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Nearness 



Keep in your prayers: 

• Dean Stonebraker as he undergoes rehabilitation at Heritage Pointe in 
Huntington.  

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             
requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 
megane@spfcc.org to let her know.* 

About The Evangel 
 

The Evangel is a quarterly publication that provides St. Peter’s First Community Church with teachings and    
devotions, updates from teams and missionaries, and a preview of upcoming ministry opportunities and church 
activities.  
 

This quarter’s theme is “Nearness”. The cover art and devotion entries will all circle around this theme. In the 
book of James, we read “draw near to God and God will draw near to you” (4:8). May we all draw nearer to 
God in all things. 
 

This edition is for September, October, and November of 2019. 
 

If you’d like to learn more about the content of this edition or to contribute to future Evangels through art,   
poetry or devotional writings, please contact Megan Engle at MeganE@spfcc.org.  
 

About St. Peter’s First 
 

Mission 

St. Peter’s First Community Church is a covenant community committed to glorifying God by building up the 
body of Christ and helping others in our world and neighborhood become followers of Jesus.  
 

Covenant 

We covenant with one another to seek God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to obey His Word, 
and to witness the good news of Jesus Christ to the world around us. This we do through the power of the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us by the Father to glorify the Son, looking forward toward the triumph of              
righteousness and eternal life. 

Allie Ramsay writes about the painting she created for the cover of this edition, “Nearness to me is being 
warmed by the fire without being consumed by it. It is being comforted and adored by the mother. It is               
opening ourselves up enough for God to come in and get sacred work done through us, in ways big and 
small. As you reflect on this piece, I invite you to answer this question: like Moses needed to remove his 

sandals on holy ground, what do I need to remove in my life in order to more fully feel God’s presence and 
hear God’s call to action?” 

Financial Summary: 

Giving through July 31, 2019 

 Unified Budget 125,685.33 

Building & Improvement 3,538.80 

Cemetery 4,532.50 

Samaritan Fund 1,606.52 

mailto:MeganE@spfcc.org


"Come near to God and he will come near to you.” — James 4:8 
 

      In Christ, God has drawn near to us. He has also revealed the way we draw near to God. Think of all the 

times Jesus is approached with questions about the law, about politics, or about ethics. What is his response? 

Love God, love neighbor. What is the way we draw near to God? Love. 

      There is a difference in knowing about God and knowing God. The Scriptures teach us what we should 

know about God. We must live the Scriptures in order to know God. What does that mean? It means loving 

your neighbor in tangible ways: giving, feeding, clothing, sheltering, and listening. Living the Scriptures means 

sharing the good news about God’s love to people by telling them how God has loved you specifically. Living 

the Scriptures means reading the good book in order to live the good life it teaches. As Matt Miofsky says, 

“You’ll find that as you lead people more deeply into Jesus, you’ll love him all over again.” If you follow James’s 

argument through chapter one, he addresses misunderstandings about God by first pointing people to see 

who God is (James 1:13-18) and then tells them to live accordingly (James 1:19-27). I assume he was ushering 

people from knowing about God to knowing God. 

      A recent study discovered that people who watch an instructional video several times feel overly confident 

about their ability to do what they saw in the video. Watching a video of someone doing a dance is a far cry 

from doing the dance, isn’t it? Similarly, do we know someone just because we’ve read their posts on           

Facebook or heard someone else talk about them? Think about the people you know best. You’ve come to 

know them deeply because you’ve spoken with them, worked alongside them, and accomplished things with 

them. You’ve embraced them and eaten with them and argued with them. Coming near enough to know God 

requires the same kinds of things. This is why prayer is vital to coming near to God. As Scot McKnight puts it, 

“At the bottom, prayer is simple. It is loving communication with God.” Coming near to God means talking less 

about God and speaking more with God, both individually and congregationally. 

