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Keep in your prayers: 

• All of those impacted by COVID-19. 

• Those in our church community practicing spiritual disciplines this Lenten 
season. 

• Individuals dealing with medical issues and recovering following medical 
procedures. 

• All of those facing financial, emotional, spiritual, and health stresses. 

About The Evangel 
 

The Evangel is a quarterly publication that provides St. Peter’s First Community Church with teachings and devotions,  
updates from teams and missionaries, and a preview of upcoming ministry opportunities and church activities.  
 

This quarter’s theme is “Emptying”. The cover art and devotion entries will all circle around this theme. "Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in      
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:4-7). 
We, as Christians, are called to humble ourselves, being emptied of our own worldly desires, in order to be filled with God 
and His great love. May we be emptied of the things that stand in the way of our nearness to God in order that we may 
live in service to God and to one another. What is God inviting you to empty so that you can make room to be filled with 
more of Him? 
 

This edition is for March through May 2021. 
 

If you’d like to learn more about the content of this edition or to contribute to future Evangels through art, poetry or          
devotional writings, please contact Megan Engle at megane@spfcc.org.  
 

About St. Peter’s First 
 

Mission 

St. Peter’s First Community Church is a covenant community committed to glorifying God by building up the body of 
Christ and helping others in our world and neighborhood become followers of Jesus.  
 

Covenant 

We covenant with one another to seek God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to obey His Word, and to         
witness the good news of Jesus Christ to the world around us. This we do through the power of the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us by the Father to glorify the Son, looking forward toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life. 

Allie Ramsay writes about the ink drawing she created for the cover of this edition. "In Adlerian Psychology, there is 
the concept of Gemeinschaftsgefuhl, or community feeling, which means 'to see with the eyes of another, to hear 
with the ears of another, to feel with the heart of another.' This community feeling helps us become aware of and 
tend to our community's interests and needs. I was asked recently by a professor how I imagined a world where        
community feeling was realized. I thought of a communal garden. I thought of kneeling in the dirt, shoulder to          
shoulder, unearthing potatoes and picking tomatoes and marveling at how large the fennel grew. I thought of us         
taking care of the land and each other - growing and tending and feeding and delighting. No belly going hungry. No 
one left behind. 
     Gardening, like realizing Gemeinschaftsgefuhl, is a beautiful, messy, and humbling experience. To cultivate a           
garden that can effectively yield good food, one must first prepare the earth by emptying it of weeds that might 
choke the seed and stones that might impede the plants' growth. Similarly, in order for me to effectively participate 
in social interest, I must first tend to my own garden. On bended knee, I must empty myself of all that might keep me 
from  receiving the goodness of the Spirit so that I might fruitfully serve God and others. So let us go down to the   
garden. Let us put our hands in the dirt. And let us make space for all that is good." 



A Word from Pastor Zen 
 

At first blush, emptying may seem like an odd theme for a church newsletter. Isn’t faith about being filled up  

rather than emptied out? Doesn’t Jesus make us whole rather than hollow us out?  

 

We chose emptying as a theme for this quarter because the months it covers include both Lent and Easter 

Sunday. The season of Lent and the day of Easter invite us to think about “emptying” in two different kinds of 

ways, both of which are important for Christian living. 

 

First, Lent is a lot like the season before planting seeds in the field. The old growth needs plowed under. The 

fields need emptied so that the seeds find good soil, and as easily as possible! Tilling, digging, amending are all 

a part of the emptying process. During Lent, Christians fast as an act of faithful fallowing. We empty                 

ourselves—like Jesus emptied himself (Phil 2:5-11)—knowing that God alone fills us with what we truly need. 

 

We might compare this way of emptying to Christ’s death and burial. He was emptied, even to the grave. 

Christians are instructed that we must lose our lives in order to gain them. We must die to sin and be raised in 

Christ. In other words, Lent empties us out so that we can be filled with Christ. 

 

What about the second way of thinking about emptying? If the first way is comparable to Jesus being emptied 

out in death, the second way is like God emptying the grave on Easter morning. It is God’s active work of              

emptying death’s cold hands, emptying sin of power, emptying the powers of darkness of their weapons.  

