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SERMON:  The First Question 
 
SCRIPTURE: Genesis: 3:6-10: 
 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good 
for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; 
so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves. 
 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord 
God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  But 
the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid.” 
 
LUKE:  15:1-32 
 Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering 
around to hear him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.” 
 Then Jesus told them this parable:  “Suppose one of you 
has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Does he not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 
until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 
shoulders and goes home.  Then he calls his friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 



 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  
Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search 
carefully until she finds it?  And when she finds it, she calls her 
friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 
have found my lost coin.’  In the same way, I tell you, there is 
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
 Jesus continued:  “There was a man who had two sons.  
The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of 
the estate.’  So he divided his property between them. 
 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he 
had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his 
wealth in wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was 
a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to 
fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 
one gave him anything. 
 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired men.’  So he got up and went to his father. 
 “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 
 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best 
robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast 



and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 
 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.  When he came 
near the house, he heard music and dancing.  So he called one 
of the servants and asked him what was going on.  ‘Your 
brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the 
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in.  So 
his father went out and pleaded with him.  But he answered his 
father, ‘Look!  All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders.  Yet you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this 
son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
 “’My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours.  But we have to celebrate and be 
glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.’” 
 
SERMON: 
Since the holidays are a time of indulgence, we’re going to 
indulge a little bit the next couple of weeks in Luke, chapter 15 
and are going to spend all of these three weeks just plumbing 
the depths of this because what happens in that section is you 
have Jesus drafting and looping the grandeur of God’s grace 
until it becomes just a symphony and crescendo of grace; just 
saturating and dripping with the grace of God.  So we’re going 
to spend a lot of time there. 
 
So we begin with Genesis 3, because Genesis 3 reveals to us 
that there’s a big question for all of us to wrestle with in our 
lives.  I don’t know about all of you, but for me there’s a pretty 
distinct memory I have of when I was a small child, I 
remember, I don’t know what I did, but I knew I was in trouble.  



You know, you can kind of remember that in your body even, 
right?  You know, so I remember I was in trouble and I was 
hiding under the kitchen dining table; the same dining table we 
have over there, in the parsonage, that we ear our meals 
around, so it was this big long table and for whatever reason it 
seemed like, because I was small, and my parents were not that 
that was a safe place to hide because I knew I was in trouble, I 
messed up and I didn’t want to come out, and I remember 
being told: “We can see you under there.”  (Laughter)  Because 
it doesn’t really work, right?  But when you’re really young, it’s 
all from your perspective; you’re not thinking about it from 
your parent’s perspective, but yeah, they can see your shoes 
hanging out from beneath the blankets on the bed or “No, they 
know the dog wasn’t kicking the soccer ball in the house.”  
Parents are pretty smart that way, aren’t they?  I mean they 
pick up on these things, right?   
 
But they ask a question, “Where are you?” and it’s a question 
for your sake, more so than it is for their sake.  I mean they 
know you are hiding in the closet underneath the coat pile.  
They know you are hiding under the table because they can see 
you.  That’s what’s going on in this Genesis 3 passage. 
 
In Genesis 3, we’re presented with what becomes a very 
important question for all of us, but the truth of it first found in 
that garden account after the fall, and so we know the 
background of the fall where the serpent has come to the man 
and the woman and said, “Did the Lord say to not eat of this 
fruit?”  And they eat the fruit and it says their eyes were 
opened and immediately they realized they were naked and 
they felt this shame, and then they hear God coming and 
walking in the garden. 
 



Now, you’ll notice there wasn’t this climactic moment where 
instantly everything changed for God.  What instantly changes 
is on their side.  They become self-aware.  They gain this 
knowledge, this discernment, this self-consciousness about 
themselves and they begin to experience a sense of separation 
of distinction from God and from each other and we know how 
the story wraps up – they quickly turn on one another, don’t 
they?  The husband immediately blames Eve for what was 
going on and Eve blames the serpent and so on and so forth, 
rather than acknowledging where they are and what they’ve 
done in this. 
 
