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SERMON:  Where Is God When We Are Suffering? 
 
SCRIPTURE:  
 
John 3:1-8: 
 
 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, 
a member of the Jewish ruling council.  He came to Jesus at 
night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has 
come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous 
signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can 
see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 
 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus 
asked.  “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb to be born!” 
 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You 
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’  
The wind blows wherever it pleases.  You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.  So it 
is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10: 
 
 As God’s fellow workers, we urge you not to receive God’s 
grace in vain.  For he says,  
 “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 
salvation I helped you.”  I tell you now is the time of God’s 
favor, now is the day of salvation. 



 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our 
ministry will not be discredited.  Rather, as servants of God we 
commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in 
troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments, 
and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, 
understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in 
sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 
through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; 
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as 
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; 
having nothing and yet possessing everything. 
 
SERMON: 
 
Hopefully you will all enjoy this because this message is about 
a question we all have!  Everybody kind of wonders, “If we 
have such a loving God, why is things allowed to happen so 
bad?”  So, we’re going to look into that a little bit and I’m 
hoping that by the time we’re done, you’ll have a couple of 
answers. 
 
Let’s go to our Lord in prayer first: “Heavenly Father I come to 
you right now, I ask that you fill me with your Holy Spirit, you 
fill this sanctuary with your Holy Spirit and touch everybody’s 
hearts so that their eyes and minds might be open to our 
message.  I’m your vessel and I ask that you speak through me, 
in your precious name,   Amen.” 
 
I’m going to be the Doubting Thomas to start out with, so I’m 
going to take a negative view on this in order to support how 
bad sin really is, sort of like the atheist view to a certain extent. 
 



My question would be is: Why is there suffering when God can 
snap His finger and stop it in a heartbeat?  If there was a God 
why does He allow this stuff to happen?  I just don’t 
understand.  If there’s a God, and if there is a God, which I don’t 
think there is because I now being atheist, who cares? 
 
I’ll give you examples:  God creates man and man has to sin and 
within two generations, his two sons kill each other!  Cain kills 
Abel before it even starts, before life even gets going, his sons 
kill each other, if there’s a God.  In fact, man was so 
disappointing to this so-called God that He created a great 
flood and destroyed everybody.  He hung onto one family that 
was supposedly faithful to Him; everyone else He got rid of, He 
destroyed them! 
 
And what kind of God is it a God that plays with human life?  
When you think about it?  He made Job suffer because He had a 
bet with Satan; He let a human being suffer – hard to believe, 
isn’t it?  He makes innocent children suffer – they’re hungry, 
they go on and on and they starve.  God allows this to happen?  
And from that starvation, we have diseases, they get sick, we 
have famine, but yet God can say, “Stop!  I’ll end it right now!”  
But does He? No! He doesn’t.  He allows man to kill man.  He 
allows brother to attack brother as the picture shows in the 
Civil War.  Where was God then?  He must not care if there was 
a God, right?   
 
World War I - you see this God who supposedly had this Jesus 
that died on a cross for us, right?  But look at the picture in the 
front, He allowed that to happen!  
 
In World War II – you see that little girl there?  That’s not a doll 
baby, that’s her brother or her sister all by themselves in this 



beautiful wonderful world that we have, that this so-called God 
created.  And yet He says He loves us! 
 
The Vietnam War – what a terrible, terrible war that was!  Man 
created a Napong bomb that when it goes off, it throws a fiery 
gel on everything it hits, including children, and burned up 
kids, this loving God. 
 
Let’s bring it closer to home!  What about the twin towers 
attack?  God could have made that plane go off course; it didn’t 
have to hit the tower.  Yet a second one came and He could 
have gotten rid of that!  It didn’t have to touch the towers, 
right?  But it did and people burned up! 
 
Now imagine yourself sitting there, working, minding your 
own business and somebody hollers out, and says, “Wow!  
Look at that airplane, it looks like it’s coming at us!”  And then 
the next thing you know there’s a fiery ball that comes at you 
and burns you and your coworkers.  In fact it was so miserable 
that people jumped out of the twin towers.  Took their own 
lives so they wouldn’t burn!  This is a loving God, right?  That 
allows this to happen? 
 