 

Some theologians say that “evil” doesn’t actually exist. Instead, evil is the negation or, if you will, the emptying 

of something good. For example, death is an evil because death negates life, which is good. Evil threatens to 

empty out God’s good creation. But, being no match for God, evil is emptied out by God’s unconquerable love.  

 

In a way, these two ways of thinking about emptying are tied up with one another. Our self-emptying is an 

echo and a foreshadowing of God’s first emptying out of evil on the cross and final emptying when Jesus            

returns.  

 

And so we Christians are an empty people. But in God’s upside down, inside out kingdom, emptiness is blessed 

fullness. As Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” 

 

            Every Blessing, 

            Zen 

 

 



Children’s Update 
*Family Connection:  Our SPFFC family connection group 

on Facebook is a place for kids and parents to gather.  It 

is a resource hub with encouragement, support, and           

resources for families to dive deeper into faith               

conversation and discovery at home together.  Videos for 

kids are shared along with ways families can prepare for 

Sunday’s service.   Details about upcoming opportunities 

for connection and a variety of other encouragement for 

kids and families are included.  We hope these resources 

are a blessing to your family as you discover more about 

our great God and as you do the holy work of parenting 

each day!   

*The SPFCC Mobile Library for Kids opened in May and 

has been running each week since!  Check out our mobile          

library page on Facebook.  The bookshelf is updated each 

week with a variety of books for families to read and           

enjoy together.  Take a look at the current offerings for 

the week and comment on the books you’d like to              

reserve.  May sweet conversations happen as you and 

your family read together and may you be drawn deeper 

into God’s great love for you!  

*Storytime:  Join us each Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

to hear Miss Megan read a book aloud with your kids!  

Kids discover truths about God through the stories and 

enjoy connecting with one another on Zoom!  We pray 

together, chat about the book, and sometimes listen to a 

song before wrapping up around 7:30 p.m. each             

Thursday.   

*Observing the Lenten Season:  We’ve been                             

brainstorming and praying about ways to encourage you 

and your families into this deeply experiential season.  

We invite you to check the SPFCC Family Connection              

Facebook page for videos, resources, and ideas to              

encourage conversation, growth, and faith discovery 

throughout Lent.  Our Sunday morning worship will                 

incorporate intentional Lenten connections and            

experiences for kids, as well.     

Celebration Moment:  Our virtual Happy Birthday, Jesus 

Christmas Party was a delight!  It was wonderful to see 

the kids’ excitement as we celebrated Jesus with one            

another.  Laughter, fun, connection, friendship, and joy 

were experienced by the kids and their families.     

 

Homework Help Update 

*Homework Help is having a great 8th year, and we         
continue to be encouraged by the flexibility of the             
students.  We are offering an in-person and virtual option 
to students.  We’ve had students take advantage of both 
offerings and give thanks for the technology that allows 
us to support students through our online option.  The 
students are enjoying some new parts of Homework Help 
as we’ve adjusted to this season with additional cleaning, 
social distancing, mask wearing, etc.   

*Homework Help meets Monday – Thursday afternoons 
from 3:00-5:30 pm.  We have openings so if you know of 
a middle or high schooler who would benefit from a quiet 
space to work on their homework and receive assistance 
from caring adult volunteers, contact Megan 
(meganc@spfcc.org) for more information.   

*Thank you for your continued generosity in providing 
snacks and drinks for our Homework Help pantry!  The         
students look forward to and appreciate these snacks to 
stimulate their minds and bodies for their studies.   

*A major part of the program is the relationships and         
connections that form between the students and adult           
volunteers.  This program would not be possible without 
our amazing volunteers.  We have an exciting                    
opportunity this year as we are inviting volunteers to 
help in-person or virtually.  As we add more students, our 
need for volunteers increases, so if you’d be interested in 
building relationships with students and have an hour a 
week, we’d love to get you connected.  Contact Megan 
Condry for more information.   

Celebration Moment:  It has been a joy to see the hard 
work and effort the students are putting in this year.  
Whenever a student comes in excited to share a test 
score or share their grades because they’ve experienced 
the benefits of studying, we celebrate!   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Update 

*The youth have continued to stay connected and meet 
together on Zoom each Friday evening. If any middle or 
high school student is interested in joining our weekly 
conversation, contact Megan Condry for more                  
information.   