But as God comes and walks through the garden, in the cool of 
the day, you know, it’s just another Tuesday for God, but then 
He finds that they’re hiding, and again, I think the best analogy 
for it is this sense of the thing we used to do when we were 
kids and we would get in trouble is we hide from Mom and Dad 
and they know where we are.  God comes to them and He 
knows where they are and He says, “Where are you?”  But it’s a 
question for their benefit, not God’s benefit.  It’s an invitation 
for them to acknowledge where they are and to come out from 
hiding into God’s presence, and so they come out and they 
begin to explain what has happened. 
 
And you’ll notice God’s immediate response, “Well, who told 
you, you were naked?”  I mean He recognizes that what 
changed wasn’t whether or not they were wearing clothes or 
not, what changed was their awareness about this and with 
that awareness then is a sense of shame, and that’s what God is 
responding to there, and what does God do next in the story? 
 
Well in Genesis 3 He goes and He actually creates new skin 
clothes for them; better clothes than what they had created for 



themselves, so God goes to address their shame, God goes to 
meet them in that moment of awareness. 
 
“Where are you?” is a major question in our lives.  We don’t 
often ask it, but around this time of year is when we do begin 
to ask it.  We just phrase it a little differently.  We begin to take 
assessment of the year that has come and passed and the year 
that is coming up and we begin to talk about New Year’s 
Resolutions and identifying, “Where am I in life?  Where am I, 
Where do I want to be, what are the changes that might get me 
there?”  Thomas Keating calls this the question of immense 
importance.  The first question of the spiritual journey; it’s an 
invitation for us to consider where we are, where we have 
been and what do we really desire in the life that God has 
blessed us with; and it’s important to acknowledge this 
question. 
 
How many of you use GPS when you travel now?  A lot of folks 
probably,  right?  It’s so easy, isn’t it?  You just punch in the 
address and you go!  How many of you still rely on a map and 
an atlas?  How many of you still carry a map and an atlas with 
you incase your cell phone coverage goes out and your GPS 
fails?  Yeah! 
 
Now, think back, when you have a map, lets go ahead and open 
up our maps, what’s the first thing you need to figure out when 
you look at the map?  Where are YOU on this thing, right?  
Because if you can’t figure out where YOU are, it doesn’t matter 
where Albuquerque is or wherever it is that you’re trying to 
get to in the middle of nowhere, you have to figure out where 
you are in the middle of nowhere first; then once you identify 
where you are then you can start to plan a route on how you’re 
going to get to your end goal, how you’re going to get there.  So, 
too, when we take assessment at the end of the year, we 



identify, where am I?  What am I experiencing?  Where are you 
at this morning?  There’s an easy answer right off the bat, 
right?  It’s January 3, 2016; I’m sitting at 206 Etna Avenue, I’m 
in the 5th pew to the left, right?  There’s an easy physical 
geography to that, but there’s deeper aspects of that too.  How 
old are you this year, not just physically, but emotionally.  Have 
you been growing and maturing because we all know that you 
can’t confuse age with maturity, right?  Have we been growing 
through this last year, am I more mature than last year, am I 
more joyful, more peaceful, more loving, more kind and would 
my neighbor agree with my assessment on that quiz? 
 
Where am I in my relationships?  Are there folks that I have 
tension with right now?  We just got done with the holidays, 
we’ve been crowded together with family and we may have 
stepped on each others toes, are there things that need 
resolved coming out of the holidays?  Is there tension in the 
family that even prevented somebody from coming to the 
festivities?  Where are we in our relationships?  Where are you 
with your spouse?  Where are you with your children?  With 
your parents, with your uncles and your aunts; with your 
neighbor; where are you with your enemies?  Where are you 
with your work?  Where are you with your boss?  Where are 
you with the ministry that God has gifted and called you to in 
life?  Are you where you want to be?  Are you where God wants 
you to be? 
 
We identify where we are so we can think about where we 
need to be and how to get there.   
 
The good news is wherever you are your being pursued by 
what others have called the “hound of heaven” and so I want to 
invite you to turn with me to Luke chapter 15 and we can 
indulge a little bit in God’s grace on this journey: 



Now prior to this, Jesus has been on this journey where He’s on 
the road to Jerusalem.  It says throughout Luke’s gospel that He 
sets His face to go towards Jerusalem.  He knows what’s going 
to wait for Him there, not just because it’s something that God 
has written, because He knows He’s going to tick off the 
powers that be and the way the powers of be deal with the 
prophets that tick them off is they kill them, and so He knows 
at the end of this road is a very, very hard journey. 
 
