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 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so 
he went tot eh Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. When a 
woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was 
eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 
and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his 
feet with her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 
poured perfume on them. 
 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching 
him and what kind of woman she is---that she is a sinner.” 
 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 
 “Tell me teacher,” he said. 
 “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.  One owed him 
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  Neither of them had the money 
to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which of them 
will love him more?” 
 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
canceled.” 
 “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman?  I came into your house.  You did not give me any water for 
my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair.  You did noit give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.  You did not put oil on my 
head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.  Therefore, I tell you, her 
many sins have been forgiven---for she loved much.  But he who has 
been forgiven little loves little.” 
 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this 
who even forgives sins?” 
 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
 



SERMON: 
Let’s open with a word of prayer: 
 Heavenly Father, soften our hearts and open our minds to learn 
from your teachings today.  Please give me the words to use to help us 
all to follow your path.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Interesting opportunity here this morning, I appreciate you being here 
this morning, I didn’t know if everyone would walk out or whatever, but 
(Laughter).  It makes you use your time to study the Word a little bit 
more when you’re doing this, and I would encourage anyone in the 
membership to really think about doing it; it’s a time to delve into the 
Bible and get deeper into the Bible than we normally do in our everyday 
lives.  But as I read the verses and thinking about them and what they 
meant to me, the image of Andrew Lucke just kept coming to me, you 
know (laughter).   I’m a Colts fan – how many other Colts fans do we 
have?  Great!  Great!  So you know who Andrew is.    If there’s ever a 
man with potential – it’s Andrew. 
 
Three years ago, he was coming out of college, the Colts had the first 
pick in the NFL draft, every year they would draft from the college 
players that are eligible and this was the year that they had the first pick 
and Andrew was available.   You had all the experts and everyone 
saying, “Andrew has the most potential of any football player in years.  
Possibly the best quarterback potential since a gentleman named 
Peyton Manning back in 1998.”  Of course we know Peyton and the 
legacy he had with the Colts, and some of them went so far to say he had 
the most potential since John Elway back in 1983 – that’s 30 years!  
That’s a lot to say that he had the most potential of any football player 
coming out of the draft in 30 years.  Probably in the next year or two he 
will be the highest paid football player on the planet.  He’s done very 
well!  But, he’s far from perfect. 
 
The next slide will show you that last year he had the most fumbles of 
anybody in the whole National Football League.  Now, you know, 
potential is potential and he does well, but he also makes mistakes.   And 
I guess that’s where it came to me in the verse because we all have 
potential but we all make mistakes.  
 
So, let’s go to the verses and see what they say: 



Chapter 7 verse 36:  “As one of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, 
and he went into the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.”   
 
All right, who are the Pharisees?   The Pharisees were a very legalistic 
Christian society.   They were Christians, but they loved their rules more 
than they loved God.  They delved in the minutia of the Bible and 
developed rules to follow from that.  They believed that to remain pure 
they could not interact with sinners, and they even refused baptism by 
John the Baptist because he was not worthy of their respect and 
guidance.   
 
So the Pharisees invited Jesus to dinner – why was Jesus invited?  Jesus 
has been in the area for a year or so and doing great works.  Their 
servants had told them about the great work He had been doing, and so 
they thought, “Well” (you know the old adage – keep your enemies 
closer) they wanted to learn more and more about Him. 
 
So they invited Him to dinner, He was a threat, He was an outsider, but 
they invited Him to dinner to learn more.   
 
Verse 37 says: “And behold!  A woman of the city was a sinner.  When 
she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, 
she brought an alabaster flask of ointment.”   
 
