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 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.  
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 “What is written in the Law?” he replied.  “How do you read it?” 
 He answered:  “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’ and, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied.  “Do this and you 
will live.” 
 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” 
 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he 
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine.  Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and 
took care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave 
them to the innkeeper.  ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
SERMON:  As we begin this morning, we begin with a reflection on many 
of our childhoods, and we remember a Presbyterian minister who began 
a public broadcast company TV show and with Fred Rogers welcoming 
us into his neighborhood and inviting us to be his neighbor; so many of 
my generation and previous generations were impacted by this lifelong 
ministry that is still impacting children through reruns and what of the 



things that was interesting in this is that if you go back and watch these 
as an adult, you can be amazed at the lessons that Fred Rogers was 
impressing upon youth.  Because as I mentioned before, he was a 
Presbyterian minister, his goal was proclaiming a gospel that 
transformed lives. 
 
Now you didn’t hear him talk about Jesus much, but he talked a lot 
about the teachings of Jesus, he just didn’t call them that, so when he 
would sit down on that bench in his living room he would begin to take 
off his comfortable walking shoes and put on his house slippers and he 
would cross his leg and he would look into the camera, right at the same 
level of all those kids and he would invite them to be his neighbor. 
 
Now what’s interesting for us and the challenge for us is when we hear 
the parable of the Good Samaritan or this teaching of the Good 
Samaritan, it is a challenge for us because ultimately it is so familiar and 
so comfortable that we put it on like an old pair of house shoes and we 
don’t think twice about the shocking nature of what Jesus is challenging 
us with, and so just in the same way that if you spent your life digging 
ditches you will build callouses in your hands, so too our hearts can 
become calloused to the truth that penetrates us through this story that 
Jesus shares. 
 
So we want to step back 2000 years ago and we want to try and imagine 
ourselves into the sort of scenario that Jesus is dealing with in this and 
recognize that as it stirs up cognitive dissonance in us; cognitive 
dissonance is a big ten-dollar word, I shouldn’t have used it, but what it 
means is this: when we encounter something unexpected that doesn’t fit 
our paradigms, it doesn’t fit the way we look at the world, when we 
encounter that moment, it creates a tension within us.  This tension 
occurs in our minds, but I think even more than our minds, I think this 
tension occurs within our hearts and it’s that tension that stretches us 
to grow, that forces us to look at the world in new ways and when we 
see Jesus going through the gospels, healing people and giving them 
new sight, we recognize that many of us are blind in our own special 
way.  We might have 20/20 vision, but we can’t see the kingdom that 
Jesus is proclaiming.  So this morning, we’re probably going to be made 
uncomfortable, if we do our jobs right; it’s going to stretch us, it’s going 



to push us, and I invite you to join me in sitting in that tension and 
letting the Holy Spirit work in us and through us and transform us. 
 
But before we get to tension, we begin with a game!  So, if you pull out 
your bulletins, and if you are sitting next to a woman you may want to 
ask to borrow a pen, if you are a gentleman because I guarantee she has 
five in the bottom of that giant duffle next to her.  If you’re sitting by 
yourself, you may want to find a pencil in the pew. 
 
Now this is one of the simplest games we give kids to pass time on 
vacation or in the classroom.  This is a simple game called Mad Libbing! 
 
So as we Mad Lib this morning, we want to begin, I invite you to jot 
down your answers, you don’t have to share them with anyone yet, but 
our first fill in the blank – we need a name, any name will do, it can be a 
man, it can be a woman, go ahead and put it down.  Now that you got 
your name, we need a place!  What’s a place people might be at, or 
leaving or going to?   We need another place!  So you need two places!  
And we know every good story has to have some tension in it, so we 
need some bad guys.  Can you come up with some bad guys?  And bad 
guys do bad things so we need two violent actions for our bad guys; fill 
in the blanks.  But we also need heroes.  So your next two blanks are 
professions or people that you admire, that you look up to.  You have 
high expectations for these people. Are we caught up?  Your next blank 
is another set of bad guys; it can be the same as the first or it can be 
different, it doesn’t really matter, it gets us there either way.  The best 
way to do this, by the way, is the first response that comes to your mind, 
because those are the most honest often times.  And what’s a story 
without a little romance?  We need a tender emotion, something 
genuine and heartfelt.  And if you’re going from one place to another, we 
need a mode of transportation for your next blank.  And when we get to 
our destination, we always need a place to rest a home away from home 
or maybe back to home.  So you need a place to rest for your next blank.  
And finally a currency, something that is legal tender somewhere in the 
world.  Nine out of ten of you are going to put dollars and that’s okay. 
 
