
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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This man welcomes sinners and eats 

with them 

      “This man welcomes sinners,” the 

Pharisees and Scribes complained about 

Jesus, “and eats with them” (Luke 15:2). 

The religious leaders’ accusation is not 

unfounded. Right out of the gate, the 

Book of the Psalms teaches us that the 

blessed person is someone who does 

not “stand in the way of sinners” (Ps. 

1:1). Yet, Jesus clearly and unabashedly 

ate with sinners throughout his life. He 

wound up being called a sinner, a 

drunkard, and a glutton because of the 

company he kept. That did not bother 

him. 

      After Jesus ascended into heaven, 

the apostle Peter struggled to live out 

Jesus’s radical practice of eating at the 

table with people “outside” of the 

covenant (Gal. 2:11-14). Then, in a 

profound moment for Peter, God 

revealed that food which was once 

unclean was now clean. The very next 

moment, unclean people knock at 

Peter’s door. He welcomes these sinners 

in as guests. The following day he goes 

and dines with a household of sinners. 

Peter, the one through whom Christ 

founded the church, continues Christ’s 

open table. 

      Christ’s practice of eating with 

sinners gave dignity to those who were 

thought to be far from God. This is an 

essential part of Christ’s “welcoming” 

ministry, to restore the lost by 

befriending them. And by eating with 

them, Christ expected they would wind 

up repenting, that is, becoming the 

person God made them to be (Luke 6:29

-32). Christ wasn’t afraid of being 

tarnished by sinful people; he desired to 

be in their presence to heal them. In the 

Gospels, the table becomes a center for 

hospitality and conversion, a time for 

welcoming and repenting. 

      All of this leads me to wonder about 

how we as a church understand 

communion. If we believe the New 

Testament’s authors, then we believe 

that Christ is present in the bread and 

the juice of communion (1 Cor. 10:14-

22). We sometimes call communion 

“The Lord’s Supper,” because it is 

assumed that Christ is the one 

welcoming us to the table. Each time we 

pray leading to communion, I ask you, 

“Who invites you to this meal?” and you 

respond, saying, “Christ our brother and 

lord.” All of this being true, then we 

must also understand our practice of 

communion as an extension of the table 

around which Jesus used to gather with 

sinners, a place where Christ restores 

our dignity by welcoming us and by his 

love leads us to repentance. 

      I am thankful that St. Peter’s First 

continues to practice communion with 

an open table. Communion is not a meal 

that only special people are invited to. 

At least it shouldn’t be if it is like the 

meals Jesus used to have with sinners. 

They were welcomed before they knew 

what they were getting into. Let us 

continue on in faith that Christ is the 

one who calls us to eat, and that we all 

are sinners in need of hospitality and 

the grace necessary to become who God 

made us to be. This we do in 

remembrance of Christ, who welcomes 

sinners and eats with them. 

Amen.    

   Every blessing, 

    Pastor Zen  



 

Birthdays 

04/01, Jay Rinehart 

04/02, Sally Morrison 

04/03, Jennifer Haneline 

Satin Lemon 

04/04, Shirla Eisberg 

Kylie Gamlin 

04/06, Sharon Metzger 

04/08, Barry Jarvis 

04/12, Robin Baker 

04/16, Geoffrey Guy 

04/17, Arthur Kalhoefer 

Ryan Lemon 

04/21, Megan Anderson 

Jeff Baumgardner 

Kenzie Gamlin 

Mary Alice Shideler 

04/22, Jim Hildebrand 

Cindy Yeiter 

04/26, Libby Davison 

04/27, Maddox Baker 

Bernie Bingham 

04/28, Sherry Baker 

 

Anniversaries 

04/03, Josh & Claire Moudy 

04/06, JR & Maureen Flynn 

04/08, Don & Anne Malone 

04/15, Terry & Dorothy             

Rodgers 

04/16, Ben & Kasey Davis 

04/20, Efford & Sara Hamilton  

  