Let’s get a little closer to home – what about accidents, 
accidents in your family?  You’re driving along, didn’t do 
anything wrong.  Yesterday, a young man with his 12-year-old 
daughter sitting next to him got killed and she watched her 
father die.  God could have stopped that, couldn’t He?  Why 
would He allow that to happen?  And she got to see it!  It’s 
heartbreak after heartbreak after heartbreak! 
 
What about cancer?  What about heart disease?  What about 
little kids that die everyday just wanting to live a little bit of 
life?  What does God do about that?   



 
Cancer and heart disease every year takes peoples lives, maims 
people. 
 
Let’s make it even a little bit closer to home – what about child 
abuse?  Spouse abuse?  Abuse in general?  A loving God could 
stand there and watch that go on?  It makes you think, doesn’t 
it, but I bet each and every one of you at one time thought 
about that.  “Why God, why me?  What did I do wrong?  I’m a 
Christian, why should I suffer?” 
 
Well when you pray to God, why isn’t God answering your 
prayers, or is He?  Let’s see: 
 
I want to go back and talk about God and the power God has 
because we can’t even fathom the amount of power that Christ 
has, which is a form of God as His son.  When God first started, 
and a lot of people think, “Yeah, well it was evolution, it was 
this and it was that.”  But had to start somewhere.  Now for me 
and my family, we believe that God started everything – He 
was the beginning! 
 
So let’s look at how powerful God is:  You heard of the Book of 
Genesis, right, in the beginning, that God created the heavens 
and the earth, etc., etc.  Well Genesis 1:1 says, “God created the 
heavens and the earth.  The earth was formless and empty.  
Everything was dark.  The spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.  That spirit is the Holy Spirit, God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit.   
 
It’s the Holy Spirit we need to enter into heaven, and when God 
did that He said His work was perfect.   
 



In Genesis 1:3, God created light.  In Genesis 1:6 God created 
sky.  In Genesis 1:9 God created land and seas.  That was 
perfect.  A job well done!  Everything He did was perfect!  
Genesis 1:11 He said He created vegetation, created evening 
and the morning.  Genesis 1:14 God created the sun and the 
moon.  Is it a fantasy?  It’s hard to believe God could do that, 
but at that time God was not in a human form.  In Genesis 1:26 
God created man in His image, and man had the power to rule 
over everything, and God saw what He had done and said it 
was good.  It was perfect.  His Holy Spirit blessed it. 
 
In Genesis 2:22 God created woman because man was lonely, 
and so God answered and He gave him a woman as his mate.  
But by Genesis 3:6 Adam and Eve sinned, they disobeyed God.  
They had the knowledge of good and evil.  They had power all 
right; power they couldn’t handle and they had a temptation 
they couldn’t resist. 
 
Why is it important that we understand the beginning?  
Because everything God did was perfect, absolutely perfect.  
God created each and every one of us to be perfect, because 
man was created in God’s image, but Adam and Eve wanted 
more.  They wanted power and they had the greed for that 
power.  So sin began almost from the beginning of man, and 
when man fell everything fell and at that point, we lost our 
relationship with God, and the world became full of sin, and as 
I said earlier the second generation by that time we had our 
first death due to a killing.   
 
So what does this mean created in God’s image?  Well we know 
it means good from evil, which is a huge responsibility.  Maybe 
you don’t realize it but as far as I know, we are the only species 
that knows the difference between good and evil.  Animals act 



on instinct.  If they get hungry, if they have to kill something, 
they kill something to eat, but man kills for all kinds of reasons. 
 
We sin because we live in a sinful world.  Is it fair?  No!  It’s not 
fair, but I have to trust the Lord when I see Him and find out 
why.   
 
The most important thing you need to know out of this service 
right now is that God absolutely positively wants us to have 
free will.  He does not want to control us.  He’s never wanted to 
control us.  We’re not made as puppets, we’re made in His 
image and now we have to decide right from wrong.  Since 
Adam and Eve chose their paths to sin, sin affects them, their 
families, generations after generations after generations. 
 
