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 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were 
with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 
 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 
 “But what about you?” he asked.  “Who do you say I am?” 
 Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 
 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.  And he said, 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.” 
 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 
save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose 
or forfeit his very self?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the 
Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in 
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.  I tell you the truth, some 
who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom 
of God.” 
 
SERMON: 
This morning is a a hard, hard teaching, in fact it is such a hard teaching 
that Christians have been wrestling with and debating about it over the 
last two thousand years and what does it mean, and well, in the last 
seventeen hundred years, not quite two thousand, but it’s a difficult one 
because it has to deal with how do we understand the cross and how do 
we understand what it means to be a follower of Jesus?  So, it sets up 
incredible tension and we’re going to wrestle with that tension this 
morning.  So, if you find yourself struggling or wrestling or questioning, 
you’re in good company with the saints throughout history, so let’s keep 
that in mind this morning as we gather together. 
 



Now, I don’t know about you, but when I was a child, when I used to 
hear the phrase Jesus Christ, I thought of that as a name, much in the 
same way I would think of Dave Morrison or I might think of Brian 
Royer or I might think of Sally Kimmel, you know that it was a first and a 
last name, and that’s just the way I thought of it.  In fact, we know this is 
actually pretty popular in our culture, because even Bill Cosby 
commented on that in one of his routines years and years ago when he 
described how for the first eight years of his life, he thought his name 
was always Jesus Christ because how his Dad always called for him 
when he was in trouble. 
 
So, with that, with thinking it was a name the focus was “don’t take the 
Lord’s name in vain, don’t use it as a cuss word, don’t use it when you’re 
frustrated and all in that sense of it,” but then I studied scripture more 
and I’ve learned more from the historic model of the church that there’s 
a whole different way you can take this name in vain because Christ 
ultimately is about a title.  A title that means the Holy One, the Anointed 
One, the one anointed by the Holy Spirit, the Messiah or Lord simply, 
and when we live life in such a way that we as Christians don’t 
acknowledge the lordship of Jesus, that’s a way of taking Jesus in vain 
because we’re not giving ourselves over and following.  So we want to 
keep that in mind this morning as we see Peter’s confession of Christ 
and realize that this entire episode is a confession we ourselves are 
called to make day in and day out; this is a challenge for us as well.  So 
we want to bear that in mind because ultimately this is something that 
changes the whole course of everything else that we understand about 
our faith because when we recognize that Christ is a title, one of the 
ways that we learn about this is, of course, going through the gospels, 
the other way we learn about this is by looking at the historic examples 
of the church.  There are two things that happened in the past week 
here that hold this example and this model for us. 
 
The first is the passing of Elizabeth Elliott.  I don’t know if many of you 
know who Elizabeth Elliott was, she was married to Jim Elliott; he was 
one of the OCA martyrs.   They were a group of recent college graduates 
who felt called to the mission field, and so they and their families went 
to the Amazon rain forest in 1952 and while they were there they were 
reaching out to a stone age tribe, a very violent tribe, a tribe that killed 
every white person they came in contact with, and had only ever 



experienced white people shooting at them when they had guns, and 
they went to minister to this tribe and because of a series of what we 
would term as unfortunate events, the men in the mission were killed 
while they were reaching out to this tribe.  But what happened, we 
realize that God was able to redeem those tragic events because the 
wives and their children remained in the area, reestablished contact 
with that stone age tribe and embodied forgiveness with them, and the 
tribe had a question for them, because when the men had gone out on 
this mission, they all had guns, they were all packing guns, and when 
they were attacked with bow and arrow and spear, rather than shooting 
back at those who were attacking them, they shot their guns in the air 
and the Indians could not figure this out.  They did not understand why, 
it did not fit their normal way of looking at the world, it shattered and 
ruptured their world view because every time they ever encountered a 
white person before, the white person had taken a shot at them with a 
rifle.  So they asked these woman, “What was it about your husbands?” 
and these women laid out for them the gospel, that the men had come to 
preach to them that Jesus is Lord, that He is king of all creation, that He 
has reconciled us to the creator, and so as a result we can lay aside our 
old way of living and invited them into that.  They knew because they 
were reconciled to Christ, they were prepared to die more so than that 
tribe was, and so they laid down their lives for it.  The entire tribe is 
now, to this day, Christians, following Jesus proclaiming the gospel of 
peace and reconciliation and justice and God’s work in the world. 
 
