
St. Peter’s First Community Church Council Minutes 
March 10, 2020 

 
 
Members present: Ann Ambler, Megan Condry, Megan Engle, Adrian Halverstadt, Zen Hess, 
Andy Miller, Adam Myers, Brian Royer, Samantha Sutorius 
 
Brian Royer opened us in prayer. 
 
Brian Royer welcomed Adam Myers to the meeting as the representative for the Property Team. 
Brian reminded Council members to have a team member come to the meeting when the team 
leader is not able to do so. 
 
The February minutes were approved. 
 
Worship: Brian Royer shared that the Worship Team is looking at their list of team duties to see 
if there is anything to add or remove. Ann Ambler shared that the Worship Team decided to pay 
for two repairs to the organ out of the organ fund. Brian Royer shared that the Worship Team 
discussed keyboard options, too. There was some discussion about whether or not issues with the 
organ are connected to the organ or electrical issues. It is not certain yet, but the plan is to let the 
organ technician finish his work and then electrical issues can be checked. Pastor Zen shared that 
about forty people were present at the Ash Wednesday service to share in communion, ashes, 
and confession. Brian Royer shared that the Worship Team discussed a scholarship fund to cover 
expenses of those in the congregation needing help paying for church events. Brian Royer shared 
that the Worship Team is looking at new options for the website. The Worship Team is working 
with the Finance Team to determine the best route going forward for online giving. Brian shared 
that Marilyn Rumple joined the Worship Team. The Worship Team reviewed her time and 
responsibilities with her, and she is doing great! 
 
Women’s: Sam Sutorius shared that Marcia Herzog has joined the Women’s Team. The 
Women’s Team will be doing a couple new fundraisers. One of these will be selling Bechsteins’ 
ham loaf. Order forms will be in the bulletin this Sunday and next Sunday. Selling SPFCC t-
shirts is another fundraiser, and Barb Derr has gotten a few orders for shirts. Planning for the 
Ladies’ Tea is underway. Tickets will be on sale at the end of March. 
 
Property: Adam Myers shared information about the Emergency Plan. A letter is ready to be 
passed out to those the Property Team would like to have on the Medical Response Team. The 
Property Team is working on getting numbers for doors that are approved by historic 
preservation organizations. Lightning damage on the tower will be fixed in the next couple 
weeks. The Property Team is trying to fix electrical issues properly and is trying to make sure 
that if people are volunteering to do tasks that they will actually complete these tasks. Otherwise, 
the Property Team will hire outside companies or individuals to fix issues. The Property Team 
plans to contact Girl Scouts about laying out a floor plan for the SPFCC building. Some other 
options for a floor plan for the building were mentioned. It was also mentioned that Girl Scouts 
could possibly raise funds toward an AED for SPFCC since Girl Scouts are using our building 



space. Adam shared that Property Team projects, such as Mission Room flooring, the men’s 
restroom updates, etc. are being completed.  
 
Fellowship: Ann Ambler shared that the Fellowship Friends groups have been meeting. The 
Fellowship Team will further discuss the Fellowship Friends groups at their next meeting. Lunch 
Bunch is set to take place on April 7th. The Fellowship Team will work together to serve the 
meal, and several shut-ins will be transported to the luncheon. Twelve congregants participated 
in the Mad Ants/Newsboys and Mandesa concert recently. Preparations are underway for Easter 
bags/baskets for our shut-in friends. Mugs and home visits will take place in April. 
 
Missions: Andy Miller shared that eleven households were served through the Samaritan Fund in 
February. Celebrate Recovery continues to run smoothly with about 40 individuals weekly. The 
Cedarville event was cancelled, so they are trying to figure out what to do with the food that was 
made. Flint Springs donations are being collected. An Alpha group will be starting soon led by 
Matt and Eva Webb. The Huntington Homeless Shelter was opened last night. Pastor Zen shared 
that nobody ended up being able to stay last night. The shelter is not open tonight because there 
are no volunteers. A permanent shelter will require staff. Many churches and organizations are 
coming together to help. There is a website set up to go and check to see if the shelter is open 
each night. Lois Cannon, pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church, is overseeing the homeless 
shelter ministry. The major at the Salvation Army is also helping with the homeless shelter, and 
Eric Garber is overseeing transportation for the shelter. The hope is to have a permanent shelter 
for next winter. Andy has been checking in with the missionaries that SPFCC supports to see 
how they are doing.  
 