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special              

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:9 

      My attendance at yoga class since Emmitt was born two years ago has been much 

less frequent than it was prior to his birth. On the rare Saturday morning that our         

family has no plans, it is difficult to pull myself away from pancakes and Daniel Tiger 

with my kids! But, I’m still able to make it to yoga once every month or so, and I am 

always glad when I do. During the most recent class I attended, our instructor         

encouraged us to be more mindful of our own feelings, emotions, and passions in the 

present, sharing these words, which have echoed over and over again in my mind, 

“Tap into your authentic self. Constantly preparing dims our light.” Wow! I can plan, 

organize, and prepare with the best of them, but when I’m always preparing for what 

is to come in the future, I’m missing out on the most important part. I’m forgetting to 

pay attention to what is within me, to who is around me, and to God’s light shining 

through me.  

      I absolutely love the way words have the ability to help make us more deeply 

aware, to lead us on a deeper, more meaningful, journey, and to draw us into more 

meaningful action. As I’ve journeyed with God this Lenten season, allowing Him to 

clear some of the clutter from my life, He has guided me once again to be more aware 

of what surrounds me. He’s reminding me, quite simply, to pay attention.  

      In this same vein, as God helps me realize that there will always be more for 

which to prepare, God has been encouraging me to let things be unfinished. This is a 

difficult practice for me! As I think many of us do, I love to check completed items off 

my list, to finish a project, and to finalize plans. What if we stopped evaluating          

ourselves based on projects we’ve accomplished and, instead, at the end of a week or a 

month, prayed back over the places and things to which we’ve paid attention and the 

people with whom we’ve shared God’s love?  

      God is helping me see that nothing in this life is finished. 

God’s not finished with me yet. He’s not finished with you yet. 

He’s not finished softening hearts, healing wounds, or clearing 

unnecessary junk from our lives. Thanks be to God! Jesus finishes 

it on the cross (John 19:30). God will finish it when Jesus comes 

back (Philippians 1:6). Our role isn’t completion, but presence and 

paying attention, being moved to action by the divine work He is 

doing and invites us into. Each of us has the daily opportunity to 

help God finish His work. Let’s use these opportunities wisely!  

      God changes hearts and pulls off surprise parties, God protects 

us from dangers of which we are not aware and helps us learn to 

bask in his goodness and light. God dwells in the details of our lives, and we can trust 

Him to be there. “Today, in a small city in Indiana, I continue to be schooled in the 

ways of seeing – really seeing – my place and her people. This unlikely education is 

born of repetition, hyperawareness, and the audacity to believe God is already at work 

around me in the shadows and cracks. After spending decades trying to wave him into 

my gleaming best efforts, I found him in the chain-link fencing, in the crumbling  

sidewalks, in the litter, in all the light. Catching the flow of God’s presence in the 

humblest of places, everything old seems new again,” (the ministry of ordinary places 

by Shannan Martin, pgs. 20-21). 

      As you continue to journey toward the cross this season, I pray you, too, will be 

encouraged to stop preparing, to let unfinished be enough, and to pay attention to who 

and what surrounds you along the way. Maybe, for you, paying attention means        

putting on glasses, walking instead of driving to work, storing away your phone or 

calendar for the day, sharing a meal and conversation with a new neighbor, or smiling 

and looking into the eyes of every person you meet. However it is God is calling you 

to pay attention, as you do so, may you see God’s light shining in new ways and may 

you declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into His wonderful light! 

       ~ Megan Engle  



 

Children’s Update 

*The heart wallpaper, made by the kids, has moved to 
the bulletin board 
across from the          
children's                      
classrooms.  We invite 
you to read and be 
encouraged by God's 
truth.  Feel free to 
take a note home with 
you for yourself or to share with  someone else.  We pray 
your heart will be warmed and encouraged.   