Another more tragic incident this week, we know that there was an 
attack in a church in a Bible Study on Wednesday night in Charleston, 
South Carolina and this was a racially motivated terror attack.  We now 
know as we’re digging through files and finding out more information 
that he was hoping to spark off another civil war, and we know that nine 
people lost their lives.   
 
If you go on this church’s website, the motto on that website is “Because 
of Jesus’ passionate love for us, He died for us, and so it’s only fitting 
that we return such a passionate love with a love of our own.”  And this 
willingness to lay down their lives for the sake of the gospel.   
 
That pastor was called into ministry when he was 13 years old.  He 
became one of the youngest preachers of that congregation, became a 



leading politician in South Carolina.  This church was known for it’s 
activism, for proclaiming a gospel that all the races belong at the table 
together, and yet they’ve suffered tragedy time and time again 
throughout their history, and yet we got to see one of the most powerful 
example of the gospel immediately in the aftermath because the next 
day, when that young man was arraigned in court, families were there 
and they spoke to him and while they expressed how hurt they were, 
they also expressed to him that they were praying for him and that they 
forgave him, so much so that the reporter that was covering this in 
MSNBC got choked up telling the news story of how these Christians 
responded with great love to great tragedy.  
 
This teaches us something about what it means to be followers of Christ.  
You see the legacy of that church, the legacy of Elizabeth Elliott and jim 
Elliott and all the others throughout history who have been willing to 
take up their cross literally and figuratively tells us something, that this 
is something we grow into.  It’s a hard, hard principal. It’s not something 
that comes to us naturally.  It is not something that comes to us quickly, 
but it is what maturity in Christ looks like.  IT’s the endgame, it’s the 
picture of it.  No greater love has a man than this that he lay down his 
life for his friends.  That’s from John’s gospel.  That’s Jesus and that’s 
what He invites us into.  They understood what it meant to call Jesus 
Lord.   And so we want to bear their witness in mind even as we gather 
together to look at Luke 9.   
 
So if you’re not there already, I invite you to turn with me to Luke 
chapter 9 and it begins with: 
 
“Once when Jesus was praying in private and His disciples were with 
Him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” and they replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah and still others that  one of 
the prophets from long ago has come back to life.”  “But what about 
you?” he asked, “Who do you say I am?”  Peter answered, “The Christ of 
God.”  Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone, and He said, 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the teachers of the law. He must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.”  And then He said to them all, “If 
anyone would come after Me he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow Me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 



whoever loses his life for Me will save it.  What good is it for a man to 
gain the whole world and lose of forefeet his very self.  If anyone is 
ashamed of Me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him 
when He comes in His glory and the glory of the Father and the holy 
angels.  I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste 
death before they see the kingdom of God.” 
 
So this begins an episode and it begins in private.  The disciples and 
Jesus pulled away from all the crowds that they’ve been serving from 
months on end, and in pulling away we find that Jesus is praying in 
private; something He had been trying to do in the previous episode 
that He was interrupted from.  While He is praying there, He stops from 
His prayers and He turns to the disciples and He says, “Who do the 
crowds say I am?” and it begins with the crowds.  What do the rest of 
the folks say?  Who do they say that I am?  They respond to Him, “Some 
say you’re John the Baptist.”  Now remember John the Baptist at this 
point is already dead, so, “So some say you’re John the Baptist whose 
come back, others say Elijah, still others that one of the prophets of long 
ago has come back to life.”  Pretty significant stuff, right, that they’re 
ascribing to Jesus.  
 
The crowd gets that there’s something different about Jesus, there’s 
something significant in His ministry and His life; there’s something 
about Him, but they’re not quite there yet.  Then He changes the 
question and He moves from, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” to 
“Who do you say I am?”  The twelve, who had been with Him from 
nearly the beginning, who were walking closely with Him, who were 
seeking Him out, who were really becoming followers of Him at this 
point and students of Him, and Peter answers (because Peter is always 
the one who speaks up) “The Christ of God.”  There’s that title aspect 
right?  The Christ of God, the Messiah of God, the Lord of God, the 
anointed One of God, the One whom God has sent to deliver His people, 
to bring them forward into righteousness, to bring them forward into 
restoration, to bring them into the kingdom of God. 
 
