
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      St. Peter’s First Community Church 

is rooted, by its history, in the German 

Reformed Church. Our church ancestors 

would have known The Heidelberg 

Catechism (1563). This dusty, old 

document was once a primary tool for 

educating German Reformed Christians 

on what Christians ought to believe. 

 

      I read from The Heidelberg 

Catechism from time to time. As I 

prepare sermons at my desk—one of 

our old communion tables—I wonder 

how many sermons, Sunday schools, 

and confirmation classes used the 

catechism. And how many of the people 

who learned from it then received 

communion across the table that now 

serves as my desk. We learn and we 

worship; we worship and we learn. This 

is the rhythm of discipleship.  

 

      As I was reading the catechism this 

week, I came across Day 25’s question 

and answer. “It is through faith alone 

that we share in Christ and all his 

benefits: where then does that faith 

come from?” This is a good question. 

As a Christian, I’ve struggled internally 

with how my own faith rises and falls. 

I’m like the poor fellow in the gospel 

who cries out, “I believe; help my 

unbelief!” Where does faith come from 

and how is it sustained? 

 

      The catechism offers an answer that, 

I think, is as good as the question. “The 

Holy Spirit produces [faith] in our 

hearts by the preaching of the holy 

gospel, and confirms it by the use of the 

holy sacraments.” There is a lot to 

unpack in this short answer. The gist of 

it is this: The Spirit uses acts of worship 

to produce and nurture faith within us. 

“Preaching the holy gospel” happens 

through prayer, reading the Scriptures, 

and sermons. These acts “produce faith  

in our hearts.” Sacraments—like 

baptism and Holy Communion—

“confirm” the faith the Spirit has 

produced in us. They are visible signs of 

invisible realities. In baptism, our belief 

that Christ has made us new is 

confirmed by the water poured over our 

heads. At the communion table, the 

hope that Christ dwells in us and makes 

us one in him is confirmed by the 

breaking and sharing and eating of the 

bread. 

 

      This is a rich, beautiful way to 

imagine what happens during worship. 

Worship is more than just us going 

through the motions. It’s more than just 

singing or listening or standing or 

sitting. Worship is God with us as God 

produces faith in our hearts. The best 

part about it? It’s true. 

 

   Every blessing, 

           Pastor Zen 



 

Birthdays 

10/01, Barbara Reed 

10/02, Brittany Krieg 

10/06, Janet Dalrymple 

Sandy Hacker 

10/08, Cora Sult 

10/11, Danielle Kelsey 

Amy Schultz 

10/13, Paula Bittner 

10/19, Adrian Halverstadt 

Dana Meyer 

10/22, Shari Brinneman 

10/27, Samantha Schultz 

10/28, Kay Flick 

Mackenzie Foust 

10/29, Chris Freeman 

Larry Heister 

Oliver Metzger 

10/31, Charley Baker 

 

 

Anniversaries 

10/03, Adrian & Kelly           

Halverstadt 

10/10, Brian & Marla Kelsey 

10/12, Homer & Vicki Patrick 

10/14, Don & Cora Sult 

 

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 

have it abundantly.” John 10:10 

      Do you ever find yourself resisting God’s blessing out of fear of eventually losing 

that blessing? Do you ever worry that you are not doing enough with the things God 

has entrusted to you and, in turn, you miss out on enjoying the blessings that God has 

placed right in front of you? Do you ever feel guilty that you didn’t take advantage of 

an opportunity to fully utilize a blessing God has given because you were preoccupied 

with worldly concerns? 

      “Let yourself be blessed” is a message God has recently put on my heart. How do 

we let ourselves be blessed? God has been encouraging me to let go of these fears, 

worries, and anxious thoughts about the blessings God bestows, and instead to be 

filled with truth, gratitude, and confidence in Christ. God blesses us to be a blessing, 

but first we must learn to accept that He truly desires to bless us abundantly (John 

10:10). A tool I learned through my Narrow Gate experience with Victory Noll Center 

that has helped me toward openness to recognizing, receiving, and giving thanks for 

God’s blessings is the Thanksgiving Examen by St. Ignatius (The New Spiritual        

Exercises: In the Spirit of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin by Louis M. Savary), which has 

five steps. 
 

1. To give thanks for benefits received. 

2. To ask for grace to recognize things you should personally be grateful for. 

3. To take account of your day from the hour you arose to the present time, hour by 

hour. Take account of good thoughts, ideas, intentions, good works spoken and 

heard, good acts that positively touched your life or the life of someone around 

you. 

4. To praise and thank God for the opportunities you had to make a difference in the 

world and to inspire you to recognize such opportunities in the future. 

