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 After this, Jesus traveled bout from one town and village 
to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  
The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had 
been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna 
the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; 
and many others.  These woman were helping to support them 
out of their own means. 
 While a large crowd was gathering and people were 
coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: “A 
farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the 
birds of the air ate it up.  Some fell on rock, and when it came 
up, the plants withered because they had no moisture.  Other 
seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the 
plants.   Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came up and 
yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” 
 When he said this, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.” 
 His disciples asked him what this parable meant.  He said, 
“The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been 
given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 
 
 “ ‘though seeing, they man not see; though hearing, they 
may not understand.’ 
 
 “This is the meaning of the parable:  The seed is the word 
of God. Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then 



the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so 
that they may not believe and be saved.  Those on the rock are 
the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but 
they have no root.  They believe for a while, but in the time of 
testing they fall away. 
 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who 
hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s 
worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.  But the 
seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a 
crop.  
 “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under 
a bed.  Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in 
can see the light.  For there is nothing hidden that will not be 
disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or 
brought out into the open.  Therefore consider carefully how 
you listen.  Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” 
  
 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but 
they were not able to get near him because of the crowd.  
Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing 
outside, wanting to see you.” 
 He replied,  “My mother and brothers are those who hear 
God’s word and put it into practice.” 
 
SERMON: 
 
“In the beginning was the word and the word was with God 
and the word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  
Through Him all things were made, without Him nothing was 
made that has been made.  In Him was life and that life was the 
light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not overcome it.” 



 
Those opening words to John’s gospel are ones that we want to 
keep in mind as we look at this passage this morning from 
Luke’s gospel as well, and as we continue with this series, we 
encounter Jesus traveling from one town and village to 
another.  We recognize that Jesus has an agenda; there’s a 
purpose to what He’s doing, there’s a reason why He’s going 
around, and He’s on the move and He’s on the go constantly.  
There are multiple times in His ministry where folks try to get 
Him to set up shop right where He’s at because they want to 
receive all the goodness He has to offer, but Jesus constantly 
refuses that and says, “No, I need to also go and tell others 
about this kingdom.”  So that’s what we see in Luke Chapter 8,   
after Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God; so you’ll 
notice that He’s traveling, He’s on the go and He’s proclaiming 
the good news, the gospel, of the kingdom of God. 
And then you’ll notice that He has some companions with Him 
as well; it mentions that the twelve were with Him, and also 
some women who have been cured of evil spirits and diseases, 
so there’s a healing aspect to Jesus’ ministry as well; there’s a 
wholeness and a restoration aspect to it.  This is when we look 
at the root words involved with the word “salvation;” that’s 
why they carry with them an element of healing, and this is 
something to bear in mind as we go through this passage as 
well.   
 
Mary is there, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
come out of.  How’s that for your resume for a kingdom 
ministry, right?  I had seven demons once and now I don’t so 
let me work with you!  (Laughter) 
 
Joanna, the wife of Cuza and the manager of Herod’s 
household; this tells us something important here too.  Herod 



was opposed to Jesus and yet some of the folks in Herod’s 
palace worked with Jesus, Susanna and many others.  These 
women were helping to support them out of their own means, 
and while a large crowd was gathering and people were 
coming to Jesus from town after town, He told this parable. 
 
What’s interesting here is it mentions that He’s traveling with 
the twelve disciples, which are all men, some of whom are 
married, some of whom are not, and then He’s traveling with 
these women, some of whom are married and some of whom 
probably are not at this point.  What He is doing in just His 
traveling is rocking the boat.  It is scandalous even in this day 
and age for an unmarried woman in the Middle East to travel 
somewhere without a family member, especially if she’s 
traveling with a man who is not family or her husband.  
 
Now rewind it 2000 years.  Imagine how much more 
scandalous it was then and yet Jesus doesn’t seem disturbed by 
it; in fact, it seems to be a key element of His ministry.  It’s even 
more amazing that Luke saw fit to note that the women are 
there with Jesus.  This was revolutionary at the time, because 
what he’s doing is he’s recording one that this Jesus that he’s 
writing about did things that were scandalous, but He did them 
with purpose and He did them because of this kingdom that He 
was proclaiming.  This is something Paul flushes out later when 
he says, “In Christ there is no male or female.”  What he’s 
talking about there is that there’s a leveling that all have been 
formed in the image of God and so all have gifts to use for this 
kingdom. 
 
And you’ll notice who’s footing the bill for this ministry – the 
women – there the ones who are making it happen. 
 



