
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      As I write this, the sun’s bright 

rays are covering the faded green 

grasses and the still-frozen clods of 

dirt around the parsonage. The 

season of Lent comes in tandem with 

the indecisive weather of late winter 

and early spring. The days grow 

longer and implant a sense of joy in 

us. But, for each second of sunlight 

gained, we must also face the 

frustrating reality that tomorrow 

might bring snow rather than 

summer. 

      Lent is our annual journey with 

Christ toward the cross. There are 

joys and sorrows in the story of 

Christ’s journey into Jerusalem. Christ 

heals and feeds and teaches. Christ is 

wounded and rejected and deceived. 

As the church whose story is 

understood in light of Jesus’s own 

story, we must expect that our lives 

will be marked by the same 

inconsistency. What we feel bodily in 

the unsettled weather of early spring, 

we are taught biblically in Christ’s 

own ministry in the world. The things 

that shake us must not shake our 

hope. 

      All of this to say we must decide to 

face the wounds, rejections, and 

deceptions of life with the same faith 

that brings healing, contentment, and 

understanding. This is why fasting is 

an important part to the experience 

of Lent. We intentionally make space 

to say “Yes, we will be hungry but, no, 

we will not forget our hope.” In the 

deserts of ancient Egypt, Christians 

nuns and monks practiced what they 

endearingly called “mortification” 

which means “making death.” Their 

practices of fasting and silence are 

eery reminders of death—when we 

do not eat and we do not speak. Yet, 

in their hunger and quiet, they found 

God is still there. 

 

This Lenten season, may we as a 

community purposefully seek God’s 

abiding presence even as we journey 

along the sometimes blustery road of 

life.  

      God of Abraham: You called 

Abraham out of the comfort of his 

homeland and made him an 

immigrant in strange lands. The 

Scriptures say that he and Sarah were 

as good as dead. Yet, you made a 

promise to them that you still keep 

today: that though we are but ash 

and dust, you breathe upon us with 

the breath of life. Help us to receive 

your breath now and always so that 

we might never lose hope. In Christ, 

through the Spirit, to you, Oh Father, 

we pray. Amen. 

    

 

   Every blessing, 

    Pastor Zen  



 

Birthdays 

03/01, Sharon Sorenson 

03/03, Bonnie Hosler 

03/04, Carolyn Hosier 

Vikki Thorson 

03/05, Joanna Kline 

03/06, Lisa Harter 

03/07, Layla Ambriole 

Wilma Palmer 

03/08, Mike Hacker 

Ronald Reed 

03/09, Karen Wall 

03/10, Ethan Meyer 

Carol White 

03/11, Vicki Patrick 

03/14, Kaydince Kalhoefer 

Korbin Kalhoefer 

03/23, Dan Jarvis 

03/24, Hilda Mitten 

03/25, Brenda Schenkel 

03/26, Eloise Engle 

03/28, Kasey Davis 

03/30, Walter Hacker 

 

Anniversaries 

03/08, Ron & Brenda Schenkel 

03/13, Nic & Jenny Wall 

03/29, David & Sally Morrison 

03/30, Jeff & Rhonda Foust 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. Let every creature praise his holy name for 
ever and ever.” Psalm 145:21 

      What about when everything goes right? What about when you are living the life you 
have always dreamed of living? What if you could not have planned it any better yourself? 
The truth of the matter is I often feel guilty that God has blessed me so richly.  

      Why do I feel this guilt? As I wrestle through this with God, I realize that I feel this 
guilt because Christian culture often shows me that the only way for God to be near is to 
go through some sort of catastrophic disaster. We spend so much time focused on the         
negative parts of society and of our lives that we’ve made it difficult to appreciate and rest 
in God’s blessings. I feel guilty because somewhere along the way I’ve believed Satan’s 
lie that many of us believe and continue to promote…the lie that God can’t use us if we’re 
not suffering. We believe the lie that we must be persecuted in some way in order to be a 
real Christian, so that we can have a story worth telling. I feel like there is something 
wrong with me because I have nothing about which to complain. Am I missing                   
something? Too often, we gather groups together to bond over feeling persecuted or           
offended, we harbor bitterness in our hearts, and we fail to let God’s goodness shine 
through. Instead of soaking in God’s love, we allow ourselves to wallow in self-pity. God 
is just as near to us in times of blessing as he is in times of despair, yet my heart has a  
difficult time believing this truth. 

