
St. Peter’s First Community Church Council Minutes 

February 11, 2020 

 

 

Members present: Ann Ambler, Megan Condry, Megan Engle, Zen Hess, Bonnie Hosler, Doyle 

Krieg, Andy Miller, Brian Royer, Samantha Sutorius, Gary Yeiter 

 

Brian Royer opened us in prayer. 

 

The January minutes were approved. 

 

Worship: Brian Royer shared that the Worship Team is helping plan an Ash Wednesday service, 

which is on February 26, 2020. Children’s Choir will sing for Easter, which is on April 12, 2020. 

 

Finance: Bonnie Hosler shared that Council members could look at the treasurer’s report. 

Offerings for January were down. Maintenance is high for January due to Wheeler Mechanical 

bills for boilers and electrical work being done to replace two breakers. Electricity charges are 

still being impacted by budget billing last year when electric usage was high due to temporary 

heating units. A celebration for the Finance Team is that the boilers seem to be working! 

 

Women’s Team: Sam Sutorius shared that the Women’s Team is planning to do a couple 

fundraisers this year. They will be selling SPFCC t-shirts. The Women’s Team is providing 

brownies and desserts for a Place of Grace event on Thursday evening. 

 

Property Team: Gary Yeiter reported that the flooring outside the classrooms is almost finished. 

The baseboards need some work, but almost finished. 

 

Fellowship Team: Ann Ambler shared that the Fellowship Team met Sunday. The Fellowship 

Team continues to send thinking of you cards and sent out valentines. There is a sign up sheet in 

the foyer to take meals to Gary and Cindy Yeiter. Ann visited shut-ins at Heritage, etc. this 

month. The Fellowship Team will continue to send cards and make visits. Fellowship Friends 

groups are meeting and doing well. The goal for Fellowship Friends is to get people to feel 

comfortable and to make connections. The Fellowship Team will attend a Fort Wayne Mad Ants 

basketball game and concert if enough people sign up. There is a sign-up sheet for the Mad Ants 

game in the William Street foyer. The Fellowship Team will continue offering Games Galore the 

first Sunday of the month following service. God has been at work in the Fellowship Team by 

placing several of the team members with shut-in friends at the right time, when they were 

feeling alone and down. 

 

Missions Team: Andy Miller shared that $646 was given in the month of January to 11 families 

through the Samaritan Fund. The Missions Team is prayerfully dreaming about reaching out in 

the community and discerning how to help community problems. The Red Cross has a fire alarm 

installation program in the community with which the Missions Team may help. Andy and 

Cassie Miller are collecting goodies for a March event at Cedarville and will be reaching out to 

SPFCC to help with this.  

 



Men’s Team: Doyle Krieg shared that the pancake and sausage breakfast will be on March 28th. 

The Men’s Team will provide city service brochures at the breakfast. Doyle asked if the 

breakfast should be a set price or a free will offering. Bonnie Hosler and Brian Royer suggested 

that it be a free will offering, so that is the plan. The Men’s Team will make banners, hand out 

flyers, and will make sure the event goes in the paper. Zach Abbott will speak at the Men’s 

Breakfast this coming Sunday.  

 

Children’s Team: Megan Condry shared that the children have been doing special things in their 

classes. The kids’ Christmas movie event went well. The Children’s Team helped organize 

volunteers to provide meals to the Metzger family. The Children’s Team is recruiting volunteers 

to teach the children’s classes. There have been a lot more children in the nursery recently, which 

is a good thing. The Kids’ Winter Gathering was fun. The children have been talking about 

walking in love for Valentine’s Day. Planning is taking place for Easter and Palm Sunday. The 

Festivus event for the youth in January went well and had over 300 students. The youth have had 

friends joining them on Wednesday evenings, and connections are being made. The students who 

attend Homework Help are respectful, focused, and engaged. Relationships have been formed to 

support and encourage parents. United Way paperwork has been filled out. The kids at HKC 

have a lot of energy and excitement. All the kids who attend are friends with one another. Those 

who attend HKC are continuing quiet time with God and are working through the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Zen Hess shared about church security. He clarified a misspoken fact 

about fires in a church that he shared at the last meeting. Zen went to Flint Springs to share with 

the student council regarding servant leadership recently. He has had lots of points of connection 

with congregants through hospital visits and home visits. The Pastoral Support Committee 

started meeting this month and will meet on the first Thursday of each month. This Committee 

consists of Bob Jennings, Andy Miller, Adrian Halverstadt, and Matt Webb. In the coming 

month, Pastor Zen plans to collaborate with the Teaching Team to organize “Deep Dives” over 

the Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments, etc. for the year, including membership class. Zen plans 

to work with the Teaching Team to plan a community-wide event regarding Christianity in the 

Middle East to be held on March 9. Zen also plans to collaborate with the Worship Team to plan 

and carry out Ash Wednesday service. Worship Team is overseeing website design and 

possibilities for redesigning. Zen has seen God at work in his sermon preparation through the 

way God is working this together and helping it meet the congregation is powerful and 

transformative. The Holy Spirit is working to open up passages and enlivening people’s own 

sense that God can still speak to them through Scripture.  

Brian Royer asked when the commissioning of Council should take place, and it was decided 

that this will take place on February 16th. Zen will check to see if Adrian can be here this 

Sunday. If not, commissioning will take place on February 23rd. 

Ann Ambler gave an update on the organ after the organ technician was here today. She shared 

that there are currently three main issues with the organ. There are three options: 1) repair the 

organ, 2) buy a used organ, or 3) buy a new organ. Council directed Ann to take this information 

to the Worship Team for the team to decide what next steps should be.  



 

Megan Engle shared information that Adrian Halverstadt passed onto her. The Narrow Gate 

courses will be offered beginning in September 2020 at Christ the King Episcopal Church in 

Huntington. The courses are one Friday each month from September through May. If anyone is 

interested, see Megan Engle or Adrian Halverstadt for more information. 

 

Ann Ambler presented Council with a newspaper article she recently read about church safety 

and is concerned about safety at the church. The SPFCC Property Team is reviewing the 

Emergency Plan and is working on implementing it. SPFCC wrote the Emergency Plan to be 

proactive. After some Council discussion, Pastor Zen shared that there is always a balance 

between being proactive and trusting God calling us to welcome all and not live in fear. Pastor 

Zen will send onto Council some documents about church security to which he has been 

referring. Ann will send the newspaper article she referenced onto the Property Team. Bonnie 

Hosler shared that Zen is to attend the February 25th Property Team meeting.  

 

Megan Condry led us in The Road Back to You discussion. She opened with a prayer and then 

asked questions of the Council members relating to the reading from the book. Council had some 

discussion about chapters 1 and 2 of The Road Back to You. It was shared that the SNAP 

practices in the book have been helpful. Learning to sit with the uncomfort, which is where 

growth happens, is helpful, too. The book discussion closed with Brother Dave’s prayer. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 