Then something weird happens: Jesus strictly warned them not to tell 
this to anyone, and He said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 



There’s a really simple structure to this passage:  the first is this 
question of who is Jesus and in light of that, what does it mean for Jesus 
to be the Christ, because once Peter makes his confession then Jesus has 
to expand on, here’s what it means to be God’s Messiah, because there 
were many conflicting ideas on what it meant to be God’s Messiah that 
day and age.  Many of them expected the Messiah to come and raise up 
an army and drive the Romans out, and reestablish a Jewish kingdom 
that would be able to rule over all the territories of the known world at 
that point.  They were looking for that earthly political kingdom and 
looking for it to come through a sword.  Jesus says, “We’ve got to unpack 
that, we’ve got to reverse that.”  And so He sets up something totally 
different.  He begins to give a definition of the Christ. The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the leaders, the 
chief priests, the religious leaders and the teachers of the law, and He 
must be killed and then on the third day be raised to life.  This is an 
oxymoron, you don’t have a crucified Christ, you don’t have a crucified 
Messiah; that doesn’t compute with what they’re expecting at that point, 
but that’s the teaching that Jesus gives to the Christ and what it means 
to be the Christ.  The Christ is someone who loses to win. In fact, that’s 
why He gives such a strict warning not to tell anyone, because at this 
point, what happened in the previous episode?  He just fed five 
thousand people.  Someone who feeds you, what are you going to do?  
You’re going to follow him.  Somebody who raises the dead, somebody 
who heals the sick, you’re going to follow him and right now the crowd 
is not ready to follow Jesus because they think that the Messiah is going 
to be somebody who drives the Romans out with a sword; they’re not 
ready for God’s teachings yet about what the Messiah is all about and 
what the Messiah will be focused on. 
 
So Jesus tells them not to tell anyone because otherwise He won’t be 
able to suffer many things because if everyone’s following Him, He won’t 
be able to go through what needs to be done, He won’t be able to 
confront the powers that be, He won’t be able to go to His cross and 
bear on the cross the sins of the world; it’s all part of what needs to take 
place. 
 
The second half of this passage deals with the next question that Jesus 
begins to unpack for them, which is this:  What does it mean to be a 
follower of the Christ of God, what does it mean to be a follower of 



Jesus?  Once He’s redefined what Christ means, then okay! So what does 
that mean in light of following that, if the Christ is the one who has to 
suffer to be rejected and ultimately to be killed and resurrected, what 
does that imply for His followers.  Then He lays down what’s probably 
one of the hardest teachings in all of scripture. “If anyone,” anyone, not 
some select few within the church, not some select few within God’s 
creation, “if anyone would come after Me, He must deny himself take up 
His cross daily and follow Me.  Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
whoever loses his life for me will save it.  What good is it for a man to 
gain the whole world and yet lose or forfeit his very self.  If anyone is 
ashamed of Me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him 
when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels.”  That’s hard, isn’t it?   
 
But listen to this: “If anyone would come after Me, if anyone would come 
after Me, if anyone would be a follower of Me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross daily.”   
 
Now in the ancient world, the cross was not the symbol of hope like it is 
for us, today, 2000 years later, the cross was an electric chair, it was 
how they executed people, in a painful, violent way to demonstrate do 
not step out of line with Caesar, and this is what happens to those who 
do! 
 
We know, there’s archeological evidence of mass crucifixions where 
hundreds of people were put up on crosses as a warning to those who 
remain, “Don’t step out of line or this is what will happen to you.” 
 
It’s possible, even there in a desolate place, which is where they tended 
to crucify folks would be on the crossroads and spaces outside of the 
city.  Jesus could have even been in the shadow of an area where they 
have been executed.  And He turns to His disciples and He picks up 
something from their common life experience and He says, “This is what 
it means to be a follower of Me.  You must deny yourself and take up 
your cross daily.”  Now Luke inserts that word “daily” where the other 
gospels don’t and that indicates to us it’s just not about literally picking 
up a piece of wood to be crucified on; it’s talking about something 
figuratively.  It’s talking about a daily denial of self; it’s talking about 
something that changes within our attitudes, our hearts and our minds 



and our lifestyle as a result of it.  “He must deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.” 
 
