
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      The prophets are dizzying. They 

speak in parables and metaphors; they 

address people who are—by measure of 

time, miles, and culture—a very long 

way away from us; and, oftentimes, their 

writings feel incomplete because they 

are poems, sermons, and stories stitched 

together. 

      These interpretive difficulties only 

begin to disorient us. The final spin that 

does us in is realizing the words of the 

prophets are words to us. “This is the 

word of God for the people of God,” the 

Scripture reader says at the conclusion of 

the reading on Sunday mornings. 

“Thanks be to God.” 

      One prophetic book after another 

holds a mirror up to the ugliness that 

humanity has been unable to cover. After 

several hundreds of years, the human 

race is still making idols (Hosea), still 

trusting itself over God (Joel), still 

oppressing and marginalizing others 

(Amos), still looking upon the suffering 

of neighbors with indifference and 

mistreating refugees (Obadiah), and still 

trying to keep God’s grace to itself 

(Jonah). The rest of the minor prophets 

do not relent.  

      Hearing their words to us is like 

standing at the center of a merry-go-

round. The prophets take turns spinning 

us round and round. We look from one 

to the next until we cannot stand. We 

hear voices but see only a blur of 

motion. Then we are on our backs, 

looking up to the sky, while the world 

spins around us. 

      That’s right where God wants us. 

      The words of the prophets induce a 

kind of spiritual fever. The symptoms 

are numerous: sorrow, despair, guilt, 

shame, and confusion. The most tragic 

symptom—the one that reveals how 

deep the sickness goes—is denial. 

“These words,” we think to ourselves as 

we sweat upon the pages, “are not to 

me.” When the fever reaches its pitch, 

we may hallucinate about “better days” 

when we “weren’t” sick or we may weep 

at the discomfort we feel. Either way, we 

will be laid up in bed, exhausted, while 

the fever does its work. 

      That’s right where God wants us. 

      The minor prophets deal blow after 

blow. By the end, it is as if we’ve 

endured twelve rounds of a spiritual 

boxing match. Our pride is in pieces like 

a shattered jaw. Our idolatry is bruised 

and bleeding like an eyebrow laid open 

by a quick right jab. In agonizing 

exhaustion, we hit the ground, 

unconscious. A total spiritual knockout. 

      That’s right where God wants us. 

      What is the thread between these 

three metaphors? Each end with a person 

who is stopped by something. Through 

the prophets God brings life as it is to a 

halt. In that discomforting pause we are 

given time and space to realize where we 

are, how sick we’ve been, or that we’ve 

been fighting the wrong fight.  

      When you ask “How have you 

been?” what response do you get? I hear, 

more than anything, the answer “busy.” I 

think people mean they have been 

“distracted” or “over-stimulated,” but 

“busy” sounds more virtuous. It’s also 

easier to be busy—always moving from 

one thing to the next—because it keeps 

us from thinking too much about 

anything in particular. I hope, if nothing 

else, the prophets’ words will give you 

reason to stop. Because things aren’t 

well in the world. But how can we heal 

unless we break the cycle? 

      That’s what the prophets invite us to 

do. Break the cycle. Will you? 

 

           Pastor Zen 

 