Celebration Moment:   Throughout the Advent season, 
the youth enjoyed reading through the Biblical narrative,            
listening to thoughtful music, and engaging with images.  
It was encouraging to see how each youth resonated and          
connected with different resources that helped them          
engage more fully with the Christmas story.     

mailto:meganc@spfcc.org


      
 

The Wilderness 

       I’ll be the first to admit that emptying isn’t easy and doesn’t come naturally to me.  I can all too often get caught up in the negative 
connotation that word gets in our culture.  I often hear this language that empty is bad and full is good or sometimes that overflowing is 
even better.  The longer I live and the more I learn of the life of Jesus, I see how this idea gets turned upside down.  Emptying isn’t bad.  In 
fact, it is the path toward freedom, fullness, and presence.  This emptying, letting go, and releasing is such a central part of the season of 
Lent in which we find ourselves.   
     I have trouble letting go of things.  I’m talking of course about “stuff”, literal things, but also about other things that I hold on to, worry 
about, and try to control.  Fear tries to tell me that if I get rid of that item, I’ll regret it or if I let go of the outcome of this decision, I’ll be 
wrong.  I’m learning though, that it’s in this releasing, laying down, and emptying that we are filled.  If there is a word that has come up 
numerous times in my life and that I continually feel drawn to, it is simplicity.  Last year, before Covid-19 hit, I had taken on intentionally 
cleaning and clearing different rooms and spaces in my home.  I remember how freeing it felt to have empty spaces on my shelves and 
counters!  Visually seeing space provided a much-needed reminder of how I need space in my life internally too.  I felt a new sense of 
peace and joy in my home being surrounded by less that meant more to me.  How strange that it is in accumulating that I think I will find 
fulfillment and contentment but it’s in the releasing, the letting go, and the simplifying that I find what my heart is longing for after all.  
This is also true in decluttering my life; in the ways I spend my time, resources, and in the internal mindsets, beliefs, and noise.   
     During the season of Lent, we often recall back to Jesus’ time in the wilderness before his temptation by Satan in Matthew 4.  “Jesus 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness” because it was there, and only there, that Jesus was at the height of his spiritual powers.  It was 
only after a month and a half of prayer and fasting in the quiet place that he had the capacity to take on the devil himself and walk away 
unscathed” (The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry, 125).  I am captivated by the fact that Jesus was led into the wilderness because the             
wilderness had something good and beautiful to offer.  In the quiet place, when Jesus emptied himself and made room and time to be 
alone with the Father, he was filled to be able to withstand temptation.  The wilderness was a gift.  The getting away and the emptying 
allowed the Spirit to fill Him.  In stopping, resting, and emptying we create space to be filled.  It’s like laying down the baggage we’ve been 
carrying or the thoughts that are constantly swirling around in our minds.  When we go to the wilderness, when we enter the quiet place, 
when we release those things, then we can be filled with the Spirit of life and truth.   
     Jesus offers an invitation of rest and freedom in Matthew 11:28-30.  “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get 
away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and 
lightly.” 
    Emptiness leading to fullness.  Releasing paving the way for freedom.  These are lavish and gracious gifts from the Father.  They are gifts 
that I all too often miss because I too often forget that it is in getting away that I find my real life with God.  I have to be willing to enter the 
wilderness.  I can follow the Spirit’s promptings to enter that place again.  I have to continually lay down my desires, expectations, and 
fears.  Living in the “unforced rhythms of grace” is a daily if not moment by moment choosing to allow myself to be emptied so that I can 
be filled by the One who gives life.   
     The Lenten season offers us an opportunity to engage in a different pace or rhythm for a time.  It is an invitation into emptiness, to clear 
out the noise (both externally and internally) so we can hear the voice of God and be reminded of what is true.  That’s where the various 
practices, disciplines, and rhythms come into play.  What can I let go of for a time (or longer) to remind myself of how God fulfills and          
sustains me?  How can I turn the empty spaces in my day into opportunities to be filled by my Creator?  How can natural pauses and the 
rhythms of the world around me draw me into deeper communion with God?  In Lent we make space to allow God to examine our hearts.  
We open ourselves fully to God.  We walk into the wilderness heavy and burdened, and hopefully 40 days later we move forward freer, 
lighter, and more present. 
     As Saint Augustine said, “You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.”  I like how Dallas Willard puts it, 
“we are only at home in God.”  We were made for a full and abundant life with God.  God intends us to bring all of our hearts to him.  The 
invitation of the song “My Heart Your Home” by Maverick City sums it up well.   
 