Teaching: Adrian Halverstadt shared that the Peace in the Holy Land gathering was last night. 17 
individuals were in attendance. The Teaching Team may plan a day of prayer for May 5th 
election day and possibly again in November. 
 
Men’s: Brian Royer gave the report for Doyle Krieg. The Sausage and Pancake Breakfast will be 
a free will offering. Orion McCormack will speak at this Sunday’s Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Zen 
shared that he asked Doyle if he needs anything. Doyle could use help at his home at 9:30 am 
tomorrow, Wednesday, morning if anyone can help. 
 
Children’s: Megan Condry shared that children’s teachers and helpers slots are being filled 
through summer. There has been a boom in the nursery, which is good. Kali Cocklin will be 
baptized this Sunday. Friday, March 27th, there will be a kids’ movie night from 6-8 p.m. There 
will be a gathering in May to celebrate. The Children’s Team is encouraged by connection the 
kids make. The youth went to the Ash Wednesday service and had a good conversation 
afterward. The youth will help with Blessings in a Backpack on April 1st. Homework Help is 
going well. Relationships are being built over time. The first group of students is seniors. 
Teachers appreciate Homework Help. Homework Help is supporting parents more. Pray for a 
Homework Help family that recently lost a family member. The United Way grant for this 
funding cycle is due on Friday. Prayers for that are appreciated. The end of year celebrations are 
being planned. HKC is filled with energy, excitement, and friendship. The HKC kids are 
memorizing Scripture.  
 



Pastor’s Report: Pastor Zen shared that he is excited about the comprehensive planning meeting 
with center for congregations that will happen soon. It is possible we could receive funding in a 
grant through Indiana Sacred Places. Zen is working with Brian Royer, the Indiana Sacred Places 
Team, and Property Team to see about applying for this grant. Pastor Zen submitted a proposal 
to Christian Century for the worship workshop and how the sanctuary teaches us about God. It 
has been passed onto the editors. Pastor Zen will be working with the Worship Team for Good 
Friday and Easter services. Good Friday service will be at 7:30 p.m. Membership classes will 
start on April 19th. Megan Condry is leading the class on April 19th. Megan Engle is leading the 
class on May 3rd. Gary Newton will be preaching at SPFCC on April 19th or May 3rd. Sharon 
Metzger may preach on the other date. Pastor Zen has seen God at work through the community 
coming together to make the homeless shelter work. Zen shares that Bonnie Hosler’s mother has 
passed away. Prayers for Bonnie are appreciated. Don Malone had surgery today and is 
recovering well. Prayers for Don are appreciated, too.  
 
Items for Discussion: 
 
Adam Myers shared information about security at SPFCC. He shared that the Property Team is 
discussing having the ushers roam the building during worship service and possibly locking the 
Etna doors to the stairs during service to prevent someone from getting to the kids quickly. There 
is a possibility that we would have someone sit at the William Street door during service to 
monitor who is coming in during service. There was some discussion about cameras, but cameras 
are expensive and we would likely need to designate a separate person to watch the cameras 
during service. It may be better to have a friendly smile as a greeting rather than a camera 
monitoring activities. If we lock the Etna Avenue doors during service, we can still have a 
welcoming church. If you have other ideas or suggestions about security, let the Property Team 
know. 
 
Adam Myers asked if Council has a Property Team wish list. If there are things teams want the 
Property Team to complete or ideas that have been brainstormed, let the Property Team know. 
 
Some discussion was had about bulletin announcements and verbal announcements. When 
announcements are made, try to keep them as concise and clear as possible. Be sure to state who 
you are, how to contact you, and what team or group you are representing.  
 
Adrian Halverstadt led discussion about The Road Back to You. Many individuals in the group 
shared their experiences and thoughts as they read through chapters 3, 4, and 5 of the book. 
There was some discussion about the SNAP practice and about using centering prayer for 
awareness. The book discussion was closed with Brother Dave’s prayer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 