All along He’s been inviting folks to celebrate and be with Him 
in living out the kingdom of God to experience a new 
relationship with the creator who has brought them into 
existence and has a mission for them in the world.  So, He’s 
inviting them to come and follow Him, to take up their cross, to 
put off their old way of life and put on a new way of life, a new 
way of thinking in the world, and that’s the invitation He has 
been giving over and over again.  And as a result, people have 
been responding to this.  It says that there are crowds that 
have been following Him, even when he amps it up and begins 
to give all these tough difficult things like loving your enemies 
and not putting your family ahead of the stranger and all of 
those things.  They continue to follow and respond to the 
graciousness and authority with which He speaks. 
 
So in 15, we catch in verse 1:  Now the tax collectors and 
“sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.  (Now in that 
day, just like today, people weren’t fond of tax collectors but 
for a very different reason.  The tax collectors in that day, they 
took the money and they gave it to the Romans who were 
occupying the land, and so it would be as if they were taking 
the money and they were paying it to the people who were 
oppressing their neighbors.  So tax collectors were considered 
very far from God; they were traitors to their own nation, they 
were traitors to God Himself, and so they were considered the 



lowest of the low.  They were collaborators with the 
oppressors, and sinners were gathering all around.  Jesus had a 
way of bringing the finest folks from the dregs of life to gather 
in one place.  He brought them together; He was like a magnet 
for them, and as he brought them together it made those who 
had it all together, had it all going on, very uncomfortable 
because normally you wouldn’t rub elbows with those folks, 
because what would others think?  You were just trying to set a 
good example, and ultimately it was all about purity – these 
people were unclean, they were sinners, they were far from 
God; so, part of holiness meant separating yourself away from 
those kinds of people.  And Jesus, who is proclaiming a 
different sort of holiness, a holiness that transforms darkness 
by bringing light into it insists on being with those.) 
 
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This 
man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  (Now, you 
remember back in middle school or elementary school, you 
had a table you sat at and you had friends you sat with for 
lunch, right?  And you knew your place in the pecking order of 
your school and where you sat at.  If you sat at the wrong table, 
there would be a momentary halt in the action of “what are you 
doing here?  What’s going on?”  There’s a pecking order to 
these things because when you shared a meal with somebody, 
that means you accept that person, you are with that person, it 
was the same back in the ancient Near East and it’s the same 
today!  So when it says that Jesus welcomes sinners and He 
eats with them, He’s accepting them right where they are.  He’s 
meeting them in that moment and He’s pulling them together 
with Him.  Can you understand why the Pharisees are so upset 
about this?  He’s not waiting for them to get their act together, 
He’s not placing a hard teaching on them, He pushes that stuff 
later on, He invites them to repentance all throughout this, but 
it’s the order that’s out of place for the Pharisees.  They should 



be repenting, getting their act together, and then we can share 
the table with them.  And Jesus is saying, “No, No, No, that’s not 
how the equation works.) 
 
 Then Jesus told them this parable:  (And like I said before, 
He does 3 parables here and He loops them; it’s like you have 
the first draft and then the second draft and then the Magnus 
opus of the prodigal son.) 
 
  “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them.  Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country 
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds 
it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  Then he 
calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way 
there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not 
need to repent. 
 
(Notice what He’s saying there, He’s drawing an analogy of a 
good shepherd; now what does a good shepherd do? And He 
puts their own self-interest in this.  Let’s say you have 100 
sheep, 99 are good but one is lost, what are you going to do? 
You’re going to leave the 99 in open country, which means that 
they’re not in pasture, right?  The 99, there’s a risk for them 
because they’re in the open country and you’re going to leave 
them to find the one that’s lost.  You’re willing to risk what you 
have to gain what you’ve lost.  And you’re going to go and 
you’re going to find them and when you find them you’re going 
to pick him up in your arms, you’re going to put him on your 
shoulders and you’re going to come back and you’re going to 
rejoice with your neighbors and invite them to rejoice with 
you, and He is saying that’s exactly what it is when these 
sinners gather with me and there’s repentance there, there’s 



transformation there in the presence of God’s grace, there is 
much rejoicing in the heavens.  There is a celebration, there is a 
party, and there is an invitation to this.  What’s amazing to this 
is 3 times in the Old Testament God is compared to a good 
shepherd pursuing lost sheep.  Jesus is aligning Himself with 
what God has been all about all along.  Think back to the 
Genesis 3 passage: was God being a good shepherd with Adam 
and Eve?  They’re lost, they’re hiding; “Where are you?”  He 
invites them to come out and He provides for them, He clothes 
them.  He is the Good Shepherd from start to finish.   
 