  July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 July 29 

Snacks 
Heather Byrne and 

family 
 Rose Sneary and 

Yvette Jarvis 
  

SPFCC              
Cookbook          

Potluck Meal 
  

Reader Sally Morrison Brandy Kalhoefer Barb Derr Sandy Hacker Mike Hacker 

Acolyte  Gabe Baumgardner Bruner Girls 
Bailey               

Baumgardner 
Kylie Gamlin Claudia Wilson 

Ring Bell  Bruner Girls Meyer kids Scott Baker Rick Chesterman Bruner Girls 

Sound System Drew Morrison Mike Lyons David Morrison Phil Engle David Morrison 

Video Tech Barb Baker Ryan Lemon Sandy Hacker Walter Hacker Mike Lyons 

Songleaders  
Ann Ambler, Lisa 

Harter, Jim 
Hildebrand 

David Morrison, 
Bonnie Hosler, 
Becky Lyons 

Barb Derr, Adrian 
Halverstadt, David 

Morrison 

Ann Ambler, Lisa 
Harter, Jim 
Hildebrand 

Something             
Biblical 

Open/Close Duty  Tom Hosler Mike Lyons Brian Royer David Morrison Tom Hosler 

Announcements  Adrian Halverstadt David Morrison David Morrison 
Adrian                

Halverstadt 
Brian Royer 

Nursery Helper Maitlyn Christman Cassie Miller 
Kasey Davis & 
Sandy Stephan 

Sandy              
Shoemaker 

Drew Morrison 

Little Discoverers 
Teacher/Helper 

Megan Condry Dawn Williams Lauren Baker Robin Baker 
Classes            

Combined 

Young Explorers 
Teacher/Helper 

Shari Brinneman 
and Claudia Wilson 

Jana Krueger Jana Krueger Megan Condry 
Classes           

Combined 

Kids Ignite Teacher/
Helper 

Samantha Sutorius 
and Jennifer Braun 

Megan Condry Megan Condry Betsy Royer 
Classes            

Combined 

Greeter-Wm St  
Ben and Kasey 

Davis 
Kevin and Sandy 

Shoemaker 
Shari Brinneman 

and Claudia Wilson 
Jill Gamlin and 
Jennifer Braun 

Ann Ambler 

Ushers & Greeters - 
West 

Meyer Family 
Mike and Sandy 

Hacker 
Robin and Scott 

Baker 
Vern and Theda 

Neel 
Kenny Foust 

Usher & Greeters  -
East 

Laura Snider Linda Jennings Laura Snider  Linda Jennings Laura Snider 

Usher - Center  
Rick Baker and 

Scott Baker 
Adrian Halverstadt 

and Gary Yeiter 
Adam Myers and 

Phil Engle 

Tracy Blocker 
and Terry               
Rodgers 

Adrian             
Halverstadt and 

Gary Yeiter 

If you are unable to volunteer as scheduled, please find a replacement and notify                                                                                    

Megan in the church office of the change as soon as possible. 



 

 

 

 
 

Birthdays 

07/01, Virginia Oden 

07/02, Tracy Krieg 

07/07, Karen Rinehart 

07/08, Kaiden Vanlandingham 

07/09, Brandy Kalhoefer 

07/10, Betty Henderson 

Crystal Jarvis 

Shane Jarvis 

07/12, Dorothy Rodgers 

07/14, Claudia Wilson 

07/15, Mason Flynn 

Marie Hockemeyer 

07/16, Deforest Beal 

Tammy Brown 

07/18, Jim Kramer 

Dean Stonebraker 

07/19, Madison Foust 

Denna Strickler 

07/23, Sophia Miller 

07/25, Betty Moldenhauer 

07/28, Terry Rodgers 

Joey Spiegel 

07/29, Riva Callahan 

07/31, Gary Newton 

 

Anniversaries 

07/02, John & Carla Bostel 

07/05, Andy & Cassie Miller 

07/06, Ned & Lynn Gamble 

07/24, Brian & Shari               

Brinneman 

07/26, Mike & Becky Lyons 

07/27, Nick & Angie Albright 

07/28, Ken & Dottie McCurley 

 

 

 

 
 
 

TEAM UPDATES 
 

Youth and Children’s Ministry: 

Please see the children and youth page for additional updates. 