The reason we start here, is how many of you have heard of the Good 
Samaritan Lifeline?  How many of you have heard of Good Samaritan 
Hospital, how many of you have heard of Good Samaritan this or that?  



We always talk about good Samaritans and we hold them up as a model 
to follow, but what we did with this Mad Lib is we took out some of the 
historic settings that Jesus is speaking into to place ourselves into the 
story of scripture and what the gospel is doing in our midst, so if you 
were to go through this Mad Lib you could tell it something like this: 
 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he fell into the 
hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead.  A priest  happened to be going down the 
same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side, but a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.  The next day 
he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper.  ‘Look after 
him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.’ 
 
How many of you have reacted viscerally to a Samaritan being in this 
story and being the hero?  None of you, right?  Look on your page for the 
bad guys, the second bad guys.  Do we have anyone who is willing to 
share their response there?  It’s a safe place, nobody tweets here! 
(Laughter)   (someone calls out)  John Dillinger!  Safe historic example!  
Al Capone!  Who else?  Terrorists!  Who else?  Nazi and Nazi came to the 
man and saw him and had compassion on him.  What else?  Bonnie and 
Clyde.  So we have criminals, we have terrorist organizations; we have 
one of the organizations that almost nobody wants to be associated with 
anymore, right?   All these things get a rise out of us that the Samaritan 
got out of Jesus’ original audience and so when we get into this, 
recognize that it pushed people, it challenged them, it angered them, 
and so too, if we’re doing it right, it’s going to push us, it’s going to 
challenge us, it’s going to pull us out of our own resources and force us 
to rely on the sustaining grace and faith in God. 
 
So with that, turn with me to the passage this morning.  If you don’t have 
a Bible, I invite you to use one of the pew Bibles in front of you, we’re 
going to be in this quite a bit, so it’s on page 1086.  I’ll give you a 
moment to turn there.   



 
Now remember in Chapter 9 of Luke’s gospel, Jesus had just come 
through a Samaritan village and the Samaritan village had refused Him 
any hospitality, a huge disgrace in the Ancient world and in the modern 
society in the Middle East.  You do not refuse hospitality to people; it is 
shameful for you and your household to do that. 
 
And so in response, His disciples say, “Lord, do you want us to call down 
fire upon them, and show them who they have rejected?”  And Jesus 
said, “You don’t have any idea what kind of spirit you are of, for the Son 
of Man has come to save lives not to destroy them.”  (in some of the 
early manuscripts)  So keep that in mind as Jesus is interacting  with this 
young expert in the Law.  This expert in the Law comes to Jesus and he 
stands up which, when you stand up what normally would happen in 
that day and age is the teacher would be seated and the student would 
then stand to recite the correct answer to the teacher’s questions.  So for 
this man to stand on his own accord is a little bit of a gauntlet throw-
down moment.  He is throwing down the gauntlet to Jesus and saying, 
“Let’s see what kind of a teacher you are.”  (It says in Luke’s gospel that 
he’s trying to test Him.) 
 
So here’s his test:  “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Now 
a couple of these phrases are pretty big, pretty impactful.  Now eternal 
life is defined in John’s gospel as “Knowing God and Jesus whom God 
sent.”  It’s defined relationally and it’s defined in an ongoing reality.  Not 
something that begins in the future; not something that just began in the 
past but something is present in underwriting and undergirding 
everything for us; so we want to define that term a little bit.  It would be 
the life of the ages; it would be a life that is worth living.   
 
