
 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community Church is to 
glorify God, build up the body of Christ, and reach out to 
those in our community and world to help them become 

followers of Christ. 
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      Words are important. Christianity has 

many words that shape how we live and 

what we believe. Strange words like 

crucifixion, resurrection, and sanctification. 

There is a word that goes a long way in 

helping us imagine what it means to be 

Christians. That word is koinonia. 

      Koinonia is a Greek word used in a 

couple different ways throughout the New 

Testament. It’s helpful to think of its usage 

like drawing water from a well. In one 

sense, koinonia is humankind being drawn 

into God, like a bucket being lowered into a 

cool, refreshing source of water. In another 

sense, koinonia is humanity pouring out its 

blessings upon others, like that same 

bucket being poured into the parched 

mouth of the thirsty.  

      These two senses of koinonia are never 

separate. Never. And the place they meet 

most clearly is at the communion table. Let 

me explain. 

      When we break bread and share the 

cup together at the communion table, Paul 

says we are koinonia-ing with Christ’s own 

body and blood (1 Cor. 10:16-17). As a 

bucket is lowered into the well’s waters, we 

are raised into Christ’s own body and  

lifeblood. This strange image is not just a 

personal uniting to Christ, however, but the 

uniting of each person who eats and drinks 

to one another and to Christ. For this 

reason, koinonia is sometimes translated 

“fellowship” or “intimacy” or “participation 

with.”  

      Only one chapter later, Paul reprimands 

the Corinthians for their failure to 

understand the communion meal. “When 

you come together, it is not the Lord’s 

Supper you eat…One remains hungry, 

another gets drunk…Do you despise the 

church of God and humiliate those who 

have nothing” (1 Cor. 11:20-22)? The 

wealthy Corinthians, who do not have to 

work into the evening, begin eating and 

drinking until they’re full and drunk, so that 

when the poor Corinthians arrive from a 

long day’s work there is nothing for them. 

They are shamed, hungry, and thirsty—

divided from the fullness of koinonia.  

      This leads to the second sense of 

koinonia. Throughout the New Testament, 

it is a word that means “to share” or “to 

give selflessly.” We are encouraged to 

“make a koinonia for the poor” (Rom.  

15:26) and to “not neglect doing good and 

koinonia-ing, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased” (Heb. 13:16). Like a bucket filled 

with cool water refreshes the thirsty, we 

make offerings to those in need from the 

abundance we’ve received.  

      At the Lord’s Table, we are drawn into 

koinonia with God and one another so that, 

having received hospitality and 

nourishment, we will koinonia to the poor. 

Communion moves us, by the Spirit, toward 

God and toward neighbor. This is why, in 

our prayers for preparation leading into 

communion, we pray that God’s presence 

in the meal would be made known to us 

and that God would give us the strength 

and endurance we need to be Christ’s body 

to Huntington, and to the ends of the earth.  

Brothers and sisters: may you be like a 

bucket that is lowered into cool waters, 

filled up and nourished, so that you may be 

relief to the world’s many thirsts.  

      Here are passages where koinonia is 

used throughout the New Testament: Acts 

2:42, Romans 15:26, 1 Corinthians 1:9,        

1 Corinthians 10:16, 2 Corinthians 6:14,       

2 Corinthians 8:4, 2 Corinthians 9:13,           

2 Corinthians 13:14, Galatians 2:9, 

Philippians 1:5, Philippians 2:1, Philippians 

3:10, Philemon 1:6, Hebrews 13:16, 1 John 

1:3-7. 

    

   Every blessing, 

    Pastor Zen  



 

Birthdays 

05/01, Marla Kelsey 

05/03, Jennifer Hollingsworth 

05/04, Scott Harter 

05/05, Sally Kimmel 

Janice Smith 

05/09, Rick Chesterman 

05/10, Donald Krieg 

05/11, Anna Kalhoefer 

05/12, Jill Krueger 

05/13, Carol Baker 

05/15, Lawson Lemon 

05/16, Megan Condry 

Jenna Strick 

05/17, Diane Sills 

05/18, Steve Schilling 

05/19, Lincoln Baker 

05/23, Ron Whitesell 

05/24, Shawn Malone 

Dianna Whitesell 

05/26, Kyle Metzger 

05/28, Angie Albright 

05/29, Joshua Moudy 

05/30, Theda Neel 

05/31, Landree Lemon 

 