Then He gives a couple of paradoxes.  “For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it” Whoever wants to Sotso his life, “Sotso” is that word for 
save that we have been looking at in the last couple of weeks, and it has 
this aspect of healing.  Whoever wants to heal his life, whoever wants to 
experience a salvation of his life, deliverance of his life, must lose it.  And 
the word for life there is the Greek word, it’s psyche, it’s talking about 
the will, the affect, the emotions, the very substance of a person’s being.  
So the way that you save your will, your essence, your affections is by 
losing them.  It doesn’t really compute, does it?  How do I save 
something if I lose it? 
 
“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for Me will save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world”  
Now in the Greek there He is switching to economic terms.  “What good 
is it for a man to profit the whole world, the whole cosmos, the whole 
creation and yet lose or forfeit his very self?”  This is what we might call 
“selling out” right? You want to gain the whole world, so you sell out 
your true essence, your true life.   
 
What happens is when we are born into this world, we develop a whole 
way of living within the world because of the way we’ve been raising in 
our families, because of the way we’ve been raised in our culture, all of 
those things and Christ brings His kingdom into perspective for us in 
saying over and against the ways of this world, “I will teach you a new 
way of living.”   
 
The price of healing is to lose that old way of living and step into this 
new way of living that I am going to show you. That’s what He’s talking 
about when He’s talking about laying down lives, when He talks about 
taking up a cross daily; He’s talking about crucifying a self, the way that 
we think that the world operates, He’s saying, “No it doesn’t operate 
that way, it operates this way!  Now live into that!”   This is what it 
means to follow. 
 



He gives these paradoxes because paradoxes do something to us.  When 
we just very simply unpack it, we don’t wrestle with it anymore, but 
wrestling is where the growth comes from.   
 
So if you do nothing else this week, take that verse and write it on a note 
card, put it in your mirror or on the visor of your car, somewhere where 
you’re going to see it.  “If anyone wants to save his life, he must lose it,”  
and wrestle with that.  What does that mean?  Ask God for wisdom in 
that.  What does that look like for you in your daily life to daily take up a 
cross; that’s a hard, hard teaching, but it’s vital enough that the disciples 
thought we needed to hear it, even 2000 years later, and that’s why it’s 
there in the text and that’s why it’s there for us to continue wrestling 
with it because He desires our healing, our salvation and the only way to 
be healed is a whole new way of living of looking at the world around us, 
of how we approach those around us, how we live with others.  It’s hard 
isn’t it?  It’s uncomfortable.  You have to agree, this is a hard, hard 
teaching, and frankly we may not be ready for it because of how hard it 
is, because of the challenge involved with it. 
 
Last week, we talked about the way that Jesus wants to teach us and 
grow us and frankly, this is part of that process.  You know, it’s kind of 
like when you were a kid you get a sense that there’s math they do in 
high school that you don’t know how to do yet, but we’re never content 
with letting a kid only do the same math at a third grade level as they 
could in twelfth grade, right?  We want to see them grow, we want to 
see them increase their ability to do those figures and those 
calculations; it’s the same way for us as followers of Christ. 
 
This is why when we talk about baptism, we talk about being baptized 
in Christ and their being new life.  Eloise, we don’t expect her to ride a 
bike yet or drive a car, we would be really worried if she was trying to 
do those things, wouldn’t we?  But some day, she is going to grow into 
that and if twenty years from now, if she’s still sitting, napping on Phil’s 
chest, we’ll be a little concerned, maybe a lot concerned.  The way that 
we grow physically is a model for us of how we are to grow spiritually.  
We begin with simple truths of Jesus, we begin with simple confessions 
of faith and then we grow into obedience; because all of this sets up the 
nature of this is talking about how obedience results in a cross.  
Ultimately, this is what it means to follow Jesus, to be obedient.  



You’ll notice something else: the whole purpose of this obedience, is not 
some death wish, it’s not some masochism that says it’s cool to suffer or 
it’s fun to suffer.  That’s not Jesus, that’s not Christianity.  The whole 
point of being willing to take up the cross is for the sake of our very 
lives.  The purpose of going through these things of being willing to 
transform our way of life is so that we might gain life, an abundant life, 
an eternal life. 
 