The other word that you might be familiar with is inheritance.  How 
many of you know what an inheritance is?  How many of you have 
received an inheritance?  You don’t need to raise your hands for that.  
What did you do to receive your inheritance?  What did you do to earn 
your inheritance?  You were just born into it, right?  Somebody decided 
to write you into the will.  It was an act of them that did it for you.  So 
you notice that even in the question here, there’s a little bit of a twist on 
it.  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Well, you don’t do anything 
to inherit anything.  You receive it; it’s something that is done for you.  



So there’s an emphasis there right in it.  But it weird, because Jesus 
doesn’t really correct him, instead what does He do?  Look at what the 
text says.  He says, “What does the Law say?  And how do you read it?”  
So He points him to the scriptures.  This man is an expert in the Law, so, 
of course, Jesus knows this man has an agenda.  He has something he 
wants to share and so He asks them, “Okay, what do you see?  What 
does the Law say?  What is in the Law?”  But there’s a second question 
here, and if we’re honest with ourselves, it’s the one we always forget: 
“How do you read it?”  Because it’s not just about what’s in the Law, it’s 
how you interpret, it’s how you apply.  This is the reason why when you 
go to court, you need attorneys on both sides because you’re going to 
look at the same Law and you’re going to interpret it to favor your side.  
And so, too, here, as Jesus is wrestling with him, He’s saying, “What do 
you see in the Law for inheriting eternal life?  And how do you interpret 
it?”  And so the man comes back with this:  “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, strength and mind;” he’s going all the way back 
to Deuteronomy with this, and then he combines it with a verse from 
Leviticus:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  And he pulls these 
together. 
 
Now we see in the other gospels, we see that Jesus pulls these two very 
same commandments in the exact same way and pulls them together, 
and so you can understand why He is affirming of what this lawyer says 
in the first dialog here.  As they exchange back and forth, he says, “Cool!” 
(That’s what it means in the Greek!) (Laughter)  “Do this and live!”  Do 
this and live!”   
 
So, again, there is something to this doing to receive this inheritance.  
See, when you receive the inheritance, you’ve got to go pick it up, you 
got to make the claim, right?  You didn’t earn it, but you got to receive it, 
you got to sign for it. You got to take it and so the way that you do this, 
the way that you inherit eternal life is by loving the Lord your God with 
all your heart, strength, soul and mind, all of your being, and loving your 
neighbor as yourself!  Simple, right?  Put a bow on it, it’s done, send it in, 
the final essay, you’re going to get an A on the paper! Right?   
 
But then it said something else.  Remember what we said earlier:  Jesus’ 
second question to the man.  It wasn’t just “What does the Law say?”  It 
was what?  “How do you read it?  How do you interpret it?”  And so the 



man seeking to justify himself says, “Who is my neighbor?”  “Who is my 
neighbor?”  Seems like a good question to ask, right?  If I’m supposed to 
love my neighbor as myself, well, who is my neighbor?”   Neighbor is a 
particular term; it means a particular thing, doesn’t it?  So even if we 
think about it just geographically.  Let’s set aside the love poesy because 
that’s where it gets really messy; let’s just talk about neighboring, okay? 
 
How many of you live in the country?  Who are your neighbors?  How 
close are they to your house?  Some of them live next door!  You don’t 
really live in the country then!  (Laughter)  It spreads out though doesn’t 
it?  (That’s one neighbor – I know your house)  How far out beyond that 
do you count your neighbors?  I know when I was growing up, if you 
were within a mile of my house, you were my neighbor. 
 