So a large crowd begins to gather, people are coming to Jesus 
from town after town; no wonder because they’re looking for 
healing, they’re looking for teaching, and then it’s this got kind 
of a side where He begins to tell this parable: 
 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering  the 
seed, some fell along the path, it was trampled on and the birds 
of the air ate it up.  Some fell on the rock, when it came up the 
plants withered because they had no moisture.  Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.  
Still other seed fell on good soil, it came up and yielded a crop a 
hundred more than what was sown. “ 
 
So He tells this parable.  The crowd begins to gather and then 
Jesus just starts talking.  Now imagine for a moment, you’re 
with your friends, you’re outside just on a street corner or 
something or maybe at the mall, and a crowd of you gather and 
you’re just kind of hanging out there and all of a sudden one of 
them begins to just randomly start telling a story about a 
farmer and his field.  Your response is going to be one of 
confusion, right?  We were just talking about the Mayweather-
Pacquiao fight, why are you talking about a farmer?  We don’t 
get this.  So there’s a bit of confusion and a bit of a pushback on 
this.  And He tells this story, and when He tells this story 
there’s some significant features of it we want to look at this 
morning: 
 
One, He tells us there’s a sower – there’s somebody who has 
purpose who is sowing seed, who is planting seed somewhere. 
 
Secondly, it has seed in it, right?  because you wouldn’t be a 
very good farmer if you never actually put seed in the ground.  
Ummm….you could work the ground all you want, but if there’s 



no seed, nothing’s going to change, nothing’s going to happen 
as a result of it. 
 
And then finally the farmer needs land.  And talks about 
different types of soil.  I was amazed to learn a couple of weeks 
ago that they use GPS to actually map which areas of the land 
have the most yield, and so then you can project this is where 
we should put down more seed or less seed depending  on 
projected yields based on past crop histories.  It’s amazing! 
 
And then you have the other guys who are just so intimately 
tied to the land they have been working for 30-40 years, they 
say, “Well, of course!  You plant It over there, its always come 
up better over there.  Why do I need a machine to tell me this?” 
 
All different ways of approaching this same question: where to 
you put the seed down?   You’ll notice in this there are four 
different types of soil where he puts the seed down, right?  
There’s a path that’s very hard because that’s where everybody 
walks, he tosses down seed on that path; it’s interesting 
because you would think that this farmer who is farming his 
family land would know you don’t put seed on the path!  Why 
not?  It’s too hard, right?  It can’t take root, and then what 
happens to it?  What happens in the story Jesus tells?  It gets 
trampled and birds come along and they snatch it up, right?  
The birds eat it – so you just fed some of God’s creation but you 
really didn’t help your crop yield.   
 
So, it’s interesting that this farmer is so liberal or generous 
with his seed; he just throws it about everywhere.  He isn’t 
really concerned with “this is not going to be good soil for it”, 
so he throws it out everywhere. 
 



It’s also interesting to notice that the next piece of soil that he 
throws it down on is what?  You have a hard path and then 
what’s the next one?  Thoughts coming in a little bit----rocks!  
Rocks, right?  Because this farmer is so concerned about where 
the seed is going he throws it down in the midst of a bunch of 
rocks. 
 
Now in the rocks, there’s always a little bit of soil there, right?  
And so the plants begin to take a little bit of root but they can’t 
go deep because of the rock, and there’s no moisture there; it’s 
really dry and aired, and so as a result when the sun comes out 
it dries it up.  The plant withers and dies and isn’t able to 
produce a crop.  But it did grow!  You’ll notice that it grew; it 
just never produced a crop. 
 
The third type of soil is the soil that has thorns and weeds in it; 
it’s the soil that hasn’t been prepped by the farmer for planting, 
and yet for some strange reason he throws seed there to even, 
and then it takes root and begins to grow, but eventually it gets 
choked out by the thorns around it. 
 
And then the final soil:  the final soil is what’s considered good 
soil, and the only measure of good soil is that it bears fruit.  In 
three of the four instances, there is growth, the plant grows, 
but it’s in the final one that it bears fruit and that’s what 
determines whether or not it is good soil to begin with, and so 
you have these different contexts with this, but what we find 
out in this is that this sower is just very generous with his seed; 
he throws it about the entire field, regardless of the potential 
for good soil or not because seed grows where it finds good 
soil, and it doesn’t grow where it doesn’t find good soil.  That’s 
pretty straightforward. 
 