*Thanks to all our children’s ministry volunteers who invest 
in the kids on Sunday mornings.  We really appreciate you!  
We are looking for additional volunteers to help in our               
children’s ministry classes on Sunday mornings; especially in 
the nursery.  We invite you to prayerfully consider investing 
in this way!  If you have an interest in sharing Christ’s love 
with kids, please contact Megan Condry for more details.   

*April 14th is Palm Sunday, and the kids will once again be 
helping with the Palm Parade.  Be looking for more                  
information in the bulletin soon.  For Easter Sunday, April 
21st, children six years of age and older will be worshipping 
upstairs as we celebrate our Savior’s resurrection.              
Children’s classes will be available for children five years of 
age and younger during the service.   

Celebration Moment:  I continue to be encouraged by the 
conversations and connections our kids are making!  During 
class recently, the kids were asking great questions and the 
wheels were turning as they were seeking to put pieces   
together between the Old Testament and the New             
Testament.  I love their eager desire to learn, grow, and ask 
questions!  They remind me often of what it looks like to 
have faith like a child!   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-
8:15 pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome 
to attend.   

*We will be helping pack bags for Blessings in a Backpack 
later this month!  We invite the whole congregation to join 
us for this fun evening of fellowship and service.  Be on the 
lookout for more details in upcoming bulletins.   

*We kicked off the Lenten season by attending the Ash 
Wednesday service.  The youth enjoyed participating in the 
service and had many great questions afterwards.   

Celebration Moment:  We had a great discussion following 
the Ash Wednesday service.  I was impressed with all the 
questions the youth had about things from the service and 
the Lenten season.  I’m encouraged by their questions and 
desire to grow in their faith.  

Homework Help Update 

*The program is for middle & high school students and 
meets Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*We appreciate all the great snacks and drinks you have 
recently provided for Homework Help!  The students enjoy 
these daily snacks and it is a huge boost to give them energy 
for their studies!  If you would still like to donate items, 
please drop off prepackaged snacks and drinks to the box in 
Fellowship Hall.     

*Investing in the Next Generation: To continue to assist the 
students and also hopefully include more students, we are 
looking for additional volunteers to provide support and 
encouragement to the students.  We are looking for              
volunteers to join our team on Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons.  If you or someone you know would be                     
interested in building relationships with students, contact 
Megan Condry for more information.  

Celebration Moment:  I have been encouraged recently by 
the efforts of the students!  They have been working so 
hard!  The students have some impressive goals for                   
themselves for the rest of the school year and are making 
positive steps toward them each day.  It always makes my 
day when students come in eager to share about how they 
did on a recent assignment!   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  
Registration forms are available in the William St. foyer.  

*The kids have been learning more about God’s unfailing 
love for us and how we can share that love with others.  
They have been working on a special project writing words 
of encouragement to one another and to others in our  
Huntington community.  They’ve enjoyed games, activities, 
and even a science experiment to discover more of just how 
amazing God’s love is!  

Celebration Moment:  The kids have been having so much 
fun at HKC that 
they are now         
inviting their 
friends!!  It’s been 
great to have the 
kids sharing Jesus 
with their friends 
and inviting them 
to come to HKC on 
Monday evenings!   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          
Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



Keep in your prayers: 

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             

requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 

stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of the Ashley Hines: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? It is my first 

church, and I feel it’s home, so yes! 

How long have you been a member?  I will become a member this year, God willing 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? the feeling of community love 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? throughout my entire life, 

although I was unaware at the time 

How would you express God’s mission for your life? revolutionary love 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? I dedicate time to assure no one feels alone  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? God and all his creation - every single thing 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? meditate by the river 

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? pineapple upside down cake 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

I love exploring parts known and unknown! My hope is to heal the brokenhearted by introducing them to 

God’s love as I have experienced! 

Save the date and join us for 

a Good Friday service at 

SPFCC on Friday, April 19th at 

7:30 pm. 