5. To thank God for all He has done for you and to ask: What can I envision doing 

that would lead me to be even more deeply grateful? 
 

      As I spend time processing through this 

examen, God continues to lead me to a place 

of acceptance and appreciation, guiding me 

to let go of what I want and to embrace each 

moment just as God is giving it to me, rather 

than trying to change it to align with my  

ideals. “This swallowing the richness of     

living, it comes in letting yourself be blessed. 

Letting yourself be loved,” (Ann Voskamp). 

     As we experience life lived more intimately with God, we take the pressure off of  

ourselves to get it all right, and we become a vessel for God to do his great work in us 

and through us. God doesn’t want us to miss out on the good things he has for us      

because we are worried about whether or not we’re doing it right! 

      My hope is that as you practice praying through the Thanksgiving Examen, you, 

too, would become more receptive to love and more receptive to that with which God 

desires to bless you. May you immerse yourself in the blessings God has given you, 

allowing yourself to soak in them and to enjoy them. And, as you do, may you find 

that you don’t have to try so hard to be a blessing, but that as you go out and live life 

with God in all its fullness, you will naturally bless others along the way!  

                 ~Megan Engle 



 

Children’s Update 

*Our children’s classes are: 

 Nursery (Infant – age 3) 

 Little Discoverers (Preschool/Pre-K) 

 Young Explorers (K-2nd grade) 

 Kids Ignite (3rd-5th grade) 

*Thanks to all our children’s ministry volunteers who invest in the 

kids on Sunday mornings.  We really appreciate you!  If you are 

interested in joining our volunteer team, please contact Megan 

Condry.      

Celebration Moment:  I’ve had the privilege of being in all of our 

children’s classes somewhat recently and I am so encouraged by 

the connections and relationships!  I enjoy seeing the kids and  

volunteers interact as well as the friendships the kids are             

deepening with 

one another.  

It’s always 

great to see 

parents           

sharing          

together as 

well.  I’m 

thankful for 

these beautiful 

ways that God 

is at work!   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 
*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 pm.  

All middle and high school students are welcome to attend.   

*We had a great time helping pack the bags for Blessings in a 

Backpack last month!  Thanks to all from SPFCC who came out 

for a fun evening of fellowship and service as we packed over 300 

bags for area families.   

Celebration Moment:  I’m encouraged by how much the students 

enjoy helping with Blessings in a Backpack.  As soon as we             

finished they were sharing how great it was and asking when we 

could go again.  It’s great to see them having fun while serving 

and sharing in this way.    

Homework Help Update 

*Homework Help kicked off the new year in August!  We’ve had a 

great start to the year with many familiar faces and a few new ones 

too.  The program is for middle & high school students and meets 

Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*We are looking for additional adult volunteers to provide               

assistance, support, and encouragement to the students.  Volunteers 

are especially needed on Monday and Thursday afternoons.  If 

interested in volunteering, please contact Megan Condry for more 

information.   

*We appreciate the drinks you have recently provided for           

Homework Help!  The students enjoy these daily snacks and 

drinks as it is a huge boost to give them energy for their studies!  If 

you would still like to donate items, please drop off prepackaged 

snacks and drinks in the box in the Fellowship Hall.     

  *Homework Help will not meet October 15th-18th during 

HCCSC’s fall break.  We invite you to join us in keeping the         

students and their families in your prayers.   

Celebration Moment:  It is a joy to journey with these students and 

celebrate all kind of victories with them.  We’ve been encouraged 

this year by the dedication and efforts of some of the students.  

They are working hard and grasping new concepts.  It’s                

encouraging to see familiar faces return and for the staff and         

volunteers to continue these supportive relationships.    
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings from 

6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).  Registration 

forms are available in the William St. foyer.  

 *HKC kicked off the new year in August and we’ve been having a 

great time on Monday evenings!  The kids are full of energy and 

enthusiasm!  They are eager and excited to grow in their faith.   

*Our annual fall party of hayrides, games, and s’mores will be 

coming up later this month!   

Celebration Moment: We are so encouraged by the energy of the 

kids!  They love being at HKC and are retaining so much from 

week to week.  Recently they shared about ways they saw God 

working in their lives and it is so encouraging to see them trusting 

God each day.   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          

Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



                   