 

Finance Team:  

May 2018 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving    $  12,339 

    Trust Income     $    1,337  

    Miscellaneous Income    $       527 

  Expenses:     $  24,347 

   

  Tuck Pointing funds as of May 30:  $  35,529 

 

Fellowship Team:  

Fellowship Team recently conducted a poll for a variety of activities that multiple  

generations could enjoy. The two top winners from the list of over 10 choices were:  

attend a Fort Wayne TinCaps game and play a variety of board games in Fellowship 

Hall on any given Sunday afternoon. The winning date for the ball game is August 

12th at 1:05 pm. We hope to have at least 25 people show up for them to announce it 

on the big screen at the game. If you would like to join us, but didn’t sign up, that’s 

okay. Anyone who plans to attend with the SPFCC group should purchase lawn seat 

tickets for you and your family and plan to join us for this fun outing!  Contact Ann 

Ambler (260-602-4769) with any questions. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Save the Date! As most of you know, Pastor Zen and Jessie are expecting their first child 

in early September. Our church family is super excited about having this “first” baby 

living in the parsonage and plans to honor the Hess Family of three at a luncheon shower 

following church on Sunday, October 28th. More details to come, but, for now, mark 

your calendars for this very special celebration.  

 

 Silent Auction and Silver Sale: A Silent Auction will be held July 8–22 in the overflow room right next to 

the sanctuary. The auction will include mostly items from the third floor and all items will be numbered when 

on display. A bid box will be nearby to collect your bid tickets. A 

Silver Sale is something new that’s being added. These silver 

service pieces come from our church kitchen, but it’s now time to 

find them new homes. This silver plus a little glassware will be 

marked with a minimum price. Use the bid box to submit your bid 

on this silver. The on-going status of bids will be posted on each 

item during these two weeks in case you need to increase the 

current bid. You are not limited to viewing these items on Sunday morning. Come into the church anytime   

Monday-Thursday and have a look. Proceeds from this event will go toward the tuck point project. If you 

have questions, please contact Bonnie Hosler.   

 

 Save the date for the Love INC Unity Feast, set to be held on August 19th from 11 am-2 pm at First 

Merchants Heritage Hall at the Huntington County Fairgrounds!  

 

 Entering the Narrow Gate: Victory Noll Center is hosting a spiritual formation program beginning 

Thursday, September 13th and meeting on Thursdays once a month through June. The program provides an 

opportunity to grow spiritually and to deepen our theological understanding of prayer and our relationship 

with God. For additional information, please see the flyer on the bulletin board outside the church office or 

contact Sue Wilhelm at (260) 200-1740 or sue.wilhem@victorynollcenter.org. 

 

If you’re interested in visiting or sending a note to our shut-in friends, those in                                                             

local or nearby nursing homes are indicated below.  

 

Heritage Pointe - Warren, IN 

Betty Henderson 

Mary Alice Shideler 

 

Markle Health and Rehabilitation 

Jerry Baker 

Heritage of Huntington 

Hilda Mitten 

Zetta Schultz 

 

Tipton House 

Kay Delauter 

 



ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Are you or do you know someone struggling with addiction to drugs, alcohol, eating, pornography, or 

shopping? Are you or do you know someone struggling with self-worth, depression, anxiety, or sexual              

integrity? Beginning August 23rd, Celebrate Recovery will begin meeting at St. Peter’s First Community 

Church. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered 12-step program for folks with any hurt, habit or hangup. 

We are partnering with several area churches to bring Celebrate Recovery to downtown Huntington. To learn 

more about Celebrate Recovery, please visit their website at celebraterecovery.com.   

 * SPFCC is looking for volunteers who will commit once a month to help during the Celebrate Recovery 

 weekly meeting. Weekly meetings will happen Thursdays from 7 pm-9 pm in our church building. We 

 need people to: pray in a group over people’s written prayer requests, lead worship music, provide snacks, 

 and warmly greet people so they feel welcome. Do you feel a call to volunteer in one of these ways? 