So make my heart Your home.  All that’s mine is Yours. 
So make my heart Your home.  All my life is Yours. 

Come on in, take a seat.  I made room for You and me.  Never leave, oh Jesus, stay with me. 
 

     Will you open yourself and your heart to God?  Will you take a step into the wilderness?  Will you unload and unpack all the things 
you’ve been carrying with you?  Will you rest in the Father’s love?    In this Lenten season, I pray that you’ll embrace emptiness, walk into 
the wilderness, learn to love simplicity, release things into the Father’s care, and allow the Spirit to fill you.  Offer your heart to Jesus,          
inviting Him to make His home there.  Let go of all the expectations and comparisons and live with intention centered on the one thing; 
Jesus.  You are at home in God and He can’t wait to spend more time with you.  He longs for you to experience freedom, fullness, and 
presence.  Take that next step into the wilderness.  Lay down that one thing you’ve been holding onto.  Turn off the noise for a few 
minutes.  Reach out your hands.  Invite God into your heart.  “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you” (1 Peter 5:7). 
      I’ll be tripping and stumbling my way into the quiet wilderness with God this Lent.  I’m not just turning off the noise around me but also 
emptying and letting go of some things I’ve been carrying in my mind so I can hear more clearly the voice of God.  Will you join me in the 
imperfect journey of emptying during this Lenten season?  Will you respond to the Spirit’s call to enter the wilderness?  Will you allow God 
to fill you and help you learn to live freely and lightly?  I hope so.  I hope we can share stories of how the Lord met us in the wilderness.  
May you find your true home in God.   

A Letter from Megan Condry 



A Note From the Ministry Coordinator: 
“You are my hiding place. You keep me safe from trouble.                                                                         

