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SERMON:  The Threshold 
 
SCRPTURE: PSALM 51:1-19 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love 
according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
always before me.  Against you, and you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight. So that you are proved right 
when you speak and justified when you judge.  Surely I was 
sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  
Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me 
wisdom in the inmost place.   
 
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will 
be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 
bones you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins 
and blot out all my iniquity.  Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from 
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to 
sustain me. 
 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
turn back to you.  Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who 
saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  O 
Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 
take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 



 
In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of 
Jerusalem.  Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt 
offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
 
SERMON: 
 
As many of you know recently I have had the blessing and 
privilege to travel to Alaska to do some teaching and when I 
travel like that, it reminds me of some of the basic realities of 
my body.  To give you a sense of the journey, I flew out of 
O’Hare, so you know it’s about a 3-1/2 hour drive up there, 
depending on traffic, so then you get into the airport, you go 
through security, you’re there, you’re waiting and then you get 
on the plane and you go, and if you’ve ever traveled to Alaska, 
you know what I’m talking about when I say it is one of the 
longest flights you’ll make in the United States. 
 
My total travel time with the drive to O’Hare was around 18 
hours, if that gives you a sense; that’s nearly a full day! 
 
When I arrived, I landed at around 7:50 in the morning, 
Monday morning, and got through everything and was 
supposed to start teaching at 9 o’clock a.m. (laughter) So, I got 
all my stuff, I got to the house and 20 minutes later I was 
teaching and made it through the first session and they were 
gracious and we had a really good opening session for that and 
then went home or back to where I was staying, was home for 
the week, and was given the option, you know, “Do you want to 
take a nap for the afternoon?”  And I said, “No” because if I do, I 
will be on a really bad sleep schedule the rest of the time here, 
so I stayed up all the way through.  I finally could not stay 
awake any longer, about 8:30 that night and I went to sleep. 
 



In the morning, I got up and got ready to go teach, taught again, 
9 to 12, 3 hours, but when you’re in Alaska and you’re that far 
north, the sun comes up a little bit later in the day.  So the sun 
would rise at 11:30 in the morning, and then I would go 
through and have the rest of the afternoon to myself and then 
the sun would set around 4:30-5:00; a very different rhythm 
than what I am used to here in Indiana, and what I began to 
notice was that my body began to acclimate to that though; I’ve 
gotten used to the sun coming up at 11:30 and I got used to the 
sun going down at 5 o’clock and being in for the evening at that 
point and doing some reading and some prep and then going to 
bed! 
 
So now I come back, and I journey back about 20 hours again 
to come home and then that Saturday, I’m home; it’s about 1:30 
when I landed at O’Hare, a good friend Adrian picks me up at 
the airport, I stay awake for the car ride which is quite an 
accomplishment, get home, hang out with Jenna and some 
friends that night, supporting a local charity effort, and then go 
to bed, and then somehow woke up in time to come to Sunday 
service with you last week. 
 
If I said anything that was discombobulated and out of it, now 
you know why because our life is about rhythm and our body 
adapts to rhythms and when we push it out of those rhythms, it 
really throws us off, not just physically but mentally, 
emotionally, spiritually and so this last week for me has been a 
lot about recalibrating my life and my body to adjust to jet lag, 
to adjust to long travel, to adjust to the mental strain of 
teaching the Book of Revelation in five days which is one of the 
dumbest things I have ever agreed to do; all of those things 
though remind me of the need for rhythm in my life. 
 



Now 100 years ago, many of us would not have had electricity 
in our homes, so what time do you think we would have gone 
to bed?  When the sun set, right?  What time would we have 
gotten up?  Sunrise!  Natural rhythm, you go with the rhythm 
of nature right there, right?  There’s a rhythm to that. 
 
Thankfully, we have electricity and the double-edged sword of 
that is that it allows us to remain productive past sunset, right 
or even before the sun rises, and there’s a blessing and a curse 
that comes with that, right because we know that way too often 
you might stay up until 11:30 or midnight, 1 o’clock watching 
the game and then we go to bed and then we get up the next 
morning and go to work and we expect our bodies to just do 
this and we punish ourselves that way, but there’s a rhythm to 
life. 
 