Anniversaries 

05/05, Kirk and Sherry Baker 

05/21, Ryan and Satin Lemon 

05/25, Joanna and Art Kline 

 

  

A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to 

the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on 

the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will 

guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.” Psalm 139: 7-10 

      As I plan and prepare, pray and listen, discern and decide the next steps to take in 

life, it brings me great comfort to know that God is always there. There is nowhere we 

can go that He is not already. I often struggle with making decisions because I fear 

making the wrong ones. I will put off making a decision as long as I can or I will not 

make a decision at all because I don’t feel prepared well enough to make it. Likely in a 

similar vein to many of you, I want to think through and weigh all of my options, to 

see and know how each of these options will play out, and to be prepared for whatever 

outcomes may be the result of the decisions I make today. But, God didn’t create us to 

know the future. And, the more I try to know what is to come, the farther I feel myself 

moving from God. He doesn’t ask us for our ten year plan, our in depth analysis, or 

our strategy on how to make the next year the best one ever. God asks us for our 

hearts in this moment. He asks us for open eyes, listening ears, and a heart and soul 

willing to obey as He gently leads us to the next right thing. He asks us to trust Him 

with all that we are, knowing that wherever we go, He is there.  

      How do we give God our hearts? How do we listen to and obey His leading? God 

has recently reminded me that we start by giving Him our time. I have a morning quiet 

time routine with which I begin most mornings, but as a recent addition to this time 

I’ve added some actual quiet. I’m giving God five minutes each morning where I do 

nothing but listen to and observe what He’s saying and doing. I don’t have an agenda 

during these five minutes. I don’t read, write, or pray. I just ask God to speak, and I 

listen. These five minutes feel like forever! But, in this five minutes I spend each 

morning, I feel God moving, I sense His peace and His nearness to me. I don’t get  

answers, but I find rest for my soul. I realize that God is changing me. I still desire for 

God to give me black and white answers, but I’m also learning that the answers we 

seek and the decisions we make aren’t the point (the Next Right Thing by Emily P. 

Freeman, pg. 16). Our being molded and shaped more and more into Christ’s likeness 

is the point. As we spend time with Christ, we are molded and shaped to be like Him. 

      Instead of being held captive by the decisions to be made looming in front of us, 

God guides us to “[D]o the next right thing now. Not the next big thing. Not the next 

impressive thing. Just the next right thing in front of us,” (Freeman, pg. 15). For me, 

the next right thing often simply means slowing down enough to listen to and see God. 

It means embracing moments of silence. It 

means unrushed walks to the park. It means 

loving my kids in big and small ways…laying 

on the floor laughing, pushing the swing for the 

hundredth time, and saying “Yes,” to the         

request “Me do it!” when making dinner, which 

means it will then take twice as long to prepare 

and to clean up. It means trusting God that 

these next right things done in love are enough 

for today.  

      When throughout your day can you spend a silent moment listening to God? How 

is God molding you and shaping you to be more like Christ? Are you allowing           

yourself to be molded? What next right thing is God calling you to do in love today? 

Where does God want to show you not to worry or fret, for He is already there? 

      “When you catch a tiny glimpse of the future, be sure not to smother it with your 

own agenda. Let it breathe. Let it grow at a healthy pace. Admit it’s both delightful 

and terrifying. As you take your next right step today, trust that God won’t let you 

miss your own future,” (Freeman, pg. 60). May you be open to God’s voice, to God’s 

guidance, and to God’s hope, so that you may more fully experience His peace that 

surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7).                 ~ Megan Engle  



 

Children’s Update 
*Thanks to all our children’s ministry volunteers who invest in 
the kids on Sunday mornings.  We really appreciate you!  We 
are looking for additional volunteers to help in our children’s 
ministry classes on Sunday mornings throughout the summer.  
We invite you to prayerfully consider investing in this way!  If 
you have an interest in sharing Christ’s love with the kids, 
please contact Megan Condry for more details.   

*April was a beautiful month as the 
kids learned more about who Jesus 
is and what it looks like to walk 
with Him each day.  We                   
appreciated the children helping 
pass out palms on Palm               
Sunday and want to give a big 
thanks to Ashley Hines for coming 
to share about baptism with the 
kids!  Older children enjoyed                  
participating in the Easter service 
while little ones celebrated that 

Jesus is alive!  As spring was appearing outdoors, it provided 
wonderful connections to sharing about resurrection life.   