I can’t stress enough about God wanting us to have free will 
because that you have to understand, and when we’re born 
we’re reborn in a sinful world.  I look at a little baby and I think 
to myself, how in the world can that little precious thing be 
called a sinner?  It’s so sweet!  But I don’t think there is 
anybody here who could stand up and say they haven’t sinned, 
because that’s what happens when you’re in a sinful world.  
And what happens in a sinful world is it’s greed takes over and 
it’s lack of concern that we have for mankind that takes over.   
 
Remember Luke 10:27 that said, “Love your God with all your 
heart, your mind and your soul, and love one another” is the 
second most important, love man.   
 
Man’s destroyed almost everything he’s created and then he 
tries to go back and repair it and most of the time he doesn’t do 
it successful.  For example, water pollution, dead fish lying in 
ponds.  You think the quality of water now is the same as it was 
200 years ago?  And humans have no choice but to drink from 



that water.  Now we’re lucky because we corrected some of the 
mistakes and we have purified water.  But what this purified 
water, not everybody gets it, so it creates diseases.  Everybody 
get diseases. 
 
Air pollution – another thing that man created.  The Bhopal 
tragedy in India killed thousands and thousands of people 
because of four people who were greedy and worked for an 
industry.  Now they got punished all right, all four of them got 2 
years in jail and a $2000 fine.  They killed a few thousand 
people and that was their punishment.  That was a few years 
ago, but right now we have the same pollution. 
 
If you notice in the news we see Chinese people who wear 
masks because they can’t breathe.  You go out to LA, I don’t 
know if many of you folks have been out there, but you go out 
there and on a real calm day with no wind blowing, you can 
just see the stuff, all the residue and that, all the pollution 
laying right over the city.   
 
The global warming - we’re ruining our own ozone and of 
course with that, more diseases. 
 
I’m not going to get into much detail about wars because we 
already saw the images of wars, but you wonder why man 
wants to kill man, you can’t just sit down and talk.  Somebody 
makes a stand on something, they get death threats.  It’s like, 
“Wow!  This is a sinful world, is there any hope at all?  
Anything we can do?” 
 
So where is God when all this is going on?  Does it mean that 
we can’t pray to God for help?  Does God even care?  If we pray 
will our prayers be answered?  Well let’s look into it: 
 



First of all, who says God needs to do anything about it?  I’ve 
never read where it says God is required to help us. I’ve looked, 
but I haven’t read anything that says that. I haven’t read 
anything that says God is supposed to do something about our 
suffering.  I haven’t read where it says that we deserve help, 
but I have read a few things.  I have read that God’s love is 
forever! 
 
For example: Psalms 136:26 that says, “Give thanks to the God 
of heaven.  His love endures forever!”   
 
Psalms 138:7-8 says, “Though I walk through the midst of 
trouble, you preserve my life.  You stretch out your hand 
against the angers of my foes.  With your right hand you save 
me.  The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me.  Your love for me, 
O Lord endures forever.  Do not abandon the works of your 
hands.”  That tells me, I think God knows what’s going on. 
 
I also know that there’s salvation for us so we have a direction 
to go, because I read that God welcomes us who believe in His 
son!  You’ve heard of John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him shall 
not perish but have eternal life!” 
 
Then in I John 4:8-10:  “Whoever does not love, does not know 
God because God is love.”  This is how God showed His love 
amongst us:  He sent His one and only son into the world that 
we might live through Him.  This is love, not that we loved God 
but that He loved us and sent His son into the world that we 
might live through Him. 
 
Now let me point out something:  we do not die. Let me say 
that again, we do not die.  We leave these human bodies, but 
we still live on forever and ever.  Many, many verses in the 



Bible talk about us living forever, when we lose these human 
bodies.   
 
I Corinthians 50:51 says: “I declare you brothers that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable.  Listen, I tell you a mystery: we will 
not all be asleep but will all be changed.” 
 