      All of this sounds like a lot to take on. People often respond to the question “How are you?” with a peculiar 

answer. They say, “Busy!” Fortunately, I do not think coming near to God will take much time. Coming near to 

God, ultimately, is a challenge to discover God at work in every aspect of your life. Are you busy because you 

work a lot? Fine. Speak with God at work. Share the gospel at work. Serve your coworkers well, with patience 

and humility. Are you busy because your kids are young and need lots of attention? Great. Teach them to pray 

and sing psalms. Help them participate during worship. Give them opportunities to serve others. Are you busy 

because you are over involved in other things? Okay. Leverage those connections to share Christ with others. 

Pray for wisdom about how the things you do are opportunities to love God’s people. 

      Coming near to God is—or should be—the most central objective of our life. If anything stands in its way, 

we must let it go. James finishes his thought about coming near to God by saying “Purify your hearts, you         

double-minded.” In other words, we must be single-minded about coming near to God. God has come near to 

us. Now, it’s our turn. 

 

            Every blessing, 

             Pastor Zen  



Children’s Update 
*Our Children’s Ministry Kickoff held on Sunday, August 11th, 
was a great celebration!  The prayer time during the service 
was a beautiful start to the year.  It was so encouraging to see 
the congregation praying over families and the parents praying 
over their children.  Thanks for your continued support of the 
SPFCC Children’s Ministry. 

Our children’s classes are: 

 Nursery (Infant – age 3) 

 Little Discoverers (Preschool/Pre-K) 
 Young Explorers (K-2nd grade) 

 Kids Ignite (3rd-5th grade) 

*We again want to thank our 
new and returning children’s 
ministry volunteers.  We are 
so thankful for all the time,        
energy, and prayers you will 
invest in our kids this year.  If 
you are interested in joining     
our volunteer team please let 
Megan Condry know.   

*Looking Ahead: 

    -Saturday, September 21st: Kid’s Movie Night, 5:00-8:30 pm   

    -Friday, October 25th: Family Gathering, 5:30-7:30 pm 

Celebration Moment:  It was a joy to wrap up the summer with 
a visit to MudLOVE!  Throughout the 
day, I was encouraged by the way 
the kids were asking questions and 
all they were grasping about life, 
faith, and service. Seeing their faces 
light up when they realized how 
many weeks of clean water we were 
providing through our fun                  
purchases was truly a highlight.  It’s 
encouraging to see the kids wearing 
their MudLOVE bands and sharing 
about them with others!   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Youth Update 

*Middle and high school students gather each Wednesday 
evening from 6:30-8:00 pm to grow together, dig deeper into 
God’s Word, and share friendship and encouragement.   

*Looking Ahead:  

 -Helping with Blessings in a Backpack 

 -Annual Friendsgiving Meal 

Celebration Moment:  I am encouraged by the truths the youth 
remember from week to week!  It is awesome to hear them 
explaining things they have learned about our great God and 
making connections to where they see God at work in their 
everyday lives.  

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings from 
6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  Kids will 
enjoy a fun-filled evening as they learn more about our great 
friend, Jesus, through games, activities, small groups, and 
more.    

*Looking Ahead: 

 -HKC Fall Party (hayride, campfire, games, and fun)! 

Celebration Moment:  We had a great summer connecting with 
the kids every other week!  The kids were so excited each time 
we gathered to learn more about God and connect with their 
friends.  We wrapped up the summer fun with a wonderful 
evening enjoying God’s creation.  The kids enjoyed paddleboat 
rides, making s’mores at the campfire, and spending time        

together! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 

*Homework Help has kicked off its 7th year!  We’ve had a great 
start to the year with many familiar faces and new ones, too.  
The program is for middle and high school students and meets 
Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*Back to School Snacks: Each day the students receive a snack 
and drink to stimulate their minds and bodies for their studies.  
If you would like to help us keep our pantry stocked, please 
drop off items in the box in the Fellowship Hall.  Drink ideas: 
juice boxes, Kool-Aid jammers, Hi-C, or any other small           
individual bottles.  Snack ideas: individually packaged items like 
chips, Pringles, cookies, crackers, granola bars, etc. 