Celebration Moment:  My heart was encouraged watching the 
kids interact with Ashley 
as she shared about her 
baptism and journey with 
Jesus.  It was beautiful to 
see us all lay hands on 
Ashley and hear the kids 
pray for her!  Another joy 
was hearing a small child 
share truth about Jesus and the life he brings through a story 
she created!   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Homework Help Update 
*The program is for middle & high school students and meets            
Mondays – Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 pm.   

*The students have one month left of this school year!  We are             
looking for additional volunteers to fill in a few times in the 
month of May.  If you’ve been interested in checking out the 
Homework Help program or have an hour on a weekday     
afternoon, talk with Megan Condry about helping out this 
May!   

*Please pray for the students to have strength, energy, and                   
motivation to finish the school year strong!     

Celebration Moment:  I am so thankful for our volunteers!  The              
relationships that have formed and deepened between the  
students and volunteers is such an encouragement. Our         
volunteers care deeply for the students and keep up on what’s 
happening in their lives.  They give high fives, speak words of 
encouragement, provide a listening ear, bring a smile, and help 
students patiently with their homework.  I love to see how 
much both the students and volunteers enjoy seeing each            
other!   

HKC Update 

*HKC (Huntington Kids Club) meets on Monday evenings from 
6:30-8:30 pm for kids in 2nd-6th grade (or ages 8-12).                          
Registration forms are available in 
the William St. foyer.  

*The kids have been learning about 
Easter recently through hands on 
activities and reading from God’s 
Word.  They are growing so much 
in their understanding of Christ’s 
death and resurrection and what 
that means for our lives!   

*HKC will be wrapping up for the 
spring with our end of the year           
celebration on Monday, May 20th.  
Stay tuned for information on     
special HKC gatherings this        
summer!   

Celebration Moment:  We’ve been encouraging the kids to look 
for the ways that God is at work around them.  It’s been great 
to see them starting to see the ways God is with them each and 
every day.  We’ve been guiding them through a quiet time with 
Jesus and the things they are observing, sharing, and learning 
are awesome.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 
*Youth group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 
pm.  All middle and high school students are welcome to 
attend.   

*The youth did an amazing job serving our community this 
month through helping with a Make it Shine project and             
Blessings in a Backpack.  They enjoyed painting and weeding at 
General Slack Park with others from SPFCC and the Huntington 
community.  We all enjoyed packing 350 bags of food for  
Blessings in a Backpack.  Thanks to those from SPFCC who 
joined us in sharing Christ’s love with our community.     

Celebration Moment:  I was so encouraged by the enthusiasm 
and joy the students had while serving recently!  They enjoyed 
investing in this way and asked when we could do something 
like this again!   

Please continue to pray for all the children & youth involved in these activities.                                                                          
Pray for the volunteers who interact with them each week.    



Keep in your prayers: 

• All those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 
 

*If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain and receive prayer                                                                             

requests throughout the week, please contact Megan Engle at                                 

stpetersfirst@att.net to let her know.* 

A Letter from Megan Condry  

The Ink on the Page 

      I was writing in my journal when suddenly the words were no longer coming out of my pen.  I wrote harder and tried all the tricks  
before giving into the reality that I had used up yet another pen.  I’ve always loved to read and write.  I remember as a young kid writing 
books for my family and for a school writing program.  They were quite the tales!  I also remember being pretty excited about getting my 
very own diary.  Oh the things I must have thought important to have included!  As I got older, I started journaling.  I would spend time 
with God in prayer by writing out my thoughts.  I did a lot of processing, discovering, and journeying with Him through those words.  I 
have a box of journals from the last years and if you were to look back, there are times where I wrote every day and there are long               
seasons of silence.  Recently, I’ve realized how important those times of writing are for me.  I’ve gone through a few journals and feel that 
the words are just pouring out of me.  Writing brings a clarity to my mind and spirit that few other things can.  I understand that we are 
all not writers, but I believe that we all have our things that draw us nearer to the heart of God and help us process and discern the            
journey. 