More than a Bracelet 

   Recently, I found myself huddled under a tent as rain dripped 

down my back.  I was looking through hundreds and hundreds of 

bracelets.  I was shoulder to shoulder with others I didn’t know, 

but soon we were sharing in the experience together.  We helped 

each other search for a specific word or raved about a super rare 

find someone found.  What drew us together on that cold, rainy 

afternoon wasn’t just the search for a new bracelet but the 

connection we shared of knowing that these bracelets were 

changing the world.  These bands have been my bracelet of choice 

for nearly a decade.  They begin with a simple piece of mud 

crafted into a band and then a word is engraved on top.  My first 

MudLOVE band had orange string and the word esperanza (hope) 

engraved in it.  Since that first band, I’ve acquired quite a 

collection, not only because they are a fun accessory, but because 

there is a deeper heart and purpose to these bands.  MudLOVE has 

a partnership with Water for Good and the purchase of a band 

provides clean water for an individual in the Central African 

Republic for one week.  We gave out red hope bands at HKC 

several years ago and it warmed my heart to see the adults and kids 

wearing them.  I wore that red band out!  I have a bowl of 

MudLOVE bracelets with a fair number of them sporting broken 

elastic bands from wear. 

     I was beyond excited about the MudLOVE event and even 

though it was raining, I knew this was something I wanted to 

support.  I looked through the piles of bands, searching for what 

new word God was using in my life that I needed to be reminded 

of throughout the day.  I landed on my choices, abide and renewed, 

and selected the string colors for my new bands.  As much as I 

loved these new bands, there was also something meaningful about 

each of the bands and words that sat at home in the bowl. Even 

though it is unlikely that I would wear all my bands at once, the 

thought of having some of the words available again, as reminders 

of God’s truths in different seasons, appealed to me.  I asked if I 

could bring in my old bands and get new strings.  I loved the 

response I got.  “Of course!  We want our products to last.  Any 

product of ours that breaks from wear and tear, bring it in, and we 

will get it restored for you.  Even a mug.  You drop it on the floor 

or break it.  Bring it back in.  We will figure out how to remake it.  

We don’t want any of our items in the trash can.” 

      Every time I look down at the band on my arm, I am reminded 

of that beautiful conversation on that rainy day.  We don’t want 

you to throw away our items.  We will restore them.  Isn’t that the 

beautiful sentiment our Father has for us?  He doesn’t want any 

part of our lives to be thrown away, discounted, marked as trash, 

but instead, sees these broken, battered, wounded pieces, and He 

says I want to restore that.  I don’t want to create something brand 

new, I want you.  I want you, my child, who I’ve created, called, 

and loved.  I would be honored to spend time in the kiln, repairing, 

redeeming, restoring, and bringing these broken pieces back to new 

life. 

     One of our volunteers was sharing at HKC about how God sees 

us and how we are each so important and beautiful to God.  He has 

a special place for each of us.  She had the kids do puzzles and 

then held up a particular piece.  Is the puzzle complete without this 

piece?  No!  God’s beautiful world is not complete without you!  

He loves you and has a special plan for you.  Each puzzle piece has 

different colors and designs and marks.  If we look at just one 

piece it doesn’t make sense.  Why is there a black spot or a slight 

curve?  We only see a tiny piece and sometimes wonder what it 

means but when we put it together, we see the full picture.  The 

same is true of us.  Sometimes parts of our story don’t make sense 

in the moment.  There are painful black marks or broken slivers 

that we don’t think will ever be beautiful again, but God, in His 

amazing way, brings those things together.  Something that 

happened to us, a darkness we didn’t think we could get through, a 

valley we found ourselves walking in, becomes an avenue for 

something new.   Out of the painful scars, God creates something 

new.  The broken pieces become the moments where we found 

God’s love anew or become the stories we share with others to 

remind them of the redeeming work God does in our lives. 

     All the marks on the puzzle piece of our lives have value and 

purpose.  Sometimes we get so caught up in trying to figure what 

they mean now, that we miss the beauty that will come later.  In 

the story God is writing, all those pieces have their place.  The 

things that feel like wounds at the time, the seasons that feel 

covered by darkness, are not thrown in the trash, but instead are 

carefully used and crafted by our Maker.  He takes the broken 

pieces and He chooses to use them to redeem us.  “We can be 

mended only if we have been broken, and so often it is in the 

mending that we feel most clearly His tender heart toward us.  

Every detail of each story is His grace, His gift to remake us in His 

image and rename us: His” (Daring to Hope, 193).  The beauty is 

that we are made new out of our brokenness.  He uses those broken 

pieces that we thought were just trash and molds and shapes them 

into something new and beautiful.  We are still scarred and bruised, 

but we are His and we are new in Him.  It’s the rebuilding in us 

that only a Savior could do that allows us to keep spreading the 

hope that He brings. 

    While checking out the MudLOVE website, I came across this 

beautiful phrase.  “There is always potential for the broken to be 

made new.”  MudLOVE says that broken clay or messed up items 

are not thrown away but sent back into the next batch of clay.  

