
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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2018 

“An unjust law is                              

no law at all.” 
St. Augustine 

 

      Candy hearts and cheesy cards 

are but the faintest echo of the real 

heartbeat of Valentine’s Day. 

     In the third century, Roman 

governing authorities issued a law 

that prevented young couples from 

marrying. The law was intended to 

create a better, stronger army, 

because unmarried men fight better 

than married men. They’ve less 

about which to worry. 

     At least one person thought this 

was all wrong. Legend tells us that a 

priest from Rome refused to abide 

by this unjust law. Father Valentine 

secretly married young Christian 

couples. He chose love over military 

might. Eventually, Valentine was 

arrested. After trying to convert the 

emperor, he was executed. 

     Christians are called to be good 

citizens, which usually means not 

breaking the law. Paul encouraged 

us to “do what is right” and “be 

subject to the governing 

authorities” (Romans 13:1-5). 

Interestingly, Paul wrote some 40% 

of his letters from jail. He was 

arrested on several occasions for 

doing what is right in the eyes of 

God, but not in the eyes of sinful 

rulers.  

     Throughout church history, 

Christians have followed Paul’s 

example. They’ve disobeyed rulers 

in order to obey God. In early 

centuries, martyrs refused to 

denounce Christ as Lord or to bow 

down in worship to emperors. In the 

Reformation era, Christians suffered 

exile and execution for questioning 

long-held doctrines and practices. 

Many American Christians defied 

the law of the land in order to set 

slaves free.  

     Though God uses the 

government, rulers are still 

susceptible to sin and evil. The story 

of Scripture, the church, and St. 

Valentine remind us that our 

relationship with worldly rulers is 

more complex than submitting 

without question. Sometimes we 

must choose God’s law of love over 

human law, even if it means we risk 

going to jail or worse. 

     Candy hearts and cheesy cards 

are sentimental reminders of our 

human love. But if we remember the 

story of St. Valentine, we can hear 

the true heartbeat of Valentine’s 

Day: God’s love cannot be stopped, 

not even by unjust laws or sinful 

rulers. Emperor Claudius tried to 

stamp out God’s love by killing St. 

Valentine, like Roman and Jewish 

rulers tried to squash God’s love by 

killing Jesus. It didn’t work, did it? 

So, be good citizens. Pay your taxes. 

Drive the speed limit. Don’t litter. 

But, if the law tells you to go against 

God’s love, be like St. Valentine, 

who was like St. Paul, who was like 

Christ our Lord. Come hell or high 

water, “love never fails”  

(1 Corinthians 13:8 NIV). 

In Christ, 

Pastor Zen 



  February 4 February 11 February 18 February 25 

Snacks Karen Rinehart Cindy Yeiter     

Reader Jenna Strick Jay Rinehart Shari Brinneman Sally Morrison 

Acolyte  Bruner Girls Bailey Baumgardner Kylie Gamlin Claudia Wilson 

Ring Bell  Rick Chesterman Bruner Girls Claudia Wilson Baumgardner kids 

Sound System Phil Engle Brian Royer Drew Morrison David Morrison 

Video Tech Ryan Lemon Barb Baker Sandy Hacker Mike Lyons 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa Harter, 

Jim Hildebrand 
David Morrison, Bonnie 

Hosler, Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr, Adrian 
Halverstadt, David  

Morrison 
Something Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison Tom Jennings 

Announcements  Brian Royer Ann Ambler Jim Ambler David Morrison 

Nursery Helper Maureen Flynn Maitlyn Christman 
Dana Meyer and 

Cassie Miller 
Kasey Davis 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Robin Baker Barb Derr Lauren Baker Dawn Williams 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry Megan Condry Kelly Halverstadt Kelly Halverstadt 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Samantha Sutorius Samantha Sutorius Megan Condry Megan Condry 

Greeter-Wm St  X X X X 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

X X X X 

Usher & Greeters  - 
East 

X X X X 

Usher - Center  X X X X 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

 
 