All around me are your songs of being made free.” Psalm 32:7 
 

     Turn off the noise. Quiet the endless chatter happening in your head. Tune out from the voices of others that are fighting hard for 
your attention. Be still before the Lord, and listen for Him. Turn off the noise. The noise can be so loud that it becomes deafening, so 
loud that it drives us to complacency and inaction rather than to surrender to the Spirit and action in the mighty name of Jesus.        
Whatever sound is winning out in your heart and your mind that is louder than the voice of God, kick it out. Let it go. Make it cease. 
Tell it there is no room in your heart or your life for it because God is our hiding place, our resting place, our place of peace, and His 
voice always wins. The voices are many! We hear voices of well-meaning friends and family members, voices from authors in the 
books we’re reading, voices from members of our church family, from teachers, employers, coaches, email newsletters, and the voice of 
the latest person we’re following on social media who has given great insight. There are the voices of those we simply cannot ignore, 
like the voices of our own small children who literally cannot survive without us listening to them. None of these voices are in and of 
themselves bad. But, I have so many voices and pressures telling me how to make time with my family fruitful, intentional, restful, etc. 
that I forget to actually be present with my family, simply trusting God to guide our time together that we might be drawn to Him.  
     Unless we consciously make that decision to empty ourselves of all the things vying for our 
attention, we’ll never be able to hear the voice of God clearly. It seems I have a conversation with 
God almost daily that goes something like this, “God, speak,” to which God replies, “I did speak, 
dear child.” I ask, “When?” God tells me, “You weren’t listening,” or “You were busy,” or “You 
let someone else’s voice drown out mine.” But, God also graciously tells me, “I am still speaking, 
my beloved. Draw near. Come closer. Listen now.” None of this is done to shame me…or you. 
Often the voice I hear more loudly than God’s is my own inner critic listing to me all of the ways 
I’ve messed up or gotten it wrong or all of the ways I should be doing more. I get stuck in a         
comparison trap and think I should be engaged in all of the ways someone else is engaged. I get 
mad at myself for not having more poise or more patience or more openness to the Lord. This is 
not what God intends! When we recognize we are being moved away from God due to the lies of 
the world, God wants us to cry out to Him, “Lord, help me! Lord, forgive me! Lord, save me! 
Lord, quiet the noise!” When I realize time and time again that I failed to do something perfectly 
accordingly to the standards of the world, I have a choice. I can allow this to draw me to God or to draw me away from Him. “Be        
perfect, therefore, as our heavenly father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). The only way of being perfect is by drawing near enough to our 
Heavenly Father that we are hidden with Christ in God, constantly and continually connected, so that God may live in and through us 
and we might be guided by the Spirit to do what is righteous in God’s sight.  
     “The sadness of not being perfect, the discovery that you really are sinful, is a feeling much too human, even borders on idolatry. 
Focus your vision outside yourself on the beauty, graciousness and compassion of Jesus Christ. The pure of heart praise him from        
sunrise to sundown. Even when they feel broken, feeble, distracted, insecure and uncertain, they are able to release it into his peace. A 
heart like that is stripped and filled – stripped of self and filled with the fullness of God. It is enough that Jesus is Lord,” (Manning, 
Watch for the Light, pg. 194). 
     We have imputed righteousness and perfection that is readily available to us each and every day because we believe in Jesus…
because Jesus suffered, died and rose again and went to prepare a place for us in eternity with Him forever and now lives in our hearts 
and in our lives. Praise God! And, this place of imputed righteousness is where can choose to live…in response to God’s promptings, in 
peace, in surrender, in full recognition of the fact that we cannot do it all or be it all.  
     “Turn and look at Jesus. Admire him. Rejoice that he is what he is – your Brother, your Friend, your Lord and Savior…And once 
you’ve turned to Jesus, don’t turn back and look at yourself. Don’t wonder where you stand with him,” (Manning, pg. 194). You are 
deeply loved by Jesus, precious child. You are forgiven and dearly loved. Just keep looking at Jesus, drawn to the resting place of         
mercy, grace, forgiveness, peace, love, hope, redemption, and freedom! 
           How do we disengage from the things pulling us away from God so that we can be more fully present to the things drawing us       
toward God? We read God’s Word, and we learn to sit at God’s feet listening, paying attention, being still, looking at Jesus. We learn to 
pour out our hearts to God in prayer or in anguish. We ask God to quiet the endless chatter, the seemingly unending pressures, the 
“shoulds” that were never meant for us to take upon ourselves. And, as we draw near, as we shift our focus from ourselves, our             
circumstances, our shortcomings, our inability, to instead focus on Jesus, He removes the noise. It’s a daily burden to take up our cross 
and follow Jesus. We learn to see God’s image in all things.  I learn to gaze directly into the eyes of my kids as they dance with energy. 
I let the warmth of their tight squeezes and the joy of their contagious laughter wash over me. I let go of the voices telling me all that I 
should do and instead squeal with glee while climbing to the top of snow piles WITH my children! I notice and stand in awe of the way 
God paints a beautiful Indiana sunrise in the most magnificent colors right outside my back door in the midst of the short, dreary days 
of February, in order to get my attention, to draw me back to my hiding place in Him. Beauty. Silence. Peace. Surrender. These are the 
things that draw me near, but first I must be emptied of the things pulling me away.  
     As we enter this Lenten season and make room in our hearts for Jesus, I encourage you to draw near to God by simply asking Him: 
What is the one thing in my life that is currently louder than your voice, Lord? What is the one thing in my life that is pulling me away 
from you, Father? Sit quietly to listen for God to speak. If you don’t hear an immediate answer, keep asking…in different ways, on  
different days, in different locations. Be confident of this: God is speaking. Pray for ears to hear and eyes to see. Humbly ask God to 
empty you of the thing that has filled you up instead of Him, and then watch God work! May you bear witness to the miraculous ways 
God continues to show up and to be an active part of our lives when we surrender to Him.  
     Lord, forgive us for focusing too much on ourselves. Empty us of selfish desires. Quiet the unnecessary chatter. Show us what is 
pulling us away from you, Father. Teach us, God, to tune out the voices that are not yours. Turn our eyes to Jesus. Lead us to make 
room, to make space, to make time for Jesus to live in us. Guide us to be hidden fully in you, Father. Help us to receive and revel in 
your great love for us and to rest in the freedom that your great love provides. Amen.    ~Megan Engle  