How do we react when a notorious sinner walks in the room?  If one 
was to walk in right now, someone we knew was a sinner.  Do we want 
to confront them?  Do we hope somebody else takes care of it? You 
know, so we see the sin so much that we can’t see the person within.  
That’s the nature of this woman – she had led a sinful life and had a jar 
of perfume.    The scripture does not say exactly what her sin was.  
There’s a certain woman’s trade, if you will, back in the olden times 
where a prostitute did carry perfume with them – it was a smelly world 
back then, a lot of animals, a lot of everything.  Bathing wasn’t an 
everyday event like it is for most of us.  So the jar of perfume was a stock 
of trade for her.   
 
How did she walk into the house?  How did she join the dinner?   At that 
time, many of the larger buildings were built with an open courtyard, 
and when a feast was had like this, the host and the guest would sit in 



this courtyard, but the townsfolk and the common folk were invited to 
arrange themselves around the outside to hear the teachings, to learn 
from the people that are there and to honor the host.   So, it wasn’t 
uncommon that she would be there, but as long as she sat on the 
sidelines, as long as she sat in the bleachers that was fine, but when she 
stepped onto the playing field, when she stepped into the courtyard, the 
Pharisees became very, very upset.   
 
Verse 38 says: “And standing behind Him at his feet weeping, she began 
to wet his feet with her tears and wiping them with her hair of her head 
and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment.”  These were 
acts of pure love on her part.   She loved Jesus – she loved what Jesus 
had done for her and these are just acts of pure love. 
 
Verse 39 says, “When the Pharisee that had invited Him saw this, he said 
to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 
what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.’” 
 
Now again, in the Pharisee’s mind this was atrocious – they did not 
believe you could interact with sinners.  So he begins doubting Jesus, 
you know, “Is this guy really for real?  Is this guy really a prophet? Or is 
he just a Shaman?”  So, in verse 40:  Again, the Pharisee thought this to 
himself, he didn’t say it out loud, but in verse 40, Jesus answered saying 
to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.”  And he answered, “Say 
it teacher.”  You know, Jesus read his mind; Jesus probably knew his 
mind before He got there, but He had read his mind and wanted to 
respond.  You could almost hear the sneer in the Pharisee’s voice.  “Say 
it teacher.”  You know, he just lost all respect because Jesus was 
interacting with a sinner.  
 
So the Pharisee sneered at Him and Jesus launched into the parable, 
verse 41 through 43:   
 
“A certain moneylender had 2 debtors, one owed 500 denarii and the 
other 50.  When they could not pay, he canceled the debt of both.  Now 
which of them will love Him more?”  Simon answered, “The one, I 
suppose, for whom he canceled the larger debt.”  And He said to him:  
“Ye have judged rightly.” 
 



Denarii is pleural of denarius – a denarius was a daily wage for a day 
laborer.  So the 500 denarii were 2 to 2-1/2 years of wages.  The 50 
denarii were 2 to 2-1/2 months.  So it was a princely sum, and to the  
Pharisees for forgiving any kind of debt was unheard of; it was outside 
of the laws that they honored so greatly.   
 
Verse 44 through 46:  Then turning toward the woman He said to 
Simon: “Do you see this woman? I entered your house, you gave me no 
water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair.  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in, 
she has not ceased to kiss my feet.  You did not anoint my head with oil, 
but she has anointed my feet with ointment. “ 
 
Back in the day, it was good manners because the roads were dirt, the 
roads were dusty, the road were traveled by beast and men alike, so 
they were dirty, dirty roads and when you came to someone’s house, 
they had a servant wash your feet, they gave you a kiss on the forehead 
or on the cheek, and because the sun was hot and your head was dry, 
they anointed heads with oil at the time to alleviate that, but Simon had 
done none of this.   Simon was really, I don’t know, he was really 
snubbing Jesus.  Was he trying to goad Him into bad actions?  I don’t 
know, but he tried to get His goat, I don’t know.  But he had done none 
of these things that were common courtesies at that time; so, he 
definitely meant to offend Jesus.   
 
The woman had done everything a normal host would do; not with 
water but with her tears; not with a towel, but with her hair and with 
the perfume that she carried with her.   
 