The change that occurs throughout the progression and the 
revelation of scripture is that Jesus reveals it in it’s fullness 
through His life and ministry, His death and resurrection, that 
God is the Good Shepherd who pursues us no matter where we 
are, even to the depths of hell, and He pulls us back and He 
invites us to respond and come with Him.  Rejoice with me. 
 
Then He tells a parable about a woman and coins:   “Or 
suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  Does she 
not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she 
finds it?  And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost coin.’  In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
 
Now in that day, a sliver coin would be worth like a day’s 
wages.  So she had ten days wages and she loses an entire day’s 
worth of wages.  Think for a moment what it would mean for 
your checkbook in your life right now.  If you lost an entire 
day’s pay and could not find it.  Would you be on the phone 
with your bank?  Yeah! You’d be trying to figure out whose 
account it went to, right?  Would you be on the phone with 



those you owe money to to see whether or not you could 
stretch things out a little bit, so you don’t get caught short, 
right?  This is a major deal for her; it’s something for her very 
survival.  So, what does she do?  She is in a house, she lights a 
lamp, she sweeps the floor, and she cleans everything.  The 
picture of this, lighting a lamp; what time of day is it?  It’s 
towards the evening; it’s a little dark, right?  Now the lighting 
in there might not be great anyhow, but she lights a lamp, she 
gets up at whatever hour of day it is, it doesn’t matter, she 
knows that something that matters to her is lost, and she turns 
up everything else in the house to find that one thing that’s 
lost, to pursue it, to find the thing of value, the thing that she 
needs, the thing that she’s counting on, and that is what Jesus is 
comparing His ministry to. 
 
Then He continues the final draft, the Magnus Opus: 
 
 “There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’  So he 
divided his property between them. 
 
Now, we’re going to spend some time in this in the next couple 
of weeks, we’re not going to get all the depths of this parable 
this morning, but I want you to catch right at the beginning, in 
light of this question of look who’s coming to dinner, what 
Jesus gets presented with.  He presents these 3 parables and 
the final one is where He presents another worldly father with 
2 very worldly sons; this is not a normal father, in fact, when 
his son comes to him, in the Ancient World with inheritances 
and everything else worked.  What happened was, oftentimes, 
the father would give the inheritance before he had died, and 
he would hand everything over to the sons so that they could 
take care of the property while he was gone.    By preempting 
that and saying, “Father, give me my share of the inheritance,” 



what the younger brother is saying in effect is, “Dad, I wish 
you’d hurry up and die so I can get on with my life.”   
 
How do you think the audience reacts at that point?  Wow!  
Kids these days!  Right?  Just outraged, “I can’t believe he 
would say this!”  The expect the proper response for 
maintaining the order of society is for the father to slap him, 
rebuke him and beat him until he recants what he just said; 
that’s the expectation.  You have to teach them discipline and 
that’s what they expect, and that’s what the father does in 
Jesus’ story, right?  No!  What does he do?  He takes that shame 
on himself and he gives him his share of the inheritance.  He 
overlooks the wrong his son has just committed against him 
and he gives him the inheritance.   
 
Now it gets even worse, because what does it say the son does 
next?  Very quickly he…what?  He gathers up his things. The 
things he is talking about, he is talking about his share of the 
inheritance.  He gathers it up, he converts it into cash so he can 
travel and when he is converting it into cash, whom do you 
think he is selling it to?  It’s a small village.  He is selling these 
things to the neighbors.  The neighbors now know what was 
private in the family is now on public display and public 
shame; this is even worse!  It was one thing to insult his father 
behind closed doors, now he is insulting him with his very 
neighbors, the people he has grown up with his entire life.   The 
father, at this point, puts a stop to it, he puts his foot down and 
he beats him until he repents and he buys back everything he 
has just sold, right?   No!  He lets him go! 
 