John’s gospel defines eternal life as this: “Knowing the Father and Jesus 
Christ whom the Father has sent;” it’s a relational definition; it’s not 
about just grasping something mentally and being able to recite it, it’s 
about us knowing it relationally in such a way that that relationship 
then drives and transforms all the other relationships of our lives, and 
that becomes very good news, because the lives we live now are not 
lives of life; they’re lives of death and avoidance of death and fear of 
death.  So when we look at the resurrection of Christ what we are 
proclaiming is that Christ has conquered the grave and so you don’t 
need to be afraid anymore!  Let the love of God drive that fear from your 
hearts.  Easier said than done, huh? 
 
Where did this passage begin?  Jesus is praying isn’t He?  The only way 
we are able to grow into this kind of maturity in Christ is by being men 
and women of prayer, who spend time with God allowing God to speak 
to the deep places of our hearts that are afraid, that have doubts, that 
have anxieties, that have burdens and concerns and allowing God to 
heal those places, to speak words of truth and love into those places so 
that we may come out of our time of prayer and take up our cross daily 
and go about the rest of our day in a way that reflects the cross of Christ.  
This is a cruciform life, a cross-shaped life, and prayer is what prepares 
us for the lesson.    You can think of it as homework if you will, and  it 
prepares you for the test you encounter daily. 
 
Taking up our cross daily like Elizabeth Elliott did or like this pastor and 
his congregation did in Charleston; these aren’t things they sought out, 
but these are things they had to prepare for.  You k now, where’s 
Christopher at, is he here or did he go downstairs?  There he is, he’s in 
the back! 
 



Chris Royer is with us.  How many of you remember Chris; let’s call it 
eight years ago.   How many of you have seen a picture of Chris recently? 
 
“Now Chris you have added on a lot of muscle and that just happened 
one Christmas morning, right?  Not exactly!  How long have you been 
lifting weights?  Six years!  How many days a week do you work out?  
Every single day for six year, sometimes 2 or 3 times a day.  Would you 
mind telling us what your bench press is? One pound for every day of 
the year!  (Laughter)   
 
He didn’t bench 365 because he started benching yesterday, it’s 
something he’s been preparing his body for, for six years.  IT’s 
something he’s dedicated his life to and that an analogy for us as well.  
There are sacrifices that come with that dedication, there are things you 
give up in your diet, there are things you give up in your calendar for 
that kind of thing.  We know many folks who do this whether it be for 
work or exercise, whatever it might be, Christ is inviting us to do that 
with the totality of our lives for the sake of His kingdom.; 365 days a 
year to take up our cross, to learn what it means, so if there comes a 
moment for an ultimate sacrifice like we talk about, like the martyrs 
have experienced, we are prepared for it because all the days up to that 
had been rehearsal of laying down our lives in love for the sake of the 
gospel for the sake of others, and our hearts have been transformed 
through prayer and through the Holy Spirit, through the Anointed One’s 
ministry to us, we are able to take up our cross and to serve and follow 
others as well, and it will not make sense; it does not make sense. 
 
 
The media right now is showing clips and interviewing and finding all 
these things and some folks have been so callous as to say that this 
minister himself is in part responsible because he didn’t allow guns in 
the church.  That makes a whole lot of sense by the thinking of the 
world, doesn’t it? Because when somebody attacks you, how do you 
respond?  You attack back, you put up metal detectors, you start 
carrying weapons around, you make yourself as secure as possible, but 
that minister knew something, he knew Jesus the Christ and him 
crucified and he resolved to know nothing but Jesus crucified, and he 
recognized this teaching that the cross is about vulnerability, the cross 



brings consequences, the cross sometimes literally means the laying 
down of one’s life for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Being so prepared from exercising those spiritual muscles that you’re 
ready to do that in that moment, and you know what?  If that 
congregation would have had metal detectors at the door, yeah, they 
would have turned him away, he may have gotten caught, he may not 
have, we actually don’t know because it’s hypotheticals, but we do know 
this: he would not have been welcomed into their Bible study, he would 
not have met with them for an hour, and if you listen to the testimony 
that’s leaking out from the police right now, he almost didn’t go through 
with it because of how loving they were to him.  This is obviously a 
young man who for his entire life has been taught to fear black people 
and to hate black people, and one hour of intense love, prayer and Bible 
study was almost enough for him to repent; the families of these  
victims are still praying for that repentance and still working towards it 
by extending forgiveness and grace to him.  Who knows what will 
happen in the coming days and weeks and months of his life, and how 
he’ll respond to this call for repentance and a new way of life that drives 
out fear. 
 