We know that the seed is effective; it brings about a change, it 
does what it’s supposed to do when it’s given the context to do 
it, when it’s given the opportunity to do it.  But it’s also a bit 
mysterious.  If you think about just the way plants in general 
work you have this little tiny thing; this seed that when it goes 
into the soil and gets cut off from everything around it and it’s 
laid down, it quite literally dies and becomes new life; it 
becomes a plant that can then bear fruit that can produce other 
seeds as well.  
 
Then finally with the soils you also recognize there’s almost a 
response of the soil; some of the soil is hostile to life conditions 
for the plant, but then other soil is good for it and can receive it 
and in that reception then there becomes an abundance of crop 
that goes through this. 
 
So, your friend at the mall just walked up and interrupted your 
conversation and told you this weird story about a farmer that 
has nothing to do with what you all have been talking about at 
that point.  So understandably your confused and you begin to 
have a little Q and A session with your friend, and you’re 
wondering, “What’s going on here?  Because we were all just 
having a really nice day and then you just told this story and 
we have no idea what you’re talking about! What does this 
mean?  What is this all about?” 
 
(He laughs)  After he says this, Jesus says, “He who has ears  to 
hear let him hear.”  And His disciples asked Him what this 
parable meant.  Because what Jesus is sowing right now is 
confusion and lots of it.   
 
Now all throughout this passage, I don’t know if you noticed 
when Walter was reading, the word “hear” or “listen” appears 
multiple times in these 21 verses; that’s kind of the thread that 



weaves all of this together.  Jesus is putting it back on the 
audience to hear.  If you can hear it and understand it, then 
great!  You’re able to hear and understand it.  And then He 
doesn’t seem concerned otherwise.  But He gives a little bit of a 
sigh to his disciples and He begins to explain and unpack it for 
them, and He lays it out, “This is what I’m talking about.”  Jesus 
gets a little philosophical here because He quotes Isaiah and He 
goes on to say that “knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
God had been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so 
that though seeing, they may not see, though hearing they may 
not understand.”  There’s a hiddenness aspect to His ministry 
here.   
 
But when you think about the phrase He uses, “The knowledge 
of the secrets of the kingdom of God have been given to you.” 
When we start talking about knowledge that’s been given to us, 
the word that’s used throughout scripture to talk about that is 
revelation; it’s been revealed to you, it is a gift for you to 
receive and to do with what you will.  All throughout this is an 
element of gift, of generous sharing.  
 
You’ll notice that when we’re talking about “secrets”, we’re 
talking about hidden things; there’s that mysterious aspect of 
this passage, again.  So these hidden things though have been 
revealed.  It’s like you’ve tuned into Scooby Doo, but it’s at the 
very end and they’ve already revealed everything about the 
monster and everything that’s going on, and you get a glimpse 
into it, so you’re not stuck asking, “Who done it, or why or 
how?”  You’re left with the reality of this is what it’s all about. 
 
So, Jesus begins to unpack it to the disciples though, and He 
unpacks the kingdom of God to them.  The first thing you’ll  
notice that He says: “This is the meaning of the parable: the 
seed is the word of God.”  Now the reference for the word of 



God here is actually a reference from Isaiah 55 and it’s where 
God says that “Like the rain, My word goes out from Me and it 
will not fail to produce.”  “Like the rain, My word goes out from 
Me and it will not fail to produce.”  “It will not return to Me 
without yielding a crop.”  And this is the same sort of thing that 
then precedes the verse that becomes a really well known song 
about the trees clapping their hands, it’s this idea that the rain 
goes and brings life into God’s creation and God’s creation 
celebrates this life.  So too “My word goes out from Me, and it 
brings life and this life will celebrate.”  And this is what we call 
worship.  So that’s the reference to Isaiah 55:10-11 in there. 
 
But we also recognize we opened up this sermon with a 
reading from John 1.  Because when it says that the seed is the 
word of God, where does your mind tend to go with that? Two 
thousand years later we automatically insert the Word 
“scripture” in place of Word of God, but the way scripture talks 
about the Word of God is that the Word of God is Jesus.  Jesus is 
the Logas, the Word of God, the blueprint that lays out the new 
creation; the way God has intended creation to be.  This “seed” 
is the Word of God and the sowing of this seed is the 
incarnation.  It’s the sowing of Jesus into the world, and the 
kingdom of God is inseparable from the Son, the kingdom of 
God is a relational kingdom.  It can’t be understood outside of 
relationship to the Son, to the Logas, to the Christ, and 
ultimately where we see this then is, it raises questions for us:  
who is the sower? Because Jesus doesn’t mention this.  He goes 
into the parable a little bit further,  “Those along the paths are 
one to hear (notice the word hear again) and then the Devil 
comes and takes the word away from their hearts so that they 
may not believe and be saved.  Those on the rock are the ones 
who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have 
no root.  They believe for awhile, but in the time of testing they 
fall away.  The seed that fell among the thorns stands for those 



who hear, but as they go on their way, they’re choked by life’s 
worries, riches and pleasures and they do not mature.  But the 
seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the Word, retain it and by persevering produce a 
crop.” 
 