*A major part of the program is the relationships and            
connections that form between the students and adult             
volunteers.  This program would not be possible without our 
amazing volunteers.  We invite SPFCC to provide volunteers on 
Thursday afternoons this fall.  See the sign up sheet in the           
William St. foyer and sign up to help once a week, once a 
month, or on specific dates that work with your schedule.          
Together we can provide support, encouragement, and          
assistance to the students on Thursday afternoons.  Contact 
Megan Condry for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  We’ve had a great start to the new year!  
One student recently said, “I’ve been waiting for Homework 
Help to start!  I’m so glad I can come here and get my            
homework done because I get way too distracted at home.  It’s 
nice to have people nearby to help when I need it too.”     

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



A Letter from Megan Condry  

     Most mornings I begin my day with a walk to wake up, center myself, and prepare for the day.  I pray to remind myself that this is the 
day God has created and to invite the Holy Spirit into the day ahead.  I then pop my headphones in, letting the worship songs speak truth, 
hope, and life over me.  Some of my favorite songs have been found on these morning walks as I hear a new song for the first time.  A few 
weeks after we had landed on a theme for this Evangel, a new sang came on that stopped me in my tracks.  I listened to most of the song, 
letting the words wash over me, and then looked at the title: Nearness.  A smile came as I let out a little laugh.  I was reminded that God is 
so intricately woven into the smallest things, like the title of a song.  There is something about music that God uses to speak to my heart 
and I have listened to that song hundreds of times since that morning.   

I stand with so many questions     Comforter, you are to me   
But you know all of the answers    Shelter from the cold   
And whether this side of heaven    Constant, how you carry me  
I know that you are the healer    Never letting go    
And my heart will stay steadfast    You are with me   
I know that you are good     Your voice holds me together  
And my heart will stay steadfast    When I feel like I’m falling apart 
I know that you are good 

     As I listened to these lyrics over and over again, I began to wonder about the story behind the song.  What birthed these lyrics?  It didn’t 
take long to find a clip from Jenn Johnson, the artist, sharing about the song and I’ve listened to that almost as many times as the actual 
song.  There is something about story that draws us together.  Jenn shared that the song came from a season when so many people around 
her were hurting and walking through hard things.  She shares that she wanted to sing something over them, that even though she didn’t 
know the same pain, she felt deeply for them.  The lyrics were the cry of her heart and I think they are the cry of our hearts too.  Whatever 
season you are in and whatever you are walking through right now, we’ve all got questions.  We want to understand, especially when things 
just don’t make sense.  The most beautiful part of the interview with Jenn came when, with tears in her eyes, she says “I have some            
questions.  When I don’t know what to pray or say, I know that you are good.”  Proclaiming the goodness of God through tears; so beautiful.  
All too often I get stuck thinking that declaring ‘God you are good’ needs to be said in a triumphant, loud, smiling, joyful place, but more 
often than not the beautiful declaration of God’s goodness comes in the valley, in the unknown, in the questioning, and in the place when 
we are grasping onto Him when everything else seems to be falling apart.  Clinging and holding onto the truth that God is good feels so 
lovely, true, and honest.  As she continued to speak through tears, Jenn Johnson uttered these words.  “His voice.  Him holding us, that 
steadies us, and keeps us through whatever it is.  People just need to know that He’s good and you’re going to get through this.”   
     At one point in the song, Jenn continues to sing the word Emmanuel, God with us, over and over again.  With the instrumental music in 
the background, it’s like a loving embrace from God.  It’s the reminder that we are not alone and that God is near.  In all things; God is near.  
There is something about the nearness of God that brings comfort to my soul.  God is near.  Period.  There isn’t a second part to that         
sentence; no but or only when.  God is near, ever and always.  Even when we don’t feel it and don’t believe it, the truth remains, that God is 
near.  Isn’t that ridiculously amazing and freeing?  In those moments when we don’t know what to pray, God is near.  In the times when we 
have no idea what to say or do as we walk through the pain, God is near.  When we are shouting, through our tears, “God where are you?”  
He hears, He holds, and He is near.  For me, it’s like the picture of a child crying in his/her room, angry, upset, hurt, or frustrated.                
Sometimes we just have to sit in that place and yet, whenever we are ready, like the child, we open the door, and run into the arms of a 
parent who was waiting outside the door, crying with us.  That is God.  He is always at the door, crying with you, ready to embrace and hold 
you, for as long as you need.   
     A few weeks after discovering Nearness, and after learning of so many painful and hard things happening in the lives of the people 
around me, I felt filled with so many questions.  I turned to a temporary escape, to not think about it for a moment, when I came across this 
post by Ann Voskamp.   
     “When you’re near giving up – God is nearer.  When you don’t know how much longer you can hang on – long for God.  When you feel 
discouraged – feel your way through the dark to Him. God has brought you through 100% of your impossible days – don’t doubt for even 1 
second that He will stop now.  When you’re near giving up, God is nearer.”  
     At that moment, a rush of emotion ran through me, and I just wept.  Truth does that to us doesn’t it?  Truth reminds us that God is very 
near.  I cried because God cared enough to have me scroll across that post in that moment.  I cried because of the very real reminder of 
God’s goodness.  I cried for my friends and neighbors and the hard things they are going through right now.  I cried because, well, the tears 
just came, and sometimes tears draw me closer to God, because I know he cries with me.  God is near.  
     “Starting from scratch, he made the entire human race and made the earth hospitable, with plenty of time and space for living so we 
could seek after God, and not just grope around in the dark but actually find him.  He doesn’t play hide-and-seek with us.  He’s not remote; 
he’s near.  We live and move in him, can’t get away from him!  One of your poets said it well: ‘We’re the God-created’” (Acts 17:26-28, 
MSG).   
     Friends, God is near.  God is on the other side of the door, crying with you, and ready to hold you in His arms.  He made you.  He loves 
you and you are never alone.  I think sometimes we need permission to have questions.  Sometimes we need to be reminded that we can 
declare the goodness of God through tears while sitting in a place of utter confusion and chaos.  He knows, He hears, and He is near.  If you 
are in one of those seasons where you don’t feel Him near, just know that He is and that you’ve got brothers and sisters who may not know 