 Please contact Pastor Zen at zen@spfcc.org or 260.224.5698. 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Sharon Sorenson: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? no, was a        

member to TUM 

How long have you been a member?  since late 80s 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? friendliness 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? at the passing of my best 

friend - my mother 

How would you express God’s mission for your life? gave me the knowledge to become a nurse 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? being there when needed  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? being with my brother 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? get together with friends  

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? fresh fruit especially strawberries and  

watermelon 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

Hobbies: reading, puzzles 

Bucket list: Alaskan cruise 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

Please continue to pray for: 

 The family of Anne Stonebraker with sympathy after her recent passing. 

 Anne Malone as she recovers following a recent fall and surgery.  

 All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer requests                                                 

throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at stpetersfirst@att.net to let                                                            

her know.* 

http://celebraterecovery.com/
mailto:zen@spfcc.org


 

Children’s Update 

*Thank you to all the kids who helped 

make our Father’s Day celebration          

special!  The kids enjoyed making and 

sharing treats to celebrate and thank all 

men for the role the men play in their 

lives, especially for helping them learn 

more about God!   

*Kids’ Summer Fun is underway!  We 

have an exciting summer of growth,       

discovery, and fun ahead!  This month 

we have our KSF Nights returning on 

Thursday evenings!  We’ve also got 

Monday Movie on July 2nd.  Be sure to 

grab a flyer to check out all the opportunities to have fun and 

grow in your faith this summer! 

 *KSF Family Fun Pool Day: July 14th - Bring your 

family to 1800 Manito Trail anytime between 4 and 8 pm for a 

time of family fun with swimming, games, and snacks!   

*Do you like spending 

time with kids?  Do you 

enjoy smiling, laughing, 

and learning new things?  

If you said yes, then        

volunteering in our         

children’s ministry on 

Sunday mornings may be 

for you!  We are looking 

for fun-loving individuals 

who want to share Christ’s love with the kids through our         

nursery, preschool, and school-age classes.  If you are           

interested in investing in our present future, please contact 

Megan Condry for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  I’ve enjoyed connecting with the kids at 

our first few Kids’ Summer Fun gatherings.  It’s great to hear 
them share about their summers and what they are looking          

forward to about next school year.  I recently had an                     

encouraging conversation with a kid about his Bible at home 
and how there is a certain page he likes to read!  I’m reminded 

that these simple conversations (filled with lots of listening) 

mean so much to the kids and to me!   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 
*Summer Youth Gatherings:  The youth will continue to meet 

on Wednesdays and then for various special events throughout 

the summer.  We’ve got lots of fun activities planned for the 

rest of the summer.  All middle and high school students are 

welcome to attend.  Contact Megan for more details!  

*Operation Backyard Unite:  Join middle and high school              

students from all over Huntington as we come together for the 

day to live, learn, serve, grow, and have fun together.  The 
event takes place on Sunday, August 12th from 10:00 am – 5:00 

pm.  Registration forms will be coming soon.   

Celebration Moment:  One of the greatest joys is seeing the 

growth in the lives of the youth!  It is so encouraging to watch 
them grow in their faith, seek to walk with Christ, and make 

intentional decisions in their daily lives.  

Homework Help Update 

*The students who attended Homework Help the most this past 

year enjoyed a fun filled day at Science Central last month.  

They had so much fun exploring, discovering, trying new 

things, laughing, and learning.  Riding the high bike, playing in 

the tilted room, and helping with the demonstrations were the 

highlights of the day.  We enjoyed celebrating these students 

and all their hard work this year! 

*The upcoming school year will be here before we know it!  

We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to invest 

around an hour a week with the students.  The support,                

encouragement, and assistance these caring adults provide has 

such an impact on the students’ lives.  This program would not 

be possible without our amazing volunteers!  If you plan to help 

again this year or would like to start investing, please contact 

Megan Condry for more details.   

Celebration Moment:  Our trip to Science Central was such a 

fun day!  The students were so eager to explore, discover, and 
experience new things.  I was most impressed with how the  

students        

connected with 
one another!  