Verse 47 says: “Therefore, I tell you, her sins which are many are 
forgiven for she loved much, but he who has forgiven little, loves little.” 
 
This last little bit – “forgiven little, loves little”, is a very scathing 
comment to the Pharisees.  The Pharisees believed they didn’t have 
much to forgive anyway, so they could forgive very little of anyone else 
and Jesus was trying to point this out.   For those that have forgiven 
much, they love much.   
 



Verse 48 then says:  “And He said to her, “Your sins are for forgiven.”  
Your sins are forgiven! 
 
Can 4 words change your life?  “Your sins are forgiven.”  How about, 
“Yes, your pregnant!”  That can be a life-changing event.   
 
“I have a dream!”  Oh, how many times have we heard that!  Martin 
Luther King and his famous “I have a dream.” Those are 4 words that 
resonate through the centuries.   
 
“You’re being audited,” if it’s from the IRS that might be a concern. 
(Laughter)   
 
And one I have come to appreciate more recently is, “The baby needs 
changed!” (Laughter)  Sometimes that is really, really a life-changing 
event.  Eloise, forgive me.  (Laughter) 
 
So let’s study these 4 words a little bit – “Your” What is your?  It’s 
addressing you, it’s not him, it’s not some nebulous somebody else, it’s 
you, it’s personal, it’s us. 
 
“Your sins”  What are sins?  Sometimes you’ve erred; sometimes we’ve 
wronged someone, sometimes our faith has not been as strong as it 
should be.  Sometimes we’ve acted inappropriately lately.  It’s sometime 
we’ve deviated from God’s plan.  A minister I know refers to these times 
as “falling shorts”.  Sometimes we fell short of God’s plan; we’re having 
“falling shorts.”   
 
“Are?”  A simple declaration, immediate action, “are”; “Your sins are.” 
 
And “forgiven.”  What a glorious word forgiven is.  They’re pardoned; 
they’re canceled.  You are set free from all your past actions.   
 
Christ paid the price with His death on the cross to make that 
forgiveness possible.   God does not dwell on our past sins.  He comes 
and He welcomes association with those that have sinned, so they might 
realize God’s gracious forgiveness.   
 



There was a professor at a seminary, and one of his students raised his 
hand in the middle of the class and said, “I do not believe God had ever 
met a prostitute.”  And the professor says, “Oh, I think there are many 
instances where He, you know, talks about interactions with a 
prostitute.” And the student said, “No, no, I do not believe God ever met 
prostitutes.”  So the professor picks up his Bible and begins to leaf 
through it to get to the exact chapter and verse, and the student says, 
“No, you’re misunderstanding, I do not believe when God met someone 
that had been a prostitute, He saw a prostitute.  When God met that 
person He saw the potential inside that person.  He saw what that 
person could be, and therefore, He didn’t see the prostitute at all.”  The 
professor thought about this for a second and said, he had to agree with 
the student, I don’t believe God ever met a prostitute because He could 
see through all of that.   He could see inside the person.   
 
Back when my daughter was a junior in college, she read a book and 
introduced me to a book called “The Ragamuffin Gospel.”  While I’m 
driving, I always have an audiobook playing in my car, except for when 
I’m with my wife.  After 8 hours a day with first graders, she likes peace 
and quiet.  So, she doesn’t like my books, but the one book I always have 
with me is The Ragamuffin Gospel that Megan gave me one year for 
Christmas.   
 
The Ragamuffin Gospel is about the essence of Christianity as defined by 
a former Franciscan priest called, Brennan Manning.  In it, he argues 
that Jesus’ gospel is one of grace.  Efforts to earn salvation are possibly 
misguided.   He states that the true meaning of God’s grace has been lost 
in our society; I mean it’s a constant search to merely please God, as if 
the Almighty is a small-minded bookkeeper, who tallies sins and uses 
them against humanity.   
 
