at the situation in our own life and says, “It can’t 
change.  All throughout the gospel, Luke is proclaiming, “No it 
does change!”  Jesus changes the situation, He changes the 
math on both sides of the equation, He balances it all out, He 
reconciles all things, He reconciles us to God and He reconciles 
us to one another.  He does those things through His work on 
the cross and through the continuing work of the Holy Spirit.  
He transforms us from the inside out.  It’s a struggle for belief 
though, isn’t it?  It’s much easier to give way to cynicism or 
despair that things can’t change, that people won’t change, 
instead of asking, “Lord, how do You change us? Because the 



way you’ve changed us, if you did it to somebody as stubborn 
as me, He can do it to anyone!”  But when do we own up and 
say, “We’re missing something here. We’ve missed this.”   
 
The truth, the words of Christ, the truth of Christ is a powerful, 
powerful healing force in our lives.  They’re powerful for 
healing us and releasing us from the burdens that we have 
carried and that we have forced others to carry.   Faith is about 
believing in transformation of ourselves and of the world 
through the work of Christ, that Christ is concerned with 
conforming us to His own image, that we might reflect that 
image to the world around us.  That He might be glorified by 
His creation; that’s the scope and picture of the narrative of the 
New and Old Testaments; that’s the plot, that’s the goal!  And 
it’s real easy for us to miss it, and I would offer to you that 
what we see in Luke chapter 9, what we see through Jesus’ life 
and then later on with Paul’s epistles and life in the early 
church is prayer is the way we resist that despair and cynicism.  
Prayer is what opens us up to the work of God in our lives.  It’s 
not just us talking to God, I prefer to think of it more as a 
conversation with God because when I’m talking to you like 
this, this is pretty one-way, isn’t it?  Even as much as we get 
some interaction. 
 
When we’re praying, we should be listening at least twice as 
often as we’re speaking to God; we should be allowing God to 
speak to us and making sure we have prepared ourselves to 
listen.   
 
In the listening, there is a transformation that takes place. 
 
How many of you have one annoying, nagging little habit of 
yours that you are very self-conscious about and you always 
hope that others don’t notice?  Sometimes all it takes is 



awareness to help us begin to change something, and 
oftentimes what happens is we realize that thing we hoped 
nobody else knew, they knew it all along.  They’ve just 
accepted us, and embraced us despite that thing and we can let 
that thing continue to afflict us or we can learn to let go of it, 
whatever it might be; be it sin, be it fear, be it anxiety or 
neurosis, whatever it might be, what we see with Jesus, even in 
this moment with this boy.   
 
Just to illustrate again, kind of an allegory sort of way.  The way 
that this boy gets healed is because he and his father confess 
that he’s dealing with an unclean spirit, and he comes out into 
the town square because everybody is there and that’s where 
Jesus is and he comes and he says this is what’s going on and 
Jesus can draw that out, can heal that, can cast that out and can 
deal with it.   
 
What happens if the father hides it?   “My son has an unclean 
spirit and I have to keep Jesus away from Him because I don’t 
want to contaminate Jesus.”  His son doesn’t get healed does 
he?  But he confesses it, he embraces the vulnerability of it.  If 
he acknowledges the potential shame that this brings on his 
family, and he brings it into the open where everyone can see 
it, but where Jesus is present to heal and to teach His disciples, 
there’s a transformation that takes place there, there’s a 
healing, there’s an exorcism.  If the disciples would just admit 
they don’t get it, Jesus would have an opportunity to teach 
them further.  He’s a pretty good teacher; you know when 
students are struggling.  He’s going to come back to it time and 
time again through this gospel and we’re going to see this. 
 
What we find out is Jesus draws our demons into the light and 
He sets us free from the affliction they bring upon us and He 
restores to balance through awareness, through 



acknowledging that things are not the way that God intends 
them to be in my life, and by allowing Him to do that work, He 
can set things right in our lives just like this boy’s life become a 
sign of the kingdom of God that there’s a new spirit in the 
world, not the same spirit we’ve all grown up under, but it’s a 
new spirit, a Holy Spirit, a spirit that brings healing with it, a 
spirit that brings transformation; a spirit that we can entrust 
ourselves to and that spirit reveals something to us very 
profound about Christ and His kingdom, that the kingdom of 
God only comes through weakness and vulnerability, through 
sacrifice and love. Listen carefully, listen carefully. 
 