Birthdays 

03/01, Sharon Sorenson 

03/03, Bonnie Hosler 

03/04, Carolyn Hosier 

03/05, Joanna Kline 

03/06, Lisa Harter 

03/07, Layla Ambriole  

Wilma Palmer 

03/08, Mike Hacker 

Ronald Reed 

03/09, Karen Wall 

03/10, Ethan Meyer 

Carol White 

03/11, Vicki Patrick 

03/14, Kaydince Kalhoefer 

Korbin Kalhoefer 

03/23, Dan Jarvis 

03/24, Hilda Mitten 

03/25, Brenda Schenkel 

03/26, Eloise Engle 

03/28, Kasey Davis 

03/29, Alfie Oprie 

03/30, Walter Hacker 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

03/08, Ron & Brenda 

Schenkel 

03/13, Nic & Jenny Wall 

03/29, David & Sally    

Morrison 

03/30, Jeff & Rhonda 

Foust 

 

Birthdays 

04/01, Jay Rinehart 

04/02, Sally Morrison 

04/03, Jenny Haneline 

Satin Lemon 

04/04, Shirla Eisberg  

Kylie Gamlin 

04/06, Sharon Metzger 

04/08, Barry Jarvis 

04/11, Eva Webb 

04/12, Robin Baker 

04/16, Geoffrey Guy 

04/16, Arthur Kalhoefer 

Ryan Lemon 

04/21, Megan Anderson 

Jeff Baumgardner 

Kenzie Gamlin 

04/22, Jim Hildebrand 

Cindy Yeiter 

04/26, Libby Davison 

04/27, Maddox Baker 

Bernie Bingham 

04/28, Sherry Baker 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

04/03, Josh & Claire Moudy 

04/06, JR & Maureen Flynn 

04/08, Don & Anne Malone 

04/15, Terry & Dorothy 

Rodgers 

04/16, Ben & Kasey Davis 

04/20, Efford & Sara           

Hamilton 

Birthdays 

05/02, Eleanor Oprie 

05/04, Scott Harter 

05/05, Sally Kimmel 

Janice Smith 

05/09, Rick Chesterman 

05/10, Donald Krieg 

05/11, Anna Kalhoefer 

05/12, Jill Krueger 

05/13, Carol Baker 

05/15, Lawson Lemon 

Abigail Nicholson 

05/16, Megan Condry 

Jenna Strick 

05/17, Diane Sills 

05/18, Steve Schilling 

05/19, Lincoln Baker 

05/23, Ron Whitesell 

05/24, Shawn Malone 

Dianna Whitesell 

05/26, Kyle Metzger 

Joey Bonewitz 

05/28, Angie Albright 

05/29, Josh Moudy 

05/30, Theda Neel 

05/31, Landree Lemon 

 
 

Anniversaries 

05/05, Kirk & Sherry Baker 

05/21, Ryan & Satin    

Lemon 

05/25, Art & Joanna Kline 

  



Missionary Spotlight - Andy and Cassie Miller and family 
 

     When we think about the last year of ministry there have been a few constants, but there has also been a lot of 

change.  Like in many areas of life, "normal" was no longer possible.  God was emptying Andy's busy travel 

schedule.  Andy could no longer go to college campuses, missions conferences, etc. and wasn't allowed to travel 

further than the thirty second commute to his basement      

office. 

     Like much of the world, this led to more video calls, 

more emails, and more electronic correspondence.  But it 

also led to more Holy Spirit infused creativity.   Outdoor 

events were much safer in the climate of the pandemic.  In 

October we had a group of fourteen guys from Moody        

Bible Institute come and do a campout, in tents, in the yard 

of Cassie's parents!  We had a group of Grace College        

students come and share a cookout with us!  We had the 

Global Vision (student lead missions group) from               

Huntington University over for a campfire!  These events 

gave us the chance to share about missions and what God is 

doing all over the world! 