Some of the elements and aspects of this, you’ll notice that this 
seed is spread across all soils, there’s no one who isn’t exposed 
to this seed.  It’s how the soils will respond to it, and this makes 
sense in what Paul says in that Colossians passage we read 
before communion where he says, “This gospel has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven.” 
 
Imagine when Paul makes a claim like that, most of us wouldn’t 
make a claim like that, but scripture makes that claim that this 
gospel is revealed, the seed has been sown into the very 
creation and as  a result it’s being revealed. 
 
So you’ll notice then there’s these four types of soil and the 
difference between the soils is what they do with the seed, how 
they receive the seed.  All of them hear the seed, it’s what do 
they do with it, how do they respond to it, how do they receive 
it and ultimately the effectiveness of what happens for the crop 
is not because the soil did anything special, it’s cause the soil 
let the seed do it’s work, the soil got out of the way, the soil 
didn’t have thorns in it or distractions that would take away 
from this gospel of the kingdom.  The soil wasn’t hard-hearted 
in refusing it.  The soil wasn’t refusing it from the beginning so 
that the birds of the air could pick it up and eat it. 
 
Another aspect of the kingdom: (think about this one, here’s a 
nice visual for you before lunch!)  Birds come down and they 
eat the seed, right? And we think that’s the end of the story.  
What happens when birds eat seed?  Birds spread seed, over 



your car!  Yes!  This kingdom will not be thwarted by anything 
or anyone; this kingdom will come about, this kingdom will be 
sown into the world.  How will the people of the world respond 
to the seed is ultimately the question that gets raised and it’s 
all about hearing.  What do you do with what you hear? 
 
So ultimately in the background of this parable is a 
fundamental truth from another old, old hymn: This is My 
Father’s World. 
 
Last week, we had mentioned just a little “Make it Shine” 
assignment for some of you and if you could, let’s bring up the 
first picture there.  Now you’ll notice that some of us from St. 
Pete’s went out into the community and began to do some 
work where they’re at and I know some of you did this and 
didn’t send pictures – that’s okay!  But here are some of the 
pictures of ways when we recognize that this is my Father’s 
world that the seed is being sown by the Father who’s the real 
sower in this; we can respond to that and in that response then 
we can become servants the way Christ was a servant, and so 
we begin to work for the peace and prosperity of the place the 
Lord has called us to, and in this work we recognize that 
somehow, some way we are joining with God through the Holy 
Spirit as part of His kingdom work and His work to reconcile 
all things in Christ – it opens up doors for us. It’s an element of 
creation care, it’s an element of being a witness within the 
neighborhood where God has called us and led us to. 
 
Let’s see the next picture:  This is a home that had been 
foreclosed on, and you’ll notice that the trees had gotten a little 
bit overgrown there; this is the before, let’s see the after 
picture: what’s really remarkable about this picture is not only 
did the person trim the trees, they were also able to remove 
the giant thumb (a thumb was seen on the side of the picture) 



that was in the front yard of the first picture! (Laughter)  That’s 
hard work!  (Laughter)  But you’ll notice how much cleaner it 
looks in the neighborhood because this person took some time 
to invest in their neighborhood.  They responded with good 
works.  They have responded to the grace God has given them; 
they’re not earning God’s grace, but they’re responding to 
God’s grace with good works; an opportunity for this happens 
every day of our lives, every moment of our lives.  So 
ultimately, we recognize that the seed of Christ’s kingdom has 
been sown in Christ’s creation. 
 
This is why we have a picture of Van Gogh’s “The Sower” up.  
Van Gogh was an artist who didn’t dream of being an artist to 
begin with.    He wanted to be a pastor, and the church said, 
“No”, and so he was despondent and despairing and he became 
an artist and he became one of the most influential and 
greatest artists of his time. 
 