In the church, there’s a rhythm to the year as well for the 
calendar year; we just recently finished the season of Advent.  
Advent comes in the darkest hours of the year; specifically the 
church chose that historically so that we can celebrate the 
coming of the true light of the world, Christ, at the darkest 
hours and so we have Christmas, we have the Epiphany, we 
have the revelation of Christ; we remember these things; they 
become a rhythm for us.  
 
Now we are entering into the Lenten season; this begins with 
Ash Wednesday, this Wednesday and again, I would encourage 
you to participate in the Ash Wednesday service that 509 
community is hosting; it’s at 509 East State Street, near the 
Boys and Girls Club and there will be a light dinner beforehand 
at 6 if you wish to join for that, and if don’t, that’s okay, come to 
the service anyway at 7 o’clock because the reason is, these 
church calendar moments reset a rhythm for us. 
 



Lent is a time for us of returning; it is a time for us of 
remembering, it is a time for us of restoration. 
 
What happens then is in the church calendar they have what’s 
called the Lectionary, and you follow readings that are 
assigned that in three years you actually read through all of the 
Bible if you follow the Lectionary, so, we’ve provided for you a 
Lenten devotional for each household; we have 50 of these and 
we invite you to receive one; there are some on the back table 
there, there are some near the office and if we run out come 
see Megan Engle or myself and we will get you a copy. 
 
We intend you to use these as devotionals over these next six 
weeks.  Lent is a period of six weeks; it’s the six Sundays that 
lead up to Easter and it’s a time of preparing our hearts and 
getting in rhythm as we look forward to spring and the 
resurrection that comes with Easter. As I mentioned, it’s a time 
of remembering 
 
When we come together we remember our own mortality for 
one, and we remember our identity in Christ; this is why we 
gather together on Sunday so that we might be reminded of 
what Christ has done for us and in rhythm we can then go out 
from here and carry on with our life in light of the truth of 
Christ’s work.  It is a time of returning to Christ.  It is a time of 
making sure that we are getting in line with sacred rhythms.  
Super Bowl Sunday is not part of the liturgical calendar and so 
you’ll notice that the culture around us we get on schedule 
with that and what the church calendar does is call us back to 
that to remind us that yes, there is a cultural calendar that we 
follow and we celebrate and I hope you all have fun watching 
the game tonight, but there’s a more important calendar that 
speaks to our spiritual life and how we are going to be in the 



world for the sake of God and how we’ll be in God for the sake 
of the world. 
 
Lent is a time of restoration it is a time of restoring new eyes 
and reminders for us of what it means to live a life in Christ, 
new behaviors in the midst of a world that needs to see this.  
And this kicks off with Ash Wednesday.   
 
Ash Wednesday is really the threshold of Lent; it’s where you 
cross over from normal time into the time of Lent.  One of the 
things that occurs with that, why it’s called Ash Wednesday is 
the imposition of the ashes, so if you come and you come 
forward and during the liturgy that night, you’ll receive ashes 
that have been mixed with a little bit of oil, so that it sticks, and 
whoever is leading the service with make the sign of the cross 
on your head and as they do this then, they will also share 
words with you to the effect of, Almighty God you have created 
us out of the dust of the earth, grant that these ashes may be a 
sign to us of our mortality and penitence that we may 
remember that it is only by your precious gift that we are given 
everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Savior.  And they’ll 
impose the ashes with these words:  “Remember that you are 
dust and to dust you shall return.”  Words that we often don’t 
remind ourselves of our own mortality but important words 
because they help us appreciate the life we have been given 
together and so as we receive those ashes, they are a sign of 
our mortality, and they are also a sign of our mourning and 
yearning for the kingdom of God as we just prayed this 
morning that the will of God would be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  We recognize that the kingdom is established in 
Christ’s work, but it’s an already not yet kingdom; it’s already 
been established but it’s not yet fully realized and that’s what 
we yearn for and look forward to and Lent opens us up to that 
as well. 



 
This morning, we look at the 51st Psalm, which is a traditional 
reading during the season of Lent and as we kick off our Lenten 
season, we want to understand what it is that the scriptures 
speak to us, how they remind us of our own thoughts and our 
own meditations in our heart and how they lead us into a 
deeper life and a deeper wisdom. 
 
So if you’re not there already, I invite you to turn with me to 
Psalm 51, and you’ll see that it opens with the phrase:  
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin. 
 
It’s a sincere prayer of David and, as Sally mentioned, it 
actually it wasn’t just David was sitting down one day and 
decided to write Psalm 51, it was intimately attached to what 
was going on in his life at that time and for that, we need to 
look at 2 Samuel.  So if you want to turn to 2 Samuel.   
 
2 Samuel, 11 and 12 tells us of a tragic story of David and 
Bathsheba and Uriah and Hittite, and what goes on between 
the three of them.  You’ll notice that it begins, in verse 1: 
 
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent 
Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army.  
They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah.  But 
David remained in Jerusalem. 
 
Now all throughout the scriptures, David is referred to as a 
“man after God’s own heart.”  He is held up as an example to 
follow; he is held up as the prototype of the Messiah Himself, in 



fact, that’s why Jesus is often referred to as the Son of David.  
David is as good as it gets when it comes to Israel’s kings under 
the old covenant.  He is the prototype of the Messiah, he was 
held up as the emblem; he was their favorite, if you will, much 
in the same way modern politics will look back on Ronald 
Regan or they will look back on Abraham Lincoln or John F. 
Kennedy, the favorite son of leadership; David was that!   And 
what’s amazing and humbling is the scriptures don’t shy away 
from David’s very, very fallen sinful humanity, just like you and 
I he is both simultaneously saint and sinner.  He is a man after 
God’s own heart and one of the reasons why he is known as a 
man after God’s own heart is his desire to know God in the 
deep places of his life, but when we look at David’s life, we 
notice very quickly that some of those deep places in his life 
are pretty dark. 
 
So as we read that opening verse, it mentions that it was the 
springtime.  The rhythm of spring is that’s when kings went to 
war and there’s a reason for that!  In the wintertime, food was 
scarcer, the roads were muddier; it was hard to get around so 
in the spring when things warmed up, you get your troops out 
and you go to war!  And you begin your campaign and you 
carry your campaign all the way through to the fall when you 
would need your soldiers to come home to collect the harvest.  
They would collect the harvest and then you would kind of bed 
down for the wintertime and you would go to war again in the 
spring.  There is a rhythm to the life of a king. 
 
And it was expected in the springtime that the king should go 
out with his own army and lead them to battle, and you’ll 
notice what it says at the end of verse 1:   
 
David remained behind in Jerusalem even while his army went 
out. 



 
Notice he’s not following the rhythm, he’s not following out of 
his duties as the king, and he is not following what would 
normally be expected of him.   
 
And it says, that he was there and he was walking out, I believe, 
on the roof of his gardens, he was out just for a stroll enjoying 
palace life; it’s good to be the king, he’s enjoying it, he’s out 
strolling around and he looks down and he sees a woman 
bathing and the woman catches his eye; she catches more than 
his eye because not only does he look one, he looks more than 
twice, so he sends out a messenger to go and find out who is 
this bathing beauty, I want to know more about here, and in 
this day and age it is customary for kings to take multiple 
wives, whether it be for romantic love, whether it be for 
lineage and producing and heir or for contracts and peace 
treaties, so he wants to know what the story is with this gal. 
 
And his messenger goes and finds out and you’ll notice that the 
messenger comes back and says to David:  “Isn’t this 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite?” 
 
Uriah the Hittite also gets mentioned later in the book in 
chapter 23 as one of David’s mighty men, his closest group of 
30-some bodyguards; who are fierce warriors, fiercely loyal to 
David.  That right there should be the end of the story, right?  
He sees, he observes, he desires and then he finds out that 
she’s married to one of his most loyal soldiers, one of his 
greatest fighting warriors, he should draw the line right there 
and be done with it. 
 
But he doesn’t, so he sends the messenger back to her and they 
bring her back to the palace and then she comes to him and he 



slept with her, is what is recorded in verse 4, and she goes back 
home. 
 
Now when you think about the power dynamics in this, realize 
that Bathsheba participates in this sin, she doesn’t have a 
whole lot of choice here.  She lives in a day and age where 
women were often be viewed as property, in a day and age 
when the king said, “Go” you went, so all of this falls ultimately 
at the feet of the king and his responsibility in this.  The power 
dynamics here are disgustingly twisting. 
 
Then comes, what?  He receives word that she’s conceived, and 
she sends word to David saying, “I am pregnant.”  He’s already 
sinned, thinking he could get away with it maybe, and now 
there’s evidence coming; there’s really strong evidence of 
something gone wrong.  So of course, David confesses at this 
point, he realizes his error, he comes clean with things, right?  
He doesn’t!  He moves into a conspiracy to cover this up.   
 