They are reworked and remade into something new.  God speaks 

this truth in each of our lives over and over again.  “I am making 

all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 

 

A Letter from Megan Condry 

Finance Report 

August 2018 

  Income:  Unified Budget Giving    $   9,678 

    Trust Income     $    1,337  

    Miscellaneous Income    $      304 

  Expenses:     $  16,185 

   

  Tuck Pointing funds:    $  41,315 



SPFCC October Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

2 
6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service 
at Central 
Christian 
 
7 pm Circle 
 
HH 

3 
5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 

Group 

 

HH 

4 
 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery 
 
HH – early 
release 
 

5 
 
 
 

6 

 

7 
 
9:30 am 
Worship  

8 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

9 
SeniorPak 
 

6 pm YSB 
Parenting Class 
 

6:30 pm 
Council 
 

HH 

10 
12 pm Lunch 
Bunch 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 

Group 
 

HH 

11 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery 
 
HH - early 
release 

12 13 
 

14 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship  
 

2-4 pm 
Fellowship Team 
Games Galore 

15 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6 pm 
Something 
Biblical 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting  

17 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 

18 
 
 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast  
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am 
Worship  
 

1:30-6 pm FH 
Rental 

22 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 

5:30 pm 
Worship Team 
Meeting 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
 

HH 

23 
 
SeniorPak 
 
 
 
 
 
HH 

24 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
HH 

25 
 
 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery  
 
HH 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:30 am 
Worship 
 
Hess Shower 

29 
  
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
 
HH 

30 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

31 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 
HH 

   

We welcome you sharing your feedback with us, regarding the changes we have made to the Evangel, by contacting Megan 

in the church office. If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view 

the Sunday duties by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  



ASSORTED NUTS ( 1 lb bags) ID # Cost Each Quantity Total Cost

Fancy Mammoth Pecan Halves 60000 11.00

Fancy Pecan Pieces 60010 11.00

Light Walnut Halves & Pieces 60015 11.00

Deluxe Mixed Nuts (no peanuts 60025 11.00

Giant Salted Whole Cashews 60030 11.00

Colossal Natural Pistachios 60045 10.00

Whole Almonds roasted & salted 60050 10.00

Heart Healthy Nut Mix        60080 10.00

Fruit & Nut Mix 60084 8.00

Sweet & Salty Trail Mix 60087 8.00

Almond Cranberry Granola Mix 60089 7.00

Harvest Medley Mix 60095 11.00

ASSORTED CANDY (1 lb bags)

Chocolate Coated Pecans 62000 11.00

Chocolate Coated Giant Cashews 62005 11.00

Chocolate Coated Jumbo Raisins 62010 8.00

Chocolate Coated Bridge Mix 62015 8.00

Chocolate Coated Almonds 62020 10.00

Chocolate Coated Peanuts 62022 8.00

Giant Malted Milk Balls 62025 8.00

Dark Chocolate Cranberries 62027 9.00

Praline Pecans 62038 11.00

Chocolate Pecan Clusters 9oz box 62043 10.00

Dark Chocolate Sea Salt Carmels 8oz box 62047 10.00

Dark Chocolate Mint Patties 8oz box 62048 10.00

                      Grand Total of Order  

Name

Phone

St. Peter's reserves the right to not order product if quanity is not sufficient.

Payment at time of order is appreciated but not necessary.  Thank you for your Order!

          Make checks payable to ST. PETER'S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH

          Order deadline is Sunday, October 14, 2018

Terri Lynn Nuts and Candy

Fall 2018 Order Form



All Saints’ Day, previously referred to here at SPFCC as Totenfest, is on November 4th. We will remember 

our church family members and also the extended family of our congregation as requested. If you have a loved 

one who died between October 2017 and now whom you would like to honor during our service on November 

4th, please contact Megan in the church office at (260) 356-7728 or stpetersfirst@att.net by October 25th to get 

your loved one’s name included on the list of those we will specifically remember that day.  

 

SAVE THE DATE! The steak supper date is Saturday, November 10!  This is a great meal to share with family 

and friends, and we hope you will plan to attend.  Team members will be looking for lots of help that evening, so 

be prepared to give a couple hours or more to help.  

 

The Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 18, 2018, at the conclusion of the 9:30 am 

worship service.  Agenda items are the 2018 budget and election of 2018 team leaders. Please mark your            

calendars and plan to attend this meeting! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who participated in and volunteered to help with the YMCA-Drovertown 5K! Your      

involvement is very much appreciated and helped make the event a success! Save the date for next year’s race 

scheduled for September 14, 2019! 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: stpetersfirst@att.net 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zenxhess@gmail.com  

Becky Lyons, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

megancondry@gmail.com 

 

 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 

you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10  

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
mailto:zenxhess@gmail.com