In the elements of his paintings, it’s amazing, he does all of 
these landscapes and he falls in love with the color yellow.  
Now there’s a lot of theories as to why yellow, but one of the 
things for him is that yellow reflected the divine love for him 
because yellow was something that was found in light, Jesus is 
the Light of the World, and so with this it becomes the divine 
love for him. 
 
So, you’ll notice in his view of the sower, you can see the sower 
is not on the path and yet that’s some of the soil that gets the 
seed, you can see the birds that swoop down there, you can see 
that he’s almost a bit haphazard with where he throws the 
seed, because he wants the seed to spread anywhere and 
everywhere throughout the whole thing.   
 



What do you notice about the horizon of this picture? It’s just 
washed out with yellow and the light and glory of the sun, isn’t 
it?  This was the hidden thing that Van Gogh could see and he 
tried to reveal to his audience is that God loves His creation, He 
is over His creation, He is revealing Himself in His creation and 
He is bathing creation in His light in the hopes that His creation 
will respond to that light, that they would receive that light, 
that that light would become the life of men like John writes of 
in John chapter 1.  
 
You see when we look at it this way:  That the Father is the 
Sower, that Christ is the seed and we are the soil, we begin to 
realize something that when we go out into the world, it’s not 
so much that we are bringing Christ with us into the world, but 
instead we are coming into the world where Christ already is, 
and it’s our job to be sort of a tour guide to help people see 
where Christ is at work around them.  To see those 
opportunities for forgiveness, for reconciliation, for new life, 
for hope, for joy, for celebration, for prayer, for faith even in 
the midst of doubts, anxieties, fears; for love to drive out fear.  
We don’t bring Christ anywhere, because Christ is already 
there, wherever “there” is, and that’s good news!  We just 
partner with Christ in this work.  You see, when Christ 
continues on and He’s telling this after persevering it produces 
a crop; no one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under 
a bed. Christ himself is the lamp put on a stand, and He 
references this also in John’s gospel, “If I be raised up, I will 
draw all men to myself” of course a reference to His crucifixion.  
When the light of the world is lifted up, people are attracted to 
the light. 
 
We’ve often talked about how there’s this dilemma facing the 
church in the United States, especially of how there are many 
folks who their view of the church is very negative based on 



the experiences they have had with Christians, and yet what’s 
really interesting is when you talk to those very same people 
about the church, and then you switch gears and you talk to 
them about Jesus, they really like Jesus, and so my suggestion 
would be for us, “it’s less about us, it’s more about Jesus”, and if 
we fade into the background and push Christ into the 
foreground, and all of our life and our words and our actions, 
it’s good news that thirsty people drink up, because people 
want hope – they want loved, they want joy.  They want those 
things so badly they spend billions of dollars buying 
temporarily, poorly crafted goods to get those things for a 
temporary moment.  And yet we have a good news that lasts all 
of eternity that’s a joy that can be complete even in the midst of 
dark places.  This is what Jesus is talking about when He says, 
“What is hidden is meant to be disclosed.”  
 
Consider how you listen; your response determines what you 
receive.  If you receive this word of Christ and you’re able to lift 
up this lamp of Christ, when you receive your given more; if 
you don’t receive it’s taken away, because Christ is inviting us 
into this.  He’s not going to coerce us into this.  He is welcoming 
us into this.  So consider how you listen.  “When you respond 
and receive, you’re given more”; this is what He is saying here.  
“Nothing hidden that will not be disclosed and nothing 
concealed that will not be known or brought into the open.”   
Maybe you have this joy in your life; it’s meant to be shared.  
It’s meant to be celebrated with those around you and at tables 
and just in the thick of life.   
 
“Therefore consider carefully how you listen.  Whoever has 
will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he 
thinks he has will be taken from him.”  Receive this good news 
of the kingdom, live into this good news. 
 



Then you’ll notice that He switches gears again because He 
kind of gets interrupted; there’s a little bit of a family values 
moment and question for Him in light of this kingdom. 
 
“Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see Him but they 
were not able to get near Him because of the crowd.  Someone 
told Him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside 
wanting to see you.”  And He replied, “My mother and brothers 
are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice. “ 
 
It probably didn’t go over well with Mary in the moment, but 
the truth of this, Jesus is the only teacher who has been able to 
proclaim that, because you’ll notice from the beginning of the 
story, who does He have as His traveling companion?  Men and 
women, right? He’s inviting all into this.  Up to that point, all of 
the training and all of the focus went on the men in the family.  
He says, “No! Women are at least 50 if not 60 percent of 
humanity, they matter to God too!” and so He brings them 
along in this and the measure He says now is that the family of 
Christ is not by blood ties, it’s by how you hear and how you 
respond to it.  What do you do with it?  Do you hear and 
practice it?  That’s what it means to be part of the family of 
Christ! 
 
