
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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 We have aunts who tricked 

their governments for the sake of 

their children. We have a strange 

uncle who ate honey and locusts. We 

have brothers who sacrificed birds 

and lambs in a big temple and 

prophesied to dry bones. We have 

sisters who prayed down by the river 

and preached about a risen dead 

man. 

 

 And you thought your family 

was weird? 

 

 We are kin to Augustine 

whose journey of faith was nothing 

short of a family vacation gone 

wrong. Saint Francis is in our family 

tree, too, and when people wouldn’t 

listen he preached to the birds. Julian 

of Norwich is one of ours, with her 

wild story of spiritual visions of 

Christ. John Calvin belongs in our  

 

fold right alongside Jacobus 

Arminius—these are the two that 

always ruin Thanksgiving Dinner. 

You can add Dorothy Day, Billy 

Graham, James Cone, and 

Watchman Nee to the family tree, 

too. 

 

 Isn’t this something? 

 

 Christ has called us into his 

body. We call it the church. It has 

existed across the globe and 

throughout the centuries. It began in 

Eden and keeps beginning again by 

the power of the Spirit. And St. 

Peter’s First Community Church is 

one tiny part of this very big, very 

diverse, and very beautiful family. 

 

 So on November 4th, 2018, 

we will celebrate this reality through 

a celebration called “All Saints’  

 

Day” (formerly called Totenfest). 

This is the day in the church’s 

calendar when we celebrate the 

mystery that, though some have died 

in body, we all belong inseparably to 

one another. This is what the early 

church, summing up the biblical 

witness, called “the communion of 

saints.” On this day, we remember 

and celebrate God’s faithfulness to 

us in life and in death, in body and 

in spirit, by remembering and 

honoring those we’ve lost. 

 

 May we enter this solemn 

celebration, with tolling bells, in 

faith, hope, and love—and fully 

aware of just how beautifully strange 

our beloved family is. 

 

   In Christ, 

   Pastor Zen 



 

Birthdays 

11/01, Evan Blocker 

11/02, Rod Myers 

Linda Stephan 

11/03, John Heiney 

11/06, Don Malone 

11/09, Bob Heiney 

11/11, Rose Sneary 

11/13, Cindy Hildebrand 

11/15, Kenny Foust 

Susan Meyer 

11/16, Josh Flynn 

Kristie Johnson 

11/17, Christopher Royer 

11/18, Tom Jennings 

11/19, Ron Schenkel 

11/21, Trever Davison 

Daniel Kimmel 

11/22, Rhonda Foust 

Tom Hosler 

Gary Yeiter 

11/23, Jamie Cocklin 

Megan Engle 

Vera Miller 

11/24, Diane Hill 

Betsy Royer 

Marland Sell 

Jesse Singleton 

11/25, Jill Gamlin 

Sharon Rivers 

11/26, Adam Myers 

Dan Stephan 

11/28, Jerome Mackowski 

11/30, Jennifer Braun 
 

Anniversaries 

11/10, Tim & Samantha 

Schultz 

11/12, Mike & Tracy Krieg 

11/26, Art & Brandy Kalhoefer 

11/29, Ron & Dianna Whitesell 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy.”           

Psalm 16:11 

      After a week-long vacation during which she practiced her “big bed” sleeping skills 

(surrounded by pillows to help relieve Mom’s fear that she may fall on the floor), three-

and-a-half-year-old Eloise decided she wanted to sleep in a big bed at home, too. Upon our 

return home, Daddy changed her crib over to a toddler bed, and she successfully slept in 

her “big girl bed” in “big girl undies” all night for the very first time at home. She is very 

excited about this new venture! 