      The good news that God is revealing to me is that we’re making it harder than it needs 
to be! Of course, there will always be difficulties and hardships on earth. God directs us to 
mourn with those who mourn and comfort those who cry, but he also directs us to                
celebrate the goodness He plants in our lives and in the lives of others! And, he desires for 
us to recognize His nearness to us at ALL times. God does not want us to feel guilty for 
receiving His blessings. To combat the lie, we must to cling to God’s promises. “The Lord 
is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth,” (Psalm 145:18). Somehow, 
I’ve come to believe the lie that the words “when they are suffering” have been added to 
the end of this verse, but that’s not what God’s Word says. His Word tells us that God is 
not only near to those who call on Him in truth when they are suffering, but to ALL who 
call on him in truth! Thanks be to God!  

      The blessings that God bestows on us are evidence of 
His divine work. And, our recognition of and praise for 
these blessings is gratitude. He loves to bless us richly 
when we put our hope and trust in Him. Tomorrow will 
have enough worries of its own, but today, soak in God’s 
goodness and blessing. We do not deserve all of this           
goodness. We do not deserve any of this goodness. But, we 
can freely receive his love and grace. I am indeed blessed. I 
longed for and fervently prayed for my wonderful husband 
and my two amazing kiddos, and I still pray for them        
fervently. God answered these prayers of mine, and I will 
be forever grateful. 

      God asks us, in all seasons, to take the focus off of ourselves, and simply to glorify 
Him, giving Him praise and honor, blessing His name. No matter what season we are in, 
we can learn to live in and with the abundant love of Jesus flowing freely from our mouths 
and through our actions and our attitudes. I am reminded of a song by Matt Redman that 
we sang at our wedding titled “Blessed Be Your Name.” God is good all the time, and he 
desires for us to praise Him in all things. How are you praising God this day? 
 

Blessed be Your Name in the land that is plentiful, where Your streams of abundance flow, 
blessed be Your Name 

Blessed be Your Name when I'm found in the desert place, though I walk through the        
wilderness, blessed be Your Name 

Every blessing You pour out, I'll turn back to praise, when the darkness closes in, Lord, 
still I will say 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your Name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, Blessed be Your Glorious Name 

When the sun's shining down on me, when the world's 'all as it should be,’ 

blessed be Your Name 

Blessed be Your Name, on the road marked with suffering  
though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your Name 

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,  
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your Glorious Name. 
         ~ Megan Engle  



 

Children’s Update 

*Thanks to all our children’s ministry volunteers who invest 
in the kids on Sunday mornings.  We really appreciate you!  
We are looking for additional volunteers to help in our          
children’s ministry classes on Sunday mornings, especially in 
the nursery.  We invite you to prayerfully consider investing 
in this way!  If you have an interest in sharing Christ’s love 
with kids, please contact Megan Condry for more details.   

*Recently the kids took part in some special activities on 
Sunday mornings to get them thinking about God’s love and 
ways to share that love with others!  As we focused on how 
our words and 
actions can 
speak God’s 
love, hope, 
and truth, we 
created heart 
wall paper to 
share with the             
congregation!  
We invite you 
to check out 
the post-it 
notes of encouragement around the sanctuary on Sunday           
morning!   

Celebration Moment:  I was so encouraged by the joy,          
excitement, and ownership the kids took over our heart wall 
paper project!  They had beautiful and wonderful ideas of 
how to make this special for the congregation.  The greatest 
thing was reading their words of life, truth, and                    
encouragement!  I pray that their words will be an                
encouragement and inspiration to you.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-
8:15 pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome 
to attend.   

*We will kick off the Lenten season by attending the Ash 
Wednesday service on Wednesday, March 6th, at 6:30 pm.  
We will gather afterward to debrief and discuss the service 
and the season of Lent.    

Celebration Moment:  I am often encouraged by the                
connections the youth make between the truths we read 
from Scripture and their own lives.  It is great to see them 
remembering these truths and seeing how God is at work in 
their daily lives.   

Homework Help Update 

*The program is for middle & high school students and 
meets Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*We appreciate all the great snacks and drinks you have 
recently provided for Homework Help!  The students enjoy 
these daily snacks, and it is a huge boost to give them        
energy for their studies!  If you would still like to donate 
items, please drop off prepackaged snacks and drinks to the 
box in Fellowship Hall.     

*Investing in the Next Generation:  We have had quite an 
interest in the program recently!  To continue to assist the 
students and also hopefully include more students, we are 
looking for additional volunteers to provide support and 
encouragement to the students.  We are looking for                 
volunteers to join our team on Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons, especially in March.  If you or someone you 
know would be interested in building relationships with     
students, contact Megan Condry for more information.  