     While the past year has looked a lot different than we thought it might, we are grateful for how God has been 

at work.  Many of the things God filled our pandemic time with, we are looking to incorporate into the "new        

normal" or "post-covid" realities of ministry, whatever that ends up looking like.  God has taught us to trust him 

more and though we don't know what the next year will look like, we do know that we can trust Him with it! 

 

 

 

 

* Worship Service on YouTube on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  
 

* Fellowship Time on Zoom on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

* Bible Study on Zoom on Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
 

* Morning Prayer on Zoom on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 
 

* Story Time on Zoom on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

* Evening Prayer on Zoom on Fridays at 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

As a reminder, St. Pete's will only meet for in-person worship once Huntington County reaches a status of yellow 

or blue for two consecutive weeks on the Covid-19 dashboard report, which is updated each Wednesday.   

SPFCC VIRTUAL GATHERINGS 

 

 

St. Peter’s First is grateful for your faithful contributions. Offerings can be 

mailed to the church or you can make an online offering here: https://

osvhub.com/st-peter-s-first-comm-church/funds 

https://spfcc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1ca399c96fd26d86c2bbfd4fd&id=37e567df7c&e=2022dfaeb9


 

 

 
 

 

St. Pete’s congregants are practicing various spiritual disciplines throughout this Lenten season. Jenna Strick, 

SPFCC’s Teaching Team Leader, is leading a small group focusing on silence during Lent to engage congregants 

in one such spiritual practice. The SPFCC staff is eager to help you observe Lent in a way that leads you to a 

deeper, richer life with God. Contact Megan Engle at megane@spfcc.org to let us know how we can help! 

 

Lenten Reflections:  
 

Lent is a season of making room in our hearts for Jesus. You are encouraged to take a few minutes each day        

during Lent to pray a short prayer, to read a couple verses of Scripture, and to meditate on one question as you 

prepare your heart for our Savior. 
 

Prayer: Draw me into your love, Christ Jesus. 
 

Scripture: "On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, fasting and wearing 

sackcloth and putting dust on their heads. Those of Israelite descent had separated themselves from all                  

foreigners. They stood in their places and confessed their sins and the sins of their ancestors. They stood where 

they were and read from the Book of the Law of the Lord their God for a quarter of the day, and spent another 

quarter in confession and in worshiping the Lord their God." Nehemiah 9:1-3  
 

Reflection: 

Wednesday - Father, how are you inviting me to submit to you this day? 
 

Thursday – Where are you leading me to open myself today, God? 
 

Friday - Lord, what are you inviting me to loosen my grasp on today? 
 

Saturday – Father, in what way can I surrender myself in service to you this day? 
 

Sunday – How can I rest in you today, God? 
 

Monday - Lord, in what area are you guiding me to repent and ask for forgiveness this day? 
 

Tuesday – How are you working to transform me and make me new, Father?  

 

*To sign up for our email list to receive weekly Lenten Reflections and other SPFCC news via email, contact  

Megan Engle at megane@spfcc.org. 

 

Palm Sunday is March 28th. Good Friday is April 2nd. Easter       

Sunday is April 4th.  
 

Be looking for more details in the coming weeks about how you 

can join with St. Pete’s to observe these special days in meaningful 

ways as a church family! 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
206 ETNA AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 

Worship 9:30 am 
Conversation and Refreshments 

10:45 am 

 

Glorify, Build, 

REACH 

The purpose of St. Peter’s First Community 
Church is to glorify God, build up the body of 

Christ, and reach out to those in our community 
and world to help them become followers of 

Christ. 

ST. PETER’S FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

phone: 260.356.7728 

fax: 260.356.7514 

email: megane@spfcc.org 

web: www.spfcc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

StPetersFirstCommunityChurch 
 

Megan Engle, Ministry Coordinator 

Zen Hess, Pastor 

260.224.5698  

zen@spfcc.org 

Barb Derr, Financial Secretary 

barb@spfcc.org 
 

Megan Condry, Youth & Children’s Director 

419.733.1272 

meganc@spfcc.org 

 

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”                 

Psalm 51:10 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersFirstCommunityChurch

