
St. Peter’s First Community Church Council Minutes 
May 12, 2020 

 
 
Members present: Ann Ambler, Megan Condry, Megan Engle, Adrian Halverstadt, Zen Hess, 
Bonnie Hosler, Doyle Krieg, Andy Miller, Brian Royer, Samantha Sutorius 
 
Brian Royer opened in prayer. 
 
Minutes from the March 2020 and April 2020 SPFCC Council meetings were approved. 
 
Brian Royer shared that the Worship Team has given feedback on resuming in-person activities 
at SPFCC. 
 
Pastor Zen Hess shared the in-person activities document for SPFCC and explained it sharing 
that the document means that team leaders and their teams would have the ability to have in-
person activities beginning June 14, 2020 if they desire to do so. The plan proposed in the 
document is to begin in-person worship services on June 14, 2020. The hope is to let the 
congregation know something more this week about when in-person worship services may begin 
at SPFCC. 
 
During this meeting, the hope is that a consensus will be reached on three things: 1) the date 
Council feels comfortable hoping for allowing in-person activities barring any significant 
changes, 2) whether or not we need any more in depth guidelines other than the local health 
department information, and 3) what organizations we are listening to as we make 
recommendations for our congregation. 
 
The hope is to resume in-person activities beginning June 14th because this is the date there are 
no additional restrictions for those over a certain age or those who are immunocompromised.  
 
Pastor Zen Hess shared that some larger churches in Huntington are not planning on meeting 
until July. Churches around our size seem to be looking at June 14th to meet again in-person. 
Most team leaders are in agreement with beginning in-person worship services on June 14th. 
 
Ann Ambler asked if we will still offer an online option for those who do not yet feel 
comfortable coming to in-person services on June 14th. Pastor Zen let her know that we will offer 
a livestream option when we begin in-person worship services. A grant was submitted today to 
acquire the technology to livestream. A Zoom or conference call option is also encouraged for 
any team meetings whenever teams begin meeting in person again after June 14th.  
 
The SPFCC Council agrees that June 14th is a good date to hope to meet for in-person worship 
again.  
 
Whether or not team meetings and activities are held in person or via Zoom is up to the SPFCC 
team leaders beginning June 14th.  
 



Form June 14th through July 4th, some guidelines for in-person activities must be implemented. 
Do we need additional guidelines other than local health official guidelines? Do we need to 
advise groups to wear masks, etc.? Council agrees that some additional guidelines should be set 
such as mask wearing and social distancing for the building. The details for these guidelines will 
be put together in the coming weeks. 
 
Council agrees that continuing to look to the local board of health for what our guidelines should 
be makes the most sense and we should continue basing our decisions and guidelines on what the 
local board of health recommends.  
 
Pastor Zen encouraged team leaders to email their teams after this Council meeting to inform 
them of the updates and to discuss team gatherings with their teams. Ask questions of staff and 
one another as needed.  
 
Through at least July 4th, SPFCC will be practicing social distancing. This applies to building use 
by outside organizations, as well. Prior to any event or meeting to be held at the church, let 
Megan Engle know so that Marla Kelsey can be made aware to adequately clean the building. 
 
We will post updates regarding resuming in-person worship and activities on the SPFCC website 
and Facebook page. SPFCC staff will work to create a letter and list of those who would not 
receive these updates online and will mail a hard copy of the updates to this group of people. 
Pastor Zen will work on a draft of building guidelines and will email it to Council for feedback.  
 
Ann Ambler shared that the Fellowship Team has been sending notes and cards to our shut-in 
friends. Ann has visited Sally Kimmel, and Sally is doing well. The Fellowship Team is 
organizing meals to take to Gary and Cindy Yeiter once a week. The Fellowship Team has been 
making calls to members of our church community to check in with them.  
 
Adrian Halverstadt shared that the Teaching Team was planning to do a day of prayer on election 
day, June 2, 2020. Pastor Zen and Adrian will collaborate for a virtual option for a day of prayer 
on June 2.  
 
Adrian Halverstadt led Council in a discussion of chapters 6, 7, and 8 of The Road Back to You.  
 
Pastor Zen shared encouragement regarding finances and giving for the month of April. Giving 
has been good! 
 
Brian Royer plans to have a Worship Team meeting via Zoom soon. Brian offers the 
encouragement of Hebrews 13:5. God will never leave us. Pastor Zen encouraged all Council 
members to reach out to their teams!  
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 