So David sent word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite” and 
Joab sent him to David.  When Uriah came to him, David asked 
him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was 
going.   
 
So he asked for a report from his dear friend, his loyal warrior: 
“Tell me how is the army doing?  How are you dong?” 
 
David says to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your 
feet.”  
 
Go home, take your shoes off, put your feet up, relax a little bit, 
go see that lovely wife of yours; I’m sure she misses you while 
you’ve been at war. 
 



So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after 
him.  But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his 
master’s servants and did not go down to his house. 
 
Now why was it that David wanted Uriah to go home?  Well, his 
hope was that in going home, he might receive a warm 
homecoming and then 9 months later, when a child is born, the 
natural assumption would be that was Uriah’s from his 
homecoming!  He’s trying to cover up what he’s done at this 
point. He isn’t coming clean any way, shape or form and the fly 
in the ointment for David’s plan in this, the thing that really 
thwarts his conspiracy to cover up here, is the nobility of Uriah. 
Uriah goes and he won’t go home!  He sleeps at the gate with 
the king’s servants. 
 
So David, in verse 10, is told, “Uriah did not go home,” he asked 
him, “Haven’t you just come from a distance?  Why didn’t you 
go home?”  Why didn’t you go home to be with your wife? 
 
Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying 
in tents, and my master Joab and my lord’s men are camped in 
the open fields.  How could I go to my house to eat and drink 
and lie with my wife?  As surely as you live, I will not do such a 
thing!” 
 
You want to talk about a loyal foot soldier; not only would he 
not go home, but he did this out of loyalty to his fellow soldiers 
who are out in the field.  He did this out of loyalty and fidelity 
to God whose ark and covenant was out in the field. He did this 
out of loyalty to his king; the very king who had slept with his 
wife and who now was trying to cover up the sin that he 
committed against him. 
 



So David said to him: “Stay here one more day and tomorrow 
I’ll send you back.”  This is his second attempt to get Uriah to 
go home. 
 
At David’s invitation, Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and 
the next.  At David’s invitation he ate and drank with him and 
David made him drunk.  But in the evening, Uriah went out to 
sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go 
home. 
 
Again, his nobility shines through here.  Even though David is 
doing everything he can here pulling out all the stops trying to 
cover up his sin, Uriah remains faithfully away from home out 
of solidarity with all the other troops who are out in the 
battlefield away from home. 
 
So David gives up, right?  He knows what’s going to come out 
with it, so he pulls Uriah to the side and confesses to him what 
has happened and asks for his forgiveness, right?  No! 
 
A third attempt, much more insidious than the first two 
because remember, Uriah is one of his greatest warriors, 
fiercely noble and loyal to him and here’s how David repays 
him: verse 14: 
 
 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it 
with Uriah.  In it he wrote, “Put Uriah in the front line where 
the fighting is fiercest.  Then withdraw from him so he will be 
struck down and die.” 
 
Not only is he going to try and have Uriah killed in battle by 
putting him in the fiercest spot of it, he is going to guarantee it 
by changing the military strategy so that they will lose a battle 
for the sake of making sure that Uriah is killed.  This gets really 



dark doesn’t it?  This doesn’t sound like a man who is after 
God’s own heart, right?  Or if that’s what God’s own heart is 
like, why would we want to pursue that kind of God, right?  But 
David is in the midst of sin and he’s caught up in this. 
 
So verse 16:   
 

So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a 
place where he knew the strongest defenders were.  When the 
men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the 
men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. 
 Joab send David a full account of the battle.  He instructed 
the messenger:  “When you have finished giving the king this 
account of the battle; the king’s anger may flare up, and he may 
ask you, ‘Why did you get so close to the city to fight?  Didn’t 
you know they would shoot arrows from the wall?  Who killed 
Abimelech son of Jerub-Besheth?  Didn’t a woman throw an 
upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in 
Thebez?  Why did you get so close to the wall? ‘  If he asks you 
this, then say to him, ‘Also, your servant Uriah the Hittite is 
dead.’” 
 