Do you hear this good news?  Do you hear what He is teaching 
about the kingdom of God? And do you live into that reality? 
 
Back to our analogy of the field:  What’s at stake if we don’t 
hear, if we refuse it?  When you look at this passage, it’s 
interesting.  All the soils receive the seed, and in receiving the 
seed, they have a choice: will they respond with hostility or will 
they respond with reception; will they take it in; will they allow 
it to bear fruit in their lives.  Three of the four grow.  There’s a 
plant in three of the four analogies, but only one bears fruit.  



What is the purpose of sowing seed in your field?  It’s to bear a 
crop isn’t it?  That’s the goal, that’s the purpose of this. What 
happens when we refuse, when we hear and then reject?  The 
failure to bear fruit isn’t punishment on us from the seed; it’s a 
refusal on our part from the soil to refuse what the seed wants 
to do, the seed’s intention for us. 
 
It’s not so much that we get ourselves in trouble with the 
sower or with the seed; it’s we never become ourselves to 
begin with, because the sower has an intention for our lives, 
that we would bear fruit, that we would join Him in this 
kingdom work, that we would become the men and women 
that He has called and created and redeemed us to be.  And 
when we harden our hearts or we let this seed get choked out 
by concerns about wealth and pleasures of life, material 
concerns, when we let it get choked out, we are taking a step 
back from the healing that He has for us.  You see, that’s part of 
this salvation peace is healing right here and right now.  The 
deep places of our soul and our heart, the places that are 
messed up because of our decisions or the decisions of others. 
 
When you think back over your life, there are wounds there.  
Some of them you’re aware of; some of them are deep enough 
you’re still not aware of them, but there still there and they 
affect you, they come out.  It’s like if you take a beach ball and 
try and press it under the water, what happens to it?  Either 
the water displaces or the ball pops up and hits you in the face, 
right?  When we take those wounds and we try and ignore 
them, we press them down, it’s the same thing; it comes out in 
other ways against other people or it blows up in our face.   
 
Christ wants to bring healing to those places in your heart.  
Christ wants to bind up those wounds because He knows those 
wounds will give you power to speak truth to others with 



similar wounds, and maybe it’s something from childhood, 
maybe it’s something from friends at the lunch table, maybe it’s 
a wound with your parents. Maybe it’s a wound with parents 
you’ve never known; these wounds are not the end of the 
story.  It’s in those very hard, difficult soils that the sower 
generously lays out his seed. That he sows Christ into those 
places that we might experience healing in the deep places of 
our hearts.  As we are healed, we begin to grow, and as we 
grow, others take note, be bear witness, we become a light. 
People begin to see the way that we live and they see the fruit 
of this life, they see peace and they see live and they see joy 
and they see patience and they see kindness and they’re able to 
taste and see that the Lord is good because  “if He can redeem 
this person, maybe there’s hope for me too” and it’s in that 
then that fruit is born!   
 
This fruit comes out in a myriad of ways, sometimes it’s as 
simple as material service projects; other times it’s 
reconciliation between foes, other times it’s healing of family 
systems.   
 
One aspect of the Christian life is negating sin, “I don’t do these 
things” but there’s a whole other realm that God has for us of 
positive things we do because of Christ.  We do love.  We do 
reconciliation.  We do forgiveness.  When we do love, we do 
love for enemies and friends.  We do service.  We do 
hospitality. We do hope, we do joy, we do patience, we do 
kindness, we do goodness; we do self-control.  We live such 
good lives in the midst of an unbelieving world, that the 
unbelieving world looks at it and thanks God that we’re in it 
even though they don’t believe in that god, because we’re good 
neighbors, and we bring value to the neighborhood because we 
recognize that Christ values that neighborhood and He is 
spreading seed all throughout it, and so when we’re walking 



down the street and we see plants coming up through the 
sidewalk, it’s a reminder to us that life grows even in the 
hardest places because the gospel grows even in the hardest of 
places. 
 
These are the things that we remember.  These are the things 
that bring us hope and joy because the gospel is a 
transformation that is done in us that others witness.  So we’re 
always left daily with the question, “How good is your hearing, 
and what are you doing with what you hear? 
 