When we began with communion, we were reminded of the 
model Christ has for us.  We are reminded from Philippians 2, 
that the picture of Jesus is that of a servant; that He was God 
with us, He was God in the flesh, and yet He didn’t see being 
equal to God as something to be exploited; as something to be 
used for His own gain or benefit.  It said, He took on the 
likeness of a servant, of a slave.  He humbled Himself in the 
appearance of a man, He even submitted Himself to death.  
Even death on a cross, the most shameful, horrific way to die 
that has ever been thought of. 
 
The God revealed in Jesus is not the God of Greek mythology or 
pagan mythology that’s all about throwing lightening bolts 
around and stomping His feet until He gets His way.  The God 
revealed in Jesus is a God who loves His creation into the new 
creation that He has desired it to become.  He transforms it not 
by putting His enemies on a cross, by allowing His enemies to 
put Him on a cross.  As they behold this, even one of the 
soldiers who probably helped hold the nails says, “Truly this 
man was the Son of God” because only God could be capable of 
such love. 
 



Paul writes to us in his letters, constantly, time and time again 
that we have been set free for freedom’s sake, that we have be 
liberated.  Just like Israel coming out of Egypt in the Exodus 
and being liberated from Pharaoh’s oppressive rule and reign, 
we have been set free from the things that afflict us, from the 
things that have oppressed us, whether they were through our 
choices or the choices of others, we have been set free from 
those things. But we are set free for a purpose.  We are not set 
free so we can do whatever we want.  We are set free so that 
we can serve. 
 
If you look at Galatians chapter 5, that’s the whole movement 
of it, as Paul is writing out his rationale to the Galatian church, 
and the way he’s dealing with their heresy is this:  “You have 
been set free from the law to love.”  This is how we know what 
the acts of selfishness looks like, this is how we know how the 
acts of the spirit look like, the fruit of the spirit. And that’s the 
point of the chapter.  You are set free to love because there is 
no law against love.  Love is the fulfillment of the law, and so 
the focus is we are set free to serve, God and our neighbor, and 
we’re invited to listen carefully for those moments when we 
need to. 
 
It’s been a hard week for me personally, umm..somebody on 
the way in asked me how I was doing this week and I fudged as 
I usually do because I don’t like being vulnerable.  There’s been 
a  lot of stuff happen nationally here, big things with 
implications for years to come and one of the men in my life 
that I have grown up and admired and respected for years and 
years shared a thought on Facebook regarding the White 
House being lit up in rainbow colors and when he shared it, he 
said, “This is a slap in the face.”  It’s a slap in the face and he 
went on about, you know, poor sportsmanship and all this 
other stuff and I got to thinking, you know, this guy has been a 



pastor for 40 years now, Jesus said something about getting 
slapped in the face, didn’t He?  What was it that He said?  “Turn 
the other cheek.” 
 