      Eloise was able to experience different things on vacation than 

she experiences during her ordinary days at home, and when        

presented with the choice while away on vacation to sleep in a Pack 

‘n Play or a big girl bed, she chose a big girl bed. New and different         

experiences have a way of opening us up to possibility and often 

allow us to see things from a broader perspective. New experiences 

help us think outside the box. As I think about the things Eloise is 

carrying over from vacation into her everyday life back at home, 

God has led me to think about what I can carry over from vacation 

into my ordinary life, too. The ending of a wonderful vacation is 

always bittersweet. Being free from the demands of work and  

scheduled activities and being able to go a whole week without  

rushing to get anywhere is relaxing and brings peace. I think Eloise 

jumped off the side of the pool into the water 1,000 times over the 

course of the week of vacation. There was nothing else she would rather be doing, and 

there was no place else she or we needed to be! There is a yearning to stay one more day 

soaking in the sun, splashing in the waves, not watching the clock, in this place that brings 

such peace, because there is no real agenda or routine to follow. And, yet, as relaxing and 

peaceful as vacation is, there is a yearning to return home…to our own beds, our own toys, 

and to the agenda and routine that we truly do enjoy and that helps bring structure to our 

lives. 

      How do you mesh the two…the peacefulness of time away and the routine of our          

ordinary lives? As I’ve reflected on how to do this, God has continued to lead me to         

presence….presence rather than productivity. I must be present in the moment. And, when 

I’m present in the moment, I’m able to sense God’s presence in the moment with me and 

am better able to follow His lead. Without realizing it, I believe this is what vacation      

allows us to do and to be. It allows us to be present…rather than productive. How do we 

carry that with us throughout our daily lives? 

      Of course, there is a time and place for productivity, and there are some things that 

simply must be done, but often being productive wins out over being present in my life. 

One way I’ve begun to implement presence is by showering and getting ready for my day 

15 minutes earlier. Rather than spending an extra 15 minutes “being productive” in the 

mornings…doing laundry or dishes or responding to emails, when I get ready 15 minutes 

earlier, I’m able to wake up Eloise and get her out of bed in the morning, which she          

always asks me to do. Prior to this, I would tell her that Mommy would be getting ready 

and that Daddy would get her out of bed. After being able to fall asleep with Eloise and be 

with her as soon as she woke up while on vacation, God has helped me see that being          

present in the moment when she wakes up is important and is one way I can help carry 

over the peacefulness that vacation brings. Getting ready earlier hasn’t alleviated our 

chaos getting out the door in the mornings, but it has helped, and it is bringing more joy to 

our morning routine! 

    Where is God leading you to be present in the moment? How can you be more aware of 

His presence with you? When can you pause and recognize the joy that being in God’s 

presence brings? I encourage you to look for areas in your life where God is leading you to 

practice presence, and I pray that you would alter your daily routine enough that you       

respond to His leading, as He makes known to you the path of life. May you choose           

presence rather than productivity, and may you experience more fully the joy and peace 

that His presence in each moment brings. “[T]his moment... right here... is full of its own 

hope. It’s full of its own joy. It’s full of its own heartache and its own holiness,” (Becky 

Thompson, Scissortail SILK, https://www.facebook.com/ScissortailSilk/). May you be 

present in it.    ~ Megan Engle ~ 



 

Children’s Update 

*The Ingathering will take place later this month.  All kids are   

invited to help us carry the canned goods from the Ingathering  

forward during the service.  Check out upcoming bulletins for 

more information.   

*Thanks to all our          

children’s ministry                

volunteers who invest in 

the kids on Sunday              

mornings.  We really            

appreciate you!  We will be 

looking for additional            

volunteers to help with our 

children’s ministry in the 

new year.  We invite you to 

prayerfully consider            

investing in this way!   

Celebration Moment:  I love the joy and excitement our           

volunteers have to share with the kids!  I’ve talked with several 

volunteers recently who have shared how much fun they have 

helping on Sunday 

mornings!  They          

enjoy sharing about 

Jesus, laughing with 

the kids, and             

spending time         

together.  I’m so 

thankful for our          

volunteers who care 

so much for the kids 

and their families.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 

*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 

pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome to          

attend.   