How many of you live in town or close by in a subdivision or something 
like that?  Who is your neighbor?  House on either side, maybe the one 
across the street, right, so neighbor has this proximity thing to it and so 
it makes sense that we want to define who our neighbor is.  A neighbor 
isn’t necessarily just somebody passing through the neighborhood; it’s 
somebody who resides in the neighborhood, right?    So we can 
understand why this lawyer wants clarification on this term.  He’s an 
expert in the Law.  He wants to know how Jesus defines who the 
neighbor is!  But we also know something about his motives here.  He’s 
seeking to justify himself; and don’t we all do that?  Bonheoffer calls that 
“The greatest temptation of the devil.”  WE want to justify ourselves to 
show how we’ve already arrived, we’ve got it solved, we don’t need to 
worry about it, and we’re good to go!  We’ve got this whole love thing 
figured out! 
 
You know what He also refers to it as?  How many of you when you 
were kids you were playing in the beach and your sister or your brother 
or your cousin kicked sand in your eyes?  OH, not fun, right?  Bonheoffer 
refers to this question of the lawyer as “kicking sand in our own eyes.”  
Rather than just going and doing the Law that says, “Love your neighbor 
as yourself,” we kick sand in our own eyes to make this more 
complicated than it needs to be.  So we can avoid the duty of love.  We 
begin to qualify who is worthy of love and who is not worthy of love.  
Who is it that’s worthy of respect, who is it that’s worthy of listening to?  
Who is it that brings something to the table that we need to work with?  



It’s kicking sand in our own eyes so that we can avoid the duty of love.  
And remember at his day and age, Bonheoffer is writing against the 
church that had been giving into the Nazi’s and the programs that had 
begun in East Europe at that point. 
 
So when he’s writing a statement like, “No, you don’t get to define who 
your neighbor is, you just work with whoever shows up” He’s taking a 
political stand there that hurts him.  But what’s good news in this is 
whenever we kick sand in our eyes; Jesus doesn’t let us stay there.  His 
response to the lawyer, to the expert in the Law is to begin to tell a 
story.   In reply, Jesus said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he 
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine.  Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and 
took care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave 
them to the innkeeper.  ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of robbers?”  So this is His response to the 
question, Who is my neighbor?  And as we’re going to explore a little bit 
later on, Jesus doesn’t actually answer the man’s question.  That’s the 
beauty of how Jesus works as a teacher.  If you answer the question, you 
relieve all the tension in the moment, and they don’t learn and grow, 
they just learn what to put in the blank for the next standardized test 
that comes their way.  But if you allow them to live in the tension, they 
have to wrestle with it.  So, let’s look at this again in greater detail. 
 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.”  The road that he 
was on was a road that is still there today. (He shows a picture of the 
road to Jericho on the screen) Now it’s a little bit wider now, they’ve 
made some space for some cars, but this is the road from Jerusalem to 
Jericho.  This road stretches about 18 miles and Jerusalem is higher in 
elevation; it’s about 2500 feet above sea level.  Jericho is about 800 feet 
below sea level.  So in the course of that 18 miles of winding and 



twisting paths, you descend quite a bit.  If you were on foot, if you are 
still on foot, like some folks still walking the road, then as you go it is a 
physically strenuous journey.  You are worn out physically.  It takes 
everything out of you.   
 
When Martin Luther King toured Israel with his wife, many, many years 
ago, he commented on this passage and saying he understands why 
Jesus sets this story on this road.  It winds back and forth, it’s steep and 
exhausting physically, there are many, many places for robbers to hide 
to ambush innocent travelers coming along and rob them.  In fact it was 
known as “The Bloody Pass” according to King.  Very narrow, very hard 
to get by what’s going on in this.  IF you’re coming along you are going 
to be encountering whatever is on the road, neighbor or otherwise.   
 
So “this man falls into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away.”  They take away his clothing and they 
take away his ability to speak because he’s half dead, he’s virtually 
knocked out.  Now why this is important is when you travel in different 
parts of the world, one of the ways you know what’s going is the dialect 
that somebody speaks; if you think WW II the Battle of the Bulge, one of 
the ways they had to deal with German soldiers who were wearing 
allied uniforms and spoke English, sneaking behind enemy lines is at 
every checkpoint, they would ask them if they needed their car filled up.  
And the way the Americans knew whether or not this person was a Nazi 
impersonating an allied troop or not is if they answered “petrol”.   
Because petrol is the King’s English and we Yankee Americans don’t do 
the King’s English, we talk about gasoline.  So they had a couple of other 
code words that they knew and they could identify this person might be 
a threat.  So they were able to catch them behind enemy lines.   Dialect 
tells us about whether or not this person is friend or foe. 
 