Now Joab is a loyal general; he’s a good general.  He’s won 
many battles for David at this point, but he will do this without 
question; he knows it’s going to put a black mark on his 
resume, and so he sends word to David of what has occurred in 
this battle and he also tells the messenger, “If David gets upset 
about the strategy that we used, you just quietly let him know 
Uriah the Hittite is dead, so he knows we changed the strategy 
for his sake; we took this defeat and good men died to cover up 
whatever he wanted to cover up.” 
 
He’s speaking a little bit against the power that’s there to make 
sure that he doesn’t become the patsy, the fall guy in this. 



(Verse 22:) 
 
 The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David 
everything Joab had sent him to say.  The messenger said to 
David, “The men overpowered us and came out against us in 
the open, but we drove them back to the entrance to the city 
gate.  Then the archers shot arrows at your servants from the 
wall, and some of the king’s men died.  Moreover, your servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead.” 
 David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: (He gets the 
message) ‘don’t let this upset you; the sword devours one as 
well as another.  Press the attack against the city and destroy 
it.’ Say this to encourage Joab.” 
 
Don’t feel bad about what you’ve done, this is the way of war, 
the sword devours one and another, similar to Jesus’ words 
that if you live by the sword, you die by the sword.  This is 
what happens in war.  Don’t worry too much that Uriah has 
died.  Don’t worry that the strategy I made you do to carry this 
out. 
 
So he brings Joab into this conspiracy and Joab is going to carry 
this sin with him. 
 
(Verse 26:) 
 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she 
mourned for him.  After the time of mourning was over, David 
had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and 
bore him a son.  But the thing David had done displeased the 
Lord. 
 
 It may be the biggest understatement in the scriptures. The 
thing he had done displeased the Lord.  What had he done at 
this point?  David lusted after another man’s wife, he didn’t 



know it was another man’s wife at first, but when he found out 
it was another man’s wife, he not only found out it was another 
man’s wife, but it was whose wife?  One of his most loyal, 
fiercest warriors!   And what did he do anyway?  He pulls her 
to the palace, they commit adultery, he finds out she’s 
pregnant, there’s a chance he’ll get found out, that he’ll be 
shamed, that the country will be shamed, even God would be 
shamed because he is there as God’s representative, God’s 
chosen king, right?  He’s got all sorts of reasons to cover this 
up; not just for his sake; I mean it would be one thing if it was 
just for his sake, but think of the nation and what they would 
put them through to find out what’s he’s done!  I mean, just the 
devastation that would occur in that! 
 
Think about Bathsheba, I mean, if she’s found out to have 
committed adultery, what’s Uriah going to do if he’s a self-
respecting man; he’s going to put her out, right?  And think of 
the child, right?  No child wants to be born in circumstances 
like that.  Middle schoolers are cruel; we don’t want to put the 
child through this. 
 
So David, of course, thinking of everyone else, decides to take 
action to cover up his sin, and so he begins to act.  First he 
brings Uriah home; he tries to get Uriah to go home to his wife 
to try and cover it up.  Uriah is too noble.  So David gets him 
drunk to see if he can shake off a little bit of that nobility under 
the influence of the wine and so he can send him home.  He 
remains noble and will not go home because of his loyalty to 
his fellow soldiers. 
 
So then David takes it a step further and he gives orders to his 
general to divide the strategy that will result in a defeat and 
most importantly result in the death of Uriah the Hittite.  This 
is a man after God’s own heart.  Because when we live out of 



our false selves, we pursue good things with great intentions 
and we are willing to do horrible things to achieve them.  The 
heart can be wicked and deceitful and twisted by sin; fear can 
drive a lot of those things and that’s what we see happening in 
David’s life.  What he had done displeased the Lord. 
 
But again, thinking of others, after she’s grieving the loss of her 
husband, David takes Bathsheba to be his wife and brings her 
home so he can raise the child, so there won’t be a civil war, 
there won’t be a challenge regarding heirs, so for the sake of 
the nation, really, David does what he does. 
 
We don’t buy that do we?  We know that David’s just covering 
himself in this.  He might have a little bit of other self interest 
at heart too, but mostly it’s about his own self-interest, and it’s 
a very dark story.  It’s very hard to read this about the hero we 
teach our children about in Sunday School, isn’t it?  We don’t 
share this story with the in Sunday School, FYI.  We wait till 
they’re old enough.  It’s a soap opera isn’t it?  I mean there’s so 
much drama, there’s so much blood, there’s so much guts in the 
scriptures.  It’s very human; we see these things all the time, as 
much as things have changed, things have stayed the same, 
haven’t they? 
 