They all didn’t 
know each other 

very well, but, by 

the end of the 
day, they were 

laughing,           
talking, sharing, 

and enjoying the 

trip together.   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*Thank you to St. Pete’s for your continued support of this  

program through the use of the building, the van, providing 

volunteers, financial gifts, and all the other ways you make a 

difference in the lives of the kids in our community through 

your partnership in this ministry.   

*Summer Gatherings: We are excited about the upcoming          

opportunities for the kids from HKC to get together this           

summer to connect, continue forming relationships, and grow in 

their faith.  We used the kids’ ideas and suggestions to plan our 

summer!   

Celebration Moment: It is a joy to connect with the kids over 

the summer through gatherings, phone calls, postcards, and 
randomly running into them around town.  A few kids couldn’t 

make it to our first        

summer event and in 
talking to their parents, 

we learned just how 
much HKC means to 

them.  I’m thankful for 

the relationships we’ve 
formed not only with the 

kids, but also with their 

families!   

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   

Remembering His Love 

      A few months ago, I began inking a small cross on my wrist 

each morning.  As I journeyed through The Broken Way, I 

decided to follow Ann Voskamp’s advice to take up this simple 

practice as a reminder of cruciform.  As I made those two lines, 

going over them several times, I would say a prayer as a reminder 

that Christ was broken and given for me and that He is calling 

me, today, to be broken and given.  I would find myself running 

my fingers over the cross, tracing the lines, as a reminder 

throughout the day.  I’d be sitting and see the cross on my wrist, 

reminding me to be broken and given.  The cross on my arm 

became a conversation piece and a saving grace on many 

occasions.  I would look at the cross or trace the lines, seeking 

Christ, before responding or speaking sometimes.  At times, the 

cross would remind me to be patient, to hold my tongue, to be 

broken and other times the cross would push me to be brave, to 

speak truth, and to share with someone else.  Recently, that cross 

on my arm has taken on an even deeper meaning.  When I look at 

the cross, I am reminded that I am loved. 

      I’ve heard the line from my favorite Nooma video playing 

over and over in my head.  “Nothing you could do could make me 

love you less” (Nooma, 10).  Every time I look down at my arm I 

am reminded that I am loved not because of what I’ve done or 

because of who I am but because of who He is.  We are loved.  

Right now, in this moment, beauty or mess, we are enough and 

we are loved.  We don’t have to be a certain way to be loved, we 

just are. 

    The cross on my arm reminds me, moment by moment, that I 

am loved.  Recently a friend was sharing with me about God’s 

love.  “I’ve known God loves me but recently I feel like I’ve been 

experiencing God’s love for me and it’s amazing.  In the smallest 

things, God has provided and has reminded me that He is right 

here, with me, cheering for me, and loving me.”  We talked on 

the phone for a long time as we spoke truth and bask with one 

another in the warmth of His great love for us.  We know in our 

head that God loves us but do we daily let that truth soak into our 

hearts and our experiences?  Do we allow God to show us just 

how much He loves us each day?  Do we allow this truth to spill 

from our heads into our hearts?  “Nothing can separate us from 

God’s love – not life or death, not angels or spirits, not the 

present or the future, and not powers above or powers below. 

Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

     After talking with my friend, I realized how often in my daily 

life I can forget, in my heart, that God loves me.  I let other voices 

invade, believing lies that clearly go against this truth that I am 

always loved.  In my words and actions, I can forget that I am 

loved.  The truth that I am loved with an everlasting love gets 

pushed aside as I believe the enemy’s lies that say I am not 

enough.  I would venture to guess I’m not the only one who 

suffers from love amnesia sometimes.  I have to continually speak 

God’s words of truth and love over myself because the enemy is 

sneaky, crafty, and very real.  I find myself looking down at my 

wrist more and more, reminding myself that Christ was broken 

and given for me because He loved me.  I didn’t and don’t have 

to earn His love; He freely gives it. 