If you go to the Middle East and you study Arabic and you learn how to 
speak Arabic, they will know if you studied Arabic in Egypt by the way 
you say the word “tomato?” (He’s asking Jenna) is that it?  What’s the 
word?  The head covering, lots of head coverings in the Middle East.  See 
I didn’t study Arabic; she’s the one who knows that! 
 
So with Arabic if you speak it, they’ll know because you’ve learned it in 
Egypt versus any other country in the Middle East because of the way 



you say one word; a very common popular word.  Dialect tells us 
something of whether or not this is friend or foe, is it somebody who is 
inside or outside.  Clothing is another indicator of this.  And so by 
stripping this man and leaving him half dead, there’s no indicator of “is 
this man a friend or foe?”  Never mind it’s also a dangerous road; maybe 
this whole thing is a ploy.  Maybe the robbers are waiting for you to 
assist this man and then they will ambush you; it happens all the time in 
many parts of the world.  You stop for assistance and then you get 
robbed.  It’s one reason why we often advise people not to pick up 
hitchhikers, right, because there was a spate of incidents involving 
hitchhikers.  It doesn’t matter what the percentage is, the fear is enough 
to stop us from helping.   
 
All of these moments set up the tension in the story: 
 
A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side.   
 
Now remember that picture of the road and how narrow it was?   To say 
that he passed by on the other side is a little bit of a Jesus joke.  There’s 
not much of another side.  He’s going to be in close proximity of this, 
he’s going to see what’s going on and he hurries on his way, and the 
story doesn’t delve into why he hurried on his way.  The point is that 
he’s not a bad guy because he didn’t help out.  It really doesn’t matter 
why he didn’t help; all that matters is that he didn’t help.   
 
So, too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side.  Now a priest and a Levite, those professions were theirs 
by birth, they were born into it, they didn’t choose it.  And so as they’re 
born into this inheritance, they passed by on the other side when they 
see this, but a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 
when he saw him, he took pity on him.  The word “pity” there is 
compassion it means he was literally moved in his guts.  He could not 
pass by because he was so unsettled by what he had seen.  And so with 
that then he takes pity on him and his pity quickly moves into action.   
 
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  
Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took 
care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to 



the innkeeper.  ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  Now a couple of 
things about his actions here:  We understand why he binds up the 
wounds, right?  But notice he’s using his own material goods to take 
care of this man’s needs.  He binds up the wounds, maybe he’s a silk 
merchant and so he takes silks that would be worth much money in the 
marketplace and he shreds them to make bandages for this man; maybe 
he uses something else, regardless, he is using his own possessions to 
take care of this man whom he does not know if he is friend or foe.  The 
region they’re in is not Samaria.  He’s in Jewish territory, he is an enemy, 
he is under threat constantly and he chooses to stop on his way to take 
care of this man.  He uses his own resources to bandage him, he uses oil 
and wine to bring healing to his wounds and to his body, and then he 
puts the man on his own donkey.  Did he put him on in addition to his 
wares?  Did he have to leave some things behind, because the donkey 
couldn’t carry all the weight?  Did he choose then to walk alongside the 
man because the donkey couldn’t handle the weight of both of them?  
And he goes to an inn where he took care of him. 
 
Now in our day and age, you might have inns along the highways and 
vast stretches of road, but that day and age inns were on the edge of 
town for people who didn’t have family in town and they were 
dangerous places.  What makes it even more dangerous is, what’s he 
known as again, what’s his background?  He’s a Samaritan.  He’s in 
Jewish territory.  When he walks into a village, what kind of village is it?  
It’s a Jewish village!  The Samaritans and Jews were historic enemies.  
When he goes into the inn, which is also a dangerous place, and he is 
carrying a half-dead, maybe Jewish man with him, people are going to 
ask questions. 
 
