
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      I’ve heard someone refer to it as “the 
greatest sermon ever preached.” No less 
of a theologian than Saint Augustine says 
that the hearer of this sermon finds in it 
“a perfect standard for Christian life.” 
Martin Luther King, Jr., often quoted from 
this sermon to remind people of the heart 
of the Gospel. In some sense, this sermon 
is the root of every faithful sermon that 
has sprung out from the heart of 
preachers since. 
      I am referring, of course, to Christ’s 
sermon on the mount. You can read it for 
yourself in Matthew 5-7 (along with the 
strikingly similar, though shorter, sermon 
on the plain in Luke 6:17-49). As you read, 
I am sure you will discover several familiar 
passages: the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Beatitudes, and hard sayings about 
tearing out your own eye when it causes 
you to sin.  
      In the weeks to come, our Sunday 
preaching will be devoted to proclaiming 
what Christ proclaimed in this sermon. 
But, today, I want you to simply reflect on 
the way Jesus communicates with the 
disciples gathered near to him on the 
mount. What does he communicate 
beyond what he says? 
      One thing I really appreciate about the 
ancient interpreters of Scripture is their 

attention to detail. For example, 
Augustine slows way down when he reads 
Matthew 5:2—a passage that, quite 
honestly, I read as an inconsequential 
transition. Augustine wants to know why 
Matthew says both he opened his 
mouth and he taught them? (Translations 
like the NIV and NLT unhelpfully remove 
this redundancy.) It could be, Augustine 
suggests, that Matthew wants readers to 
be aware that the sermon will be a bit 
longer than normal. More likely, however, 
is that Matthew wants the readers to 
recognize God’s new way of speaking to 
humanity. “Now he is said to have opened 
his own mouth,” Augustine writes, 
“whereas under the old law he was 
accustomed to open the mouths of the 
prophets.” God “opened his mouth” and 
communicated directly with humanity.  
      Yet, there is another observation 
about how Jesus delivers the sermon. 
Jesus preaches it from a “mount,” an 
elevated place. Matthew is almost 
certainly making a connection between 
Moses coming down from Mount Sinai 
with the ten commandments and the New 
Moses, Jesus, who preaches the 
commandments of the new covenant 
from this mount. This connection should 
give us reason to pause before we go on 

reading. The words Christ is about to 
speak are for the formation of 
God’s people, like the words Moses carried 
down from the mountain were meant to 
guide the life of Israel. When we read the 
sermon on the mount, it is nearly 
impossible to hear the words as if any 
person or community could live up to  
them. Yet, if Jesus is the New Moses, then 
the words are meant to reveal what kind 
of life God calls us to live, who God calls 
us to be. 
      The questions that remain to be 
answered are important. What is Jesus 
saying in this sermon? And how is it 
meant to shape our own lives right now? I 
hope we can begin to unpack these 
questions in the weeks to come. But, for 
now, I hope only that you will begin to 
read this sermon carefully, giving each 
word the attention it deserves. Let the 
Spirit preach to you through hearing this 
sermon regularly. Sit quietly with the 
confusion it brings, with the questions it 
raises, and with the challenges it poses. 
      This is, after all, Christ’s sermon for us. 
Or, we might say, the Word of God for the 
people of God. Thanks be to God! 
       
    Every blessing, 
    Pastor Zen  



 

 

Birthdays 

02/01, Brian Royer 

Tom Smith 

02/02, Bill Switzer 

02/07, Becky Lyons 

02/08, Bailey Baumgardner 

02/09, Riva Callahan 

02/10, Sandy Stephan 

02/13, Marilyn Hare 

02/17, Emmitt Engle 

02/18, Joyce Stahl 

02/21, Linda Jennings 

02/23, Gabe Baumgardner 

02/24, Melvin Cox 

 

 

Anniversaries 

02/09, Robert and Jane Collins 

02/12, Vern and Theda Neel 

02/20, Gary and Cindy Yeiter 

02/24, Jim and Cindy                

Hildebrand 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“You whom I have upheld since your birth, and have carried since you were born. 
Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have 

made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.” Isaiah 46:3-4 
 

     At the start of the new year, I began reading a devotional titled Devotions for        
Sacred Parenting by Gary Thomas. The very first devotional in this book is titled 
“God is in the Room,” and reading it was a great reminder of God’s presence with us.  