Birthdays 

02/01, Brian Royer 

Tom Smith 

02/02, Bill Switzer 

02/07, Becky Lyons 

02/08, Bailey Baumgardner 

02/09, Riva Callahan 

Betty Schoeff 

02/10, Sandy Stephan 

02/13, Marilyn Hare 

02/17, Emmitt Engle 

Aliyah Kelsey 

02/18, Joyce Stahl 

02/21, Linda Jennings 

02/23, Gabe Baumgardner 

02/24, Melvin Cox 

02/25, Morgan Whitacre 

 
 

 

Anniversaries 

02/09, Robert & Jane Collins 

02/12, Vern & Theda Neel 

02/20, Gary & Cindy Yeiter 

02/24, Jim & Cindy Hildebrand 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Finance Team: 
 

December 2017 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving   $  20,704  

    Trust Income       $    1,298  

    Miscellaneous Income   $    1,275 

  Expenses:       $  17,133 

   

  YTD Tuck Pointing funds:     $  20,581 

 

Fellowship Team: 
 

The Fellowship Team needs your input for our "Spotlight" section of the        

Evangel. Please fill out a questionnaire when asked by members of the                  

Fellowship Team or pick up a copy on the table in front of the church office. 

This is a great way to "get to know" one another better.  

 

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 
 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Missing Library Books: We have several missing library books and ask you to check at home to see if you 

have any of these: 

 - A Lady in the Making by Susan Page Davis 

 - Fireproof by Eric Wilson 

 - A Battlefield of the Mind (book and DVD) by Joyce Meyer 

 - 100 Ways to Simplify Your Life by Joyce Meyer 

 

 Volunteer Opportunity: In February and March, the Parks Dept. will be hosting its annual events, the Daddy 

Daughter Dance (February 23rd, 24th, and 25th) and Mother Son Extravaganza (March 10th and 11th). 

Volunteers will help with serving food, managing a raffle table, monitoring games and taking tickets at the 

door.  If you have questions or are interested in volunteering for one of the 

nights, please see the flyers on the bulletin board outside the church office or 

contact Andrew Rensberger, Huntington Community Engagement/ Volunteer 

Coordinator at andrew.rensberger@huntington.in.us or 260.356.1400 

ext.2003. 

 

 “Looking for Love” Retreat: Reverend Dianna Teusch is leading a women’s retreat on Saturday, February 

24th from 8:30 am-2 pm at Huntington First Baptist Church, 220 East Market Street, Huntington. Cost of the 

retreat is $25, which includes retreat materials and brunch. Space is limited. Contact Reverend Dianna Teusch 

at (260) 356-7720 or diannateusch@gmail.com to register.  

 

 Save the Date: SPFCC will be volunteering at New Life Meal Ministry, 323 N. Jefferson Street, on Saturday, 

March 31st from 4:30-7 pm. If you have questions or are interested in volunteering for this opportunity, 

please contact Barb Derr or Tracy Blocker. 

 

 Membership and confirmation classes will begin the week of February 12th! If 

you are interested in the upcoming membership or confirmation classes at SPFCC, 

please contact Pastor Zen to discuss these opportunities.  

 

 Want your taxes done for free? Contact Pathfinder Home Ownership Center at (260) 355-2510 or 

taxservice@pathfinderservices.org with questions or to set up an appointment. See the flyer on the bulletin 

board outside the church office for more information.  

 

 If you have not already done so, remember to sign up for Kroger Community Rewards! Once you sign 

up, you will be giving back to SPFCC each time you swipe your Kroger Plus card while shopping at Owen’s/

Kroger. To use the Kroger Community Rewards program, you first need to register your Owen’s/Kroger card 

at www.kroger.com/communityrewards. You can look us up by St. Peter's or #11561.  Contact Becky Lyons 

for help or with questions on how to sign up.  