Think back to the 1850’s, we’re in the Wild, Wild West and an Apache 
riding along comes across a cowboy half-dead in the wilderness outside 
of Dodge City in Kansas.  He has two Indian arrows in his back and so 
the Indian gets down, he picks the man up and he puts him on his horse 
and he leads him into Dodge City where he goes to the saloon and he 
purchases a room upstairs to take care of the man.  In the next morning, 
how do the townspeople of Dodge City greet the Apache?  Probably not 
going to end well, is it?   
 



This man, this Samaritan takes great risk in taking care of this man on 
the side of the road, he doesn’t know if he’s friend or foe, he does know 
he has many enemies in the area and he still chooses to live a 
dangerously unselfish life in taking care of this man, and then he takes 
two silver coins to pay the innkeeper, his own money.  Just so you know, 
two silver coins in that day?  Two days wages!  He gives two days wages 
on the front end to the innkeeper saying, “Take care of him while I go 
and if he incurs any addition expense, I will come back and settle it up 
myself when I get back through here.”   
 
Now, keep in mind, he’s a Samaritan, he’s an outsider.  The innkeeper is 
Jewish, there’s an ancient hostility here.  There’s a really good chance 
that innkeeper could rip him off when he comes back!  What’s to stop 
him from saying, “Oh, yeah, he stayed for like two more weeks.  I need 
14 more silver coins!”  He enters into an open-ended debt arrangement 
for the sake of this man!  Not only providing for his immediate material 
needs, but for his future expenses, and what he is doing?  You see, in 
that day and age, if you couldn’t pay your debts, you were sold into 
slavery to pay your debts.  What good would it be to pay for the man’s 
immediate needs and then he ends up sold into slavery because this 
man hasn’t vouched for him?   So this Samaritan, again, goes the extra 
mile in caring for this man, in risking his own wealth and well being for 
this man.  It’s huge!  It’s amazing to think about the profound love that is 
here!  And what’s amazing in this too, is its Samaritan.  It’s interesting 
because we call this a parable.  A parable is something that we put 
alongside of something to make it clear; it like an analogy, but it does 
something more than an analogy.  It draws us into it because it gets us 
to face something in our own lives. 
 
I want to share with you another story from scripture:  This is from 2 
Chronicles, chapter 28, and it talks about the King in Jerusalem who had 
turned away from God and as he turned away from God then he was 
given over to his enemies, and the enemies included the Samaritans and 
the Samaritans came down and they raided Jerusalem and they sacked 
It, and they took the survivors with them and they planned to sell them 
into slavery.   Then a prophet confronted them; Azariah confronted 
those who were arriving from the war, “You must not bring those 
prisoners here,” they said,  “or will be guilty before the Lord.  Do you 
intend to add to our sin and guilt?  For our guilt is already great, and His 



fierce anger rests on Israel.”  So the solders gave up the prisoners and 
the plunder in the presence of the officials and all the assembly.   The 
men designated by name took the prisoners, and from the plunder they 
clothed all who were naked.  They provided them with clothes and 
sandals, food and drink, and healing balm.  All those who were weak 
they put on donkeys. So they took them back to their fellow countrymen 
at Jericho, the City of Palms, and returned to Samaria.  Jesus is not 
inventing a new story here; He’s reminding them of their history.  He’s 
reminding them of a time when Samaritans showed kindness to 
Israelites.  When they took care of them and sent them home on 
donkeys, from their own wares and plunder and stores.   
 
So Jesus replied to him,   “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he 
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine.  Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and 
took care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave 
them to the innkeeper.  ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
He can’t even bring himself to say the word Samaritan.  The one who 
had mercy on him. 
 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  Go and do likewise. 
 
This historic enemy of this man, this expert in the Law is held up as an 
example of godliness.  What does it mean to love God with everything 
you’ve got?  What does it mean to love your neighbor as yourself?  It 
means to love your enemies; it means to give of your own resources to 
take care of those whom otherwise might hurt you.   
 