     Although I enjoyed this devotional, for the most part, I go through my day to day 
routine fairly in tune with and aware of God’s presence. But, a few days after reading 
this devotional, while explaining to my spiritual director how I was struggling with 
being enough, God began to reveal himself further. I know God is enough, but yet I 
have trouble believing that I am enough simply by being who God has made me.    
Instead, whether or not I am “enough” is often measured by what tasks or projects I do 
or do not complete in a day. When my spiritual director challenged me to dig into this 
more deeply, I found myself saying that I am enough because God sustains me. It 
sounds really nice, but what does it really mean for God to sustain us?   

     Soon after, I got to spend the whole weekend snowed in at 
home with my family. One afternoon while we were home, I was 
the one to get Emmitt out of his crib after his afternoon nap, and 
because we had nowhere to be the entire weekend, I sat and held 
Emmitt wrapped up in my arms. As I rocked my twenty-three-
month-old baby, I was reminded of the fleeting nature of these 
moments, and tears streamed down my face. Despite the tears, I 
also felt comfort and peace. I felt God’s presence, and I realized 
that God was showing me in this moment how all of the pieces 
fit. He was inviting me to sit with Him just like my child was 
sitting with me wrapped up in my arms.  

     As encouraged to do by my spiritual director, I have since been practicing the art of 
literally letting God sustain me, letting him be my strength, support, and comfort.  
During the few minutes I spend quietly sitting with God each morning, I sit not across 
the room from Him, but instead I sit wrapped up in His arms, just like my children sit 
wrapped up in mine. 

     When you picture God in the room with you, where do you sit in comparison to 
Him? Across from Him? Beside Him? In His arms? Or, do you leave the room              
entirely?  

      God is not only in the room, but He is holding us in His arms. He doesn’t desire to 
be a bystander, but to be an active and engaged participant in the room and in our 
lives! When we allow ourselves to sit in God’s embrace, we realize on a heart level 
that He is enough for us and that we are enough for Him. Sitting with Him and         
recognizing His deep love for us gives us the courage and love we need, it sustains us 
as we go about each day, and it helps us realize that we are enough because He has 
faithfully shown us that He is enough. “And my God will meet all your needs            
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus,” (Philippians 4:19). 

     God is encouraging you to come close enough to rest your head on His chest so 
that you may be filled with His redeeming power and sustained by His unending love 
the whole day through. As you draw closer to Him, may you recognize in a new way 
how God’s presence within you enables you, a child of the one true King, to be more 
than enough for every situation you encounter and every room you enter, sharing His 
light and love freely along the way.     ~ Megan Engle  

*2018 giving statements have been mailed. If you have not received your statement 
in the mail, but would like to receive it, please contact Megan in the church office. If 
you would like to receive preprinted giving envelopes with your name and address on 
them, please contact Megan in the church office, as well. 

*Save the date for Mary’s Tea and Basket Party, scheduled to be held on April 27th 
at SPFCC! If you are interested in putting together a basket or have questions about 
the event, please contact Katie Schilling. 



 

Children’s Update 

*Thanks to all our children’s ministry volunteers who invest 
in the kids on Sunday mornings.  We really appreciate you!  
We are looking for additional volunteers to help in our       
children’s ministry classes on Sunday mornings, especially in 
the nursery.  We invite you to prayerfully consider investing 
in this way!  If you have an interest in sharing Christ’s love 
with kids, please contact Megan Condry for more details.   

*During the month 
of February, the kids 
will take part in 
some special         
activities on Sunday 
mornings to get 
them thinking about 
God’s love and ways 
to share that love 
with others!  We will 
be focusing on how 
our words and        
actions can speak God’s love, hope, and truth.   

Celebration Moment:  I continue to be encouraged by how 
much the kids care for one another.  Recently, while making 
promise bracelets, the kids let someone else go before them 

and gave up the color 
they wanted to give to          
someone else.  We 
walked into another 
room on Sunday  
morning and the kids 
were all saying hello 
and eager to see one 
another!   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Youth Update 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-
8:15 pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome 
to attend.   