what to say or pray but that we are here.  We are crying with you, we are holding you, and we will do our best to continue to remind you 
of God’s nearness.  Sometimes God chooses to use the embrace of a friend or the words in a card or the 
lyrics of a song to remind us of His nearness to us. Thank goodness for the ways God is near.   



A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.”                 

Psalm 27:4 

      “All done, Mom?” two-and-a-half year old Emmitt yells, opening the door and letting himself into my bathroom, as I        
finish taking a shower. On most days, after a few minutes of whatever my sweet boy has been engaged in playing, the toys, 
books, or other objects of entertainment become less important than coming to find his momma. He wants to come find me 
above all else. Sometimes it frustrates me that even when he’s been playing peacefully otherwise or when Daddy is there to 
help him with whatever task may be at hand, Emmitt must come find me rather than giving me another ten minutes to finish       
showering and get ready in peace. Thankfully, most days, God helps me realize that Emmitt comes to find me because he 
loves me and wants to be near me. My response is then one of love and understanding rather than one of annoyance or       
displeasure.  

      At ages four and two, our kids learn to know God from their Daddy and from me more than they do from anyone else. 
While the Bible stories we read to them are wonderful, our actions and attitudes throughout the day influence them more than 
any story we will ever read. My presence with them, in more ways than I realize, indicates God’s presence with them. My 
nearness to them indicates God’s nearness to them. My verbal acknowledgement that I love them when we all play nicely  
together on the floor and when we scream at one another creates in them an awareness of God’s unconditional love and       
presence. As I more fully grasp the fact that I am showing them, in every action I do or do not take, the true nature of God, I 
realize how important it is to draw near to God and to verbally acknowledge God’s presence. As we sit, laugh, play, and 
scream, God is encouraging me to proclaim to my kids, “God is always near, and He is loving you in this moment.” There is 
no greater gift. And, when this is the message we share, then even when I too quickly get angry with them for being kids or 
when I get too wrapped up in washing dishes to get down on their level when they ask, they’ll realize that God doesn’t anger 
as quickly or get caught up with less important tasks as often as their imperfect mother does.  