Jesus doesn’t answer the question of who is my neighbor?  He refrains it 
and says, “To whom must I become a neighbor?” 
 
Some of the easy, low hanging fruit of this, maybe not easy, that’s the 
wrong word for it.  The fruit that comes out of this, as we reflect on this, 
as we live in the tension of this story, this history that Jesus gives us is 
this: No one is irredeemable, no one is irredeemable, and godliness can 
show up in the most unexpected places in those acts of love and mercy.  
Godliness and mercy can appear anywhere. 
 
Look back to your Mad Lib, your enemies, your bad guys, what if they’re 
doing the good thing there?  Then they’re living like a neighbor, aren’t 
they?  To whom must we become a neighbor?  It’s a challenge for us; it’s 
not something that we enjoy.   
 
What Jesus does here, is He takes their historic enemy and He 
humanizes them; Sting and the Police and Modern Day Prophets do the 
same thing with their song, “If the Russians Love Their Children Too” 
written at the height of the Cold War and tension between the Regan 
Administration and the Soviet Union, and they write a song about 
nuclear holocaust saying, “I hope the Russians love their children too 
because that’s the only thing that will keep us from destroying one 
another.”  How well received was that song?  Pretty well received 
because there were a lot of folks who were able to humanize and relate 
to the idea of Russian soldiers being somebody’s son or daughter.  It 
humanized the enemy so that a real resolution to that war could begin 
and so then Regan was able to give his famous words of “Tear Down 
This Wall” and the wall comes down and they begin to thaw the Cold 
War which we know there is still some ice in that war, but it humanized 
the enemy.  We have to see the humanity of the other before we can see 
any way of loving.  It creates for us a dangerous unselfishness, doesn’t 
it?   
 
Martin Luther King talks about this: “On the one hand we are called to 
play the Good Samaritan on life’s roadside, that would only be an initial 
act.  One day we must come to see that the whole Jericho road must be 
transformed so that men and women and women will not be constantly 
beaten and robbed as they make their journey on life’s highway.  True 
compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar.  It is not haphazard 



and superficial; it comes to see that the edifice, which produces beggars, 
needs restructuring.  It’s a move from individual acts of mercy to 
compassion that transforms the way things work.”    
 
It’s good to fish people out of the river who are drowning, but after the 
15th person you’ve fished out of the river, you begin to wander what’s 
upstream and who keeps throwing people in the river?  And that’s a 
good question to wonder and wrestle with?  What do we need to change 
in this? 
 
This dangerous unselfishness demands a response of us.  It insists upon 
a response of us, unconditionally, what will we do what will we do in 
response to it?   Bonheoffer tells us, “Don’t ask questions of worthiness, 
and get on with the job!”  We kick sand in our own eyes to keep 
ourselves from acting in the moment but instead in the moment when 
you see the person on the side of the road, do you take from your 
schedule, do you help, do you assist?  There are people robbed up and 
down the highway of life; in fact, when Augustine writes about this 
passage, he writes an allegory of Christ coming as the Good Samaritan to 
rescue us in our sin.  We have been beaten and left for dead by sin and 
the Devil, and so Christ comes along and He picks us up and He puts us 
on His donkey which is the atonement, and He takes us to the inn, which 
is the church where we might be healed and restored and allowed to 
then continue on our way giving glory to God.  It’s a pretty beautiful 
allegory for salvation and for this parable, and I think there is truth in it 
for us as well.  We recognize the truth of the way the gospel has worked 
in our lives, that as we receive and encounter God’s love, it has 
transformed us so that we might share that love with others so that as 
we love God, so we love our neighbor as ourselves.   They are unified in 
Jesus, they’re held together in the cross, and we realize again with 
Bonheoffer that neighborliness is not so much a quality in the other 
person, so much as it is their obligation upon us, will we be a neighbor? 
 