Our rewards in heaven are much, much greater than any 
suffering we have here on earth.  Let me repeat that again: Our 
rewards in heaven are much, much greater than any suffering 
that anybody’s done here on earth besides Jesus Christ. 
 
So how do we trust God who can help us through all this 
trouble and all these problems?   Well, we know we have God 
the Father, we know we have God the Son and we know we 
have God the Holy Spirit.  God created everything!  Nothing 
exists that God did not create.  God created us, but heaven is 
perfect and because we’re full of sin we cannot enter into 
heaven, so He sent His Son, Jesus Christ who has suffered more 
than anybody has suffered and died for our sins, so that we can 
enter heaven.  He removed every sinful thing about us in our 
past, so we could walk into heaven and live forever, no pain, no 
suffering and no sadness.  That’s why God created Jesus.  If you 
believe in God and Jesus then you will enter heaven.   
 
John 14:6 says: “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.”  So what is that telling 
us?  That’s telling us that we need to get closer to Jesus and we 
need to accept Him as our savior.   
 
God created the Holy Spirit so we could get closer to Him.  
When we accept Jesus Christ, the spirit of God, the Holy Spirit 



and this is the spirit that was with God when everything was 
created from the beginning, the heavens and the earth, 
everything from the beginning. 
 
When you accept Jesus amazing things happen in your life.  
God takes residence in your body, and all of a sudden you look 
at things totally different; nothing is the same.  Now it doesn’t 
mean that we’re not going to suffer, sure we’re going to still 
suffer because we live in a sinful world!  Man is still going to 
abuse man, there’s going to be natural crisis take place, but I 
don’t believe God creates this, I believe man creates this 
suffering.  I think God tries to help us through it, in His own 
way, in His own time, even though sometimes we don’t 
understand that and we’re a little impatient, especially when 
we’re suffering, but God has a plan for each and every one of 
us. 
 
In Romans 8:18, it states, “I consider that our present suffering 
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed to 
us.”  That’s hard to believe because sometimes suffering really 
drags on, but that’s where trust comes in and understanding 
the Word of God. 
 
In Romans 8:26, it says, “ In the same way, the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
in accordance with God’s will.” 
 
You see, we’re able to go through tragedies knowing God is 
there and knowing that God knows our prayers and God knows 
our pain, and He’s going to help us get through it, and 
sometimes we get stuck in our own little world so we don’t 



even realize that God’s looking at us, but God knows you, each 
and every one; He knows you because in Matthew 10:30 it 
says, “Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”  So 
God knows you; He knows what you’re going through.  He 
knows when you’re suffering; He knows your tragedies.   
 
Well why do we question God?  We doubt His existence?  We 
don’t have enough faith?  Maybe we just don’t trust Him.  Of 
course, you know, we’re very smart people, aren’t we?  Aren’t 
we the species who rolled the slab? Aren’t we the species who 
said that we put butter on a burn?  You find out later on how it 
held the heat in, you need to put ice on it to remove the heat; 
it’s amazing what we think.  We think that dogs sweat through 
their tongues but then we find out, no, they really don’t!  They 
sweat through their feet, their paws.  And bats aren’t blind. 
Houseflies don’t just live 24 hours; their larva does, but 
houseflies live 20-30 days, I didn’t know that!  I thought I was 
pretty smart. 
 
Did you know the human senses are more than 5; there are 
about 13 of them?  Hair and fingernails do not grow when you 
die, the skin recedes, but the hair and the fingernails are still 
there!  I always heard that it grew. 
 
You can’t catch warts from toads; sitting close to the TV does 
not damage your eyes, it strains them, but I was always told 
that it damaged your eyes.  And an auto battery stored on a 
concrete floor does not lose a charge any quicker than sitting 
on any other object; I was always told that!  I could go on and 
on about all the stuff that we thought one way and ended up 
being something totally different, but we’re smart right? 
 