    Ann Voskamp writes, “Love is infinite and love doesn’t ever 

end and if love doesn’t ever run out, what is there ever to fear?”   

God’s love is so simple and yet so profound.  When the truth that 

I am always loved pervades my mind and heart, things begin to 

shift.  When I hear and believe deep within my soul that even in 

this, I am loved, I find a new way of living.  Even here, even in 

this mess, this sadness, this confusion, I am still enough because I 

am still loved.  Nothing changes God’s love for me.  Nothing 

changes the way God feels about me.  “Christ is the humility of 

God embodied in human nature; the Eternal Love humbling itself, 

clothing itself in the garb of meekness and gentleness, to win and 

serve and save us” (Humility, 15).  Love came for you and me.  

Love was broken and given so that we could be with God and 

truly experience the immeasurable love God has for us. 

    My conversation with my friend reminded me that we have to 

continually re-experience and re-member the love that God has 

for us.  Her speaking openly about how God is showing her His 

great love and how He is using that truth to transform her daily 

life encourages and reminds me of who I am in Christ.  We can 

always use a lesson in remembering that we are loved.  When I 

embrace and remember that I am loved, I can more easily give 

love.  When His love fills me, I have love to give because, in 

Christ, there is always enough.  God is always with me.  His love 

is there, ever and always. 

   I pray that you’ll not only know you are loved, but experience 

deeply the great love He has for you.  Remember His love.  Bask 

in it and speak about it often!  Let’s embrace it and live like we 

are loved.  When I realize how much I am loved, it changes and 

transforms me, and urges me to give love more freely.  May you 

know deep in the depths of your soul that you are loved.  May 

you continue to speak His words of truth and love over yourself 

and those around you.  Let’s walk more fully in the great love He 

has for us and talk more about our daily experiences of God’s 

love.  The more we hear about God’s love, the more we begin to 

see His great love in our own lives.  Walk in the truth that you are 

always loved and that nothing you do can ever change the way 

God feels about you.  You are 

enough because He is enough. 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC July Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 

2 
2 

 
 
1-3 pm KSF 
Movie 
 
6 pm 
Something 
Biblical  

3 
 
 
SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
SPFCC 

4 
 

 

SPFCC Office 

Closed - 

Happy 

Independence 

Day! 

5 
 
 
 
 
5:30-8 pm 
KSF 

6 
 
 

7 

 

8 
 
 
 

8:45 am 
Fellowship 
Team Meeting 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm 
HKC 

10 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Council 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6:45 pm 

Youth Group 

 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
4:30-7:30 pm 
FH Rental 
 
5:30-8:30 pm 
KSF 
 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-8 pm KSF 
Family Fun 
Pool Day 

15 
 
8:30 am 
Children’s 
Team Meeting 
  
9:30 am 
Worship  
 
 

12:30 pm  
SPFCC Golf 
Outing at 
Dogwood Glen 

16 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 

17 
 
 
 
SeniorPak 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30-8 pm 
KSF 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

 
9:30 am 
Worship and 
Potluck Meal 
following 
service  

23 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm 
Youth Group 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30-8:30 pm 
KSF 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 

30   

 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm 
HKC 

31 
 
SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 

  
 

  



 

 
A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“So death is at work in us, but life in you.”                          

2 Corinthians 4:12 

      As I sat there on the hard gym floor with Eloise in my 

lap, annoyed by the fact that I was still at Vacation Bible 

School with her half way through the first evening, I 

heard the key Bible verse for what seemed like the 

hundredth time that night. “The Lord will hold me close,” 

Psalm 27:10. But, this time, it resonated with me in a new 

way. How do our children ever learn the truth of these 

words if we don’t hold them close?  

      Eloise’s recent first Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

experience was wonderful, but it’s not quite what I 

anticipated, not because of anything to do with VBS 

itself, but because I didn’t sign up to volunteer at VBS, 

yet I spent two and a half out of the four evenings there 

with her. On the third evening, I bribed her with ice 

cream so that she would let me place her directly on her 

leader’s lap before I walked quickly out the door to 

attend the Council meeting at SPFCC.  