     Journaling is like a returning to a lost love for me.  Each time I return after a season away, I am reminded of just how much my spirit 
needs these moments with God.  It’s like an epiphany of the kind that we already know.  We know these things are good for us but              
somehow in the chaos of life, we can so easily forget what is most important.  So for me it was getting up early one morning to read, pray, 
and journal.  As I sat on my couch, the sun beaming through the windows, I felt God’s presence there with me.  The words came from 
somewhere deep inside: 

     “The sun is pouring in my window this morning.  It’s at just the right angle to where it is shining fully on me but not blinding me.  I feel 
like I am basking in the light of the sun and it is a glorious and beautiful reminder of your presence here with me, Lord.  I hear the sweet 
sound of birds chirping through my open windows.  There is that sense of beauty, hope, and anticipation of new life beaming all around.  
The trees are still bare, but soon, new life will begin to emerge from their seemingly dead branches.  Sometimes we miss this process, don’t 
we?  Sometimes we forget to look, watch, anticipate, and hope for the new leaves to emerge.  Then there are other times where we are 
literally hanging onto any sight, glimmer, or ounce of new growth.  Just a tiny fleck of green!  We find ourselves glued to the window or 
moving our gaze upward each time we go outside.  We are fully immersed in the present as we long for the new to arrive.  Sometimes we 
are in seasons where we just need to see that one light, color, leaf, or new growth appearing.  We are filled with longing and hope.  We 
are clinging to the hope that the new will come.  On that day when it arrives, the sight of it brings tears to our eyes as a smile curls on the 
edge of our face.  We feel deeply the reminder that if God can bring new life to all the trees each year, then He can certainly bring new life 
into our stories as well.  The birds are having quite a conversation outside and I feel a smile spreading across my face.  These natural 
smiles – birthed out of the joy of creation – found in love, hope, and joy – are the best.  There aren’t many places I’d rather be right now 
than here with you, soaking up the sun, resting in your presence, communing with you, and hearing your words of truth.  God, I long for 
more of you and less of me.  All I need is to hang onto you and walk closely with you.  I am letting go.  I am releasing things into your care.  
Lead and guide me as I walk throughout this day.  Open my eyes to see all the new life springing up in and around me.  God you are good 
and you are here.” 

     A sense of peace fills me as I journal and read these verses each morning.  There is something beautiful about declaring truth over each 
day.  “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).  “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your                     
faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:21-23).  I find that the more intentional I am about spending this time with God, the more I am prepared for 
the day ahead.  Throughout the day I have many perspective shifts as I return to God’s words of truth and life.  “Whenever I get lost in 
what feels too hard and my thoughts start to veer off into an unhealthy place, I will remember God is unchanging, always true, and never 
fails to follow through on His promises to me.  He is never late, never untrustworthy, and loves me more than I could begin to                             
comprehend.  He is to be trusted, and I will rest in Him” (It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way, 202).   

      That’s what I’m choosing to do each day, to pick up my pen and write.  When I rise, I declare this to be a day that God has created and 

given.  I’m going to keep resting in Him, communing with Him, and trusting Him because I can’t do it without Him and honestly, I’m done 

trying to do so.  Often I feel like the person I journaled about longing for any sign of spring and new life.  I’m finding that the more I spend 

time basking in His truth, the more my eyes are open to the redeeming, transforming, and new thing God is doing.  It’s about just being 

with Him.  The more time I spend with Him, the greater my longing for more of His presence.  So I encourage you to pick up your pen or 

go outside or do whatever that thing is that draws your nearer to God.  Whether it’s declaring truth over your day in the car or praying 

with friends or singing praise songs on a run, find your way to bask in His presence.   



SPOTLIGHT on our CHURCH FAMILY 

Questions asked of the Sam Sutorius: 

Has St. Peter’s First Community Church always been your home church? No. It was my home 

church for two years when I was an HU student, and I’ve been glad to call it my home again 

for the last three years since I moved back! 

How long have you been a member?  since December 2016 

What is it about SPFCC that keeps you engaged? the sense of community and family                        

atmosphere - So many people welcomed me in when I started coming to church as an HU           

student, and I felt that same spirit when I moved back six years later. It was like I never left! 

Can you describe a time when you’ve experienced God’s love? Many times! The people in this church have shown 

me God’s love by welcoming me. I feel God’s love through HKC and interacting with the kids. I feel God’s love 

through the love of my family and friends! 

How would you express God’s mission for your life? As a social worker and professor, my calling is to love and serve 

others and fight against injustice in the world.  

What are some ways you share love with those around you? by being a friend and listening to people’s stories -  I 

love getting to know people and being a part of their story.   

What is one thing that brings a smile to your face? sunshine and nice weather 

What is your favorite thing to do when you get the chance? anything outdoors—going for walks or bike rides, 

camping, swimming, kayaking, or just laying in my hammock reading a book 

What is your favorite dessert (kind and flavor)? Brownies!  

Any additional info you would like to share?  