      As they watch and learn from everything I do, they learn that God is present through my words and through my actions. 
They learn He is near when they see me read His Word, when they hear me pray to Him, and when I ask them, “Where did 
you see God today?” and then share with them my answer to the same question. God is teaching me that the nearer I draw to 
Him, the better I am able to discern to whom He is calling me to draw near and the more fully He equips me to patiently and 
lovingly draw near to those who desire for me to be near to them. I don’t think God calls us to mourn the loss of moments of 
nearness as they pass by, although I am often guilty of this, but I do think He calls us to linger in these moments.  

      As I ask God to help me be present, near in Spirit, to those around me the way that God 
is near to me, the message I continue hearing from God is to treasure the doing a little more 
and the getting it done a little less. I am grateful that dwelling with God helps make what He 
has for me to do more clear. If there is less to get done, it is easier to treasure the doing. As I 
draw near to God by continuing to make it a priority to spend five minutes in quiet, listening 
to Him, each morning, I am better able to hear His voice throughout the day, and I’m more 
easily able to answer the question about where I see God at work each day. As I spend time 
listening to God, He encourages me not to add one more item to my agenda that I may be 
able to squeeze in, but instead to limit my agenda items so that I may treasure the doing of 
the simple things…like focusing on and listening to my kids when they tell me where they 
saw God that day or when they come barging into my bathroom to be near to me, even when 
I’m in the shower. I’m learning to linger with my kids by sitting beside them and watching 
their shenanigans the whole time they take a bath rather than trying to get a couple more 
things accomplished, by lying beside their bed at night for a few extra minutes to discuss 
whatever is on their mind, and by letting my agenda be rearranged so that I can play catch 
and then Barbies and then “Mom and Dad” with my kids while they want me to be near!  

      At this precious age, while my kids long to be near to me, one of the ways I can invest my time in them most wisely is to 
help them learn to linger in God’s nearness to us, so that they may seek above all else to dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of their lives. I hope that by lingering in God’s nearness, when my kids need help with a task or when they tire of playing 
with their toys, they’ll know that I am always there to guide them, but that ultimately they will learn to seek out God above all 
else…longing to dwell in His house, even in Jesus’s bathroom while He is in the shower if that is when they most need Him, 
all the days of their lives. I’m certain that God is drawing us near not only when it is convenient for Him, but at all times. May 
we practice nearness with one another in the moment, as God makes us aware of others who are in need of a friend to be near, 
instead of only practicing nearness when it fits well into our schedule. 

      How is God calling you to draw near to Him? Maybe He is calling you to spend five minutes listening to Him each         
morning. Maybe He is making it evident that a certain activity needs to be cut from your life in order to allow Him to draw 
you near. Or, maybe He simply wants you to tell Him openly and honestly what your heart desires. However God draws us 
near, may we make it our utmost desire to seek Him out above all else. As you linger in God’s presence, what is He calling 
you to treasure doing? To whom is He calling you to draw near? May it be our prayer, as the body of Christ, that when we are 
closely connected to the Source, we are able to treasure the doing, the journey, the adventure that God has laid out for us and 
that along the path down which He leads us, we are drawing others nearer to Christ, that they, too, may long to dwell in the 
house of the Lord forevermore. Amen.           ~ Megan Engle  