In Northern Philadelphia, there’s a pastor that I met last fall, and he and 
his church have resolved that they will be a church that embodies the 
Old Testament teachings of the prophets. 
 
In Isaiah and Micah, the prophets proclaim that one day there will be a 
day where they take their swords and they beat them into plowshares., 
that these weapons will become tools that give life through cultivating 
life and food for those who need it, because ultimately that’s what the 
violence is all about.  It’s a fear of scarcity that “I don’t have enough, and 
so I need to take yours so that I can have enough” and so the prophets 
know this and they say, “No, there’s going to be a day coming when they 
will take the swords and they will beat them into plowshares, and they’ll 
use them for farming and for giving life rather than for violence and 
taking life and fear.”  So this church has begun to collect weapons.   
 
This church is located in one of the most dangerous neighborhoods in 
America.  We went there and we were standing on a street corner with 
our friend, who is actually from Huntington originally, his name is Chris 



Lahr, he’s there and we’re talking with him and he points out to us that 
the block that we are on, as they have done all the statistical analysis of 
crime in the United States, that’s the block with the greatest frequency 
of drug trafficking and violence related to drug trafficking.  The corner 
that we’re sitting on in his van!  Oh!  Okay!  That’s why you don’t share 
the stat before we get in the van!  Right across there is a railroad trestle 
that goes down and there’s literally an underworld to the city where 
folks go, where police will not go unless it is in force because of just how 
bad it is, and these folks are going in and they’re bearing the gospel in 
these places.  When they first got together with this idea to embody 
what the prophets did they contact some of the local blacksmiths, and 
somebody donated an AK-47 to them.  Yeah!  Because you have one of 
those laying around the house, right? 
 
So they donate an AK-47 to them and they take the blacksmith and they 
take this AK-47 and they transform it into a shovel and a hoe for their 
garden!  While they are there at the ceremony, they do this beautiful 
liturgy and there are several Moms with them who lost their sons to 
gang violence and to guns, and they’re part of this liturgy, and they’re 
seeing their neighborhood be transformed by a gospel that says, “Let’s 
take our swords and beat them into plowshares.” Because if we know 
that that’s the kingdom God is bringing and the kingdom that we are 
praying for, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, they why not 
start today?  Because if that’s the kingdom we want to devote ourselves 
to 365 days and sometimes 3 times a day then we need to start acting 
on it, we need to start living on those things. 
 
The cross of Christ is foolishness to the world.  That’s why this sounds 
ridiculous, but God invites us to have our minds recaptured, our 
imagination recaptured through prayer that we might see a new way of 
living in the world, because when we neglect the cross in our daily life, 
we fundamentally declare that we are not following the Lord Christ. 
 
It doesn’t matter what we call the building at this point or the 501.3c 
organization, we are no longer being the body of Christ if we neglect the 
teachings of Christ, because we bear witness to the kingdom of God 
when we reign, we live under the reign and rule, the teachings, the will 
of the king of God, the King Jesus.  I don’t know about you, but following 
for me always requires two feet, because when I want to go someplace, 



my right foot can’t go here and my left foot go here, it gets pretty absurd 
and ridiculous pretty quickly.  So what Christ is calling us to is to be 
united and devoted in purpose, to bring about the kingdom, to walk a 
path following where He leads through the Holy Spirit, to follow in 
obedience, to follow in love, to suffer daily, to take up our cross daily 
and to be ready to love and extend grace to all comers.  Those that we 
think don’t belong – Christ has said, “The table’s open, you can come if 
you want.”  Whoever belongs are the ones who come.  The reality of it is 
this:  We don’t have to take up our cross.  He leads a possibility for that 
doesn’t He? 
 
“If anyone is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him.” 
 