*Festivus, the community wide youth all nighter, held last 
month was a hit!  We had 310 youth from our community 
come together for the night.  It was awesome to see how 
God provided in all sorts of ways throughout the evening 
from transportation, to volunteers, to holding off the 
weather, and more.  We greatly appreciated all your          
prayers! 

Celebration Moment:  On a recent Wednesday evening, I 
saw the beauty of the body of Christ in our youth.  They 
came alongside one another in supportive ways and were 
reaching out to one another for encouragement.  May these 
relationships continue to grow as they draw one another 
closer to Christ.   

Homework Help Update 

*The program is for middle & high school students and 
meets Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*Snack & Drink Donations:  If you’d like to help us restock 
our Homework Help pantry for the new semester, drop off 
prepackaged snacks and drinks in the box in Fellowship Hall 
(please no fruit snacks at this time).  We greatly appreciate 
your continued generous support of snacks for the           
students!     

*We are looking for additional adult volunteers to provide 
assistance, support, and encouragement to the students in 
2019.  It is a rewarding experience for the students and       
volunteers!  If interested in volunteering, please contact 
Megan Condry for more information.   

Celebration Moment:  It is a joy to celebrate the students 
and how hard they have been working!  Several students are 
in new classes this 9 weeks and they are giving their all to 
tackle new subjects and challenging assignments.  We have 
a few students in geometry, and it’s been great to see them 
begin to understand new concepts and be so proud of  
themselves for their accomplishments.  Recently one of 
these students said, “That was all the homework?  It wasn’t 
near as hard as I thought it would be!!”     

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  
Registration forms are available in the William St. foyer.  

Celebration Moment:  We had a praise and encouragement 
night recently.  It was fun to hear the kids and volunteers 
sharing how they see one another using respect and sharing 
kind words with each other.  We are thankful for the              
relationships and connections the kids and volunteers have 
with one another.  We pray that we can continue to speak 
God’s hope, life, and truth into the lives of the kids.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          
Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                  

The Journey of Lament 

     For the last few years, people have been telling me how much 
I need to watch this particular television show.  I heard it from a 
wide range of people and too many times to count.  Often it was 
followed with, “I think you would really like it,” and always 
followed with, “You will cry”.  Some people were honest enough 
to say, “You will love it but it will make you ugly cry”.  Of course 
this alone made me resist.  Why would I want to watch something 
that will make me fall into a puddle of tears each episode?  Isn’t 
this like us to avoid pain?  Alas, time passed and the show kept 
appearing on my shows of interest.  One random day this winter I 
gave it a try and as much as I hate to admit it, 10 minutes into the 
first episode I was hooked.  I made it several episodes before the 
tears hit but there were times when the waterworks were insane!  
I went through at least a box of Kleenex watching the show!  The 
tears were a result of “the feels”.  Some things hit close to home, 
other things were outside my realm of understanding, but they 
tapped into my humanity.  The show almost immediately dove 
into the dark, hard, ugly, heavy, challenging, tough stuff of life.  
We loved it?!  America literally couldn’t get enough.  Were we 
drawn to the rawness of it?  Did we find ourselves and our stories 
in it?  Did something deep inside of us resonate with these 
realities?  Did we breathe a sigh of relief because we found 
ourselves or someone else who understood?  What about our 
humanity found a home among these characters?   

     I found our love for the honesty of this show to be a stark 
comparison to the ways we experience things in our everyday 
lives.  We willingly entered into the painful, hard, dark places each 
week with these characters but so easily resist going deeper into 
these places in our own lives.  We allowed ourselves to feel with 
these fictional characters but struggle to open ourselves to what is 
really going on in our own lives and the lives of those around us.  
Instead of an honesty that binds us together, all too often we find 
ourselves stuffing and hiding our true selves in an effort to be 
presentable to others.  We are too afraid to be exposed because 
we don’t know how the world will react.  We long to be known.  
We long to have people cry with us over the stuff of our lives, and 
yet, we instead hide ourselves and spend our time talking about 
the deep things happening in the lives of fictional television 
characters!  We fake fine because we are afraid to be genuinely 
known.  We’ve not only done it but we’ve gotten really good at it.   

     Why is it so easy to cry, mourn, lament, and grieve with our 
friends on television?  Why am I so free to cry my eyes out at the 
heaviness and chaos happening in the lives of this fake family but 
push back the tears that so naturally want to fall during a worship 
song on Sunday morning or in a conversation while eating with 
friends?  Why is it that we can mourn and grieve with and for 
others but we struggle so much to do it in our own lives? 