      The first night, as I sat there with Eloise, I was 

fighting a battle…a battle with myself or maybe even a 

battle with God. Do you ever battle with God? I felt like I 

should just leave her or make her leave if she couldn’t 

stay at VBS by herself. At one point, I gave her an 

ultimatum…she could stay without me or we could both 

just leave. Of course, she chose to leave and go home. 

That didn’t work out like I planned! So, I regrouped and 

tried different tactics. It’s not that I didn’t want to be at 

VBS. I considered volunteering to help with VBS, but, 

Eloise told me she wanted to stay by herself. The first 

evening there I felt awkward, somewhat embarrassed, 

and wondered, “Why can’t my kid just stay here like all 

the other kids?”  

       “The Lord will hold me close.” As I heard that verse 

again, God began to soften my heart, helping me realize 

that I needed to let go of my pride. “Motherhood is a call 

to death. You may find fulfillment in it, but it won’t come 

in the ways the world talks about fulfillment. Fulfillment 

in motherhood is found in following the way of the cross, 

in laying down your life so another may live,” (“When 

Motherhood Feels Like Death” by Courtney Reissig, 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/motherhood-

feels-like-death/). Laying down your life means altering 

your schedule, changing your plans, and ultimately, 

letting go of your pride, allowing God to hold you close. 

“When my kids’ needs require me to get up in the middle 

of the night again, or my infant son spits up on my new 

shirt and ruins it, or my morning plans to write for a 

couple of hours are thwarted by a kid waking up early,” 

or when my alarm is set for 5:15 am so my run can 

happen before work because my evening will be spent 

holding my child close at VBS, “and a part of me dies 

with each thing, that’s what Jesus had in mind when he 

told us we had to die. Death is at work in me, so life can 

be at work in them,” (“When Motherhood Feels Like 

Death” by Courtney Reissig).  And, in those moments, 

when we feel like we are dying, we are often more aware 

of God’s presence and His closeness to us. Jesus always 

holds us close, but we must humble ourselves enough to 

feel His embrace.  

      Our kids, and others around us, learn the truth of 

God’s Word 

when we act on 

it. My precious 

girl just turned 

three a couple 

months ago. She 

still wants and 

needs her 

momma. She 

won’t always want me this close. While she wants me 

close, I’ll be close. Isn’t this exactly what God does for 

us, time and time again? He reassures us and holds us 

close. And, I pray that by being close when she needs me, 

she is able to trust that God will be close when she needs 

Him and that she’ll always feel, as we learned at VBS, 

safe with her Savior.  

      Amazingly enough, with a little prompting from her 

group leader, halfway through the final evening of VBS, 

Eloise decided I could leave until the VBS finale set to 

take place an hour later. As I watched her be a big girl, I 

couldn’t help but wonder how I may have hindered her if 

I would have forced her to stay by herself that first 

evening. It seems as if Eloise may have taken the first 

step in realizing for herself, “The Lord will hold me 

close.” Parenthood is a continual dying to self, so that 

they may live. And, for that, I’m grateful. 

      Where is God asking you to stop battling? How is He 

calling you to humble yourself so that you are able to feel 

His embrace? Who is He encouraging you to hold close 

this day? I pray each of us would wrestle with how God 

is calling us to die to ourselves in order that others may 

know Him and fully live. And, as we learn to let go of 

our pride and lay down our lives for Him, I pray that we 

would be confident in knowing that the Lord will always 

hold us close.                        ~Megan Engle 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/motherhood-feels-like-death/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/motherhood-feels-like-death/
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zenxhess@gmail.com  

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

    the whole earth is full of his glory.” Isaiah 6:3 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
mailto:zenxhess@gmail.com