It’s not just being ashamed of Jesus; it’s being ashamed of His teachings.  
Will we live this out or won’t we?  “The Son of Man will be ashamed of 
him when He comes in His glory, in the glory of the Father and of the 
holy angels, and I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not 
taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” 
 
We have an opportunity to bear witness to the kingdom of God, to help 
others see the kingdom of God in the way that we live and it’s Father’s 
Day isn’t it?  If we won’t do this for ourselves and our own lives, maybe 
we should do it for the sake of the next generation, for those children 
that God has blessed us with and entrusted to our care and to our 
leading.  What world do we want for our children because they’re 
watching us and they’re learning from us!  You Dad’s know this, right?  
Because there’s a moment when that 8-year-old says something, and 
you think, “Where did you learn that?  Who taught you that word?  Oh!” 
and then you hope Mom’s not around to find out where the kid learned 
the word! 
 
They watch so much don’t they?  They’re going to see what we do day in 
and day out, how we handle conflict, how we love people, how we don’t 
love people.  They’ll see who we are afraid of and they’ll take on those 
fears themselves, but they’ll also see us praying, they’ll see us loving 
boldly, they’ll see us forgiving those who have hurt us, they’ll see us 
walking in obedience and they’ll imitate that as well. 
 



So the question for us is “What world do we want for our children? 
Because they are watching us and they are learning from us!”  Fathers 
this is your day!  You’re hopefully going to get a steak or something later 
today, maybe a tie or some socks, but with this day comes some 
questions, What do you want your children to know you for?  What is 
the legacy that you want to pass on to them that they would become 
imitators of?  Because they do love, admire and imitate you, even when 
they insist that they don’t and they won’t.  Some of you are experiencing 
that right now as parents, right?  You open your mouth and all of a 
sudden your Mom or your Dad climbs out.  You are impressing yourself 
upon the next generation.  The question is, what impression do you 
want to leave on them? 
 
If you don’t believe me, we have a video here to show you how much 
you mean to them. 
 
(Video of different children speaking to their Dads) 
 
“I love my Dad because he loves me!  I love you Dad! 
 
“I love my Dad because he lets us eat snack after church!” 
 
“My Dad is special because he comes home from work and, um… he 
helps us. 
 
“I like to go to the kids store with my Daddy!” 
 
“My very favorite thing to do with my Dad is to ride bikes!” 
 
“I love my Daddy” 
 
“I love my Daddy because he goes to church with me! And he makes 
time to play with me!” 
 
“I love my Dad because he’s inspirational, funny, curious, fun. 
 
“My Dad takes me to work.” 
 
“My Dad is the best because he lets me go to work with him.” 



“I love my Dad because he teaches me a lot.” 
 
“My Dad is the best because he lets me play with his phone.” 
 
“I love my Dad because I love him.” 
 
“My Dad is really good at baseball.” 
 
“I love my Dad because he picks on us a lot, sometimes it hurts, not 
really but uh, and he’s just really a nice guy like he tries to help a lot of 
people and he’s a really good soul.” 
 
“My favorite thing to do with my Dad is playing in the pool when it’s 
summer.” 
 
“I love my Dad because he plays basketball with me.” 
 
“I love my Dad because when he comes home he helps us out and he 
loves us.  I love you Dad!” 
 
“I love my Dad!” 
 
“My favorite sport to play with my Dad is basketball.” 
 
“If my Dad had a superpower it would be to come home whenever he 
wanted to play with us.” 
 
“If my Dad had superpowers he would have to have blue lasers.” (What 
would he do with those lasers?) “Protect the city!” 
 
“If my Daddy was a superhero he would have powers that would keep 
the city safe from bad guys.” 
 
“My Dad is a superhero! He flies, and he helps people!” 
 
“I love my Daddy!” 
 
“I do love my Dad!” 
 



“I love my Dad because he loves me!” 
 
Pastor Richard says:  As the song leaders are coming forward, you can 
wipe out the dusty tear ducts!  As the song leaders are coming forward, I 
invite you this Father’s Day to reflect on what it means to take up your 
cross, and obviously it’s not just a message for fathers, but fathers you 
bear an important role in this, you lead the way for that next generation, 
and all of us are helping raise this generation together, we’re all in this 
together.  So maybe today taking up your cross sounds very intimidating 
and something you are not ready for, that’s okay, because we walk this 
journey together and Christ is the one teaching us and leading us. 
 
Let’s stand and sing. 
 
 
 