 

 Volunteers are needed to provide snacks during fellowship time in the next couple months. If you are 

interested in serving in this way, please sign up on the clipboard on the bulletin board outside the office. If 

you would like to purchase snacks, but do not want to be the snack host or vice versa, please see Barb Derr. 

 

 

mailto:andrew.rensberger@huntington.in.us
mailto:diannateusch@gmail.com
mailto:zenxhess@gmail.com?subject=Membership%20and%20Confirmation%20Classes&body=Pastor%20Zen%2C%0A%0AI%20am%20interested%20in%20the%20upcoming%20membership%20and%20confirmation%20classes%20at%20SPFCC.%20


PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 

Please continue to pray for: 

 

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests 

throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let her 

know.* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Ann Ambler: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? SPFCC hasn't always been my home 

church.  I grew up attending the United Methodist Church in Wabash.   

How long have you been a member?  I've been a member of SPFCC close to 48 years.  

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? I would say the friendships I've made 

and the music ministry have kept me engaged with SPFCC.  

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? The times when I've           

experienced God's love would have to be at the birth of my four children and when I've 

lost a loved one.  

How would you express God’s mission for your life? I feel God's mission for my life is            

constantly evolving. If I can be a bright spot in someone's day or lift up their spirits, then I 

feel that's what God wants me to do. 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? I enjoy being with people! I also 

enjoy making or baking things and sharing with others.  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? Seeing an awesome sunrise or sunset will 

often bring a smile to my face.   

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? My favorite thing to do, when I 

get a chance, is to curl up with a good book.  

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? My favorite dessert would have to be Velma 

Myers’ sugar cream pie.  

Extra info:  I have been retired from teaching elementary children going on 18 years! I enjoyed every minute of 

my teaching career, too! Jim and I have been married for 48 years and have four grown children. We have eight 

grandchildren spread all throughout the state and Idaho. I have been a member of Tri Kappa Sorority for over 40 

years, a member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for 17 years, and HCRTA since my retirement. I 

have a 99 year old mother who resides at the Heritage Pointe of Huntington. Jim and I have been on several 

cruises and enjoyed a wonderful trip to Germany to celebrate a friend's birthday several years ago. #1 on my 

bucket list would be to spend 2 weeks in Hawaii. 



 

Children’s Update 
 

*Kids’ Summer Fun: School Edition is coming Friday, March 

2nd, from 6:00-8:00 pm!  Kids, age 4 through those in 6th grade, 

are invited to join us for a Kids’ Summer Fun evening of             

activities, snacks, and discovery.   

*During the month of February, the kids will take part in some 

special activities on Sunday mornings to get them thinking 

about God’s love and ways to share that love with others!   

Celebration Moment:  Recently the kids in the Young Explorers 

class did a little science experiment to get them thinking about 
our amazing God!  They had such a great time laughing and 

standing in amazement.  It was fun for them to see that nothing 

is impossible with God!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 
 

*The program is for middle & high school students and meets 

Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*Snack & Drink Donations:  If you’d like to help us restock our 

Homework Help pantry for the new semester, drop off                      

prepackaged snacks and drinks in the box in Fellowship Hall 

(please no fruit snacks at this time).  We greatly appreciate your 

continued generous support of snacks for the students!     

*With an increase of students and volunteers unable to return in 

the new year, we are looking for additional volunteers to               

provide assistance, support, and encouragement to the students 

in 2018.  The students greatly benefit from the support and  

encouragement from the volunteers.  If you or someone you 

know would be interested in volunteering weekly or as needed, 

please contact Megan Condry.  

Celebration Moment:  One of the greatest joys of the                 

Homework Help program is seeing the growth in the students!  
It’s awesome to see students wanting to do well, putting in their 

best effort, studying for tests, and then celebrating the results of 

their work!  Recently we’ve had several students studying for 
geography tests.  We’ve been working with them, quizzing them, 

encouraging them and it was so great to see them come in             

telling us how well they did on their tests!   