So the son journeys off to a far land.  This far land suggests that 
he is living among the Gentiles at this point.  It was such a 
severe thing to protect your inheritance that there was actual 
ceremonies that if you lost your inheritance, especially if you 



sold your land to the Gentiles, there was a full ceremony for the 
village to cut you off!  It was called the Ketzitza (sp?) and what 
would happen is after you have squandered everything you 
had, as you came back to your village empty-handed, because 
you would rely on your family in those days, they would ask 
you where it all was, and if you didn’t have it and it got sold to 
the Gentiles, what they would actually do is they would take a 
jar and they would fill it up with coins and other things and 
they would break the jar at your feet and they would drive you 
off from the village; it takes shunning to a whole new level!  
Turn it up to 11!  You were driven off and cut off as if you were 
already dead.  There’s a severe break in relationship between 
this young man and his family and the village he’s grown up in.  
He’s gone off and he squandered it.  He’s destitute; he’s 
desperate.  He’s so desperate, that as a young Jewish man he 
does the unthinkable.  He begins to work taking care of the 
pigs. 
 
Now for those of you who don’t know, pigs are unclean animals 
for Jews, for Muslims, for several world religions and they want 
nothing to do with them.  If you touch them, you are unclean. If 
you eat it, you are unclean.  They are unclean, you shouldn’t 
mess with it; they’re unclean, leave them alone! 
 
Now, we understand why they think they’re unclean, right?  
Have you ever been around pigs?  Right?  That makes sense to 
us.  We also understand why we like pigs, because they’re 
tasty!  But back then, it’s a big deal that he, a good young 
Jewish lad with so much potential has begun to take care of the 
pigs, and not only taking care of the pigs, but he’s destitute, 
he’s not getting well paid as a hired farmhand.  He’s so hungry 
he begins to envy and desire what the pigs are eating.  Where is 
he?  He’s lost!  He’s far away from his birthright, he’s far away 
from everything he has ever known and he’s got to be 



wondering, when does it end?  How do I return, how can I 
return. 
 
And it says in the text:   
 
 “When he came to his senses, (he devises a plan, a smart 
young kid!  He devises a plan, “How am I going to get things 
straightened out?  How am I going to get back; how am I going 
to figure things out and make things right with my father?  So 
he begins to prepare a speech and he thinks about what is 
going on in his father’s home,) he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death!  (Notice who he identifies with at this point.  He doesn’t 
think, my brother’s back and he’s thriving and he’s doing really 
well, he already acknowledges that he squandered his 
inheritance as a son.  He identifies with the hired hands in his 
father’s household with the servants.) 
 
I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.  
 
At this point, the crowd that is listening to Jesus is probably 
giving a few “Amens”.  “Yeah! That’s right, it’s a good thing he 
came to his senses, so he can go back.”  What’s amazing in this 
is there’s an echo of Pharaoh’s response to Moses during the 
plagues.  What Jesus is doing is brilliantly comparing the 
attitude of this man’s heart to Pharaoh’s heart during the 
Exodus.  It’s begrudging; it’s not repentance, it’s “I’m going to 
figure this out, I’m only going to do this because it’s too painful 
to continue what I’m doing right now.”  There’s no repentance 
in the story yet; that’s incredible to keep in mind and 
remember because we often think like the Pharisees did, that 
repentance comes first and then grace; so tuck that in the back 
of your mind and lets continue on: 



 
 
 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one 
of your hired men.’  (I will earn my way back, I will give back all 
the money I have lost to the Gentiles and I will repay it to my 
father’s estate so I can be in relationship with the village; so I 
won’t be driven off.)    So he got up and went to his father.  (He 
recognized where he was, he recognized there had to be a 
change, he gets up and he goes back to the father, still planning 
to earn his way back in after he’s come to his senses, come to 
his smarts and what happens?) 
 “But while he was still a long way off, (because he is not 
just physically a long way off. He is emotionally and 
relationally a long way from his Dad; he no longer even 
considers himself to be a son; that’s how far off he is.) 
 
While he was a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. 
 