Birthdays 

09/02, Aden Kalhoefer 

Ray Scribner 

Richard Strick 

09/03, Lauren Baker 

09/04, Efford Hamilton 

09/05, Drew Morrison 

09/07, JR Flynn 

09/10, Ryan Gatchel 

09/12, Mo Flynn 

Mary Lapetina 

Kevin Shoemaker 

09/14, Mike Lyons 

09/15, Phil Engle 

Susan Enyeart 

Anne Malone  

Ari Tucker 

09/19, Jeff Foust 

09/20, Jane Collins 

09/21, Marjorie McDaniel 

Leslie Nicola 

09/22, Connie Baumgardner 

Freda Martin 

09/24, Lynn Gamble 

09/26, Kathy Krieg 

09/27, Carla Bostel 

09/28, Erica Myers 

09/29, Andy Miller 

09/30, Nancy Mackowski 
 

Anniversaries 

09/01, Josh & Abigail          
Nicholson 

09/04, Rick & Nancy Riggs 

09/08, Brian & Betsy Royer 

09/09, Eric & Jessica Tippy 

09/14, Jim & Jody Kramer 

09/18, Jay & Karen Rinehart 

09/29, Phil & Megan Engle  
  

Birthdays 

10/01, Barbara Reed 

10/02, Brittany Krieg 

10/06, Janet Dalrymple 

Sandy Hacker 

10/08, Cora Sult 

10/13, Paula Bittner 

10/17, Sharon Kocher 

10/19, Adrian Halverstadt 

Dana Meyer 

10/22, Shari Brinneman 

10/28, Kay Flick 

10/29, Chris Freeman 

Larry Heister 

Oliver Metzger 

10/31, Charley Baker 

 

Anniversaries 

10/03, Adrian & Kelly          

Halverstadt 

10/12, Homer & Vicki Patrick 

10/14, Don & Cora Sult 

 

Birthdays 

11/02, Rod Myers 

Linda Stephan 

11/03, John Heiney 

11/06, Don Malone 

11/09, Bob Heiney 

11/11, Rose Sneary 

11/13, Cindy Hildebrand 

11/15, Kenny Foust 

Susan Meyer 

11/16, Josh Flynn 

Kristie Johnson 

11/17, Christopher Royer 

11/18, Tom Jennings 

11/19, Ron Schenkel 

11/21, Trever Davison 

11/22, Rhonda Foust 

Tom Hosler 

Gary Yeiter 

11/23, Jamie Cocklin 

Megan Engle 

Vera Miller 

11/24, Diane Hill 

Betsy Royer 

Marland Sell 

Jesse Singleton 

11/25, Jill Gamlin 

Sharon Rivers 

11/26, Adam Myers 

Dan Stephan 

11/28, Jerome Mackowski 

11/30 Jennifer Braun 

 

Anniversaries 

11/12, Mike & Tracy Krieg 

11/26, Art & Brandy 

Kalhoefer 

11/29, Ron & Dianna           

Whitesell 
  



FALL 2019 CALENDAR 
 

 

September - 

 14th at 9:00 am - YMCA-Drovertown 5K  

 15th following worship service - Congregational Meeting 

 17th at Trinity United Methodist Gathering Place - Wellness Support Group Meeting 

 21st from 5:00-8:30 pm - Kids’ Movie Night 

 22nd at 12:30 pm - Golf Outing at Dogwood Glen 

October -  

 2nd at 12:00 pm - Lunch Bunch 

 6th from 2:00-4:00 pm - Cornhole Competition 

 25th from 5:30-7:30 pm - Family Gathering 

 27th following worship service - Soup Luncheon 

November -  

 3rd - All Saints’ Day 

 10th - SPFCC 2020 Budget Available 

 10th - Euchre Tournament 

 17th following worship service - Congregational Meeting 

Missionary Spotlight - Jeff and Jennifer Ott and family 

"God is with us, we are not alone. Christ is present here, His Spirit moves within us.                                                                  

Let us give thanks to God, in memory and hope." 
 

      Our family regularly sings this simple song written by one of our favorite 

musicians Tom Wuest. It's a simple reminder that we are not alone. A           

reminder that the life we live here in Italy is a life WITH God. This truth is one 

that God continues to teach us in the midst of the highs and lows of life        

overseas. What has been remarkable is the way that this simple truth seems to         

permeate everything we do in ministry.  

      Recently one of the young men that we have been discipling was               

overwhelmed with questions about life and faith. He himself is a man new to 

faith in Jesus and was asking things like, "What should I do with my life? 

Where should I go? How do I respond to this question or that? Why am I here?" 