And what happens in chapter 12?  The Lord sent Nathan to 
David; Nathan was a prophet and he comes to David and he 
says to him:  “There were two men in a certain town, one rich 
and the other poor.  The rich man had a pretty large number of 
sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing, except one 
little ewe lamb that he bought.  He raised it and it grew up with 
him and his children.  It shared its food, drank from its cup and 
slept with him.” 
 



 So he told tells them a story. He tells them a story about a poor 
man who has this one little lamb and he loves this lamb so 
much that the lamb shares all of his food, all of his possessions, 
sleeps with him in his own bed; the sort of thing, you know, 
when you have a true dog-lover and the dog shares the bed if 
nothing else, the dog takes over the bed, right?  And if you’re 
not a dog-lover, you can’t appreciate it, it’s just kind of weird, 
but with this man sleeping with his lamb, it’s his treasured 
possession and the story that he tells, continues: 
 
There’s a rich man who needs to have a banquet, he’s got 
guests coming in and he needs to have a banquet, so the rich 
man sends for the poor man’s one lamb, instead of one of his 
many sheep or cattle for the feast, and he takes this one lamb 
and he serves it to dinner for his guests and David is incensed; 
he is enraged that there would be such a man in his kingdom.  
Who would dare take this one man’s one lamb when he had so 
much of his own, so much plenty of his own and he says, “Tell 
me who it is and I will make sure that he is avenged fourfold 
for what he’s done.”  And Nathan looks at him and says, “You 
are the man!”  In modern nomenclature that’s the mic drop, 
“You are the man!”   “You are the one and you spoke in your 
own sentence by your own words. You know what you’ve 
done, I know what you’ve done, and most importantly God 
knows what you’ve done!” 
 
And David, this is what makes David a man after God’s own 
heart, says, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
 
At this point, in the midst of all of this, it comes to him and he 
realizes the depths of what he has done and he acknowledges 
that he has sinned.  He doesn’t evade responsibility any longer. 
 



The rest of the story is filled with things that raise all sorts of 
questions for us in our theology, but what it culminates in is 
the death of the child and David going to console Bathsheba in 
the death of a child, David himself dealing with his own grief, 
knowing he’s responsible, he’s the reason why all of this has 
occurred and he returns to his duties as the king.   
 
The end of chapter 12 ends with Joab sending David a message 
saying, “The battle’s going really well and I’m about to take this 
town, and if I take the town, they are going to name it after me, 
so you need to get out of the palace and you need to come be 
the king, and you need to lead this last charge so they name it 
after you instead of after me.”  Joab the ever-faithful loyal 
general reminding David, “Get back to the rhythms that would 
have kept you out of sin in the first place.  Because if you’ve 
been doing what you knew you were supposed to be doing, you 
never would have been in this situation and Uriah would still 
be alive.” 
 
So when we read Psalm 51: 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love, 
according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin. 
 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and 
justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful 
from the time my mother conceived me.  Surely you desire 
truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost 
place. 
 



Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash me, and I will 
be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 
bones you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins 
and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your 
Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
turn back to you.  Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who 
saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  O 
Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 
take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 
 
In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of 
Jerusalem.  Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt 
offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.   
 
When he says those words, he is not talking about just a little 
sin in his life; he’s not talking about just a little bit of guild and 
about a harsh word that he said to one of his wives at that 
point; he’s talking about the depths of human sin.  He’s talking 
about murder, he’s talking about adultery, he’s talking about 
betrayal, he’s talking about all the sort of heinous things that 
humans have the capacity to do to one another.  It doesn’t get 
much worse, does it?  But a man after God’s own heart can 
acknowledge his sin when it’s brought to his attention by God 



can hear that word and can repent, can return, can be cleansed 
of his sin. 
 
So this morning as we cross the threshold into Lent and we 
prepare ourselves for Ash Wednesday, I want us to sing a 
simple chorus, and as we close our time, we will sing this 
chorus twice; it’s a chorus that is written from the words of 
Psalm 51 and we will spend a few minutes in silence reflecting 
and allowing God to reveal to us, Lord what are the things in 
our life, hopefully not as heinous as anything David was doing, 
but what are the things in our life that keep us from glorifying 
you? 
 