If we question the Creator of the universe, which we don’t even 
know how to measure, but we question it.  The biggest 



measurement we have is light years; how fast a beam of light 
travels in a year, which is unbelievable, and we’re now trying 
to realize that this huge universe is larger than all the grains in 
the oceans in the world, and we haven’t even scratched the 
surface, but we question the Creator that did do all this.  We 
question the Creator of man, yet we can’t even cure the 
common cold, but we question Him.  We question the Creator 
of everything that exists, and yet we are constantly finding new 
species and we question the God who loves us more than we 
can measure, we don’t even know how to measure His love, yet 
He still loves us and sent His son to die on the cross for our 
sins.  He still loves us even though we sin and He knows we’re 
going to sin, but He sent Jesus Christ in order to intercede for 
us so we could go to heaven, and all that God asks from us is 
that we believe in His Son, and that we follow the teachings, 
and He even gives us a book of instructions to follow.  I’m sure 
everybody seen this. 
 
He knows that we’ll continue to sin, but He’d be there right 
with us and help us through it, and if you think that tragedy 
happens because He’s punishing you, I don’t buy that for a 
minute, I think tragedies happen because they just happen 
even if it’s not man-caused, if it’s environmentally caused.  
Punishment will come the day when you don’t accept Christ 
when He comes back to the earth, but I never believed that my 
loving God would cause any harm to me at all. 
 
So what do we need in order to get through all this touch time, 
all this stuff that’s going on that we just have so much problem 
trying to handle to deal with.   
 
How do you receive the Holy Spirit? We talked a lot about God 
the Father and Jesus, but not a whole lot about the Holy Spirit.  
First of all, you have to ask God to come into your life and you 



have to live for Him.  What does that take?  It takes faith and 
trust and trust is really hard to come by because most of the 
time we have trouble trusting anybody, but now we’re talking 
about God who sent His Son and it’s documented, they know 
that His Son was here on earth, they know that He died on the 
cross and they know that He left and went back to heaven to 
prepare a place for us for all those who believe. 
 
Pastor Richard talked about knock and the door will open two 
weeks ago, if you recall.  Knock and the door will open.  I didn’t 
hear him mention much about the knocking, so I want to talk a 
little bit about the knocking. 
 
Matthew 7:7-8:  “Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you 
will find, knock and the door will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives.  He who seeks and to him he who 
knocks and the door will open.”  But you have to knock, that’s 
all He’s asking!  You have to knock, you have to trust Him, you 
have to have faith that He’s there, and the way you get that is 
when you accept Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit will lift up into 
your body, in your mind and in your soul and will get you 
through this terrible time; it will eliminate a lot of the doubt. 
 
Will it be easy following Jesus?  No!  No, it won’t be easy 
because we’re in a sinful world; it will be tough, because we’ll 
have temptations everywhere.  But the Holy Spirit, the one that 
God gave the Holy Spirit on His disciples, and they left, went 
out and spread His word.  It will strengthen your heart so that 
you can endure all sadness that comes to you. 
 
Being a child of God will provide you a better understanding of 
your life and Jesus.  Being a child of God will provide you a 
better understanding of your life and Jesus. 
 



If the song leaders will come forward, there are three most 
important things that you need to do:  You need to pray, you 
need to pray and you need to pray.  He hears our prayers and 
He answers our prayers, even though we don’t like it 
sometimes because we don’t get the answers we want, but He 
hears them. 
 
You know relationship between people is because we get to 
know each other, we live with each other and as we get to 
know each other, we fall more and more in love with each 
other.  We have to use the Bible to do that too.  You can’t know 
God; you can’t understand Jesus unless you build a relationship 
with Him.  And when you do read the Bible, you ask God for the 
Holy Spirit to come into your life and lift you up. 
 
Take time each day to read the Bible; it builds trust, it builds 
faith.  You see God’s arms are wide open, and the most 
important thing you will ever do in your entire life is accept 
Jesus Christ.  The most important thing you will ever do in your 
life is to accept Jesus Christ.  So how do you start?  I 
recommend the Book of John, but before you start that, I 
recommend that you get down on your hands and knees and 
ask God that you’re a sinner, forgive me and come into my 
heart. You do that and your life will change.  You took 
communion today, right, and Jesus said “Do this in 
remembrance of Me.”  Pray and read the Bible.  Do this in 
remembrance of your savior.  Amen. 
 
 