*Our annual Friendsgiving meal will be coming up later this 

month!  The youth are looking forward to cooking and sharing 

a meal together.     

Celebration Moment:  I’m encouraged by the way the youth 

care for one another.  They want to support each other and  

notice when someone is not here.  I’m impressed by the          

questions they ask and their desire to be a support to one          

another.      

Homework Help Update 

*We’ve had a great first nine weeks of the school year at             

Homework Help!  The program is for middle & high school        

students and meets Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*We are looking for additional adult volunteers to provide              

assistance, support, and encouragement to the students.  Volunteers 

are especially needed on Monday and Thursday afternoons.  If 

interested in volunteering, please contact Megan Condry for more 

information.   

Celebration Moment:  We have had so many wonderful               

celebrations recently!  Students proudly brought in grade cards 

and were excited about improvements they had made.  Other          

students have been so willing to ask for help to understand new 

concepts.  We’ve had conversations with families who are thankful 

and appreciative of the program.    

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings from 

6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  Registration 

forms are available in the William St. foyer.  

*God provided a wonderful fall evening for our HKC Fall Party 

last month!  The kids enjoyed a fun hayride, making s’mores 

around the campfire, sharing together, and even learning about 

horses from a farrier.   

Celebration Moment: Our fall party was quite the celebration!  It 

was encouraging to see 

the kids sharing,           

laughing, and having 

fun together.  They kept 

sharing about how 

much they enjoyed the  

evening!  They enjoyed 

God’s beautiful          

creation throughout the  

evening and got to see a 

beautiful sunset and an 

almost full moon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    

Thank you SPFCC family for supporting and investing in these various ministries.  Your            

volunteering, prayers, support, encouragement, financial gifts, and love truly are a blessing.  

Thank you for being a part of Kingdom work here in Huntington.   



                   

Release and receive 

    Fall is my favorite time of year.  I’m not always decisive when 

asked about my favorite of something but if asked about my 

favorite season, I always answer fall.  I enjoy the colors, sights, 

sounds, and smells of fall.  The cool mornings and warmer days 

are about perfect to me.  I enjoy boots, scarves, and jackets.  I’m 

all for reasons to have more hot chocolate and coffee.  Anything 

pumpkin or caramel is a must.  I like bonfires, hayrides, and fall 

activities.  I greatly enjoy curling up under a nice warm blanket 

with a good book (probably while sipping hot cocoa and burning a 

caramel candle).  Of course, there are the beautiful things 

happening outdoors, too. 

     The other day I was driving and felt like all of a sudden the 

trees had just turned.  The sun was shining and the deep and rich 

hues of the various leaves changing was beautiful.  During my 

short drive, I saw maroons, reds, oranges, yellows, greens, and 

various shades of all in between.  Some trees were completely 

turned and others were just beginning.  Leaves scattered across the 

grass and streets and with a small gust of wind, other leaves made 

their way down.  Whenever I see the leaves falling, I smile and 

remember fondly of playing in the leaves and raking them as a kid!  

We seemed to have mountains and mountains of leaves, and I’m 

pretty sure I leaped into that crunchy wet pile of leaves a few times 

before loading them up and sending them out to the curb.  There is 

something about watching the leaves fall that tugs at something 

deeper within me. 

    As much as I often don’t enjoy the bitter cold, snow, and ice of 

winter, I am thankful to live in a place where the seasons change.  

The changing of the seasons outdoors reminds me of the changing 

of seasons in my own life.  At times it feels like fall, like things are 

being pruned and pulled away.  Even though the leaves falling off 

can feel like a hard thing, we still marvel at its beauty.  People plan 

entire trips to watch the leaves change color and fall.  Losing 

leaves is essential to the life and well-being of the tree.  If the 

leaves remained on the tree, it couldn’t withstand all the extra 

weight of the snow and ice of winter.  The leaves falling is really a 

blessing, a preparation for the season ahead.  Isn’t that true in us, 

too?  Sometimes the pruning God does in us, when things have to 

fall away is really part of God preparing us and making room for 

us to receive the next thing. 