If we feel slapped in the face right now, and you may or may 
not, I don’t, but if you do, Jesus gives us a clear response to this, 
doesn’t He?  It’s not to throw a diatribe, it’s not to do whatever 
we can to undermine what the courts have said, it’s to continue 
loving, it’s to continue serving, it’s to continue giving ourselves 
over, being willing to follow the imitation of Christ.  It’s power 
under; it’s set free to serve, it’s not set free to dominate or to 
grasp for power.  Jesus didn’t grasp His power, He laid it down 
and He served, and who did He have a reputation for hanging 
out with?  Prostitutes and tax collectors and sinners, and who 
really got bent out of shape with Jesus?  The religious and 
politician authorities of the day, because He upset the whole 
apple cart by not playing into the game of Us versus Them.  He 
said, “No, there’s an Us”, and there’s an invitation to this table 
for everyone and we will continue to love and to serve and to 
be gracious, even with those who we disagree with, even with 
those who we think have wronged us or slapped us, and if 
we’re honest.  I see a lot of folks, Christian leaders especially 
claiming that we have been utterly compassionate and loving 
through the last 60 years of this debate.  Compassion, the word 
breaks down literally to suffer with.  Passion, the Passion of 
Christ, that’s where Mel gets the guy’s title from.  “Passion” 
means to suffer and “com” the prefix com means with; to suffer 
with.  If we’re honest.  Have we as Christians in America 
suffered with the LGBT community?  I don’t think we have and 
I’m not saying we have to agree, but the call of Jesus is to suffer 
with, to walk with, to love, to embrace and it’s hard.  There are 
things within us that prevent us from doing that, and I think 
that those are the things that Jesus wants to remove from the 
life of His disciples so that we can love even when we disagree, 



so that we can lay down our lives on behalf of those we might 
even consider our enemies.   
 
The church started in the midst of one of the most oppressive, 
violent, disgusting, pagan societies ever and it flourished, not 
because grandstanding over and against what the emperor was 
doing, or what the rich were doing or what the poor were 
doing, or what the prostitutes were doing or what the tax 
collectors were doing,   No!  They became known, you go back 
and you read even the critics of the church and they say, “We 
don’t like them, but they really take care of the sick really well, 
they take care of the poor.”  What happened in ancient days is 
when your family member got sick, because they were afraid of 
infecting the whole family, they would put them out on the 
streets to live or die and Christians came along and said, 
“That’s not cool because that person’s made in the image of 
God and they deserve to be cared for” and so they would take 
in the sick and they would care for them, and even if they 
couldn’t bring healing, they brought comfort.   
 
“They shall know we are Christians by our….T-shirts! By our 
signs, by our petitions, by our legislation, by …our… love!”  
 
We don’t get to define love because Jesus already defined it for 
us.  Love means taking up a cross, it means serving, it means 
giving ourselves for the sake of others, it means abiding within 
the identity Christ has for us so that we might love that others 
might be captivated by this love as well, and transformed by 
this love.  To be the men and women that God has created them 
to be, bearing His image in all things, in all ways. 
 
I had a chance earlier this week too, because it’s always 
mountains and valleys, right?  They always go together to brag 
on this congregation.  Because I was sitting in a meeting that 



was looking at the continuum of housing issues in our 
community.  We looked a emergency crisis housing, we looked 
at short term up kind of up to 2 weeks kind of thing, and we 
looked at transitional which is up to 2 years, and then ongoing 
housing issues, permanent housing.  We have had every agency 
in the community that was around this table; there was 
probably about 30 of us around the table, mapped themselves 
on in those four categories, “What do you offer in that 
category?  What do you offer in that area?”  Guess which 
organization in the community was the only one that provided 
services in all four categories?  You guys!  You didn’t even 
know you had programs for housing did you? It’s because we 
don’t have set programs, but when we meet people in 
whatever stage they’re at, this congregation has historically 
done a great job of loving them into greater freedom, greater 
independence and greater interdependence as we serve one 
another.  That’s what the gospel looks like, that’s what we 
should be known for and that’s what we are known for. 
 
So when some of my fellow pastors are afraid right now, I’m 
not!  I’m not afraid, because you’re practicing love and against 
love there is no law.  It’s the fulfillment of the law.  If you suffer 
for doing good, you’re in good company.  We will continue to 
love, we will continue to serve and it will be a beautiful 
celebration when others recognize that good news and they 
join with us in that, and that is the beautiful kingdom that Jesus 
reveals that is more precious than any pearl; that’s something 
worth laying your life down for, that’s something worth 
believing in, that’s something that prayer energizes us to live 
into. 
 
As our song leaders are coming up to lead us in our closing 
song, I encourage you to look for opportunities to better see 
the way that Christ works in the world, by reflecting how 



Christ has worked in your own life and in that reflection then 
to be renewed in the image of Christ that you might share that 
with others. 
 
 