Remember I told you it gets hard, it gets challenging.  When we ask the 
question, “Who is our neighbor?”  There are several images that I think 
can push this into a contemporary context for us.  “To whom will I be a 
neighbor?”  Michael Brown?  Darren Wilson?  Both?  What does it look 
like to be a neighbor; it’s a very complicated complex horrific thing that 



happens in our society.  What does it look like to be a neighbor in that?  
To whom must I become a neighbor?   
 
When we look at the Middle East and the conflict that remains there 
right now and has gotten worse.  To whom must I be a neighbor?  The 
Palestinians?  ISIS?  The Israelis?  To whom must I be a neighbor?  
Which enemy do I choose to be a neighbor to?  Jesus pushes us, He 
challenges us, what does neighbor look like in this moment, in this 
encounter with this person.  What does it look like to neighbor? 
To whom must I become a neighbor?   
 
When we look at a recent cover on a magazine, with 32 women on it, 
who have been interviewed regarding their allegations of rape by Bill 
Cosby, to whom must I become a neighbor, the women alleging, and Bill 
Cosby?  To whom must I be a neighbor, because dehumanizing on either 
side is losing sight of the kingdom of God?  To whom must I become a 
neighbor? 
 
Fred Phelps was the pastor of Westboro Baptist Church, didn’t do a lot 
of things that I would agree with, he called himself a Christian, pushed 
me on whether or not I would write somebody off.  You may remember 
his group because they showed up a couple of years ago to protest a 
military funeral here in Huntington.  The Freedom Riders came through 
to block them from obstructing the funeral procession.   
 
On the right hand you see the work of the Marin Foundation and the 
Pride Parade in Chicago, where they were there with signs saying, “I’m 
sorry for the way the church has treated you.”  “I’m sorry for the way 
Fred Phelps has treated you.”  To whom must I become a neighbor?  IT 
challenges us and it pushes us!  Who is lying on the side of the road 
within our sight; whom do we see and pass on the other side?  Who do 
we see and stoop to help of our own wealth and well being of our own 
relationship network.  Who do we put ourselves at risk for?  It pushes 
us, it challenges us, it convicts us and it offers us hope because when we 
see what neighboring looks like, we see costly grace intervening to save 
someone that we would normally say is an enemy.   
 
This picture came out in the last year.  You have a white supremacist 
who was attacked by a mob that was working with Black Lives Matter.  



There were two mobs that day, don’t get it wrong; it wasn’t just the 
blacks who were a mob.  The white supremacists that showed up that 
day were a mob as well.  As those two mobs intervened, one man fell to 
the ground in great risk and this woman threw herself on top of him to 
protect him from an angry, some would say justifiably angry mob and 
she saves his life.  To whom must I become a neighbor, to whom is God 
inviting me to be a neighbor to? 
 
Whenever Van Gogh painted, yellow was always the sign of God and the 
Divine Presence.  Where is God in this?  He’s in the Good Samaritan, He’s 
on the road to Jericho, and He’s in the donkey itself carrying the 
wounded man.  God is present in all of these things, it’s whether or not 
we will attune ourselves to where God is at work and if we will join Him 
in this work of eternal life, the world needs more Samaritans!  He wasn’t 
called the Good Samaritan by Jesus because calling him “good” lets us off 
the hook because then we can sort it into, “well, there’s good enemies 
and there’s bad enemies.”  There’s the deserving and there’s the 
undeserving.  No!  He’s just a Samaritan; he’s just a historic hated enemy 
of the man on the road.  And godliness and mercy works through his 
mercy to redeem and to restore.  Maybe eternal life looks a like a 
Samaritan risking everything. 
 
As our song leaders are coming up to lead us in our closing song, we can 
be reminded of that.  Maybe eternal life looks a lot like a Samaritan 
risking everything to rescue a half dead enemy, victim on the side of the 
road.  There are many robbers on the road of life.  There are many 
priests and Levites that will see and do nothing.  The world needs more 
Samaritans living dangerously unselfish lives to the glory of God! 
 