Youth Update 
 

*Time change!  Youth group will now be meeting on                

Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 pm.  All middle and high 

school students are welcome to attend.   

*Festivus, originally scheduled for January, has been postponed 

until March 16-17.  Area youth groups will come together for a 

lock-out all night party.  Travel around Huntington & Ft. 

Wayne for all kinds of games and activities.  It’s not too late to 

sign up!  Grab a registration form or ask Megan for more         

details.    

Celebration Moment: I have been so encouraged by what our 

youth are recalling and retaining from week to week.  During a 
recent review of the fall, the youth could retell the Bible stories, 

main points, and even made connections to their own lives.  I’m 

encouraged by their desire to read, learn, and study God’s 

Word.          

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 
 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 

from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).   

*We are looking for additional volunteers to help on Monday 

evenings in 2018.  If you would be interested in building               

relationships with students, sharing Jesus, and having fun, see 

Megan for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  We’ve been blessed by many beautiful 

celebration moments recently!  From the kids’ enthusiasm to be 

back at HKC, to their great efforts memorizing Scripture, to 

their deep 

conversations 
in small 

groups, we’ve 

been able to 
celebrate with 

the kids the 
work that God 

is doing in 

their lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   

The January Lessons 

     I remember it like it was yesterday, and, yet, sometimes I 

almost forget.  Each January, as the date draws near on the 

calendar, I find myself oddly drawn back to those days.  I 

close my eyes, and I can see it all again.  I’m taken back to a 

different time and place that doesn’t sometimes feel all that 

different from this January.  I’m thankful that each year I am 

reminded of the lessons I learned that January.  

     It was an abnormally warm January, mid 50’s, and, as I 

think back over those first days and weeks, it’s amazing to 

me the things I remember.  Instead of being filled with worry 

or fear, I clearly remember those thoughts were far 

outweighed by the love I found surrounding me.  Countless 

people were there, many not knowing that their simple hug, 

card, call, or offer meant so much.  Each of those moments 

was a tangible reminder of God’s love being poured out on 

me.  Instead of looking back at that January as the hard, 

painful time I experienced a fire, I look back and think of the 

lessons I learned that January.  These are beautiful reminders 

that I carry with me each and every day.   

     Sometimes it’s the moments that you never see coming, 

the ones for which you can’t prepare, that God uses to 

change and transform you.  One of the most beautiful lessons 

I learned that January was the reality of the truth that God is 

faithful.  God was there, through it all, providing beyond 

anything I could have imagined.  God carried me in that 

time, and those first few weeks in a new place, with hardly 

anything, stand out to me as some of the times I was closest 

to the Lord.  God had protected and provided for me in a 

very real and tangible way, and without all my stuff and 

distractions, being with Him was so sweet.  Truths I had 

heard numerous times carried new meaning as I experienced 

God never leaving me and felt His everlasting love 

surrounding me (Deuteronomy 31:6 & Jeremiah 31:3).  I 

remember feeling held, loved, cared for, and blessed rather 

than the weight of loss or pain.   

      I also learned about the beauty of the body of Christ.  I 

did not and could not have gotten through that season alone.  

The gift of receiving took on a whole new meaning, and I 

learned the joy of receiving in a new way.  My eyes were 

opened to how wonderful it is to be thought of, cared for, 

and blessed in those moments.  I’m so thankful for the 

people who walked with me during that time and shared 

meals, clothes, space, time, hugs, and support.  I remember 

fondly, and with much detail, those faces and moments.  I 

learned what it means to walk with people and to be Jesus.  It 

was all those tiny moments working together that provided 

for my immediate needs and also took care of my soul.  The 

ways that people cared for me are reminders and 

encouragement to me as I journey with those around me.  

I’m reminded of what a simple listening ear, phone call, or 

conversation over a meal can mean to someone.  A friend is 

going through a hard time right now, and I asked what I 

could do.  She said, “What I’d really like is for someone to 

sit here with me and cry.”  We did.  We sat there, without 

words, both crying, carrying one another.  Even in the pain, 

it was a beautiful moment and reminder of how much our 

presence matters.  She didn’t need well thought out words or 

a perfect meal or loads of advice. She needed someone to be 

there, with her, in that place.  