     Releasing can be hard.  It is quite the chore for me to clean out 

my closet or, even worse, my books.  I have a hard time letting go 

of things and spend a lot of time trying to justify things into the 

keep pile.  I haven’t worn this shirt in years but I might need it in 

the future is a tempting rational.  Letting go can be quite a time 

consuming process.  After I’ve made all my piles, taken bags of 

clothes to be donated, I look at the treasures I’ve kept nicely hung 

in my closet, and I feel great.  A peace rushes over me.  A sigh of 

relief escapes my lips.  The days ahead are a little bit brighter as far 

as my dilemma of what to wear because I can actually see all my 

clothes, and I love the ones I’ve kept.  My releasing has made my 

future decisions easier and more peaceful.  The releasing is hard, 

but worth it.  The same is true of the releasing in the bigger things 

of my life, too.  Just like I can’t keep all the clothes I’ve ever 

owned in my closet, I can’t keep holding onto all the things I’ve 

been a part of or have done.  When I try to hold on to too many 

things: responsibilities, decisions, relationships, experiences, etc, I 

begin to feel like the tree with the snow coming on top of my 

leaves.  I feel like I am crushing under the weight.  Something has 

to give before the whole thing falls down.  There are seasons where 

I have to release some things and some commitments to be open to, 

ready to receive, what the Lord has next.  It can be hard in those 

moments, but the peace it brings and opportunities it allows me to 

be fully present are quite beautiful.  “Release brings with it the gift 

of peace.  The beautiful, bare winter branch can now receive its 

snow.  When we release in peace, we signal we’re now ready to 

receive.  Receive what’s next.  Receive what’s best.  Receive 

what’s meant for this season, right now.”  (The Best Yes, 100). 

     I want to receive what’s next!  I want to be open to what God 

has ahead rather than be stuck holding onto all my things.   

Imagine a tree trying to keep its leaves when they were made to 

fall.  The trees were created to release so they can receive in winter 

and come spring, new life erupts.  They are meant to do this!  How 

often I can forget the beauty of this process of releasing, receiving, 

and renewing.  God created this beautiful process and gave us the 

trees as reminders of what He is doing in and through us.  I find 

great comfort in remembering that even through all the changes at 

the top of the tree, the base, and the roots remain strong.  The 

sturdy base remains through all the changes.  It reminds me of the 

faithfulness of God being with me through all the changing of the 

seasons in my own life. 

     “The wind whips past her, trailing a whispered, “R-e-l-e-a-s-e.”  

She must listen or she will break.  Her trees need to be stripped and 

prepared for winter.  But she can’t embrace winter until she lets go 

of fall.  Like a tree, a woman can’t carry the weight of two seasons 

simultaneously.  In the violent struggles of trying, she’ll miss every 

bit of joy each season promises to bring.”  (The Best Yes, 99-100).  

As you journey through the fall, as you enjoy the beautiful colors 

of the leaves, remember the releasing and preparing work God 

wants to do in your own life.  Be open to where He may be leading 

you to let go so that you can experience peace and receive what is 

ahead.  Remember that you were not made to carry it all and that if 

the trees don’t release their leaves, they won’t be ready to receive 

the snow.  Spend some time asking God to reveal what needs to be 

released in you.  Thank Him for 

being with you in this journey.  

Release and receive. 