 

 

Tickets for Mary’s Tea and Basket Party,        

scheduled to be held on 

April 27th at SPFCC, are 

now available! Please see 

Katie Schilling for tickets or 

if you are interested in 

making a basket. 

Lenten devotionals can be found on our website at 

www.spfcc.org. Please let Megan in the church office 

know if you would like a printed devotional. Also,        

during Lent, the Teaching Team will be facilitating  

weekly gatherings each Wednesday from 6 pm-7 pm at 

SPFCC beginning 

on Wednesday, 

March 13 and  

ending on 

Wednesday, April 

17. This time will be used to discuss reflections from the 

devotional and to pray together.   



 

Preparing for Easter 

     The Lenten season is one filled with a whole array of experiences and emotions.  We find ourselves in a place of letting 

go, removing, and sacrificing, in an effort to allow Christ to do his redeeming work in our hearts and lives.  It can be hard to 

begin the season as we find the releasing to be so overwhelming and challenging.  Yet as we step further into the season, 

we find the beauty in the letting go.  We find that it isn’t as difficult as we once thought to release these things that had 

such a hold on us.  It’s hard to realize how easily we’ve let things get in the way and pulled us away from Christ and the 

work He longs to do in us.  We’ve let worldly things hold us too tight and it’s when we enter the quiet, the silence, the new 

places, that we find a breath of fresh air.  In the moments of quiet that the Lenten fast has created, I’ve found beautiful 

moments with God.  We’ve journeyed into places of strongholds, reactions, and emotions.  Instead of resisting this honest 

clearing out work, I’ve allowed God to speak to me in these times.  I’ve found it be refreshing and reorienting.  May the 

rest of our Lenten seasons be ones where we embrace the journey, delve deeper into a redeeming relationship with the 

Lord, and share about the great work He is doing in our lives.  “Lent is not a time to beat yourself up.  It’s a time to im-

merse yourself in a new way of seeing.  When you see with new eyes, you don’t have to train yourself to do the right 

things.  Your inward transformation shapes your outward expression” (The Promise of Lent Devotional, pg 20). 

      In my Lenten readings I came across this beautiful poem.  May you reflect on these beautiful words of life, hope, truth 

and encouragement.   

Day of Resurrection by St. John of Damascus  

The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, 
The Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
From earth unto the sky, 
Our Christ hath brought us over, 
With hymns of victory. 

Our hearts be pure from evil, 
That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 
Of resurrection light; 
And list’ning to His accents, 
May hear, so calm and plain, 
His own “All hail!” and, hearing, 
May raise the victor strain. 

Now let the heav’ns be joyful! 
Let earth the song begin! 
Let the round world keep triumph, 
And all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen 
Their notes in gladness blend, 
For Christ the Lord hath risen, 
Our joy that hath no end. 

A Letter from Megan Condry 





SPFCC April Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
HH 

2 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
St. Peter & Paul 
 

7 pm Circle 
HH 

3 

6 pm Lenten 
gathering 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
HH 

4 

 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

HH 

5 
 

6 

 

7 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
 
2-4 pm Games 
Galore 
 

8 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

9 
 

SeniorPak 
 

6 pm YSB  
Parenting Class 
 

6:30 pm Council 

 

HH 

10 
 

6 pm Lenten 
gathering 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
HH 

11 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
HH 

12 
 

13 
 
 

14 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 
 

9:30 am Worship  

15 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

16 
 

 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 
  
 

HH 

17 
 

6 pm Lenten 
gathering  
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 

HH 

18 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 
HH   

19 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Good 
Friday service at 
SPFCC 

20 
 
 

21 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting   
 

9:30 am Worship 

22 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
meeting 
5:30 pm Meal 
Ministry 
6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

23 
 

SeniorPak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HH  

24 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 
 

HH 

25 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 
 
HH 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
Mary’s Tea and 
Basket Party 
 

28 
 
9:30 am Worship  
 
 

29 
 

5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

30 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

  
 

 

  

 

If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view the Sunday duties 
by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of           
Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