Celebration Moment:  I am thankful and encouraged by the 
way God works through this ministry.  Recently, we’ve had 
the joy of reconnecting with students who attended the       
program previously.  It is encouraging to see the ways they 
have grown and, also, to see the benefits of the program.  It 
is a joy to continue building and deepening relationships 
with these students!     
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  
Registration forms are available in the William St. foyer.  

*The kids requested Bible stories or books of the Bible they 
wanted to learn more about this year.  It has been fun to 
see how God has worked through this!   

Celebration Moment:  The laughter, love, joy, and energy of 
Monday evenings is such a celebration!  The kids are eager 
to grow and share!  They are excited to pray for one another 
and to open 
their Bibles to 
discover more of 
God’s truth.  
They’ve been 
creating their 
own games and 
are doing an 
awesome job 
learning more 
about respect.   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          
Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                  

Raisin Cakes  

          Some years the Lenten season seems to sneak up on me, 

and it’s suddenly Ash Wednesday.  This year, I’ve found myself 

thinking about Lent for weeks and, in some ways, eagerly 

looking forward to it.  Maybe it’s because Lent starts later this 

year or maybe it’s the posture of my heart or the things I am 

reading or the work God is doing within me.  I’ve found myself 

eagerly anticipating the season.  The Lenten traditions run 

deep in my life, and I’m thankful for the ways this season 

draws me deeper and nearer to the Lord each year.  I don’t 

want to let the busyness of life or the ways the season can be 

uncomfortable keep me from fully entering into it.  Through it, 

through this season of returning, we always come out 

changed.  I’m willing to let go of some things, to enter hard 

places, and embrace the journey for the hope, life, and 

transformation that God brings through it.   

     I love the way Henri Nouwen explains the season.  “Lent 

offers a beautiful opportunity to discover the mystery of Christ 

within us.  It is the time during which we not only prepare 

ourselves to celebrate the mystery of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, but also the death and resurrection that 

constantly takes place within us.”  It can be easy to miss the 

journey and beauty of the process of death and resurrection in 

our lives.  It’s uncomfortable to enter into dark places within 

ourselves and to explore the holds and pulls that things have 

on us.  Sometimes we have to step back, let go, and enter into 

a season of examination to discover the things that have taken 

a place above God in our lives.  Lent is a season of reorienting 

ourselves and our lives.  We ask questions like, “Where in my 

life have I gotten away from God, and what are the disciplines 

that will enable me to find my way back?” (Ruth Haley Barton).  

I think sometimes the things we resist are the places we need 

to allow God to journey into within us the most.  I don’t want 

to stay the same, and it’s that truth that drives me deeper into 

the Lenten season.  This season is about being honest with 

ourselves and our God.   

      I was challenged recently to think more about the things 

that have become out of order in my life and relationship with 

God through the strangest of things: raisin cakes!  I love the 

things that God chose to include in His Word!  Sometimes it’s 

as simple as something like raisin cakes that pulls us deeper 

into the reality of our lives and the awareness of the power we 

give to things.  “I love how Hosea 3:1 says that the Lord loves 

His people, Israel, and will restore her, even though she 

abandons Him for raisin cakes,” (Wild and Free, 71-72).  I have 

read this verse from Hosea over and over again.  It’s easy to be 

baffled by this and run quickly to judging the Israelites, right?  

Being someone who does not care for raisins, it’s easy for me 

to think, “Why abandon God and His goodness for raisin cakes?  

What?”  Then I think about my own life and, after a little 

introspection, realize how easily and often I choose something 

as small and silly as raisin cakes over God. “We love so many 

things more than we love our holy and fearful God.  We love 

sports, our stuff, our churches, and our rules.  We love our 

friends, our kids, and our reputations.  We love creativity, our 

homes, and our opinions more than we love God.  Ladies, I’ll 

give it to you straight.  Some days I feel like the candles in my 

house get more praise and devotion and thankfulness than my 

God gets,” (Wild and Free, 72).  We want to resist this, don’t 

we?  We don’t want to admit this but I think the author, Jess 

Connolly, is onto something here.  How often do we give praise 

and attention and our time to things that are not our God?  It 

seems strange, but we have our own versions of raisin cakes 

today.   

      What better time than Lent to allow God to do His 

transforming work in our lives and in the things we abandon 

God for – our raisin cakes? “As we wrestle with a more realistic 

awareness of the grip our attachments have on us, we enter 

into the godly grief that leads to repentance, and then 

forgiveness and freedom,” (Ruth Haley Barton).  The Lenten 

process of death and resurrection is so beautiful.  We go 

through the grief, the darkness, the pain, and yet we walk 

forward in hope, freedom, and life.  Why do we resist this 

beautiful way that God works and moves in our lives so much?  