Now in the ancient world, there are things that men don’t do; 
in fact in the Middle East to this day there are things you don’t 
do is when you are wearing your long robes you do not run 
with them.  Why?  Because what happens when you’re in long 
robes and you run with them besides the trip and fall hazard? 
You might expose your legs and that would bring shame on you 
and your family.  It is not dignified for a man to run, especially 
to go and embrace a son who has shamed him, has shamed his 
family and has shamed his village.  But what did we talk about 
before at the Ketzitza ceremony?  They’re going to take this 
and they’re going to meet him at the edge of the village and 
they’re going to what?  They’re going to smash it on the ground 
and they are going to drive him off, and if he doesn’t leave, 
they’re going to throw rocks at him until he does.  The father is 



running to his son to beat the villagers to the punch, because 
they can’t break relationship with him if the father has already 
embraced him.  Notice what the father is doing.  Again, just like 
before, he is taking his son’s shame upon himself, he is bearing 
the cost and the price of his son’s actions and he is going to 
embrace and be reconciled to his son.  What would be expected 
for Jesus’ audience?  Is it the father would be in his home, 
looking out the windows over his field, away from others and 
his son would come and beg to have an audience with him and 
he would keep him waiting, because that would be the 
dignified thing to do, to begrudgingly bestow an audience with 
him.  The father has no sense of pretense, no sense of his own 
shame in this; he doesn’t care because the thing he values most 
is the restoration of his relationship with his son.  So he runs, 
and he embraces his son and he showers kisses upon him, the 
way you would expect his mother to.  Dads and Moms tend to 
have different degrees of affection, right?  His Dad embraces 
him, weeps over him, kisses him, and calls for a signet ring to 
be put on as a symbol of the household.  Workers don’t wear 
signet rings; sons where signet rings.  “Bring him a robe, get 
him clothed, and get him sandals.”  He was so poor he didn’t 
even have shoes; “bring him sandals and let’s have a party 
because my son who was lost is found!”  “He’s home!  He was 
dead and he is alive again!” and he was lost and is found and 
they began to celebrate! 
 
And the party begins and the older brother hears about it, 
right?  The older brother hears the music going on and he is 
like, “Why is everybody celebrating?  Harvest isn’t in yet! We’re 
still out here, we’ve still got work to do!” 
 
He is a good responsible first-born son; he is doing what needs 
done, and so he calls one of the young boys there over, because 
the servants are already in the house, we know that this boy is 



not a son within the family or else he would be in the house as 
well.  So he calls the young boy over.  As is the case when you 
have a party, you have the adults at the party and the kids are 
throwing their own party over here, right? 
 
So he calls one of the young boys over and says, “What’s going 
on?”  And the boy gives his interpretation of events as well.   
  
‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed 
the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’  
(Notice his interpretation of it)   
 
The father’s interpretation was “what was lost is now found, 
let’s celebrate!”  The boy’s interpretation of it was, “What was 
lost is now found and safe at home, let us celebrate with this!”  
In fact, when he has him back safe and sound, the Greek word 
that is used there, in the Old Testament, with a Septuagint, 
when it translates into the Greek, Peace and Shalom!  There is 
peace, there is wholeness, and there is restoration!  He is no 
longer far off physically of relationally, he has been restored as 
a son; that’s what we’re celebrating! 
 
 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in.  
(You can expect that, right?  We can see that, right?  I would 
resent that, “I have been here toiling all those years, doing the 
right thing and you’re just going to go and bestow grace on this 
son who has brought shame on the family?  Come on, at least 
make him crawl through the mud a little bit; make him earn it!)  
No, what happens here, the oldest son who always does 
everything right, actually brings shame on his father in this 
process too, by putting his foot down and saying, “I’m not going 
into the party!” 
 



So the father comes out and he begins to beat his older son 
until he repents and goes into the party.  “You’re going to have 
a good time and you’re going to like it,” right?  He doesn’t! 
The father goes out and once again, against all expectations 
begins to plead with his oldest son to come inside. “Come share 
in the joy that your brother is home; he’s safe, there’s peace 
again on the homestead, he’s alive!” 
 
And the brother doesn’t even respond to that pleading, instead 
he begins to rebuke his father publicly for making such an 
embarrassment of himself and the family. 
 
And the father’s response again, he takes his son’s shameful 
actions upon himself and he responds at the end, verse 31: 
 
“’My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be 
glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.’” 
 