     Probably the hardest lesson I learned that January was to 

let go!  I had to release control and trust.  I had to trust that 

God was faithful and was going to take care of me.  I 

couldn’t fix things.  I had to release my tight grip and just be 

held.  I had to release so that I could realize that God was 

using this place, this season, to teach me something.  I had to 

ask myself hard questions about where I find my strength 

and security.  Was I willing to believe that God could use 

even this to reveal more of Himself?  Isn’t God amazing?  

He can use anything to remind us of who He is!  I had to let 

go so that I could truly receive the gifts He was giving 

through others at that time.  This is a lesson I’m continuing 

to learn because it’s easy to try and take back control, but 

I’m reminded that things are so much more beautiful when I 

put my trust in the one who made me.  I find that when I 

open myself up, those new, scary places teach me something.  

I find more and more that this place is holy.   

     I’m thankful for that season and how God used it to teach 

me and draw me nearer to Him.  As the heat went out at the 

church earlier this month, I was reminded of many of these 

same lessons.  God is faithful.  He has provided for us in this 

season especially through the spaces in our building that are 

heated!  We’ve seen everyone be flexible, come alongside 

one another, and fellowship in beautiful ways downstairs.  It 

encourages us to trust God and to let go of our desire to 

control and orchestrate things.  Heat or not, this place is 

holy.  When we come together, learning and growing, 

supporting one another, being Jesus, the warmth that fills 

that space is beautiful.   

     What’s your January lesson?  What date or season stands 

out on your calendar marked not by the pain, loss, or 

brokenness but by the moment that you realized anew that 

God was faithful, God is faithful, and God will always be 

faithful?  When you look back, what time did you feel 

tangibly God’s love, care, and support through the body of 

Christ?  When did you learn to trust God anew?  I hope that 

as you think of those times you remember, alongside the 

pain, God’s faithfulness.  Hold on to the hope and truth that 

this, too, can be redeemed.  God is ever, always, at work, 

using the biggest and the smallest things to remind us of who 

He is.  “Flatten your feet, because nothing in your life is too 

dead for resurrection” (Of Mess and Moxie, 42). 

 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC February Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
8 am-2 pm FH 
and Kitchen 
Rental 
 
 

 

4 
 
 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

 

5 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

6 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
509 
 
7 pm Circle 
 
HH 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm 

Youth Group 
 
HH 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH early 
release 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
8:45 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting  

 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
 

 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
 

HH 

13 
 

SeniorPak Prep 
 
6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 
6:30 pm 
Council 
 
HH 

14 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Service at 
SPFCC 
 
HH 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HH 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

10 am-6 pm 
FH Rental 

18 
 

8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  
 

19 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 
6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
  
HH 

20 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 
 
 
 
HH early 
release 

21 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
HH 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

23 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 

26 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
 

6 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

28 
 

SeniorPak Prep 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

28 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 
 
HH 

   

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
 

“’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength. Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 

commandment greater than these.”                                                                                                                                                                          

Mark 12:30-31 

      This morning is one of those mornings I sit and cry as I 

write because my heart breaks for my kids. My heart 

breaks for them due to the hardships they face, the violence 

and evil they encounter, and the people in this world who 

want to cause them harm. As most mothers would, I would 

do absolutely anything to protect my kids, to keep them 

safe, and to teach them how much God loves them. If I let 

it, this heartbreak I feel for my kids can very easily make 

me feel discouraged and apathetic and can make me desire 

to return evil for evil. I’m so very thankful that God 

continues to teach me over and over again, since I didn’t 

learn His message the first 500 times He told me, that, 

above all else, we are called to love. I find comfort in 

knowing that God feels and understands my pain, as He 

watched His own son suffer and die for our sins, while we 

were still sinners. And, I find comfort in knowing that 

God’s love wins. When the love of Jesus causes you to 

love others deeply, you will be disappointed. Love 

anyway. When the love of Jesus causes you to love others 

deeply, your heart will be broken. Love anyway. When the 

love of Jesus causes you to love others deeply, people will 

insult you, persecute you, and say evil things about you. 