“True repentance is an interior attitude in which we are willing 

to let go of everything that prevents us from growing into 

spiritual maturity, and there is hardly a moment in our lives in 

which we are not invited to detach ourselves from certain 

ways of thinking, ways of speaking, ways of acting, that for a 

long time gave us energy, but that always again need to be 

renewed and recreated,” (Henri Nouwen).  What are the things 

that keep us from growing deeper with God?  What do we 

need to detach from for a season so that we can realign our 

hearts to God?  What’s getting more of our love, time, and 

attention than God?  Where have we abandoned God for raisin 

cakes?   

      As I’ve been thinking about the raisin cakes in my own life, 

something very quickly came to mind.  My immediate response 

was to resist, but my initial response only pushed me further 

into thinking this may be one of the places God wants to do 

some redeeming work this Lenten season.  Sometimes I have 

to remove those things to allow God to redeem, renew, and 

restore those areas within me.  “As God gives us wisdom and 

insight about our true condition, we can choose spiritual 

practices that are uniquely suited to help us return to God in 

the places where we have strayed or to renew our passion 

where our hearts have grown cold,” (Ruth Haley Barton).   

     Let’s not allow this season of death and resurrection pass by 

without opening ourselves to the growing, redeeming, and 

transforming work God wants to do in us.  God is always 

welcoming us back and calling us to return to Him (Joel 2:12).    

 

 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



Keep in your prayers: 

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             
requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 
stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of the Bruner twins: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? yes 

How long have you been a member?  We are not members yet. 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? that we know almost everybody here and 

it is our family 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? at HKC when everybody 

gets along and we are having a good time 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? pray for them  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? hearing funny stories in the 

Bible 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? reading and              

rollerblading 

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? ice cream - vanilla and birthday 

bash 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

Bucket list - holding a snake and going to Oregon 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Save the date for Mary’s Tea and Basket Party, scheduled to be held 

on April 27th at SPFCC! If you are interested in putting together a 

basket or have questions about the event, please contact Katie          

Schilling. 

 

• Our Circle of Faith women have an exciting evening planned for Tuesday, March 

5th. The ladies will meet at church at 5:10 to share rides to Honeywell Center in        

Wabash. Six o’clock reservations have been made for a delicious buffet meal at              

Eugenia’s, followed by the on-stage production, Church Basement Ladies: Rise Up O 

Men, at 7:30 p.m. The ladies look forward to their special night! 

  

 

• Join us for an Ash Wednesday service here at SPFCC at 6:30 pm on March 6, 2019 as we 

enter into Lent.  

 

• Lenten devotionals are available to be picked up in the William Street 

foyer! Also, during Lent, the Teaching Team will be facilitating weekly 

gatherings each Wednesday from 6 pm-7 pm at SPFCC beginning                  

Wednesday, March 13 and ending Wednesday, April 17. This time will be 

used to discuss reflections from the devotional and to pray together.  

 

•  Membership classes will begin the week of April 28th! If you are interested in the 

upcoming membership classes at SPFCC, please contact Pastor Zen. 



SPFCC March Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

1 
 
 
 
 

2 

 

 

3 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
 
2-4 pm Games 
Galore 
 

4 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

5 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Night at 
New Hope 

6 pm Circle at 
Honeywell 

7 pm FH rental 

HH 

6 
 

6:30 pm Choir 

6:30 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
service 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 

HH 

7 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

 
 
HH 

8 
 

9 
 
 

10 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am Worship  

11 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

12 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 
6:30 pm Council  
 

HH 

13 
 

6 pm Lenten 
gathering at 
SPFCC 

6:30 pm Choir 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 

HH 

14 
 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 
HH   

15 
 

16 
 
Sanctuary 
rental 

17 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting   
 

9:30 am Worship 

18 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

19 
 

 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  
 

HH  

20 
 

6 pm Lenten 
gathering at 
SPFCC 

6:30 pm Choir 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 

HH 

21 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 

 
HH 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:30 am Worship  
 
 

25 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

 
 

 

26 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
 

27 
 

6 pm Lenten 
gathering at 
SPFCC 

6:30 pm Choir 

 

 

28 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

 

29 30 

 

If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view the Sunday duties 
by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  

31 

9:30 am Worship  
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, 

and he relents from sending calamity.”            
Joel 2:13 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