A couple of quotes from the book I’d like to share:   
 
The story goes that a public sinner was excommunicated and forbidden 
entry to the church.   He took his woes to God, “They won’t let me in, 
Lord, because I’m a sinner.” “What are you complaining about?” said 
God.  “They won’t let me in either.” 
 



Another quote is “My deepest awareness of myself is that I am deeply 
loved by Jesus Christ, and I have done nothing to earn it or deserve it.” 
 
The sinners to whom Jesus directed his Messianic ministry were not 
those who skipped morning prayers or Sunday services, they had done 
nothing to merit salvation, yet, they opened themselves and availed 
themselves of what was offered to them.   
 
On the other hand, the self-righteous placed their trust in the works of 
the law and closed their hearts to the message of Christ.   
 
Back to the scripture, verse 49 says: Then those who were at table with 
Him began to say to themselves,  “Who is this who even forgives sins?”  
So the Pharisees are sitting up taking notice a little bit; no mere man 
could forgive sins, so either Jesus was a true prophet of God, the true 
Son of God or He was a very big imposter! 
 
Verse 50 says, “And He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you, go 
in peace.’” 
 
We are reminded once again, we are saved by faith and God’s grace.   
 
One Sunday, there was an older gentleman and a young boy sitting on a 
bench outside of church after church.   The older gentleman looked 
downtrodden and sad and just was absent in mind, but the young boy 
was full of vim and vigor and full of smiles, for the first time he had a 
real interaction with God that morning in church; he felt like he had 
really been saved that morning and he was so full of God’s love and so 
full of smiles.  And he looked over at the older man and said, “Sir, do you 
need to get saved?”  The older man, kind of roused and looked at him 
and said, “Well I’ll have you know that I’ve been on the council for 30 
years, I’ve been council chairman for 15 years or more!”  The little boy 
just looked at him and smiled and said, “Sir, it don’t matter what you’ve 
done, you can still get saved!” (laughter)  (I thought that was perfect.) 
 
So the topic here this morning is potential.  That God can see the 
potential in all of us as He did with the sinner at the feast.   What is that 
potential for?  What does God expect of me? 
 



There’s an article of many I’ve read this week on the title, “What does 
God Expect of Me?”  Written by Marilyn Adamson and some of the 
points that resonated with me was:  When you look at God’s commands, 
don’t look at obeying them as something you can do alone.  Accept the 
fact that we need God to live within us and guide our actions and words 
to achieve the desired results.  God has a plan for our lives to use us to 
benefit others and for His glory.    
 
In today’s world we are taught:  Any failure is because we didn’t try 
hard enough or put forth enough effort, but that is just going to create 
great frustration for us all.  Because only focusing on the Law will bring 
the awareness of our sin.  Instead, God asks we allow Him to use us as in 
the manner that He chooses.   
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “By grace you have been saved through faith, and 
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God.  Not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast.” 
 
Our relationship with God is one of more effort equals greater rewards, 
instead, we need to give ourselves over to Him and in Him to create a 
life which pleases Him.   
 
As the song leaders come forward, and I’ve lost track of time, but I’m 
going to get you out of here early anyway.  As the song leaders come 
forward, I would like to refer to one of the great philosophers of my 
generation:   
 
As Linus says, “There’s no greater burden than great potential.”   God 
sees a great potential in all of us, and the burden we chose nothing 
compared to the burden Christ bore when He went to Calvary and died 
on a cross for our sins. 
 
So, what is it a potential for what?  It is not to earn our way into heaven 
through good works, not to seek personal gain or to feed our ego 
through good works, but to let God live in us, guide us and use our 
talents to glorify His name and help build heaven here on earth. God will 
look beyond our fumbles, will look beyond our falling shorts to the 
potential He sees within us all.  Is it not a heavy burden to bear?  If we 



can just let go and allow God to guide our actions and words for His 
benefit.   
 
  