A Letter from Megan Condry 



SPFCC November Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery 
 
HH 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 

 

 

12-5 pm Girl 

Scouts - MR 

4 
9:30 am 
Worship and All 
Saints’ Day 
 
12-4 pm FH 
Rental  

5 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical  
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

6 
SeniorPak 
 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
College Park 
 

7 pm Circle 
 
 
 

HH 

7 
5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 

Group 
 

HH 

8 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery 
 
 
 
HH   

9 10 
 
 
 
 
4:30-7 pm 
Steak Supper 

11 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30 am 
Worship  
 

 

12 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 
 
 

13 
 
6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Council 
 

HH 

14 
5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 

Group 
 

HH 

15 
 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery 
 
HH 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast  
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship and 
Congregational 
Meeting 

19 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

20 
 
SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  
 
 
HH 

21 
5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 
 
 
 

HH 

22 
 
SPFCC Office 
Closed - Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
 

11 am-4 pm 
FH Rental 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 
 
 

26 
5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 

HH 

27 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

28 
5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

 
 

HH 

29 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery  
 
 
HH 
 

30  

We welcome you sharing your feedback with us, regarding the changes we have made to the Evangel, by contacting Megan 

in the church office. If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view 

the Sunday duties by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



 

 

SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of Barbara Derr: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? no 

How long have you been a member?  ten years 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? community outreach 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? when I had my children 

How would you express God’s mission for your life? to help those around me in any way 

that I am able to, be interested in their lives 

What are some ways you share love with those around you? helping with projects, 

smiling and being happy with them  

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? many things, but my two          

favorites are my twin granddaughters 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? read 

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? cheesecake, caramel turtle 

Any additional info you would like to share?  

Would love to experience Oberammergau Passion Play 

 

The Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 18th, at the conclusion 

of the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Agenda items are the 2019 budget and election of 2019 

team leaders. The proposal of candidates for the 2019 Council is as follows: 

Worship: Brian Royer     Finance:  Bonnie Hosler 

Fellowship: Ann Ambler     Missions:  Andy Miller 

Women's:  Samantha Sutorius   Property:  Gary Yeiter 

Men's: Doyle Krieg                   Teaching:  Dan Jarvis 

 Childcare will be available during the meeting. 

 All who attend SPFCC are encouraged to stay for the meeting. 



 

Twenty-five "Lunch Bunchers" recently  

enjoyed a yummy meal, creative fall craft, 

and lively conversation at SPFCC. It was a 

delight to have Kay Delauter (oldest member 

at 99 years young!), Zetta Schultz, and 

Freda Martin join the lunch this time! 

Lunch Bunch is offered twice a year for the 

church family, once in the spring and once in 

the fall. Thanks to our Fellowship Team for 

hosting this fun, semi-annual event!  

 The "Games Galore" event that the Fellowship Team put on was a HIT! Even though there was a small         

gathering, those in attendance had a great time playing, Rummy, Aggravation, Right, Left, Center, and 

Farkel. All were so actively engaged in their games that they didn't have time to eat any snacks! Now that's 

called a FUN time! Even little Emmalyn joined in and helped Jessie win at Aggravation! Hopefully this       

activity would be something provided each month? We'll see! 
 

 The Fellowship Team has been organizing meals provided to the Switzer family twice a week for several 

weeks now. Arlene and Bill (along with daughter, Paula) greatly appreciate all those who have provided 

meals for them and feel so blessed to be remembered. Paula now stays 24/7 to aid her failing parents as         

Arlene deals with the return of cancer. Prayers are still needed! 
 

 The Fellowship Team continues to visit shut-in members and send out monthly cards to those that are unable 

to attend on a regular basis. 
 

 "SMILE" is the key word for getting to know one another at SPFCC! The                

Fellowship Team would like to begin a photo gallery of our new members,           

frequent visitors, and SPFCC members. Please contact Sally Morrison (our talented 

photographer) to arrange a photo shoot. Preferred time for a photo shoot is on a       

Sunday after worship service.  
 

 The Women’s Team invites you to check out the angel tree all decorated for fall and 

Thanksgiving! If you would like to donate an angel in memory of a loved one to be 

placed on the angel tree, you are welcome to drop off your angel to Megan in the 

church office.   
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