Love anyway. “Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of me,” (Matthew 5:11). Above all else, I pray I’m 

teaching my kids to love with the love of Jesus. 

      I’ve been wrestling with what it looks like to love 

others, even those who hurt us, with the love of Jesus. 

Sometimes it means removing ourselves from situations in 

which we are put into danger. Sometimes it means making 

difficult changes in our lives to rid our lives of negativity. 

Sometimes it means staying right where we are, in the 

midst of danger, and letting God be God. I’m learning that 

in order to love others with the love of Jesus, I must also 

impart the grace that God has imparted to me. And, finally, 

I must trust God and His infinite wisdom. “For the Lord 

gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 

understanding,” (Proverbs 2:6). When you know better, 

you do better. I am thankful that though I fail daily, God 

offers me love, wisdom, and grace and gives me another 

chance the next day to do better loving others with the love 

of Jesus. God has been helping me understand that 

although it may feel like I’m losing the battle when I 

retreat, it is okay to walk away, in love and grace, from 

negative situations that drain my joy. God desires for us to 

be fully His, living in joy and not in fear. I am thankful that 

I do not have to win every battle, or even a single battle, 

because I am confident that God has already won the war. 

He has conquered death and has slain evil, so that we may 

be the winners with Him in eternity forevermore. 

       At times, 

I’m still left 

wondering: 

How do we 

teach others that God desires for us to live in joy and love, 

not fear and shame? How do we share the Good News of 

Jesus Christ with others, especially in those negative 

situations? Often, I get overwhelmed by these questions, 

not knowing exactly how to love and minister to those 

around me. God is, once again, teaching me not to worry 

about the results. The results are His job. Be filled with His 

joy, His peace, His love, and His grace, and leave the rest 

to Him. Spend time in quiet listening to God, reading His 

word, and praying for others. Be respectful. Build one 

another up. Act in obedience to His call, be open to the 

wisdom He imparts, but don’t worry about whether or not 

others know better or do better. We can’t force anyone to 

know Jesus, but we can love others with the love of Jesus. 

All we can do is our part. We can walk in God’s truth and 

hope and pray that by sharing God’s light, a seed is 

planted, and maybe, eventually, a life is changed.  All of 

this reminds me of the Serenity Prayer, written by 

Reinhold Niebuhr:  

      God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 

change; courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to 

know the difference. Living one day at a time; enjoying one 

moment at a time; accepting hardships as the pathway to 

peace; taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I 

would have it; trusting that He will make all things right if 

I surrender to His Will; that I may be reasonably happy in 

this life and supremely happy with Him forever in the 

next.  Amen.  

      In what areas is God calling you to love more deeply? 

Where is God leading you to trust His wisdom more fully? 

To whom is God calling you to offer grace more freely? 

How is God challenging you to walk in step with Him 

more obediently?  

      May we all join in prayer together, “God, give us 

wisdom and understanding. Give us the knowledge of truth 

that comes only from You. Help us to have ears to hear, 

eyes to see, and hearts to truly listen to and obey what it is 

You have for us, rather than the selfish desires to which we 

so desperately cling. May we let go of the fear and shame 

holding us back and instead be filled to overflowing with 

Your joy, love, peace, and grace. May we let Your love 

win. Amen.” Praise God that we know His truth and can 

teach our children that no matter what hardships, 

heartbreak, evil, and toxicity we may face in this life, His 

love always wins! Amen.      ~Megan Engle 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zenxhess@gmail.com  

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

“Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the         

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39  

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
mailto:zenxhess@gmail.com