These questions were plaguing this young man. As we sat around our table I 

asked one simple question, "What is God saying to you about these questions?" 

He was stunned, he had certainly been taught to pray ABOUT these things, but had never thought that God would actually 

respond. We stopped the conversation and simply asked God what He wanted to say. And the beautiful thing is that God 

responded. God not only responded, but confirmed the very things that this young man had already sensed God was leading 

him to do; God was inviting him to gather and help others read and study the Bible. Out of this small encounter with God 

the seeds of a potentially new church have been birthed. A weekly gathering of young people who are reading and studying 

God's Word has been happening now for a few months! 

      Here in Italy we have found ourselves over and over again inviting people into the reality that God is present and         

willing to actually interact and speak to us. God is with us; we are not alone. We're not simply throwing up prayers and 

crossing our fingers. God wants to have conversations with us. God wants us to live our lives WITH Him, minute to       

minute, day to day. God desires to answer and speak into the deepest questions of our hearts. We have seen several young 

men and women here in Italy discover the reality of God's presence today, here, now...and it's changing their lives. When 

people learn how to listen and discern the voice of God they're often blown away by the reality that God is always and ever           

present. Our prayer is that more Italians would learn to hear and discern the voice of God and would step forward in               

obedience knowing that God is in fact with us and that we do not live life alone. 



 

 

Fellowship Team Spotlight 

Team Members: Ann Ambler - Team Leader, Jennifer Braun, Shari Brinneman, Jill and Kenzie Gamlin, Sally 

Morrison, Sandy Stephan, and Carol White 

The SPFCC Fellowship Team strives to serve the church by developing relationships and ministering to 

those who are ill, our shut-in friends, and the newcomers to our church.  

Ongoing ministries of the Fellowship Team include hosting monthly multigenerational gatherings including a 

TinCaps game, golf outing, Games Galore/board games, Euchre, a corn hole tournament, and decorating 

Christmas cookies. The Fellowship Team prepares and delivers gift bags to SPFCC’s shut-in friends twice a 

year. Fellowship Team members send out monthly “thinking of you” cards, visit shut-in friends, and host a 

new member reception annually. Post cards and church mugs are delivered periodically to new frequent 

attendees to SPFCC who are not yet members. The Fellowship Team hosts a Lunch Bunch event twice a year 

for fellowship amongst congregants. 

Ways the Congregation Can Help the Fellowship Team: Congregational support by attendance at various 

events that the Fellowship Team hosts is appreciated! Prayers for guidance in decisions the Fellowship Team 

makes are welcome, also. Donations of various supplies (such as items for gifts bags for shut-in friends at 

Easter and Christmas) are helpful. Your ideas for SPFCC activities that will help promote fellowship would be 

great, too! 

Teaching Team Spotlight 

Team Members: Adrian Halverstadt - Team Leader, Susy Jennings, Sharon Metzger, and Jenna Strick 

The SPFCC Teaching Team strives to equip all with the knowledge, tools, and desire to pursue a                  

relationship with God.   

An ongoing ministry of the Teaching Team is organizing prayer partners to pray with worship volunteers at  

9 am before service each Sunday and having these prayer partners available after service to pray with           

congregants. Preparing a Lenten Devotional in the weeks before Easter with a time to come together for 

prayer on Wednesdays is another ministry of the Teaching Team. The Team follows the PLOW strategy: P - 

provide the congregation with opportunities for individual and communal PRAYER, L - provide the             

congregation with LEARNING opportunities—small groups/Sunday school/special events, O - ORGANIZE by 

supporting or leading groups that will meet to accomplish these goals, and W - WRITE by producing helpful 

content for the congregation’s continued spiritual maturation.  

Ways the Congregation Can Help the Teaching Team: Share with the teaching team any topics or spiritual 

practices that interest you, and the team will work to incorporate these into future programming. 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

barb@spfcc.org 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“But as for me, it is good to be near God. 
    I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge; 

    I will tell of all your deeds.”  
Psalm 73:28 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