When we ask, “Where are we?  Where are you?” regardless of 
your answer, the next step is recognizing that God is there in 
His gracious presence.  This other worldly father tells us that 
God is desperately seeking us for us to come into full 
fellowship with Him to experience the life that He has for us; a 
life of blessing and good, peaceful relationship with God, with 
others and with the world God has blessed us with.   
 
When we come to our senses, when we begin to even take an 
interest in ourselves, we begin to make a deal along the way 
and God can handle that, because He doesn’t care about our 
deals, He embraces us first. 
 



Peter Rollins tells this parable as a version with an extra 
chapter on it where the young son is home in his bed that he 
grew up in and in that moment he repents.  It’s when his heart 
softens again and he realizes it’s true, his father has really 
called him a son again, and that grace creates room for 
repentance.  And all throughout this is an invitation to rejoice. 
 
So this morning, “Where are you?  January 3, 2016?  Are you a 
lost sheep; are you a sheep that is still with the flock?  Are you 
a coin lost in the cracks in the house?  Are you a coin that’s 
where you’re supposed to be?  Are you a younger son or an 
older son?  Are you in the position, the opportunity to be a 
generous father in a relationship that needs healing in your 
life?   
 
No matter where you are God is there.  It’s as if Jesus’ response 
to the Pharisees, when they are concerned that He eats with 
tax collectors and sinners and He says, “Indeed I do eat with 
sinners! But it’s much worse than you imagined.  Not only do I 
eat with them, I run down the road, I embrace them, I shower 
them with kisses and I put the family ring on them, and I eat 
with them!  Why don’t you come and celebrate with us too?  
Why don’t you let go of the pretenses, let go of the charade, 
acknowledge your own brokenness and come in to the party 
and just have a good time!”   
 
It’s something we have to learn, isn’t it?  It’s something that 
grace invites us to be transformed by. 
 
Coming up, the first week in February, we are blessed and 
privileged to be partnering with several ministries in our 
community to be bringing Ruth Haley Barton into town    We 
just got the new Evangels out; if you haven’t gotten one yet, 



their out at that back table; there’s information in here about 
that. 
 
But Ruth is somebody who has had a significant influence on 
my life and the life of several leaders in our community in 
helping us with tools, with disciplines, spiritual disciplines and 
life rhythms that help us become more aware of God’s grace so 
that when we identify where we are, we recognize with the 
answer to that question, we’re not alone, God is there too and 
God wants to move us from there, God wants to grow us from 
there, God wants to invite us into the abundant life He has for 
us; the abundant life that scripture refers to as eternal life, that 
Jesus defines as knowing God and Jesus whom God has sent 
and knowing it in the deep places of our soul so we can become 
agents of love and reconciliation in a world that desperately 
needs them, which is why we light our candles during Silent 
Night and we pass the flame because it’s a metaphor and image 
for us of passing the light of Christ, the hope of Christ, the love 
of Christ to those around us so that grace can transform our 
hearts. 
 
Again, something I would encourage you to consider in 2016 is 
you take stock of where you are and where you might be and 
where God is looking to lead you. 
 
But this morning we get to celebrate the table.  We get to 
celebrate that Jesus eats with sinners, which is good news for 
you and good news for me, trust me!  Because that means we 
have been invited. 
 
So I want to invite Ann to come forward and help me as we 
prepare the elements. 
 



This morning, we are going to practice Intinction, meaning as 
you come forward, you are going to be able to come forward 
and receive the elements, after I have blessed them, and as you 
take bread, rip off a big enough chunk that you can dip it into 
the cup, and we don’t need to get our nails in the cup, but we 
can just dip our bread in the cup and take and receive it as you 
receive the words of blessing.  Remembering that this 
ultimately is Jesus’ table, and He got in trouble for welcoming 
people like you and me to the table. 
 
In those stories we were just reading?  You are I aren’t even 
there as agents in Jesus’ audience, His mind, okay?  We’re the 
dust that the coins get lost in because we’re Gentiles, we would 
be the pig-herders that have pulled the son away from his 
father’s house; we’re less than nothing and Jesus has said, “No, 
I proclaim peace to those who are near and to those who are 
far off!” 
 
 