     I’m notorious for feeding my book loving addiction especially 
with sale or clearance finds.  I will purchase something because it 
sounds good and then the book will sit on a shelf or in a pile for 
weeks, months, or years.  As is often the case, a book will 
“randomly” come to mind and I will pick it up at what is the 
perfect time.  I recently picked up a book about lament.  I felt that 
it was God’s perfect timing to push me deeper into something 
new and uncomfortable.  Ann Voskamp so honestly shares, “The 
world has more than enough people who live a masked insecurity.  
It needs more who live a brave vulnerability.”  Lament, honesty, 
and vulnerability are not words that we are drawn to or even ones 
we share about often, but I am learning that God does His 
amazing work through it all.  God wants all of us; not just the 
good, nice, clean, tidy parts of our lives, but the hard, heavy, and 
painful parts too.  Even more amazing, He welcomes us fully in the 
dark places and uses them to draw us deeper into a relationship 
with Him.  Isn’t God good, amazing, and wonderful like that?!     

     The more I read about lament, the more I realize that it is a 
beautiful and important part of our lives.  I’ve been reading 
through the Psalms and see the raw honesty of their laments 
leading into a deeper reliance on God.  As people cry out to God, 
their laments draw them nearer to the God who never leaves 
them.  They realize their need for and dependence on God.  
“We’re depending on God; he’s everything we need” (Psalm 
33:20).  I’m realizing the disservice we’ve done ourselves and our 
walk with God by so easily turning away from lament.  God longs 
to be with us and welcomes our questions, confusions, and cries.  
When we are lamenting, we are talking to Him!  “Laments don’t 
need to be carefully crafted prayers.  Lament is the language that 
God has given us to use when we are hurting.  It’s a language that 
sometimes means tears or groans or simply feeling an emotion.  
He understands all these things and speaks this language more 
than we know.  He doesn’t require us to find just the right words 
in order to lean on Him.  We can take heart in that” (No More 
Faking Fine, 76).   

     I take great comfort in knowing that God welcomes our 
laments and meets us in those places.  I’m going to keep watching 
the television show and letting myself feel all the things and cry 
the tears.  I don’t want the deeper things to stop there, though I 
want to grow more and more in understanding and practicing 
lament.  I’m going to continue to journey through the Psalms.  I 
want to remember that “when we cry out to God in lament, our 
hearts and minds take on a posture of humility and anticipation of 
deepening our relationship with this unchanging God” (No More 
Faking Fine, 133).  Drawing deeper into a relationship with the 
unchanging God sounds pretty amazing to me.  “May our laments 
open our eyes to show us that God’s thoughts toward us are 
good, His love toward us is great, and He blesses us and draws 
near us even in our most broken 
places” (No More Faking Fine, 108).   

A Letter from Megan Condry 

 Finance Report:     December                      Year 2018 
  Income: Unified Budget giving      $20,679                168,638      
    Trust Income                     $  1,337                   16,050  
    Miscellaneous Income    $   1,475                       5,580            
    Homework Help               $           0            14,000 
  Expenses:                              $16,028                 197,550 
 

  Tuck Pointing funds:                                      $41,315 



SPFCC February Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

1 
 
 
 
MR Rental 

2 

 

7 am-3 pm FH 

Rental 

3 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
 
2-4 pm Games 
Galore 
 

4 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

5 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Night at 
SPFCC 
 

7 pm Circle 
 
 
 

HH 

6 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 

 
HH 

7 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

HH - early 
release 

8 
 

9 
 
 

10 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am Worship  

11 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

12 
 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 
6:30 pm Council  
 

HH 

13 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 
 

HH 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 
HH   

15 
 

16 
 

17 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting   
 
9:30 am Worship 

18 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

19 
 

 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  
 
HH - early 
release 

20 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
 

HH 

21 
 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 
HH 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:30 am Worship  
 
 

25 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

26 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

HH 

28 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

HH 

  

If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view the Sunday duties 
by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  

Keep in your prayers: 

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             
requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 
stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“
 
Let all that you do be done in love.”                 

1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