Places you’ve traveled: Jamaica, Costa Rice, Romania, and several U.S. states 

Places you would like to travel: I love travelling and being able to learn about and experience other places and 

cultures. Bucket list item is to visit every continent at least once and travel as much as I can! 

Job: Instructor of social work at HU, also currently working on my doctorate in social work 

No kids of my own, but I love spending time with kids! I love watching them figure out life and finding joy in 

life.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Pizza and Bunco Bash: Women, mark your calendars! You won’t want to miss our              

Circle of Faith final get-together of the season! We plan to gather in Fellowship Hall at 

6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 7th, for a pizza party and Bunco Bash. We will be treated to 

a yummy Z-Place meal, including a variety of pizza, as well as salad, dessert, and drinks 

to accompany it. The cost is $5 which can be given to Megan in the church office. Sign 

up on the sheet on the foyer table outside the office, please, by Sunday, May 5th. Around 7:15 

p.m., let the games begin! If you don’t know how to play Bunco...no worries! It’s a simple game 

to learn and many laughs while mingling are bound to be shared. If you have any more questions 

or concerns about this casual, care-free evening, let Megan Engle or Sally Morrison know. See you on the 

7th, ladies! 

• Sign Up! Dates on which a group from SPFCC may attend a Fort Wayne TinCaps game are June 2 and 30, 

July 21 and 28, and August 4. On the sheet outside the church office, please sign up for the dates you are able 

to attend games, so we know how many can go on which date! We want to get the cost for lawn seats down 

to $5, so we need at least 20 or more to commit to going! 

• Graduate Recognition: We would like to recognize our high school and college                         

graduates!  Please contact Megan in the church office by Thursday, May 16th, with the names of 

any graduates you would like to have recognized and the graduate’s future plans.       

• For the 50 days following Easter, we encourage you to join us in paying attention to signs of the              

resurrection! What reminds you of the resurrection? How do things in your everyday life point you to the 

hope of new life? Pick up a Seeing the Good News sheet in the William Street foyer or outside the sanctuary 

so that you can record where you see resurrection hope each day. Bring one of your signs of the resurrection 

with you on Sunday mornings to share with us and to add to our congregation's painting that will be             

displayed when finished to help continually remind us of the resurrection and new life.  



SPFCC May Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 

1 
5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
HH 

2 

 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 

HH 

3 
 

4 

 

5 
 
9:30 am Worship 
 
 
2-4 pm Games 
Galore 
 

6 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
 

6:30 pm HKC 
 
HH 

7 
 

SeniorPak 
 

6:30 pm Circle 
at SPFCC 

6:30 pm 
Community 
Prayer Service - 
Central Christian 

 

HH 

8 
 

5:45 pm 
Children’s 
Choir 
6:15 pm 4H in 
MR 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
HH 

9 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
 
 
HH 

10 
 

11 
 
 

12 
Happy Mother’s 
Day! 
8:45 am 
Fellowship Team 
Meeting 
 

9:30 am Worship  

13 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
6:30 pm HKC 
HH 

14 
 

6 pm YSB Foster 
Parenting 
Classes 
6:30 pm Council 
 
 

HH 

15 
 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 

HH 

16 

 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
HH   

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 am 
Children’s Team 
Meeting   
 

9:30 am Worship 

20 
 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6:30 pm HKC 
 
 

HH 

21 
 

SeniorPak 
 
6:30 pm 
Women’s Team 
Meeting 
 
 

HH  

22 
SPFCC Office 
Closed 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

HH 

23 
 
 

7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
HH 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
9:30 am Worship 
 
10:45 am 
Worship Team 
Meeting  
 
 

27 
 

Memorial Day - 
SPFCC Office 
Closed 
5:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
5:30 pm Meal 
Ministry 

28 
 
6:30 pm 
Property Team 
Meeting 
 
HH 

29 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
 
 

6:45 pm Youth 
Group 
 

HH 

30 

 
7-9 pm 
Celebrate 
Recovery at 
New Hope 
 
HH 

31 
 
McKenzie’s 
Hope Rummage 
Sale setup at 
SPFCC 

 

 

If you have questions about Sunday duties, please see the bulletin, your Sunday duties emails, or view the Sunday duties 
by clicking on the link for “Volunteer Worship Duties” on the homepage at www.spfcc.org. Thanks! 

 *HH denotes Homework Help program, which runs from 3 - 5:30 p.m.  
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

stpetersfirstcom@yahoo.com 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

